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WILLIAM     III. 

TH  E  old  Whig  principle  was  not  yet  wholly  A.C.  1*92. 
expelled  from  the  lower  houfe.     The  un-  AO  account 
due  influence  of  the  court  was  exerted  in  £||jh^jacc~ 
fuch  an  open  fcandalous  manner,  as  gave  offence  to  that  for  tri- 
the  majority  of  the  commons.     In  the  midft  of  all  |;"n'  J  £"~ 
their  condefcenfion,  Sir  Edward  HufTey,   member 
for  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  bill  touching  free  and 
impartial  proceedings   in  parliament.     It  was  in- 
tended to  difable  ail  members  ot  parliament  from 
enjoying  places  of  truft  and  profit,  and  particularly 
levelled  againft  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
who  had  infinuated  themielves   into  the  houfe  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  this  was  commonly  called  the 
officers  parliament.     The  bill  patted  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  by  whom 
B  2  it 
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c.  i69z,  jt  was  rea(j  a  feconcj  time,  and  committed ;  but  the 
miniftry  employing  their  whole  ftrength  againft  it, 
on  the  report  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of 
two  voices.  The  earl  of  Mulgrave  again  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf  by  his  elocution,  in  a  fpeech  that 
was  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  people ;  and 
among  thofe  who  entered  a  proteft  in  the  journals 
of  the  houfe,  when  the  majority  rejected  the  bill, 
was  prince  George  of  Denmark,  duke  of  Cumber- 
land. The  court  had  not  recollected  themfelves 
from  the  confirmation  produced  from  fuch  a  vigo- 
rous oppofition,  when  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury  pro  - 
duced  another  bill  for  triennial  parliaments,  pro- 
vided that  there  mould  be  an  annual  feflion  ;  that 
if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  the  crown 
fhould  not  order  the  writs  to  be  iflued,  the  lord 
chancellor,  or  keeper,  or  commifiioner  of  the  great 
feal,  mould  iffue  them  ex  officio,  and  by  authority 
of  this  act,  under  fevere  penalties.  The  imme- 
diate obje<5t  of  this  bill  was  the  diflblution  of  the 
prefent  parliament,  which  had  already  fat  three  fef- 
fions,  and  began  to  be  formidable  to  the  people, 
from  its  conceflions  to  the  miniftry  The  benefits 
that  would  accrue  to  the  conftitution  from  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  triennial  parliaments  were  very  well 
underftood,  as  thefe  points  had  been  frequently 
difcuffed  in  former  reigns.  The  courtiers  now  ob- 
jected, that  frequent  elections  would  render  the 
freeholders  proud  and  infolent,  encourage  fa-flion 
among  the  electors,  and  intail  a  continual  expence 
upon  the  member,  as  he  would  find  h'mfcif  oblig- 
ed, during  the  whole  time  of  his  fitting,  to  behave 
like  a  candidate,  confcious  how  foon  the  time  of 
election  would  revolve.  In  fpite  of  the  minitterial 
intereft  in  the  upper  houfe,  the  bill  pafied,  and  con- 
tained a  provifo,  that  the  prefent  parliament  mould 
not  continue  any  longer  than  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary next  enfuing,  The  court  renewed  its  efforts 

againft 
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againft  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  where,  never-  A 
thelefs,  it  was  carried  with  fome  little  alterations, 
which  the  lords  approved.  But  all  thefe  endea- 
vours were  fruftrated  by  the  prerogative  of  the 
king,  who,  by  refufing  his  affent,  prevented  its 
being  enacted  into  a  law. 

It  was  at  the  inftigation  of  the  miniftry,  that  therhecoj 
commons  brought  in  a  bill  for  continuing  and  ex-  ™ons"< 

...  .  °  ,  ,  °.    .  tion  his 

plaining  certain    temporary  laws  then  expiring  or  icftvtha 
expired.  Among  thefe  was  an  aft  for  reftraining  the  w°uld<iif- 

1-1  c    i  f          i  •    i  j    •  &     i       <°!vethe 

liberty  of  the  prefs,  which  owed  its  origin  to  the  Eaft-india 
reign  of  Charles  II.  and  had  been  revived  in  thecompany* 
firft  year  of  the  fucceeding  reign.  The  bill  pafled 
the  lower  houfe  without  difficulty,  but  met  with 
warm  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  a  good  num- 
ber of  whom  protefted  againft  it,  as  a  law  that  fub- 
jected  all  learning  and  true  information  to  the  arbi- 
trary will  of  a  mercenary,  and  perhaps  ignorant 
licenfer,  deftroyed  the  properties  of  authors,  and 
extended  the  evil  of  monopolies.  The  bill  for  re- 
gulating trials  was  dropped,  and,  in  lieu  of  it, 
another  produced  for  the  prefervation  of  their  ma- 
jefties  facred  perfons  and  government ;  but  this  too 
was  rejected  by  the  majority,  in  confequence  of  the 
miniftry'siecret  management.  The  Eaft-india  com- 
pany narrowly  efcaped  diflblution.  Petitions  and 
counter-petitions  were  delivered  into  the  houfe  of 
commons :  the  pretenfions  on  both  fides  were 
carefully  examined  :  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  refolved,  that  there  mould  be  a  new  fublcrip- 
tion  of  a  joint-flock,  not  exceeding  two  millions 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  continue  for  one 
and  twenty  years.  The  report  was  made  and  re- 
ceived, and  the  public  expected  to  fee  the  affair 
brought  to  a  fpeedy  iffue :  but  the  company  had 
recourfe  to  the  fame  expedients,  which'  had  lately 
proved  fo  iuccefsful  in  the  hands  of  the  miniftry. 
Tho»V  wh^  had  been  the  moft  warm  in  detecting 
B  3  their 
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A.  c.  1694,  their  abufes,  fuddenly  cooled  ;  and  the  profecution 
of  the  affair  began  to  languifh.  Not  but  that  the 
houfe  presented  an  addrels  to  his  majefty,  praying 
that  he  would  diffblve  the  company  upon  three 
years  warning,  according  to  the  condition  of  their 
charter.  He  told  them  he  would  confider  their  ad- 
drefs-,  and  they  did  not  further  urge  their  remon- 
ftrance.  The  bill  for  afcertaining  the  commiffions 
and  lalaries  of  the  judges,  to  which  the  king  had 
refuted  the  royal  afient  in  the  laft  feflion,  was  re- 
vived, twice  read,  and  rejected ;  and  another  for 
preventing  the  exportation  and  melting  of  the  coin, 
they  fuffered  to  lie  neglected  on  the  table.  On  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  the  king  put  an  end  to 
the  feflion,  after  having  thanked  the  parliament  for 
fo  great  teftimonies  of  their  affection,  and  promifed 
the  fupplies  mould  not  be  mifapplied.  He  obferved, 
that  the  pofture  of  affairs  called  him  abroad  ;  but 
that  he  would  leave  a  fufficient  number  of  troops 
for  the  iecurity  of  the  kingdom :  he  afllired  them 
he  would  expofe  his  perfon  upon  all  occafions  for 
the  advantage  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  ufe  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  make  them  a  flourifhing  na- 
tion -]-. 

Trial  of  lord      During  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  lord  Mohun 
mu°rhdcrn<°r  was  indited  and  tried  by  his  peers,  in  Weftminfttr- 

•f  The  other  laws  made  in  this  fef-  trade.     An  aft  to  prevent  malicious 

fion  were  thefe  that  follow.     An  aft  informations  in  the  court  of  King's- 

for  preventing   fuits  againft  fuch  as  bench,  and  f.r  the  more  tafy  reverfal 

had  afted  for  the!'  majeftiei  firvicc  in  of  outlawries  in  that  court.  An  aft  for 

defence  of  this  kingdom.     An  aft  for  the  better  difcovery  of  judgments   in 

raifing  the  mil;tia  in  the  year  1693.  flie  courts  of  law.     An  aft  for  deli- 

An  aft,  authorifing  the  judge;,  to  im-  vering    declarations  to  prifoners   for 

power  fuch  perfonr,  other  than  com-  debt%    An  aft  for  regulating  prbceed- 

mon  attornies  and  (olicitors,   as  they  ings  in  the  crown  oftiee.     An  aft  for 

ftiould  think  fit,  to  take  fpecial  bail,  the  more  eafy  difcovery   and  convic- 

except  in  London,    Weflminflrr,   and  tion  of  fuch  as  fliould  deflroy  thegamc 

ten  mil«  round.    An  aft  to  encourage  of  this  kingdom.  And  an  aft  for  con- 

the    apprehending    of    highwaymen,  tinuing  the  afts  for  prohibiting  all 

An  aft   to  prevent  cLndeftinc  mar-  trade  and  commerce  with  France,  and 

nages.   An  aft  for  the  i*^"ing,  en-  for  the  encouragement  of  privateers, 
couraging,  and  fettling  the  Greenland 

hall, 
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hall,  as  an  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  one  Mont-  A  c-  l69Zi 
ford,  a  celebrated  comedian,  the  marquis  of  Car- 
maerthen  acting  as  lord  -fte ward  upon  this  occafion. 
The  judges  having  been  confulted,  the  peers  pro- 
ceeded to  give  their  judgments  feriatim-,  and  Mo- 
hun  was  acquitted  by  a  great  majority.  The  king,  ^SjJjH 
who,  from  his  firfl  acceflion  to  the  throne,  had  en-  niftry. 
deavoured  to  trim  the  balance  between  the  Whigs 
and  Tories,  by  mingling  them  together  in  his  mi- 
niftry,  made  fome  alterations  at  this  period,  that 
favoured  of  the  fame  policy.  The  great- feal,  with 
the  title  of  lord-keeper,  was  bellowed  upon  Sir  John 
Somers,  who  was  well  fkilled  in  the  law,  as  in 
many  other  branches  of  polite  and  ufeful  literature. 
He  pofTefled  a  remarkable  talent  for  bufmefs,  in 
which  he  exerted  great  patience  and  afiiduity  •,  was 
gentle,  candid,  and  equitable  •,  a  Whig  in  princi- 
ples, yet  moderate,  pacific,  and  conciliating.  Of 
the  fame  temper  was  Sir  John  Trenchard,  now 
appointed  fecretary  of  flate.  He  had  been  con- 
cerned with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  efcaped 
to  the  continent,  where  he  lived  fome  years  -,  was 
calm,  fedate,  well  acquainted  with  foreign  affairs, 
and  confidered  as  a  leading  man  in  his  party.  Thefe 
two  are  faid  to  have  been  promoted  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had  by 
this  time  infmuated  himfelf  into  the  king's  favour 
and  confidence  ;  though  his  fuccefs  confirmed  the 
opinion  which  many  entertained,  of  his  having  be- 
trayed his  old  mafter.  The  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
were  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  again  become  a  mal- 
content, and  Sir  Chriftopher  Mufgrave,  a  gentle- 
man of  Cumberland,  who,  though  an  extravagant 
Tory  from  principle,  had  refuted  to  concur  with 
all  the  defigns  of  the  late  king.  He  was  a  perfon 
of  a  grave  and  regular  deportment,  who  had  re-  ' 
jtrcted  many  offers  of  the  miniftry,  which  he  op- 
pofed  with  great  violence  ;  yet  on  fome  critical  oc- 
B  4  caiions, 
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A.  c.  i69a.  cafions,  his  patriotifm  gave  way  to  his  avarice,  and 
he  yielded  up  fome  important  points,  in  confidera- 
Bumet  **on  °^  ^ar8e  ^ums  which  he  received  from  the  court 
Hift.  of  K.  in  fecret.  Others  declared  war  againft  the  admini- 
w;^cfhteht;  ftration,  becaufe  they  thought  their  own  talents 
Admirals,  were  not  fufHciently  confidered.  Of  thefe,  the 

Feaquil?  chiefs  were  ?aul  Fo^V  and  Robert  Harley.  The 
Voltaire,  firft  was  a  lawyer  of  good  capacity,  extenlive  learn - 
Tbdai.  'lnS->  and  virtuous  principles-,  but  peevifa,  obfti- 
state  tradh.  nate,  and  morofe.  He  entertained  a  very  defpica- 
ble  opinion  of  the  court  •,  and  this  he  propagated 
with  equal  afllduity  and  fuccefs.  Harley  pofTefied 
a  good  fund  of  learning ;  was  capable  of  uncom- 
mon application,  particularly  turned  to  politics. 
He  knew  the  forms  of  parliament,  had  a  peculiar 
dexterity  at  protracting  and  perplexing  debates  ; 
and  cherifhed  the  molt  afpiring  ambition.  Admiral 
RufTel  was  created  treafurer  of  the  houfhold :  but 
the  command  of  the  fleet  was  vefted  in  the  hands 
of  Killegrew,  Delaval,  and  Shovel.  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  declared  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and 
John  lord  Berkeley,  of  the  blue  divifion ;  their 
rear  admirals  were  Matthew  Aylmer,  and  David 
Mitchcl. 

A.  0.1693.  The  king  having  vifited  the  fleet  and  fortifica- 
The  king  tions  of  Portfmouth,  given  inftrufbions  for  annoy- 
repairs  to  jng  j-^g  enemy  by  fea,  and  left  the  adminiftration  in 

the  conti-         ,o,  *        /*    \  tii  iini 

nent.andaf-  the  hands  or  the  queen,  embarked  on  the  laft  day 
conSme6  °^  Marcn^  near  Gravefend,  and  arrived  in  Holland 
army  in  on  the  third  of  April.  The  troops  of  the  confede- 
rates  werc  forthwith  ordered  to  afiemble-,  but 
while  he  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
the  campaign,  the  French  king  actually  took  the 
field,  attended  by  madame  de  Maintenon,  and  all 
the  court  ladies.  His  defign  was  fuppofed  to  be 
upon  fome  town  in  Brabant :  his  army  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  com- 
pletely armed,  and  abundantly  fupplied  with  all 

neceflaries 
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neceflaries  for  every  fort  of  military  operation.  A-c  ',693- 
King  William  immediately  took  pofTeflion  of  the 
ftrong  camp  at  Parke  near  Louvain,  a  fituation 
which  enabled  him  to  cover  the  places  that  were 
moft  expofed.  Underftanding  that  the  French 
emiffaries  had  fown  the  feeds  of  diilcnfion  between 
the  bifhop  and  chapter  of  Liege,  he  fent  the  duke 
of  Wirtemberg  thither,  to  reconcile  the  different 
parties,  and  concert  meafures  for  the  further  fecu- 
rity  of  the  place.  He  reinforced  the  garrifon  with 
nine  battalions ;  and  the  elector  palatine  lay  with 
his  troops  in  readinefs  to  march  to  its  relief.  Wil- 
liam likewife  threw  reinforcements  into  Maeflricht, 
Huy,  and  Charleroy  •,  and  he  himfelf  refolved  to 
remain  on  the  defenfive,  at  the  head  of  fixty  thou- 
fand  men,  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery. 

Lewis  having  reviewed  his  army  at  Gamblours,  The  French 
and  feen  his  defigns  upon  Brabant  defeated  by  the  reduce  Huy. 
diligence  of  his  antagonift,  detached  Boufflers  with 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  the  Upper  Rhine,  to  join 
the  dauphin,  who  commanded  in  that  quarter ; 
then  leaving  the  conduct  of  his  forces  in  the  Ne- 
therlands to  the  duke  de  Luxembourg,  he  returned 
with  his  court  to  Verfailles.  Immediately  after  his 
departure,  Luxembourg  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Mildert,  and  king  William  ftrengthened  his  camp 
on  that  fide  with  ten  battalions,  and  eight  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy's  convoys 
were  frequently  furprifed  by  detachments  from  the 
garrifon  of  Charleroy  -,  and  a  large  body  of  horfe, 
foot,  and  dragoons,  being  draughted  out  of  Liege 
and  Maeflricht,  took  poll  at  Huy,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  count  de  Tilly,  fo  as  to  ftraiten  the 
French  in  their  quarters.  Thefe,  however,  were 
dillodged  by  Luxembourg  in  perfon,  who  obliged 
the  count  to  pals  the  Jaar  with  precipitation,  leav- 
ing behind  three  iquadrons  and  all  his  baggage, 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  check, 
8  how- 
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AC.  i69J.  however,  was  ballanced  by  the  luccefs  of  the  duke 
of  Wirtemberg,  who,  at' the  head  of  thirteen  batta- 
lions of  infantry,  and  twenty  fquadrons  of  horfe, 
forced  the  French  lines  between  the  Schelde  and 
the  Lys;  and  layed  the  whole  country  as  far  as 
Lille  under  contribution.    On  that  very  day,  which 
was  the  eighteenth  of  July,  Luxembourg  marched 
towards  Huy,  which  was  next  morning  invefted  by 
M.  de  Villeroy.     The  other  covered  the  fiege,  and 
fecured  himfelf  from  the  allies  by  lines  of  contra- 
vallation.     Before   their    batteries  began  to  play, 
the  town  capitulated.     On  the  twenty-third  day  of 
the  month,  the  garrifon  mutinied  •,  the  caftles  were 
furrendered  ;  the  governor  remained  a  prifonfr ; 
and  his  men  were  conducted  to  Liege.     The  con- 
federate army  advanced  in   order  to   relieve  the 
town  -,  but  the  king  being  apprized  of  its  fate,  de- 
tached ten  battalions  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of 
liiege,  and  next  day  turned  to  Neer-Heipen. 
Luxembourg     Luxembourg  made  a  motion  towards  Liege,  as 
!.tucVkeSthe   *f  he  nad  intended  to  befiege  the  place  :  and  en- 
allies,        camped  at  Hellecheim,   about  feven  leagues  from 
the  confederates.     Knowing  how  much  they  were 
weakened  by  the  different  detachments  which  had 
been  made  from  their  army,  he  refolved  to  attack 
them  in  their  camp,  or  at  lead  fall  upon  their  rear, 
fhould  they  retreat  at  his  approach.  On  the  twenty  - 
eighth  day  of  July,  he  began  his  march  in  four 
columns,  and  patted  the  Jaar  near  its  fource,  with 
an  army  fuperior  to  the  allies  by  five  and  thirty 
thouland   men.     The   king  of  England,   at  firft, 
looked  upon  this  motion  as  a  feint  to  cover  the 
defign  upon  Liege •,  but  receiving  intelligence  that 
their  whole  army  was  in  full  march  to  attack  him 
in  his  camp,  he  refolved  to  keep  his  ground  -,  and 
immediately  drew  up  his  forces  in  order  of  battle. 
His  general  officers  advifed  him  to  repafs  the  Geet; 
but  he  chofe  to  rifque  a  battle,  rather  than  expofe 

the 
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the  rear  of  his  army  in  repafling  that  river.  His  A-c-  >693- 
right  wing  extended  as  far  as  Neer-Winden,  along 
the  Geet,  covered  with  hedges,  hollow-ways,  and  a 
fmall  rivulet:  the  left  reached  to  Neer-Landen-, 
and  thefe  two  villages  were  joined  by  a  flight  in- 
trenchment,  which  the  king  ordered  to  be  thrown 
up  in  the  evening.  Brigadier  Ramiey,  with  the 
regiments  of  Ofarrel,  Mackay,  Lauder,  Leven,  and 
Monroe,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  whole 
army,  to  line  fome  hedges  and  hollow- ways,  on  the 
farther  fide  of  the  village  of  Lare.  Six  battalions 
of  Brandenburg  were  pofted  to  the  left  of  this  vil- 
lage •,  and  general  Dumont  with  the  Hanoverian 
infantry,  poflefied  the  village  of  Neer-Winden, 
which  covered  part  of  the  camp,  between  the  main 
body  and  the  right  wing  of  the  cavalry.  Neer- 
Landen  on  the  left,  was  fecured  by  fix  battalions 
of  Englifh,  Danes,  and  Dutch.  The  remaining 
infantry  was  drawn  up  in  one  line  behind  the  in- 
trenchment.  The  dragoons  upon  the  left  guarded 
the  village  of  Dormal  upon  the  brook  of  Beck  : 
and  from  thence  the  left  wing  of  horfe  extended 
to  Neer-Landen,  where  it  was  covered  by  this  ri- 
vulet. 

The  king  having  vifited  all  the  pofts  on  horfe-  who  are  de- 
back,  and  given  the  neceflary  orders,  repoled  him-  *»'«>•' 
felf  about  two  hours  in  his  coach  ;  and  early  in  the 
morning  fent  for  his  chaplain,  whom  he  joined  in 
prayer  with  great  devotion.  At  fun-rifing  the  ene- 
my appeared  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  ;  and  the 
allies  began  to  play  their  cannon  with  good  fuccefs. 
About  eight  in  the  morning  they  attacked  the  vil- 
lages of  Lare  and  Neer-Winden  with  great  fury  ; 
and  twice  made  themfelves  matters  of  theie  polls, 
from  whence  they  were  as  often  repulfed.  At 
length,  the  allies  kept  their  ground  ;  and,  the  duke 
of  Berwick  was  taken  by  his  uncle  brigadier 
Churchill.  Then  the  French  made  an  attack  upon 

the 
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A.C.  1693 -the  left  wing  of  the  confederates  at  Neer-Landen  ; 
and  after  a  very  obftinate  difpute,  were  obliged 
to  give  way,  though  they  ftill  kept  pofTeffion  of 
the  avenues.  The  prince  of  Conti,  however,  re- 
newed the  charge  with  the  flower  of  the  French 
infantry  •,  and  the  confederates  being  overpowered, 
retreated  from  the  village,  leaving  the  camp  in  that 
part  expoied.  Villeroy  march'ng  this  way  with  a 
body  of  horfe,  was  encountered  and  repulfcd  by 
the  count  D'Argo,  general  of  the  Bavarian  cuiraf- 
fiers ;  and  the  duke  de  Chartres  narrowly  efcaped 
being  taken.  Mean  while,  Luxembourg,  the 
prince  of  Conti,  the  count  de  Marfin,  and  the 
marechal  de  Joyeufe,  charged  on  the  right,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  line,  with  fuch  impetuofity 
as  furmounted  all  refiftance.  The  camp  of  the  con- 
federates was  immediately  filled  with  French 
troops  :  the  villages  of  Lare  and  Neer-Windenwere 
taken,  after  a  long  and  defperate  difpute.  The 
Hanoverian  and  Dutch  horfe  being  broken,  the 
king  in  perfon  brought  the  Englifh  cavalry  to  their 
afiiftance.  They  fought  with  great  gallantry  ;  and 
for  fome  time  retarded  the  fate  of  the  day.  The 
infantry  was  rallied,  and  flood  firm  until  all  their 
ammunition  was  expended.  In  a  word,  they 
were  fcarce  able  to  fuflain  the  weight  of  fuch  a  fu- 
periority  in  point  of  number,  when  the  marquis 
D'Harcourt  joined  the  enemy  from  Huy,  with  two 
and  twenty  frefh  fquadrons,  which  immediately 
turned  the  fcale  in  their  favour.  The  elector  of 
Bavaria,  after  having  made  extraordinary  efforts, 
retreated  with  great  difficulty  over  the  bridge  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  where  he  rallied  the 
troops,  in  order  to  favour  the  retreat  of  thofe  who 
had  not  pafTed.  The  king  feeing  the  battle  loft, 
and  the  whole  army  in  confufion,  retired  with  the 
infantry  to  Dormal  on  the  brook  of  Beck,,  where 
the  dragoons  of  the  left  wing  were  pofted.  Then 

he 
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he  ordered  the  regiments  of  Wyndham,  Lumley, A>  c* 
and  Galway,  to  cover  his  retreat  over  the  bridge  at 
Neer-Hefpen,  which  he  effected  with  great  diffi- 
culty. Now  all  was  tumult,  rout,  and  confterna- 
tion  j  and  a  great  number  of  the  fugitives  threw 
themfelves  into  the  river,  where  they  were  drown- 
ed. This  had  like  to  have  been  the  fate  of  the 
brave  earl  of  Athlone  ;  the  duke  of  Ormond  was 
wounded  in  feveral  places,  and  taken  prifoner  by 
the  enemy ;  and  the  count  de  Solmes  was  mortally 
wounded.  Tollemache  brought  off  the  greater 
part  of  the  Englifh  infantry  with  great  gallantry 
and  conduct :  as  for  the  baggage,  it  had  been  fent 
to  Liege  before  the  engagement :  but,  the  confe- 
derates loft  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  nine  mor- 
tars, a  great  number  of  ftandards  and  colours  -f-, 
with  about  feven  thoufand  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed in  the  action.  It  muft  be  owned  that  the  allies 
fought  with  great  valour  and  pcrrfeverance ;  and 
that  king  William  made  prodigious  efforts  of  cou- 
rage and  activity  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
He  was  prefent  in  all  parts  of  the  battle  ;  he  charg- 
ed in  perlbn  both  on  horfeback  and  a- foot,  where 
the  danger  was  moit  imminent.  His  peruke,  the 
fleeve  of  his  coat,  and  the  knot  of  his  fcarf  were 
penetrated  by  three  different  mufket  bullets ;  and 
he  faw  a  great  number  of  foldiers  fall  on  every  fide 
of  him.  The  enemy  bore  witnefs  to  his  extraordi- 
nary valour.  The  prince  of  Conti,  in  a  letter  to 
his  princefs,  which  was  intercepted,  declare:!,  that 
he  iaw  the  prince  of  Orange  expofing  himfelf  to 
fhe  greateft  dangers  •,  and  that  fuch  valour  richly 
deferved  the  peaceable  pofieffion  of  the  crown  he 
wore.  Yet  here,  as  in  every  other  battle  he  fought, 

f  The  duke  of  Luxembourg   fent  called  him  the  Upho'fterer  of  Notre- 

fuch  i  number  of  ftanda-ds  and  en-  Dame,  a  church  in  which  thofe  tro- 

flgn?  to  Paris,  during  the  omrfe   of  phies  w ere  difplayed, 
this   war,  that   the  prince  of  Coati 
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A.C.  1693.  njs  conduct  and  difpofition  were  feverely  cenfured. 
Luxembourg  having  oblerved  the  nature  of  his 
fituation  immediately  before  the  engagement,  is 
faid  to  have  exclaimed,  "Now I  believe  Waldeck 
"  is  really  dead  •,"  alluding  to  that  general's  known 
fagacity  in  choofing  ground  for  an  encampment.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  he  payed  dear  for  his  victory.  His 
lofs  in  officers  and  men  exceeded  that  of  the  allies, 
and  he  reaped  no  folid  advantage  from  the  battle. 
He  remained  fifteen  days  inactive  at  Waren,  while 
king  William  recalling  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
and  draughting  troops  from  Liege  and  other  gar- 
rifons,  was  in  a  few  days  able  to  hazard  another 
engagement. 

charkroy  is  Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the  remain- 
t£fb/nd  mS  Part  °f  tne  campaign,  until  Luxembourg  be- 
the  enemy,  ing  rejoined  by  Boufflers  with  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment from  the  Rhine,  inverted  Charleroy.  He  had 
taken  his  meafures  with  fuch  caution  and  dexte- 
rity, that  the  allies  could  not  fruftrate  his  opera- 
tions, without  attacking  his  lines  at  a  great  diiad- 
vantagc.  The  king  detached  the  elector  of  Bava- 
ria and  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  with  thirty  batta- 
lions and  forty  fquadrons,  to  make  a  diverlion  in 
Flanders  •,  but,  they  returned  in  a  few  days,  with- 
out having  attempted  any  thing  of  conlequence. 
The  garrifon  of  Charleroy  defended  the  place  with 
furprifing  valour,  from  the  tenth  of  September  to 
the  eleventh  of  October,  during  which  period  they 
had  repulfed  the  afiailants  in  feveral  attacks  :  but, 
at  length,  defpairing  of  relief,  the  governor  capitu- 
lated on  the  moft  honourable  conditions ;  and  the 
reduction  of  the  place  was  celebrated  with  a  Te 
Deum,  and  other  rejoicings  at  Paris.  Lewis,  how- 
ever, in  the  midft  of  all  his  glory,  was  extremely 
mortified  when  he  reflected  upon  the  little  advan- 
tage he  had  reaped  from  all  his  late  victories.  The 
allies  had  been  defeated  fucccfiively  at  Fleurus, 

Steen- 
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Steenkirk,  and  Landen ;  but  in  a  fortnight  after ACl69i 
each  of  thofe  battles,  William  was  always  in  a  con- 
dition  to  rifque  another  engagement.     Formerly 
Lewis  had  conquered  half  of  Holland,  Flanders, 
and  Franche-Comte,    without  a  battle  i    whereas 
now  he  could  not  with  his  utmoft  efforts,  and  after 
the  moft  fignal  victories,  pals  the  frontiers  of  the     . 
United  Provinces.      The  conqueft   of  Charleroy 
concluded  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands  j  and 
both  armies  went  into  winter-quarters. 

The   French  army  on   the  Rhine,    under  De  campaign 
Lorges,  pafled  that  river  in  the  month  of  May,  atonthe 
Philipfburg,  and  invefted  the  city  of  Heidelberg, aJkeof  sa- 
which  they  took,  plundered,  and  reduced  to  alhes.  j£^e- 
Ihis  general  committed  numberlefs  barbarities  in  crime  m 
the    Palatinate,  which  he   ravaged  without  even ^°I5Jai1Jlof 
fparing  the  tombs  of  the  dead.     The  French  fol- 
diers,  on  this  occafion,  feem  to  have  been  actuated 
by  the  moft  brutal  inhumanity.     They  butchered. 
the  inhabitants,  violated  the  women,  plundered  the 
houfes,   rifled  the  churches,  and  murdered  priefls 
at  the  altar.     They  broke  open  the  electoral  vault, 
and  fcattered  the  alhes  of  that  illuftrious  family 
about  the  ftreets.  They  fet  fire  to  different  quarters 
of  the  city  ;  they  ftripped  about  fifteen  thouiand  of 
the  inhabitants,  without  diftinction  of  age  or  fex, 
and  drove  them  naked  into  the  cattle,  that  thegar- 
rifon  might  be  the  fooner  induced  to  capitulate. 
There   they  remained  like  cattle  in  the  open  air, 
without  food  or  covering,  tortured  between  the 
horrors  of  their  fate  and  the  terrors  of  a  bombard- 
ment.    When  they  were  fet  at  liberty,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the   fort's  being  furrendered,    a  great 
number  of  them  died  along  the  banks  of  the  Nec- 
kar,   from   cold,    hunger,    anguifh,    and  defpair. 
Thefe  enormous  cruelties,  which  would  have  dif- 
>  graced  the  arms  of  a  7'artarian  free-booter,  were 

ailed 
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A.  c.  1693.  acted  by  the  exprefs  command  of  Lewis  XIV.  of 
France,  who  has  been  celebrated  by  fo  many  venal 
pens,  not  only  as  the  greateft  monarch,  but  alfo  as 
the  moftpolifhed  prince  of  Chriftendom.  DeLorges 
advanced  towards  the  Neckar  againfl  the  prince  of 
Baden,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  that 
river  :  but  in  attempting  to  pafs,  he  was  twice  re- 
pulfed  with  confiderable  damage.  The  dauphin  join- 
ing the  army,  which  now  amounted  to  feventy 
thoufand  men,  crofied  without  oppofition  j  but, 
found  the  Germans  fo  advantageoufly  ported,  that 
he  would  not  hazard  an  attack :  having  therefore 
repaffed  the  river,  he  fecured  Stutgard  with  a  gar- 
rifon,  fent  detachments  into  Flanders  and  Pied- 
mont, and  returned  in  Auguft  to  Verfailles.  In 
Piedmont  the  allies  were  ftill  more  unfortunate. 
The  duke  of  Savoy  and  his  confederates  leemed 
bent  upon  driving  the  French  from  Cafal  and  Pig- 
nerol.  The  firft  of  thefe  places  was  blocked  up, 
and  the  other  actually  inverted.  The  fort  of  St. 
Bridget  that  covered  the  place,  was  taken,  and 
the  town  bombarded.  Mean  while  Catinat  being 
reinforced,  defcended  into  the  plains.  The  duke 
was  fo  apprehenfive  of  Turin,  that  he  abandoned 
the  fiege  of  Pignerol,  after  having  blown  up  the 
fort,  and  marched  in  queft  of  the  enemy  to  the 
plain  of  Marfaglia,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
capital.  On  the  fourth  day  of  October,  the  French 
advanced  upon  them  from  the  hills,  between  Or- 
baflbn  and  Profafque ;  and  a  defperate  engage- 
ment enfued.  The  enemy  charged  the  left  wing 
of  the  confederates  fword  in  hand,  with  incredible 
fury  •,  and  though  they  were  once  repulfed,  they 
renewed  the  attack  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  the 
Neapolitan  and  Milanefe  horfe  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  ciifordeied  the  German  cavalry.  Thefe 
falling  upcn  the  foot,  threw  the  whole  wing  into 

confufion. 


WILLIAM     III.  17 

confufion.     Mean  while,  the  main  body  and   theA'c  »693^ 
other  wing  fuftained   the  charge  without  flinching, 
umil    they   were    expofed    in   flank    by  the  defeat 
of  the  cavalry  :   then  the  whole  front  gave  way.    In 
vain  the  ft-cond   line  was   brought   up  to  fuftain 
them  :  the  horfe  turned  their  backs,  and  the  infan- 
try was  totally  routed.   In  a  word,  the  confederates 
were  obliged  to   retire  with  precipitation,  leaving 
their  cannon,  and  about  eight  thoufand  men  killed 
or  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle.     1  he  duke  of 
Schomberg  having  been  denied  the  poft  which  was 
his  due,  infifted  upon  fighting  at  the  head  of  the 
troops  maintained  by  the  king  of  Great- Britain, 
whowsre  pefted  in  the  center;  and  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  under  the  eye  of  their  commander. 
When  the  left  wing  was  defeated,  the  count  de  los 
Torres  defired  he  would  take  upon  him  th»  com- 
mand, and  retreat  with  the  infantry  and  right  wing; 
but  he  refufed  to  aft  without  the  order  of  his  high- 
nefs,  and  faid,  things  were  come  to  fuch  a  pafs, 
that  they  mufr.  either  conquer  or  die.    He  continu- 
ed to  animate  his  men  with  his  voice  and  example, 
until   he  received  a  mot  in  the  thigh.     His  valec 
feeing  him  fall,  ran  to  his  aftiftance,  and  called  for 
quarter;    but  was  killed  by  the  enemy  before  he 
could  be  underftocd.     Ths  duke  being  taken  at  the 
fame  in(tant,    was  afterwards  difmifled  upon   his 
parole  i   and   in  a  few  days   died    at  Turin,  uni- 
verfally  lamented  on  account  of  his  great  and  amia- 
ble qualities.     The  eaVl  of  Warwick  and  Holland, 
who  accompanied  him  as   a  volunteer,   fharvd  his 
fate    in  being  wounded  and  taken  prifon?r;    but, 
he  foon  recovered  his  health  and  liberty.    This  vic- 
tory was  as  unfubilar.tfal  as  that  of  Landen,   and 
almofl:  as  dear  in  the  purchafe  ;  for   the  con  ^de- 
rates made  an  obftinate  defence,  ar.d  yielded  fobfy 
to  fuperior  numbers.     The  duke  of  Savoy  retreat- 
ed to  Montcalier,   and  threw  a  reinforcement  int-» 
N°.  b'i.  C  C'jni, 
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b-  c-  '693-  Coni,  which  Carinac  would  not  venture  to  befiege ; 
fo  feverely  had  he  been  handled  in  the  battle.  He 
therefore  contented  himfelfwith  laying  the  coun-. 
try  under  contribution,  reinforcing  the  garrifons  of 
Cafal,  Pignerol,  and  Sufa,  and  making  prepara- 
tions for  repaffing  the  mountains.  The  news  of 
the  victory  no  fooner  .reached  Paris,  then  Lewis  dif- 
patched  Mr.  de  Chanlais  to  Turin,  with  propofals 
for  detaching  the  duke  of  Savoy  from  the  intereftof 
the  allies ;  and  the  pope,  who  was  now  become  a 
partifan  of  France,  fupported  the  negotiation  with 
h;s  whole  influence :  but  the  French  king  had  not 
yet  touched  upon  the  right  firing.  The  duke  con- 
tinued  deaf  to  all  his  addreffes. 

Tranf»ai-  France  had  been  alike  fuccefsful  in  her  intrigues 
at  the  courts  of  Rome  and  Conftantinople.  The 
vizir  at  the  Porte  had  been  converted  into  a  penfio- 
nary  and  creature  of  Lewis  ;  but,  the  war  in  which 
the  Turks  had  been  fo  long  and  unfuccefs fully  en- 
gaged, rendered  him  fo  odious  to  the  people,  that 
the  grand  fignor  depofed  him,  in  order  to  appeafe 
their  clamours.  The  Engliih  and  Dutch  ambaffa- 
dors  at  Conftantinople  forthwith  renewed  their  me- 
diation for  a  peace  with  the  emperor  j  but  the  terms 
they  propofed  were  ftill  rejected  with  difdain.  In 
the  mean  time,  general  Heufleur,  who  commanded 
the  Imperialifts  in  Tranfylvania,  reduced  the  for- 
trefTes  of  Jeno  and  Villagufwar.  In  the  beginning 
of  July,  the  duke  de  Croy  aflumed  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  German  army,  patted  the  Danube  and 
the  Saave,  and  inverted  Belgrade.  The  fiege  was 
carried  on  for  fome  time  with  great  vigour  ;  but  at 
length  abandoned  at  the  approach  of  the  vizir,  who 
obliged  the  Imperialilts  to  repafs  the  Saave,  and 
fent  out  parties  which  made  incurfions  into  Uppert- 
Hungary.  The  pov/er  of  France  had  never  been 
fo  conlpicuous  as  at  this  juncture^  when  fhe  main- 
tained 
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tained  a  formidable  navy  at  Tea,  and  four  great A  c  '693* 
armies  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  Exclufive  of 
the  operations  in  Flanders,  Germany,  and  Pied- 
mont, the  count  de  Noailles  invefted  Rofes  in  Ca- 
talonia, about  the  latter  end  of  May,  while  at  the 
fame  time  it  was  blocked  up  by  the  French  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  the  count  D'Etrees.  In  a 
few  days  the  place  was  furrendered  by  capitulation  ; 
and  the  caftle  of  Ampurias  met  with  the  fame  fate. 
The  Spanifh  power  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  Noailles  might  have  proceeded  in  his  conquefts 
without  interruption,  had  not  he  been  obliged  to 
detach  part  of  his  army  to  reinforce  Catinat  in  Pied- 
mont. 

Nothing  could  be  more  inglorious  for  the  Eng-  N,vai 
lilh  than  their  operations  by  fea  in  the  courfe  of  this*3*"* 
fummer.  The  king  had  ordered  the  admirals  to 
ufe  all  pofiible  difpatch  in  equipping  the  fleets,  that 
they  might  block  up  the  enemy  in  their  own  ports, 
and  protect  the  commerce,  which  had  fufFered  fe- 
verely  from  the  French  privateers.  They  were, 
however,  fo  dilatory  in  their  proceedings,  that  the 
fquadrons  of  the  enemy  failed  from  their  harbours 
before  the  Englifh  fleet  could  put  to  fea.  About 
the  middle  of  May  it  was  aflembled  at  St.  Helen's, 
and  took  on  board  five  regiments,  intended  for  a 
defcent  on  Breft  ;  but  this  enterprize  was  never  at- 
tempted. When  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  fqua- 
drons joined,  fo  as  to  form  a  very  numerous  fleet.* 
the  public  expected  they  would  undertake  fome  ex- 
pedition of  importance ;  but  the  admirals  were  di- 
vided in  their  opinion,  nor  did  their  orders  warrant 
their  executing  any  fcheme  of  confequence.  Killigrew 
and  Delaval  did  not  efcape  the  fufpicion  of  being 
difarTecled  to  the  fervice ;  and  France  was  faid  to 
have  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the 
malcontents  in  England.  Lewis  had  made  furpri- 
firg  efforts  to  repair  the  damage  which  his  navy  had 
C  a  fulhined. 


20  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    o  F  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

A.  c.  ,653.  fufcained.  He  had  purchafed  feveral  Isrge  vefiels, 
and  converted  them  into  mips  of  war-,  he  had  lay- 
ed  an  embargo  on  all  the  mipping  of  his  kingdom, 
until  his  fquadrons  were  manned  :  he  had  made  a 
grand  naval  promotion,  to  encourage  the  officers 
and  feamen  -,  and  this  expedient  produced  a  won- 
derful fpirit  of  adivity  and  emulation.  In  the 
month  of  May  his  fleet  failed  to  the  Mediterranean, 
in  three  fquadrons,  confiding  of  feventy-one  capi- 
tal (hips,  befides  bomb- ketches,  fire  (hips,  and 
tenders. 

mmSnt         *n  ^  Deg'innmg  °^  June> tne  Englifh  and  Dutch 
ftj>,Tnder  fleets  failed  down  the  channel.     On  the  fixth,  Sir 
&irGc»rf-    George  Rooke  was  detached  to  the  Streights,  with 
Rookej^t-   a  fquadron  of  three  and  twenty  mips,  as  convoy  to 
p^jcd>dea:d  the  Mediterranean  trade.     The  great  fleet  return- 
itroyed  bv     ed  to  Torbay,  while  he  purfued  his  voyage,  having 
f  Mdwnfc1  unc^er  k>s  protection  about  four  hundred  merchant 
mips   belonging  to  England,  Holland,  Denmark, 
Sweden,   Hamburgh,  and  Flanders.     On  the  fix- 
teenth  his  fcouts  difcovered  part  of  the  French  fhct 
under  Cape  St.  Vincent :  next  day  their  whole  navy 
appeared  to  the  amount  of  eighty  fail.     Sixteen  of 
thcfe  plied  up  to  the  Englifh  fquadron,  while  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  white  flood  off  to  fe.i,  to  inter- 
cept the  mips  under  convoy.     Sir  George  Rooke, 
by  the  advice  of  the  Dutch  vice  admiral  Vauder- 
goes,  refolved,if  poflible,  to  avoid  an  cngagem-nr, 
which  could  only  tend  to  their  abfolure  ruin.     He 
forthwith  fent  orders  to  the  frmll  mips   that  v/cre 
near  the  lai-.J,    to  put  imo  tht  neighbouring  peri's 
of  Faro,  St.  Lucar,  and  Cadiz,  while  he   himfclf 
(lo^d  off  with  an  eafy  fail  for  the  pro:ec~tiori  of  the 
rviit,     About  fix  in  the  evening,  ten  lY;i  '.f  the  en?- 
my  cam^  up  with  two  Dutch  fhips  of  war,   com- 
r.i.mded  by  ths  C-JL[  ta  ns  Schrijver  and  Vander-Pocl, 
v/ho    feeing   no  poOibiluy  oif  efcaping,   tacked  in 
fhore  i  and  thus  di awing  the  French  after  them, 

helped 
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helped  to  fave  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  When  attack-  A  c-  l693. 
ed  they  made  a  mod  defperate  defence  ;  but  at  hfl 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  taken.  An 
Englifh  (hip  of  war,  and  a  rich  pinnace  were  burn- 
ed, nine  and  twenty  merchant  veflcls  were  taken, 
and  about  fifry  deftroycd  by  the  ccunts  c!c  Tour- 
viljp  and  D'Etrees.  Seven  of  the  largelt  Smyrna 
fhips  fell  into  the  .hands  of  M.  de  Coetlogon,  and 
four  he  funk  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.  The  value 
of  the  lofs  fulrained  on  this  occafion  amounted  to 
one  million  fieri  ing.  Mean  while  Rooke  ilood  off 
with  a  frefh  gale,  and  on  the  nineteenth  fcnt  home 
the  Lark  fhip  of  war,  with  the  news  of  his  misfor- 
tune ;  then  he  bore  away  for  the  Maderas,  where 
having  taken  in  wood  and  water,  he  fet  fail  for  Ire- 
Jand  ;  and  on  the  third  day  of  Auguft  arrived  at 
Cork,  with  fifty  fail,  including  fhips  of  war  and 
trading  veffeis.  He  detached  captain  Fairborne  to 
Kinfale,  with  all  his  fquadron,  except  fix  fhips  of 
the  line,  with  which,  in  purfuance  of  orders,  he 
joined  the  great  fleet  then  cruizing  in  the  chops  of 
the  channel.  On  the  twenty  filth  day  of  Auguft 
they  returned  to  St.  Helen's,  and  the  four  regi- 
,  giments  were  landed.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of 
September,  fifteen  Dutch  fhips  of  the  line,  and  two 
frigates,  fet  fail  for  Holland;  and  twenty-fix  fail, 
with  feven  fire-fhips,  were  afligned  as  guard- fhips 
during  the  winter. 

The  French  admirals,  inftead  of  purfuing  Rooke  wheeiwv 
to   Madera,    made  an  unfuccefsful   attempt  upon  "JjJ^jj511 
Cadiz,    and  bombarded  Gibraltar,  where  the  mer-  Imiie$. 
chanrs  funk  their  fhips,  that  they  might  not  fall  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  enemy.    Then  they  failed  along 
the  cjaft   of  Spain,    deftroyed  fome  Englifh  and 
Dutch  veffcts  at  Malaga,  Alicant,  and  other  places  j 
and  returned  in  triumph  to  Toulon.     About  this 
period)  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  returned  to  England 
with    his  fquadron,  from   an  unfortunate  expedi- 
C  3  tion 
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A.  c.  1693.  t*lon  jn  tke  Weft- Indies.  In  conjunction  with  colo- 
nel Codringr  n,  governor  of  the  Leeward  iflands, 
he  made  unfuccefsrul  attempts  upon  the  iflands  of 
Martinique  and  Dominique.  Then  he  failed  tQ 
Bofton  in  New-England,  with  a  view  to  concert  an 
expedition  againft  Quebec,  which  wa>  judged  im- 
practicable. He  afterwards  fleered  for  Placentia 
in  Newfoundland,  which  he  would  have  attacked 
without  hefitadon  ;  but  the  deftgn  was  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  voices  in  the  council  of  war.  Thus 
difappoimed  he  fet  fail  for  England  ;  and  arm  ;d 
at  Portfmouth  in  a  very  (battered  condition,  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  having  died  in  the  courfe 
of  this  voyage. 

Benbow  In  November  another  effort  was  made  to  annoy 
sT^Mzio  fke  en2rnY-  Commodore  Benbow  failed  with  a 
fquadron  of  twelve  capital  fhips,  four  bomb-ketches, 
and  ten  brigantines,  to  the  coaft  of  St.  Malo,  and 
anchoring  within  half  a  mile  of  the  town,  canno- 
naded and  bombarded  it  for  three  days  fucceffively. 
Then  they  landed  on  an  ifland,  where  they  burned  a 
convent.  On  the  nineteenth,  they  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  dark  night,  a  frefh  gale,  and  a  ftrong 
tide,  to  fend  in  a  firefhip  of  a  particular  contrivance, 
fti!ed  the  Infernal,  in  order  to  burn  the  town  •>  but, 
Jhe  ftruck  upon  a  reck  before  (he  arrived  at  the 
place,  and  the  engineer  was  obliged  to  fet  her  on 
fire,'  and  retreat.  She  continued  burning  for  fome 
time,  anc!  at  laft  blew  up,  with  fuch  an  explofion 
as  (hook  the  whole  town  like  an  earthquake,  un- 
roofed three  hundred  houfes,  and  broke  all  the  glafs 
and  earthen  ware  for  three  leagues  round.  A  cap- 
ftan  that  weighed  two  hundred  pounds  was  tranf- 
ported  into  the  place,  and  falling  upon  a  houfe, 
levelled  it  to  the  ground  ;  the  greareit  part  of  the 
wall  towards  the  iea  tumbled  down  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants were  overwhelmed  with  conflernation  :  fo 
that  a  fmall  number  of  troops  might  have  taken 

pof- 
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poflefiion  without  refiftance  ;  but  there  was  not  a  A  c-  '693- 
fbldier  on  b ;ard.  Neverthelefs,  the  Tailors  took 
and  demolished  Quince-fort,  and  did  confiderable 
damage  to  the  town  of  St.  Malo,  which  had  been  a 
ntft  of  privateers  that  infefted  the  Englifh  com- 
merce. Though  this  attempt  was  executed  with 
great  fpirit,  and  fome  fuccefs,  the  clamours  of  the 
people  became  louder  and  louder.  They  fcrupled 
not  to  fay,  that  the  councils  of  the  nation  were  be- 
trayed ;  and  their  fufpicions  rofe  ev?n  to  the  fecre- 
tary's  office.  They  obferved,  that  the  French  were 
previoufly  acquainted  with  all  the  motions  of  the 
Englifh,  and  took  their  meafures  accordingly  for 
their  deftruclion.  They  collected  and  compared  a 
good  number  of  particulars,  that  feemed  to  ju£ 
tify  their  fufpicion  of  treachery.  But  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  the  nation,  in  all  probability,  arofefrom 
a  motley  miniftry,  divided  among  themfelves,  who, 
inftead  of  acting  in  concert  for  the  public  good,  em- 
ployed all  their  influence  to  thwart  the  views,  and 
blacken  the  reputations  of  each  other.  The  people 
in  general  exclaimed  againft  the  marquis  of  Caer- 
marthcn,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochefter, 
who  had  acquired  great  credit  with  the  queen  ;  and, 
from  their  hatred  to  the  Whigs,  betrayed  the  ui- 
terefts  of  the  nation. 

But  if  the  Englifh  were  difcontented,  the  French  The  French 
were  mifbrable,  in  fpite  of  all  their  victories.    That  J2-rn"t™~ 
kingdom  laboured  under  a  dreadful  famine,  occa-  mediati-nof 
Honed  partly  from  unfavourable  feafoas,  and  partly  Deninaflt* 
from  the  war,  which  had   not  left  hands  fufficient 
to  cultivate  the  ground.      Notwithflanding  all  the 
diligence   and    providence    of    their    miniftry,    in 
bringing  fupplies  of  corn  from  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark,   their    care    in    regulating    the    price,    and 
turnifh;ng  the    markets,  their  liberal  contributions 
for  the  relief  of  the  indigent;  multitudes  p.jnfhed 
of  want,   and  the  whole  kingdom  was  reduced  to 
poverty  and  diftrefs.      Lewis  pined  in  the  midft  of 
C  4  his 
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A. c.  1693.  h;s  luccefs.  He  faw  his  fubjects  extnufted  by  a 
ruir.ous  war,  in  which  they  had  been  involved  by 
his  ambition.  He  tampeied  with  the  allies  aparr, 
in  hope  cf  dividing  and  detaching  them  from  the 
grand  confederacy  :  hefolicited  the  northern  crowns 
to  engage  as  mediators  for  a  general  peace.  A 
memorial  was  actually  prefemed  by  the  Danifh 
minifier  to  king  WiJlium,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  the  French  king  would  have  btea  contented 
to  purchafe  a  peace  v.'ith  fome  confiderable  con- 
cefTior.s.  But  the  terms  were  rejected  by  the  king 
of  England,  whofe  ambition  and  revenge  were  not 
yet  gratified  ;  and  vvhofe  fubjecls,  though  heavy 
laden,  could  full  bear  additional  burthens. 
«evritvof  The  Jacobites  had  bten  very  attentive  to  the 
th=  govern-  progrefs  of  diflatisfadUon  in  England,  which  they 
n-cngamii  fomentecj  ^fa  fa£r  ^fa^  affitiuhy.  The  late  de- 
claration cf  king  James  had  been  couched  in  fuch 
imperious  terms  as  gave  offence  even  to  fome  of 
the  fa  who  favoured  his.intereft.  The  earl  of  Mid- 
dlercn  therefore,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  re- 
paired to  Sr.  Germain's,  and  obtained  another, 
which  contained  the  promifi*  of  a  general  pardon 
v/i:hout  exceptions-,  and  every  other  conceffion 
that  a  Britifii  fubje£t  could  demand  of  his  fove- 
reign.  About  the  latter  end  of  May,  two  men, 
named  Canning  and  Dormer,  were  apprehended 
for  difperfir.g  copies  of  this  paper,  tried  at  ths 
Ol.i  Bailey,  found  guilty  of  not  only  difperfing, 
but  a'lo  of  compcfing  a  falfe  and  feuitious  libel, 
f.'ntencv-d  to  pay  five  hundred  marks  "a-piece,  to 
Hand  three  times  in  the  pilloiy,  and  find  fureties  for 
their  good  behaviour.  But,  no  circumilance  re- 
flefted  more  dtfgracecn  thi&  r.-ign,  than  the  fate  of 
Andenon,  the  fuppofcd  printer  of  fome  trafts 
againft  ihe  gove:nment.  lit-  was  brought  to  trial 
for  high -treafon  :  he  made  a  vigorous  dcf-nce,  in 
fpice  of  the  infults  and  dtfcouragcmrr.ts  he  iuflained 
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from  a  partial  bench.  As  nothing  but  prefump-  A>  c-l693- 
tions  appeared  againft  him,  the  jury  fcrupled  to 
bring  in  a  verdict  that  would  affect  his  life,  until 
they  were  reviled  and  reprimanded  by  judge  Treby; 
then  they  found  him  guilty.  In  vain  reeourfe  was 
had  to  the  queen's  mercy :  he  fufFered  death  at 
Tyburn  j  and  left  a  paper,  prctefting  folemnly 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  which  he 
affirmed,  was  appointed,  not  to  try,  but  to  con- 
vict him  ;  and  petitioning  heaven  to  forgive  his 
penitent  jury.  The  feverity  of  the  government 
was  like  wife- exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  feme  adven- 
turers, who  having  equipped  privateers  to  cruizs 
upon  the  Englifh,  under  joint-commifFions  from 
the  late  king  James  and  Lewis  XIV.  happened  to 
be  taken  by  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war.  Dr.  Oldys, 
the  king's  advocate,  being  commanded  top;oceed 
againft  them  as  guilty  of  treafon  and  pyracy,  re- 
fufed  to  commence  the  profecution  ;  and  gave  his 
opinion  in  writing,  that  they  were  neither  traitors 
nor  pyrates.  He  fupported  this  opinion  by  argu- 
ments before  the  council,  and  was  anfwered  by 
Dr.  Littleton,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  office, 
from  which  he  was  difmiflfcd  ;  and  the  prifoners 
were  executed  as  traitors.  The  Jacobites  did  not 
fail  to  retort  thofe  arts  upon  the  government,  which 
their  adverfaries  had  fo  fuccefsfully  pradifcd  in  the 
late  reign.  They  inveighed  againft  the  vindictive 
fpirit  of  the  administration,  and  taxed  it  with  en- 
couraging informers  and  falfe  witnefies  •,  a  charge 
for  which  there  was  too  much  foundation. 

The  friends  of  James  in  Scotland  ftill  continued  ^omriai- 
to  concert  defigns  in  his  favour  ;  but,  their  corref-  Jac"e*jj[*" 
pondence  was  detected,   and  their  aims  defeated, 
the  vigilance  of  the  miniftry  in  that  kingdom.     Se- 
cretary Johnfton  not  only  kept  a  watchful  eye  over 
all  their  tranfactions,  but  by  a  dextrous  manage- 
ment of  court  liberality  and  favour,  appeafed  the 
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A.  c.  i693  difcontents  of  the  prefbyterians  fo  effe&ually,  that 
the  king  ran  no  rifque  in  aflembling  the  parliament. 
Some  offices  were  beftowed  upon  the  leaders  of  the 
kirk  party  ;  and  the  duke  of  Hamilton  being  re- 
conciled to  the  government,  was  appointed  com- 
miffioner.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  the 
fefilon  was  opened,  and  the  king's  letter,  replete 
with  the  moft  cajoling  expreffions,  being  read,  the 
parliament  proceeded  to  exhibit  undeniable  fpeci- 
mens  of  their  good  humour.  They  drew  up  a  very 
affe&ionate  anfwer  to  his  maj-fty's  letter:  They 
voted  an  addition  of  fix  new  regiments  to  the  (land- 
ing forces  of  the  kingdom  :  They  granted  a  fupply 
of  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  to  his  majefty  :  They  enacted  a  law  for  levy- 
ing men  toferve  on  board  of  the  royal  navy  :  They 
fined  all  abfentees,  whether  lords  or  commons  j 
and  vacated  the  feats  of  all  thofe  commiffinners  who 
refufed  to  take  the  oath  of  affurance,  which  was 
equivalent  to  an  abjuration  of  king  James :  They 
fet  on  foot  an  enquiry  about  an  intended  invafion  : 
They  publiflied  fome  intercepted  letters,  fuppofed 
to  be  written  to  king  James  by  Nevil  Payne,  whom 
they  committed  to  prifon,  and  threatened  with  a 
trial  for  high  treafon  ;  but  he  eluded  the  danger, 
by  threatening  in  his  turn  to  impeach  thofe  who 
had  made  their  peace  with  the  government :  They 
paffed  an  aft  for  the  comprehenfion  of  fuch  of  the 
fpifcopai  clergy  as  fhould  condefcend  to  take  the 
oaths  by  the  tenth  day  of  July  All  that  the  gene- 
ral afiembly  required  cf  them,  was  an  offer  to  fub- 
1'crsbe  the  confeffion  of  faith,  and  to  acknowledge 
prefbytery  as  the  only  government  of  the  Scottilh 
church  :  but  they  neither  fubmitted  to  thefe  terms, 
nor  took  the  oaths  within  the  limited  time  •,  fo  that 
tli^y  forfeited  all  legal  right  to  their  benefi.es.  Ne- 
vcrthe'lefs,  they  continued  in  pofiefllon,  and  even 
received  private  aflarances  of  the  king's  protection. 

It 
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It  was  one  of  William's  political  maxims  to  court  *•  c-  >693- 
his  dcmeftic  enemies  •,  but  it  was  never  attended 
with  any  good  effect.     This  indulgence  gave  of- 
fence to  the  prefbyterians,    and  former  diftractions 
began  to  revive. 

The  kino;  having  prevailed  upon  the  States- ge- Thiklns 

&.  *  .  •,  r       returns  to 

neral  to  augment  their  land-forces  and  navy  for  England, 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  embarked  for  "j^'J^ 
England,  and  arrived  at  Kenfington  on  the  thir-  theminif" 
tieth  day  of  October.  Finding  the  people  clamorous  J>rye'nsa"j|c 
and  difcontented,  the  trade  of  the  nation  decayed,  femon  of 
the  affairs  of  ftate  mifmanaged,  and  the  minifters  Fo 
recriminating  upon  one  another,  he  perceived  the 
necefiity  of  changing  hands,  and  refolved  to  take 
his  meafures  accordingly.  Sunderland  his  chief 
counfellor  reprefented,  that  the  Tories  were  averfe 
to  the  continuance  of  a  war,  which  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  nothing  but  damage  and  difgrace  -, 
whereas  the  Whigs  were  much  more  practicable, 
and  would  bleed  freely,  partly  from  the  terrors  of 
invafion  and  popery,  partly  from  the  ambition  of 
being  courted  by  the  crown,  and  partly  from  the 
profpect  of  advantage,  in  advancing  money  to  the 
government  on  the  funds  eftablifhed  by  parliament  : 
for  that  fort  of  traffic  which  obtained  the  appellation 
of  the  monied-intereft,  was  altogether  a  whiggifh 
inftitution.  The  king  revolved  thefe  obfervations 
in  his  own  mind;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  par- 
liament met  on  the  feventh  day  of  November,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  laft  prorogation.  In  his  fpeech  he  ex- 
prefTed  his  refentment  againft  thofe  who  were  authors 
of  the  mifcarriages  at  fea  •,  reprefented  the  necefiity 
of  incrcafing  the  land  forces  and  the  navy,  and  de- 
manded a  Tuicable  fupply  for  thefe  purpofes.  [n 
order  to  pave  the  way  to  their  condefcenfion,  he 
had  already  difmiiTed  from  his  council  the  earl  of 
Nottingham,  who,  of  all  his  minifters,  was  the 
,moft  odious  to  the  people.  His  place  would  have 
3  been 
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A.C.  1693  been  immediately  filled  with  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury; 
but  that  nobleman  fufpecting  this  was  a  change  of 
men  rather  than  of  meafures,  flood  a'ocf  for  fome 
time,  until  he  received  fuch  aflurances  from  the 
king  as  quieted  his  fcruples»  and  then  he  accepted 
the  office  of  fecretary.  The  lieutenancy  for  the 
city  of  London,  and  all  other  com  millions  over 
England,  were  altered  with  a  view  to  favour  the 
Whig  intereft ;  and  the  individuals  of  that  party 
were  indulged  with  many  places  of  truft  and  pro- 
fit: but  ths  Tories  were  too  powerful  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  be  exafperated,  and  therefore  a 
good  number  of  them  were  retained  in  office. 

Both  houffs      On  the  fixch  day  of  the  feffion  discommons  una- 

jnquire  intonimoufly  ref0lveci    to   fupport    thtir  majefties  and 

themifcar-      .      .  J  .'  r      .  .>   .     .  . 

their  government-,  to  inquire  into  miicarnages  j 
and  to  confider  means  for  preferving  the  trade  of 
the  nation.  The  Turky  company  were  fummoned 
to  produce  the  petitions  they  had  delivered  to  ths 
commilftoners  of  the  admiralty  for  convoy  -,  while 
lord  Falkland,  who  fat  at  the  head  of  that  board, 
gave  in  copies  of  all  the  orders  and  directions  fent 
to  Sir  George  Rooke  concerning  the  Streights  fleet, 
together  with  a  lift  of  all  the  mips  at  that  time  in 
commifiion.  Ic  appeared,  in  the  ccurfe  of  this  in- 
quiry, that  the  mitcan  iage  of  Rooke's  fleet  was  in 
a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  mifcondud  of  the 
admirals,  and  neglect  of  the  victualling  office  ;  but 
they  were  fkretned  by  a  majority.  Mr.  HarJey, 
one  of  the  commimoners  for  taking  and  dating  the 
public  accoums,  delivered  a  reporc  which  contained 
a  charg?  of  peculation  againft  lord  Falkland.  Rainf- 
ford,  receiver  of  the  rights  and  perquifues  of  the 
navy,  confefled  that  he  had  received  and  payed 
more  money  than  that  which  was  charged  in  the 
accompts  i  and,  in  particular,  that  he  had  payed 
four  thouland  pounds  to  lord  FaUland,  by  hisma- 
jefty's  order.  This  lord  had  acknowledged  before 

the 
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the  commiflioners,  that  he  had  payed  one  half  of-*-  c*  l693- 
the  fum,  by  the  king's  order,  to  a  perfon  who  was 
not  a  member  of  either  houfe  ;  and  that  the  remain- 
der was  ftill  in  his  hands.  Rainsford  owned  he  had 
the  original  letter  which  he  received  from  Falk- 
land, demanding  the  money  ;  and  this  nobleman 
defiring  to  fee  it,  detained  the  voucher  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  that  incenfed  the  commons  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  a  motion  was  made  for  committing  him  to  the 
Tower,  and  debated  with  great  warmth,  but  at 
laft  over- ruled  by  the  majority.  Neverthelefs,  they 
agreed  to  make  him  fcnfible  of  their  difpleafure, 
and  he  was  reprimanded  in  his  place.  The  houfe 
of  lords  having  alfo  inquired  into  the  caufes  of  the 
mifcarriage  at  fea,  very  violent  debates  arofe,  and 
at  length  the  majority  refolved,  that  the  admirals 
had  done  well  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  they 
had  received.  This  was  a  triumph  over  the  Whig 
lords,  who  had  fo  eagerly  profecuced  the  affair,  and 
now  proteiled  againft  the  refolution,  not  without 
great  appearance  of  reafon.  The  next  Hep  of  the 
lords,  was  to  exculpate  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  as 
the  blame  feerned  to  lie  with  him,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  the  admirals  were  innocent.  With  a  view 
therefore  to  transfer  this  blame  to  Trenchard  the 
whiggifh  fecretary,  he  gave  the  houfe  to  underftand, 
that  he  had  received  from  Paris  intelligence  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  containing  a  lift  of  the  enemy's 
fleet,  and  the  time  of  their  failing  ;  that  this  was 
communicated  to  a  committee  of  the  council,  and 
pariicularly  imparted  to  fecretary  Trenchard,  whofe 
province  it  was  to  tranfmit  inductions  to  the  ad- 
mirals. Two  conferences  paHVd  on  this  fubjeft 
between  the  lords  and  commons.  Trenchard  de- 
livered in  his  defence  in  writing  •,  and  was  in  his 
turn  fkreened  by  the  whole  erTorcs  of  the  mir.iftry, 
in  \vhich  the  Whig  influence  now  predominated. 
Thus  an  inquiry  of  fuch  national  confequence, 
2  which 
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A,  c.  i693.  which  took  its  rife  from  the  king's  own  expreffion 
of  refentment  againft  the  delinquents,  was  ftifled  by 
the  arts  of  the  court,  becaufe  it  was  likely  to  aftecl: 
one  of  its  creatures  :  for,  though  there  was  no  pre- 
meditated treachery  in  the  cafe,  the  intereft  of  the 
public  was  certainly  facrificed  to  the  mutual  animo- 
fuy  of  the  minifters.  The  charge  of  lord  Falkland 
being  refumed  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  he  appear- 
ed to  have  begged  and  received  of  the  king,  the 
remaining  two  thoufand  pounds  of  the  money 
which  had  been  payed  by  Rainsford  :  he  was  there- 
fore declared  guilty  of  a  high  mifdemeanor  and 
breach  of  truft,  and  committed  to  the  Tower  ; 
from  whence,  however,  he  was  in  two  days  dif- 
charged  upon  his  petition. 

mlnspTiit  Harley,  Foley,  and  Harcourt,  prefented  to  the 
•  wftfiim  hcufe  a  ftate  of  the  receipts  and  iffues  of  the  re- 
S-e^rfthe  venue>  together  with  two  reports  from  the  com- 
enfuing  miffioners  of  the  accounts,  concerning  fums  iflued 
for  fecret  fervices,  and  to  members  of  parliament. 
This  was  a  difcovery  of  the  moft  fcandalous  prac- 
tices in  the  myftery  of  corruption,  equally  exercifed 
on  the  individuals  of  both  parties,  in  occafional 
bounties,  grant?,  places,  penfions,  equivalents, 
and  additional  falaries.  The  malcontents  there- 
fore juftly  obferved,  the  houfe  of  commons  was  fo 
managed  that  the  king  could  baffle  any  bill,  quafh 
all  grievances,  ftifle  accounts,  and  rectify  the  ar- 
ticles of  Limerick.  When  the  commons  took  in- 
to confederation  the  eflimates  and  fupplies  of  the 
cnfuing  year,  the  king  demanded  forty  thoufand 
men  for  the  navy,  and  above  one  hundred  thou- 
fand for  the  purpofes  of  the  land-fervice.  Before 
the  houfe  confidered  thefe  enormous  demands,  they 
granted  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  way  of 
advance,  to  quiet  the  clamours  of  the  feamen,  who 
were  become  mutinous  and  defperate  for  want  of 
pay,  upwards  of  one  million  being  due  to  them  for 

wages. 
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wages.  Then  the  commons  roted  the  number  of  A-  c'  l6*J* 
men  required  for  the  navy :  but  they  were  fo 
afhamed  of  that  for  the  army,  that  they  thought  it 
neceflary  to  aft  in  fuch  a  manner  as  mould  imply 
that  they  ft  ill  retained  fome  regard  for  their  coun- 
try. They  called  for  all  the  treaties  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  king  and  his  allies  :  they  examined  the 
different  proportions  of  the  troops  furnimed  by  the 
refpective  powers  :  they  confidered  the  intended 
augmentations,  and  fixed  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
year  at  fourfcore  and  three  thoufand,  one  hundred 
and  one  and  twenty  men,  including  officers.  For 
the  maintenance  of  thefe  they  allotted  Che  fum  of 
two  millions  five  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand,  five 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  They  granted  two 
millions  for  the  navy,  and  about  five  hundred 
thoufand  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  an- 
nuity and  poll-bills ;  fo  that  the  fupplies  for  the 
year  amounted  to  about  five  millions  and  a  half, 
raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  four  Shillings  in  the  pound, 
by  two  more  lives  in  the  annuities,  a  further  ex- 
cife  on  beer,  a  new  duty  on  fait,  and  a  lottery. 

Though  the  malcontents  in  parliament  could  not  The  king 
withftand  this  torrent  of  profusion,  they  endeavour-  «]'*««  d» 
ed  to  diftrefs  the  court-intereft,  by  reviving  the  po-  fiiaSTiL 
pular  bills  of  the  preceding  fefiions  ;  fuch  as  that  Paitial  Pr°- 
of  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of  high-treafon,   the  JTiilment  j 
other  for  the  more  frequent  calling;  and  meeting  of andthe    ; 

,.  ,     ,  P  ,   .  °  .    ,  lower  home 

parliaments,  and  that  concerning  free  and  impartial  Kmonft«tw 
proceedings  in  parliament.     The  firft  was  neglected  cy1™1"** 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  the  fecond  was  rejected  j  the Je 
third  was  pafifed  by  the  commons,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  it  would  be  defeated   in  the  other  ho«fe. 
The  lords  returned  it  with  certain  amendments,  to 
which  the  commons  would  not  agree  :   a  conference 
enfued  ;  the  peers  receded  from  their  corrections, 
and  pafled  the  bill,  to  which  the  king,   however, 

refufed 
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A.C.  1693.  refufed  his  aflent.  Nothing  could  be  more  unpopu- 
Jar  and  dangerous  than  fuch  a  ftep  at  this  juncture. 
Ths  commons,  in  order  to  recover  fome  credit 
with  the  people,  determined  to  difapprove  of  his 
majefty's  conduct.  The  houfe  formed  itfelf  in- 
felf  into  a  committee,  to  take  the  (late  of  the  king- 
dom into  confideration.  They  refolved,  that  who- 
ever advifed  the  king  to  refuie  the  royal  afTent  to 
that  bill,  was  an  enemy  to  their  majefti^s  and  the 
kingdom.  They  Jikewife  prefented  an  addrefs, 
exprefling  their  concern  that  he  had  not  given  his 
confent  to  the  bill,  and  befeeching  his  majefty  to 
hearken  for  the  future  to  the  advice  of  his  parlia- 
ment, rather  than  to  the  counfels  of  particular  per- 
fons,  who  might  have  private  interefts  of  their 
own,  feparate  from  thole  of  his  majefty  and  his 
people.  The  king  thanked  them  for  their  zeal, 
profefied  a  warm  regard  for  their  conftitution  ;  and 
aflbred  them  he  would  look  upon  all  parties  as  ene- 
mies, who  fhould  endeavour  to  leffcn  the  confidence 
fubfifting  between  the  fovereign  and  people.  The 
members  in  the  oppofition  were  not  at  all  fatisfied 
with  this  general  reply.  A  day  being  appointed  to 
take  it  into  confideration,  a  warm  debate  was  main- 
tained with  equal  eloquence  and  acrimony.  At 
length  the  queftion  being  put,  that  an  addrefs 
be  made  for  a  more  explicit  anfwer,  it  paflrd  in  the 
negative  by  a  great  majority. 

Eiubiifli-         The  city  or  London  petitioned  that  aparliamen- 
mentof  the  tary  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  orphans  whofe 
England,     fortunes   they   had  fcandaloufly  fquandcred   away. 
Such  an  application  had  been  made  in  the  preceding 
feflion,  and  rejecled  with  dlfJain  as  an  impofuiori 
on  the  public  :   but  now  thofe  fcruples  were  remov. 
ed,  and  they  paffed  a  bill  for  this"  purpofe,  confid- 
ing of  many  claufes,  extending  to  different  charges 
on  the  city-landsj  aqueducts,  psrfonal  edar.es,  and 

impofing 
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impoiirtg  duties  on  binding  apprentices,  confti-  A-c 1693* 
tuting  freemen,  as  alfo  upon  wines  and  coals 
imported  into  London.  On  the  twenty-third  day 
of  March  thefe  bills  received  the  royal  affent ;  and 
the  king  took  that  opportunity  of  recommending 
difpatch,  as  thefeafon  of  the  year  was  far  advanced, 
and  the  enemy  diligently  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  an  early  campaign.  The  fchetne  of  a 
national  bank,  like  thofe  of  Amflerdam  and  Ge- 
noa, had  bsen  recommended  to  the  miniftry,  as  an 
excellent  inftitution,  as  well  for  the  credit  and  fe- 
curity  of  the  government,  as  for  the  increafe  of 
trade  and  circulation.  One  project  was  invented 
by  doctor  Hugh  Chamberlain,  propoGng  the  cir- 
culation of  tickets  on  land-iecurity  :  but  William 
Paterfon  was  author  of  that  wtuch  was  carried  into 
execution  by  the  intereft  of  Michael  Godfrey,  and 
other  active  projectors.  The  fcheme  was  founded 
on  the  notion  of  a  transferable  fund,  and  a  circu- 
lation by  bill,  on  the  credit  of  a  large  capital. 
Forty  merchants  fubfcribed  to  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  fund  of  ready  mo- 
ney to  circulate  one  million  at  eight  per  cent,  to  be  v 
lent  to  the  government ;  and  even  this  fund  of 
ready  money  bore  the  lame  intereft.  When  it  was 
properly  digefted  in  the  cabinet,  and  a  majority  In 
parliament  fecured  for  its  reception,  the  under- 
takers for  the  court  introduced  it  into  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  expatiated  upon  the  national  ad- 
vantages that  would  accrue  from  fuch  a  meafure. 
They  laid  it  would  refcue  the  nation  out  of  the 
hands  of  extortioners  and  ufurers,  lower  interefl, 
raife  the  value  of  land,  revive  and  efbbiifh  public 
credit,  facilitate  the  annual  fupplies,  and  connect 
the  people  the  more  cloiely  with  the  government. 
The  project  was  violently  oppofed  by  a  Itrong 
party,  who  affirmed  that  it  would  become  a  mono- 
poly, and  engrofs  the  whole  money  of  the  kirvg- 
N°.  8 1.  D  dorrj: 
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A.C.  1693.  dom  :  that,  as  it  mult  infallibly  be  fubfervient  to 
government  views,  it  mi^ht  be  employed  to  the 
worft  purpofes  of  arbitrary  power:  that,  inftead  of 
affifting,  it  would  weaken  commerce,  by  tempting 
people  to  withdraw  their  money  from  trade,  and 
employ  it  in  ftock-jobbing  :  that  it  would  produce 
a  fwarm  of  brokers  and  jobbers  to  prey  upon  their 
fellow-creatures,  encourage  fraud  and  gaming,  and 
further  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  nation.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thele .  objections,  the  bill  made  its  way 
through  the  two  rioufes,  eftabliming  the  funds  for 
the  fecurity  and  advantage  of  the  fubfcribers  •,  im- 
powering  their  majefties  to  incorporate  them  by 
the  name  of  The  governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England,  under  a  provifo,  that  at  any  time  after 
the  firft  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  five,  upon  a  year's  notice,  and 
the  repayment  of  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  the  faid  corporation  fhould  ceafe  and  de- 
termine. T  he  bill  like  wife  contained  claufes  of  ap- 
propriation for  the  fervices  of  the  public.  The  whole 
lubfcription  was  filled  in  ten  days  after  its  being 
opened ;  and  the  court  of  directors  completed  the 
payment  before  the  expiration  of  die  time  prefcrib- 
cd  by  the  a<5t,  although  they  did  not  call  in  more 
than  feven  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
of  the  money  fubfcribed.  All  thefe  funds  proving 
inadequate  to  the  eftimates,  the  commons  brought 
in  a  bill  to  impofe  ftamp  duties  upon  all  velum, 
parchment,  and  paper,  uled  in  almolt  every  kind 
of  intercourfe  between  man  and  manj  and  they 
crowned  the  opprefiions  of  the  year  with  another 
grievous  tax  upon  carriages,  under  the  name  of  a 
bill  for  licenfing  and  regulating  hackney  and  ftage- 
coaches. 

.  The  commons,  in  a  claufe  of  the  bill  for  taxing 
feveral  joint -ftocks,  provided,  that  in  cafe  of  a  de- 
fault in  the  payment  of  that  tax,  within  the  time 

limited 
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limited  by  the  act,  the  charter  of  the  company  fo  A- c- 16»  J» 
failing  fhould  be  deemed  void  and  forfeited.     The  The  Ea*- 
Eaft-India  company  actually  neglected  their  pay- 1*"* o°>™\* 
mcnt ;  and  the  public  imagined  the  miniftry  would  a  Rew  char' 
feize    this  opportunity   of  diflblving  a  monopoly*"* 
againft  which  fo  many  complaints  had  been  made : 
but  they  underftood  their  own  (Irerlgth ;  and,  in- 
flead  of  being  broke,  obtained   the  promise  of  a 
new  charter.     This  was  no  fooner  known,  than  the 
controverfy  between  them  and  their  adverjaries  was 
revived   with    fuch   anirnofity,    that    the    council 
thought  proper  to  indulge  both  parties  with  a  hear- 
ing.    As   this    produced  no    refolution,  the  mer- 
chants who  oppofed  the  company  petitioned   that, 
in  the  mean  while,  the  new  charter  might  be  fuf- 
pended.     Addrefies  of  the  fame  kind  were  prefent- 
cd  by  a  great  number  of  clothiers,  linen-drapers, 
and  other  dealers.     To  thefe  a  written  anivver  was 
publifhed  by  the  company  :  the  merchants  printed 
a  reply,    in  which  they  undertook  to  prove,  that 
the  company  had  been  guilty  of  unjuft  and  un- 
warrantable actions,  tending  to  the  fcandal  of  reli- 
gion, the  dilhonour  of  the  nation,  the  reproach  of" 
our  laws,  the  oppreflion  of  the  people,  and  the  ruin 
of  the  trade.      They  obferved,  that  two  private 
ihips  had  exported  in  one  year  three  times  as  many 
cloaths  as  the  company  had  exported  in  three  years. 
They  offered  to  fend  more  cloath  and  Englifh  mer- 
chandife  to  the  Indies  in  one  year,  than  the  com- 
pany had  exported  in  five  •,  to  furnifh  the  govern- 
ment with  five  hundred  tons  of  ialt-petre  for  lefs 
than  one  half  of  the  ulual  price ;  and  they  repre- 
fented,  that  the  company  could  neithert  load  the 
fhips  they  petitioned  for  in  England,  nor  reload 
them  in  the  Eaft-Indies.     In  fpite  of  all  thefe  re- 
monftrances,    the  new   charter  pafled   the    greaG 
feal ;  though  the  grants  contained  in  it  were  limited 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  did  not  amount  to  an 
D  2  exclufive 
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A.C.  1693.  exclufive  privilege,  and  fubjected  the  company  to 
inch  alterations,  reflrictions,  and  qualifications,  as 
the  king  fhould  direct  before  the  twenty- ninth  day 
of  September.  This  indulgence,  and  other  favours 
granted  to  the  company,  were  privately  purchafed 
of  the  miniilry,  and  became  productive  of  a  loud 
outcry  againit  the  government.  The  merchants 
published  a  journal  of  the  whole  tranfaction  :  they 
petitioned  the  houie  of  commons,  that  their  liberty 
of  trading  to  the  Eaft- Indies  might  be  confirmed 
by  parliament.  Another  petition  wasprefented  by 
the  company,  praying  that  their  charter  might  re- 
ceive a  parliamentary  fanction.  Both  parties  em- 
ployed all  their  addrefs  in  making  private  applica- 
tion to  the  members.  The  houie  having  examined 
the  different  charters,  the  book  of  their  new 
fubfcriptions,  and  every  particular  relating  to  the 
company,  refolved  that  all  the  fubjecls  of  England 
had  an  equal  right  to  trade  to  the  Eail  Indies,  un- 
leis  prohibited  by  a&  of  parliament. 

gcnJ^L  But  nothing  cngrofled  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
t.,rai  za'ion  lie  more  than  a  bill  which  was  brought  into  the 
dr°pptd'  houie  for  a  general  naturalization  of  all  foreign  pro- 
teltants.  The  advocates  for  this  meature  alledged, 
'1  hat  great  part  of  the  lands  of  England  lay  uncul- 
tivated :  That  the  flrength  of  a  nation  confifted  in 
the  number  of  inhabitants  :  That  the  people  were 
thinned  by  the  war  and  foreign  voyages,  and  re- 
quired an  extraordinary  iupply  :  That  a  great  num- 
ber of  proteflants,  periecuted  in  France  and  other 
countries,  would  gladly  remove  to  a  land  of  free- 
dom, and  bring  along  with  them  their  wealth  and 
manufactures  :  That  the  community  had  been 
largely  repayed  for  the  protection  grunted  to  thole 
refugees  who  had  already  fettled  in  the  kingdom. 
They  had  introduced  levcral  new  branches  of  manu- 
facture, promoted  induilry,  and  lowered  the  price 
of  labour,  a.  circumflarice  of  the  utmoil  impor- 
tance 
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tance  to  trade,  opprefied  as  it  was  with  taxes,  andvc- |893' 
expoied   to  uncommon  hazard  from  the  enemy. 
The  opponents  of  the  bill  urged  with  great  vehe- 
mence, That  it  would  cheapen  the  birthright  of 
lingliihmen  :     That  the  want  cf  culture  was  owing 
to   the  oppremon  of  the  times :  That  foreigners 
being  admitted  into    the  privileges  of  the  Britilh 
trade,  would  grow  wealthy  at  the  expence  of  their 
benefactors,    and  transfer   the   fortunes   they  had 
gained  into  their  native  country  :  That  the  reduc- 
tion in   the   price  of  labour  would  be  a  national 
grievance,  while  many  thoufands  of  Englifh  manu  - 
faclurers  were  ftarving  for  want  of  employment, 
and  the  price  of  provifions  continued  fo  high,  that 
even   thole  who  were  employed  could    fcarce  fup- 
ply  their  families  with  bread  :  That  the  real  defign 
of  the  bill  was  to  make  fuch  an  accefiion  to  the 
difienters  as  would  render  them  an  equal  match  in 
the  body-politic  for  thofe  of  the   church  of  Eng- 
land ;  to  create  a  greater  dependence  on  the  crown, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  fupply  a  foreign  head  with  fo- 
reign members.     Sir  John  Knight,    a  member  of 
the  houie,  in  a  fpeech  upon  this  iubjecl:,   exaffee- 
rated  the  bad  coniequences  that  would  attend  fuch 
a  bill,  with  all  the  wit  and  virulence  of  latire  :  it 
was  printed  and  dilperied  through  the  kingdom, 
and  railed  fuch  a  flame  among  the  people  as  had 
not  appeared  fince  the  revolution.     They  exclaim- 
ed, thac  all  offices  would  be  conferred  upon  Dutch- 
men, who  would    become  Lord-danes,  and  prc- 
icribe  the  modes  of  religion  and  government ;  and 
they  extolled  Sir  John  Knight  as  the  faviour  of  ths 
nation.     The  courtiers,  incenled  at  the  progreis  of 
this  clamour,  complained  in  the  houie  of  the  fpeech, 
which  had  been  printed  -,  and  Sir  John  was  threat-  r"™*'frt9 
enedwith  expulfion  and  imprilbnment.     He  there-  Lite  o:  king 
fore  thought  proper  to  difown  the  paper,  which  TiniaY"' 
was   burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang-  s.,tcT.«ai. 
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A.  c.  1693.  man.    This  facrifice  ferved  only  to  iricreafe  the  po- 
pular difturbance,  which  role  to  fuch  a  height  of 
violence,  that  the  court  party  began  to  tremble  ; 
and  the  bill  was  dropped  tor  the  prefent. 
whSr"*       Lord  Coningfby  and  Mr.  Porter  had  committed 
Pe rifte  in  a  the   moft  flagrant  ads  of  oppreflion    in   Irtl.md. 
Thefe  had  been  explained  during  the  laft  ieflion, 
by  the  gentlemen  who  appealed  againft  the  adminif- 
tration  of  lord  Sidney  :  but  they  were  fcreened  by 
the  miniftry  •,  and  therefore  the  earl  of  Bellamont 
now  impeached  them  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  of 
•which  he  and  they  were  members.     After  an  exa- 
mination  of  the  articles  exhibited  againft  them,  the 
commons,  who  were  by  this  time  at  the  devotion 
of  the  court,  declared,  that  confidering  the  Itate  of 
affairs  in  Ireland,    they  did  not  think  them  fit 
A.c.  1694.  grounds  for  an    impeachment.     In  the  couric  of 
this  fefiion,  the  nation  fufrained  another  misfortune 
in  the  fate  of  Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  who  had  been 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean iquadron.     He  received  inftructions  to  take 
under  his   convoy   the  merchant  mips   bound  to 
Turkey,  Spain,  and  Italy  ;  to  cruife  thirty  days 
in  a  certain  latitude,  for  the  protection  of  the  Spa- 
nifli  plate- fleet  homeward-bound  ;  to  leave  part  of 
his  fquadron  at  Cadiz,  as  convoy  to  the  trade  for 
England  ^  to  proceed  with  the  reft  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean; to  join  the  Spanilh  fleet  in  his  return  ;  and 
to  act  in  concert  with   them,  until  he  mould  be 
joined  by  the  fleet  from  Turkey  and  the  Streights, 
and  accompany  them  back  to  England.     About  the 
latter  end  of  Cftober  he  fet  fail  from  St.  Helen's, 
and  in  January  arrived  at  Cadiz  with  the  fhips  un- 
der his  convoy.     There  leaving  rear-admiral  Hop- 
fon,  he  proceeded  for  the  Mediterranean.  In  the  bay 
of  Gibraltar  he  war,  overtaken  with  a  dreadful  tem- 
>eft,  under  a  kc-fhore,  \vhich  he  could  not  pofli- 
)ly  weather>  and  where  the   ground  was  fo  foul 

that 
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that  no  anchor  would  hold.  This  expedient,  how-  A<  c<  t69r 
ever,  was  tried.  A  great  number  of  Ihips  were 
driven  afliore,  and  many  perilhed.  The  admiral's 
fhip  foundered  at  lea,  and  he  and  all  his  crew  were 
buried  in  the  deep,  except  two  Moors,  who  were 
miraculoufly  preferved.  Two  other  Ihips  of  the 
line,  three  ketches,  and  fix  merchant  mips,  were 
loft.  The  remains  of  the  fleet  were  fo  much  mat- 
tered, that  infteadof  proiecuting  their  voyage,  they 
returned  to  Cadiz  in  order  to  be  refitted,  and  fliel- 
tered  from  the  attempts  of  the  French  fquadrons, 
which  were  Hill  at  fea,  under  the  command  of  Cha- 
teau -Renaud  and  Cabaret.  On  the  twenty  fifth 
day  of  April  the  king  clofed  the  feflion  with  a 
fpeech  in  the  ufual  ftile,  and  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  day  of  September  -f-. 

Lewis  of  France  being  tired  of  the  war,  which  TheEns- 

i      j   •  -nil-  •  j  I'"1  attempt 

had  impovenlhed  his  country,  continued  to  tarn- to  make  a 
per  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and,  by  the  canal  ofdefcent  in 
the  pope,  made  fome  offers  to  the  king  of  Spain,  bay^blTtare 

rep  ul  fed 

f  Befides  the  bills  already  mention-  and  eail  of  Arran  in  Ireland.   The  earl  with  tofs. 

ed,  the  parliament  in  this  feflion  parted  of  Shrew  fburywai  hcnouied  with  the 

an  aft  for  taking  and  ftating  the  pu-  tide  of  duke.     The  earl  of  Mu'^r»vc 

bJic  accounts;  another  to  encourage  being  reconciled  to  thecourt-mtaiures, 

ftip  building  ;  a  th;rd  for  the  better  wat  gratified  with  a  penfion  of  three 

difciplining  the  navy  ;  the  ufual  mili-  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  title  of  mar- 

tia  aft,  and  an  aft  enabling  his  majefty  quis  of  Normanby.   Hem  yHei  bert  was 

to  make  grants  and  leales  inthedutchy  ennobled  by  the  title  of  baron  Herbert 

of  Cornwall.      One  was  alf<>  patted  for  of  Cheibury.      The  earls  of  Bedford, 

lenewing  a  claufe  in  an  old  ftatute  li-  Devonfhiie  an<1  Clare,  were  promoted 

miting  the  number  of  jufticcs  of  the  to  the  r»nk  of  dukes.    The  marquis  of 

peace  in  the  principality  of  Wales.  The  Ca>maeith<n  was  made  uukeof  Leeds, 

duke  of  Norfolk  brought  an  aftioninto  lord  vifcount  Sidney  carl  of  Rumney, 

the  court  of  kingVbench  againft  Mr-  and  thevif^ouii  Newpoit  earl  of  Brad- 

Jermaine,   for    criminal  converfation  ford    Ruflel  was  advanced  to  thehe?d 

with  his  ('utcheft.  The  caufe  was  tried,  of  the  admiralty  board      Sir  Geoige 

and  the  jury  brought  in  their  verdift  Roake  and  Sir  John  Houblon  were  ap- 

f<r  me   hundred  mat  ks  and  cofls  of  pointed    joint-iommiffioners     int-he 

fu't,  in  favour  of  the  phintifF.  room  of  Killegrewand  Delaval.  Charles 

Before  ths  king  emb:i:k-d,  he  grati-  Mon  ague  was  made  chancellor  of  the 

fied  a  good  number  of  his  fuen-is  with  exchequer;  Sr  William  Trumbal  and 

promotions.  Lord  Charles  Rutler,  bro-  John  Smith  comnvirioners  of  the  tiea- 

ther  to  the  duke»f  Orm-'hti,  wascrea-  fury,   n  the  ronm  of  Sir  Edward  Sey- 

ted  lord  Butler cf  Wcilon  in  England,  rnoui*and  Mr.  Hamden. 

D  4  which 
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A  c.  1694.  whlch  were  rejected.  Mean  while  he  refolved  to 
ftand  upon  the  defensive  during  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, in  every  part  but  Catalonia,  where  his  whole 
naval  force  might  co-operate  with  the  count  de 
Noailles,  who  commanded  the  land-army.  King 
William  having  received  intelligence  of  their  de- 
fign  upon  Barcelona,  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  Breft  and  Toulon  fquadrons,  by 
fending  Ruflfel  to  fea  as  early  as  the  fleet  could  be 
in  a  condition  to  fail :  but,  before  he  arrived  at 
Portfmouth,  the  Breft  fquadron  had  quitted  that 
harbour.  On  the  third  day  of  May  the  admiral 
failed  from  St.  Helen's,  with  the  combined  fqua- 
drons of  England  and  Holland,  amounting  to  ninety 
fhips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  fire-fhips,  and 
tenders.  He  detached  captain  Pritchard  of  the 
Monmouth  with  two  fire-mips  to  deftroy  a  fleet  of 
French  merchant- mips  RearConquet-bay  -,  and  this 
fervice  being  performed,  he  returned  to  St.  Helen's, 
where  he  had  left  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  with  a 
fquadron,  to  take  on  board  a  body  of  land-forces, 
intended  for  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  France. 
Th;Te  being  embarked,  under  the  command  of 
general  Tollemache,  the  whole  fleet  failed  again  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  May.  The  land  and  fea  of- 
ficers, in  a  council  of  war,  agreed  that  part  of  the 
flt^et  deligned  for  this  expedition,  mould  feparate 
fi'Qm  the  reft,  and  proceed  to  Camaret-bay,  where 
the  forces  mould  be  landed.  On  the  fifth  day  of 
June,  lord  Berkeley,  who  commanded  this  fqua- 
dron, parted  with  the  grand  fleet,  and  on  the  fe- 
venth  anchored  between  the.  bays  of  Camaret  and 
Brrtaume.  Next  day  the  marquis  of  Carmaerthen, 
afterwards  duke  of  Leeds,  who  ftrved  under 
Berkeley,  as  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  entered  Ca- 
maret bay  with  two  large  fhips  and  fix  frigates,  to 
cover  the  troops  in  landing.  The  French  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  defign,  and  taken  fuch 
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precautions  under  the  conduct  of  the  celebrated AtC-  l6w 
engineer  Vauban,  that  the  Englifli  were  expoied 
to  a  terrible  fire  from  new-ere&ed  batteries,  as 
well  as  from  a  ftrong  body  of  troops ;  and,  though 
the  mips  cannonaded  them  with  great  vigour,  the 
foldiers  could  not  maintain  any  regularity  in  land- 
ing. A  good  number  were  killed  in  the  open 
boats  before  they  reached  the  more  •,  and  thole  who 
landed  were  foon  repulfed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  endea- 
vours of  general  Tollemache,  who  received  a  wound 
in  the  thigh  which  proved  mortal,  Seven  hundred 
foldiers  are  faid  to  have  been  loft  on  this  occafion, 
befides  thole  that  were  killed  on  board  of  the  mips. 
The  Monk  fhip  of  war  was  towed  off  with  great 
difficulty  i  but  a  Dutch  frigate  of  thirty  guns  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

After  this  unfortunate  attempt,  lord  Berkeley,  They  bom- 
with  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  failed  back  for  Havredi1*' 
England,  and  at  St  Helen's  received  orders  from  £™r£rk 
the  queen  to  call  a  council,  and  deliberate  in  what  ai 
manner  the  mips  and  forces  might  be  befb  employ- 
ed. They  agreed  to  make  fome  attempt  upon  the 
coaft  of  Normandy.  With  this  view  they  let  fail 
on  the  fifth  day  of  July.  They  bombarded  Dieppe, 
and  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  to  afhes. 
Thence  they  fleered  to  Havre  de  Grace,  which  met 
with  the  lame  fate.  They  harraffed  the  French 
troops,  who  marched  after  ihem  along  more.  Th?y 
alarmed  the  whole  coaft,  and  filled  every  town  with 
fuch  confirmation,  that  they  would  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  had  not  they  been 
detained  by  military  force.  On  the  twenty- fixth 
day  of  July,  lord  Berkeley  returned  to  St.  Helen's, 
where  he  quitted  the  fleet,  and  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Sir  Clouucfiey  Shovel.  This  officer 
having  received  initruciions  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  Dunkirk,  failed  round  to  the  Downs,  where 
he  was  joined  by  M.  Meefters,  with  fix  and  twenty 

6  Dutch 
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A.  c.  1694  Dutch  pilots.     On  the  twelfth  of  September  he  ap- 
peared before  Dunkirk ;  and  next  day  lent  in  the 
Charles   galley,  with    two  bomb-ketches,    and  as 
many  of  the   machines  called  infernals.      Thefe 
were  let  on  fire  without  effect ;  and  the  defign  mif- 
carried  :  then  Shovel  fleered  for  Calais,  which  hav- 
ing bombarded  with  little  fuccefs,  he  returned  to 
the  coaft  of  England  •,  and  the  bomb  ketches  and 
machines  were  lent  into  the  river  Thames, 
Admiral          During  thefe   tranfactions,  admiral  Rufiel  with 
fwfh/Me  tne  granci  fleet  feikd  f°r  tne  Mediterranean  ;   and 
diwrranean,  being  joined   by  rear-admiral  Neville  from  Cadiz, 
"i^nTfnd  togetner  witn  Callembergh  and  Evertzen,  he  fteer- 
wintmat    td  towards  Barcelona,  which  was  befieged  by  the 
Cad'z<        French  fleet  and  army.     At  his  approach  Tour- 
ville  retired  with  precipitation  into  the  harbour  of 
Toulon ;  and  Noailles  abandoned  his  enterprize. 
The  Spaniih  affairs  were  in  fuch  a  deplorable  con- 
dition, that  without  this  timely  affiilance  the  king- 
dom mud  have  been  undone.    While  he  continued 
in  the  Mediterranean,  the  French  admiral  durft  noc 
venture  to  appear  at  fea  •,  and  all  his  projects  were 
difconcerted.     After  having  afierted  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  flag  in  thofe  feas  during  the  whole  fum- 
mer,  he  failed  in   the  beginning  of  November  to 
Cadiz,  where,  by  an  exprefs  order  of  the  king,  he 
pafled  the  winter,  during  which  he  took  fuch  pre- 
cautions for  preventing  Tourville  from  pafling  the 
Streights,  that  he  did  not  think  proper  to  rilque  the 
pafTage. 

It  will  now  be  neceflary  to  defcribe  the  opera- 
tjons  on  tj^e  conrinent.  In  the  middle  of  May  king 
William  arrived  in  Holland,  where  he  coniulted 
with  the  ilates-  general.  On  the  third  day  of  June 
he  repaired  to  Bertheme-abbey  near  Louvain,  the 
place  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  army, 
and  there  he  was  met  by  the  electors  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne.  In  a  few  days  a  numerous  army  was  af- 

fembkd ; 
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fembled  •,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  anA-c->694. 
aclive  campaign.  On  the  third  day  of  June  the 
the  dauphin  took  the  command  of  the  French 
forces,  with  which  Luxembourg  had  taken  poft 
between  Mons  and  Maubeuge ;  and  palling  the 
Sambre,  encamped  at  Fleurus  :  but,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth, he  removed  from  thence,  and  took  up  his 
quarters  between  St.  Tron  and  Wanheim  -,  while 
the  confederates  lay  at  Roofoeck.  On  the  eleventh 
of  July,  the  dauphin  marched  in  four  columns  to 
Oerle  upon  the  Jaar,  where  he  pitched  his  camp. 
On  the  twenty-iecond,  the  confederates  marched 
to  Bomale  :  then  the  dauphin  took  the  route  to 
Vignarnonr,  where  he  fecnred  his  army  by  intrench- 
ments,  as  his  forces  were  inferior  in  number  to 
thofe  of  the  allies  -,  and  he  had  been  directed  by 
his  father  to  avoid  an  tngagement.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  both  armies  remained  till  the  fifteenth  day 
of  Auguil,  when  king  William  lent  the  heavy 
baggage  to  Louvain  ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  made 
a  motion  to  Sombref.  This  was  no  foorver  known 
to  the  enemy,  than  they  decamped ;  and  having 
marched  all  night,  poited  themlelves  between 
Tempion  and  Maly,  within  a  league  and  an  half 
of  the  confederates.  The  king  of  England  refolved 
to  pafs  the  Scheld  ;  and  with  this  view  marched  by 
the  way  of  Neville  and  Soignies,  to  Chivere  :  from 
thence  he  detached  the  duke  of  W  irtemberg,  with 
a  itrong  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  to  pals  the  river  at 
Oudenarde,  while  the  elector  of"  Bavaria  advanced 
with  another  detachment  to  pafs  it  at  Pont  D'Efpi- 
cres.  Notwithftanding  all  the  expedition  they  could 
make,  their  purpoie  was  anticipated  by  Luxem- 
bourg, who  being  appriled  of  their  route',  had  de- 
tached four  thoufand  hone,  with  each  a  foot  foldicr 
behind  the  trooper,  to  reinforce  Mr.  de  Valette, 
v/ho  commanded  that  part  of  the  French  lines. 
Tliefe  were  fuftained  by  a  choice  body  of  rm-n, 

who 
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A.  e.  iSg;.  who  travelled  with  great  expedition,  without  ob- 
ierving  the  formalities  of  a  march.  The  marechal 
de  Villeroy  followed  the  fame  route,  with  all  the 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  the  houfbold-troops,  and 
twenty  field-pieces  •,  and  the  reft  of  the  army  was 
brought  up  by  the  dauphin  in  perfon.  Thejr 
marched  with  fuch  incredible  diligence,  that  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  could  fcarce  believe  his  own  eyes, 
•when  lie  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Scheld,  and  faw 
them  entrenching  themfelves  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river.  King  William  having  reconnoitred  their 
difpofition,  thought  it  impracticable  to  pafs  at  that 
place,  and  therefore  marched  down  the  river  to 
Oudenarde,  where  the  paffage  had  been  already  ef- 
fected by  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg.  Here  the  con- 
federates pafied  the  Scheld  on  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  the  month-,  and  the  king  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Wanneghem.  His  intention  was  to 
have  taken  poiTellion  of  Courtray,  and  eftablilh 
winter-quarters  for  a  confiderable  part  of  his  army 
in  that  diftrict :  but,  Luxembourg  having  polled 
himfelf  between  that  place  and  Menin,  extended 
his  lines  in  iuch  a  manner,  that  the  confederates 
could  not  attempt  to  force  them,  nor  even  hinder 
him  from  fubfifting  his- army  at  the  expence  of  the 
caftellany  of  Courtray,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  campaign.  This  furprifing  march  was  of  fuch 
importance  to  the  French  king,  that  he  wrote  with 
his  own  hand  a  letter  of  thanks  to  his  army  -,  and 
oidered  that  it  mould  be  read  to  every  particular 
fquadron  and  battalion. 

The  allies        The  fang  of  England,  though  difappointed  in 

reduce  Huy.  ,  .        r  .  ^°  c      f 

his  fchcme  upon  Courtray,  found  means  to  make 
advantage  of  his  fuperiority  in  number.  He 
draughted  t  oops  from  the  garriibns  of  Liege  and 
Matit  iihtv  and'On  t!ie  third  day  of  September 
jeinrbrccd  this  body  with  a  la  -ge  detachment  from 
his  own  carrp,  conferring  the  command  upon  the 

duke 
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duke  of  Holftein-Ploen,  with  orders  to  undertake  A-c-  »<>94- 
the  fiege  of  Huy.  Next  day,  the  xvhole  confede- 
rate forces  patted  the  Lys,  and  encamped  at  Wen- 
terghem.  From  thence  ihe  king,  with  part  of  the 
army,  marched  to  Rolelaer  •,  and  this  divifioa  oblig- 
ed the  dauphin  to  make  confiderable  detachments 
for  the  fecurity  of  Ypres  and  Menin,  on  one  fide, 
and  to  cover  Furnes  and  Dunkirk  on  the  other.  At 
this  juncture,  a  Frenchman  being  feized  in  the 
very  act  of  fetting  fire  to  one  of  the  ammunition- 
waggons  in  the  allied  army,  confeffed  he  had  been 
employed  for  this  purpoie  by  fome  of  the  French 

tenerals  •,  and  fuffered  death  as  a  traitor.  On  the 
xteenth  day  of  the  month,  the  duke  of  Holileir,- 
Ploen  invefted  Huy,  and  carried  on  the  fiege  with 
fuch  vigour,  that  in  ten  days  the  garrifon  capitu- 
lated. The  king  ordered  Dixmuyde,  Deynfe,  Ni- 
vove,  and  Tirlemont,  to  be  lecured  for  winter- 
quarters  to  part  of  the  army  :  the  dauphin  returned 
to  Verfailles,  William  quitted  the  camp  on  the  laft 
day  of  September  •,  and  both  armies  broke  up  about 
the  middle  of  October. 

The  operations  on  the  Rhine  had  beenprecon-Theprir.e 
certed  between  king  William  and  the  prince  of  Ba- 
den,  who  vifited  London  in  the  winter.     The  dif- 'n 
pute  between  the  emperor  and  the  elector  of  Saxony  " 
was  compromiled  •,  and  -this    young  prince  dying  ri 
during  the  negotiation,  the  treaty  was  perfected  by  J 
his  brother  and  fuccefibr,  who  engaged  to  furnifli 
twelve  thoufand  men  yearly,  in  consideration  of  a 
fubfidy  from  the  court  of  Vienna.     In  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  the  marechal  de  Lorges  pafled  the 
Rhine  at  Philipfburg,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the 
Imperialifts,  encamped  at  Hailbron.     The  prince 
of  Baden,    who  was  not  yet  joined  by  the  Saxons, 
HeiTians,  nor  by  the  troops  of  Munfter  and  Pader- 
born,    difpatched  couriers    to  quicken  the  march 

of 
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A.  c.  !694-  of  thefe  auxiliaries,  and  advanced  to  Eppingen, 
where  he  propofed  to  wait  until  they  fhould  come 
np :  but,    on  the  fifteenth,  receiving  undoubted 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  in  motion  towards 
him,  he  advanced  to  meet  them  in  order  of  battle. 
De  Lorges  concluded,   that  this  was  a  defperate 
effort,  and  immediately  halted,  to  make  the  ne- 
ceffary  preparations    for    an   engagement.     This 
paufe  enabled  prince  Lewis  to  take  pofTefllon  of  a 
flrong  pafs  near  Sintzheim,  from  which  he  could 
not  eafiiy  be  diflodged.     Then  the  marechal  pro- 
ceeded to  Vifeloch,  and  ravaged  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, in  hope  of  drawing  the  Imperialifts  from  their 
intrenchments.     The  prince  being  joined  by  the 
Heflians,  refolved  to  beat  up  the  quarters  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  the  French  general  being  apprifed  of 
his  defign,  retreated  at  midnight  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation.     Having  pofted  himfelf  at  Ruth,  he 
fent  his  heavy  baggage  to  Philipfburg  •,  then  he 
moved  to  Gonfbergh   in    the    neighbourhood  of 
Manheim,  repafied  the  Rhine,  and  encamped  be- 
tween Spires  and  Worms.     The  prince  of  Baden 
being  joined  by  the  allies,  patted  the  river  by  a 
bridge  of  boats  near  Hagenbach,  in  the  middle  of 
September;  and  layed  the  country  of  Alface  under 
contribution.     Confidering  the  advanced  feafon  of 
the  year,  this  was   a  ram  undertaking ;    and  the 
French  general  refolved  to  profit  by  his  enemy's 
temerity.     He  forthwith  advanced  againil  the  Im- 
perialifts, forefeeing  that  mould  they  be  worfted  in 
battle,  their  whole  army  would  be  ruined.    Prince 
Lewis,  informed  of  his  intention,  immediately  re- 
pafled the  Rhine ;  and  this  retreat  was  no  fooner 
effected,  than  the  river  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  ifland  in  the  middle,  and  great  part  of  the 
camp  he  had  occupied,  was  overflowed.    Soon  after 
this  incident  both  armies  retired  into  winter-quar- 
ters. 
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ters.  The  campaign  in  Hungary  produced  noA'c-l694' 
event  of  importance.  It  was  opened  by  the  new 
vizir,  who  arrived  at  Belgrade  in  the  middle  of 
Auguft ;  and  about  the  fame  time  Caprara  afTem- 
bled  the  Imperial  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Peterwaradin.  The  Turks  pafled  the  Saave,  in 
order  to  attack  their  camp,  and  carried  on  their 
approaches  with  five  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  but 
made  very  little  progrefs.  The  Imperialiils  receiv- 
ed reinforcements ;  the  feafon  wafted  away  ;  a  feud 
arofe  between  the  vizir  and  the  cham  of  the  Tar- 
tars, and  the  Danube  being  fwelled  by  heavy 
rains,  fo  as  to  interrupt  the  operations  of  the  Turks, 
their  general  decamped  in  the  night  on  the  firft 
day  of  October.  They  afterwards  made  an  unfuc- 
ccfsful  attempt  upon  Titul,  v/hile  the  Imperial  ge- 
neral made  himfelf  mailer  of  Giula.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  fummer,  the  Venetians,  who  were  alfo  at 
war  with  the  Turks,  reduced  Cyclut,  a  place  of 
importance  on  the  river  Naranta,  and  made  a  con- 
queft  of  the  ifland  of  Scio  in  the  Archicpelago. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  French  king  pr0grefsof 
had  determined  to  act  vigorously  in  Catalonia.  In  th«  French, 
the  beginning  of  May,  the  duke  de  Noailles  ad-  „;„  aist°« 
vanced  at  the  head  of  eight  and  twenty  thoufand  ofthpwa|ii* 

^,  ,-  Piedmoat, 

men  to  the  river  Ter,  on  the  oppoiite  bank  of 
whi-ch  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia  was  encamped  with 
fixteen  thoufand  Spaniards.  The  French  general 
paffed  the  river  in  the  face  of  this  army,  and  at- 
tacked their  intrenchments  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  in  lefs  than  an  hour  they  were  totally  defeat- 
ed. Then  he  marched  to  Palamos,  and  under- 
took the  fiege  of  that  place,  while  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  blocked  up  by  the  combined  iquadrons 
of  Breft  and  Toulon.  Though  the  befiegcd  made 
an  obftinate  defence,  the  town  was  taken  by  ftorm, 
the  houfes  were  pillaged,  and  the  people  put  to 
5  the 
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A.  c.  »694.  t}ie  fWOrd,  without  diftindtion  of  age,  fex,  or  con- 
dition. Then  he  inverted  Gironne,  which  in  a  few 
days  capitulated.  Oftalric  met  with  the  fame  fate  ; 
and  Noailles  was  created  viceroy  of  Catalonia  by 
•the  French  king.  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  he 
diftributed  his  forces  into  quarters  of  refremment, 
along  the  river  Terdore,  refolving  to  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Barcelona,  which  was  laved  by  the  arrival 
of  admiral  Rufiel.  The  war  languimed  in  Pied- 
mont, on  account  of  a  fecret  negotiation  between 
the  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  remonftrances  of  Rouvigny,  earl 
of  Galway,  who  had  fucceeded  the  duke  of  Schom- 
berg  in  the  command  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  that 
country.  Cafal  was  clolely  blocked  up  by  the  re- 
duction of  fort  St.  George,  and  the  Vaudois  gain- 
ed the  advantage  in  fome  Ikirmifhes  in  the  valley 
of  Ragelas  •,  but  no  defign  of  importance  was  exe- 
cuted f. 

The  king         England   had  continued   very  quiet  under  the 
returns  to    queen's  adminiftration,   if  we  except  fome  little 

England.        71  .  _  ,     .  .  £ . 

The  pari  a-  commotions  occafioned   by  the  practices,    or  pre- 
™nlTfS'  tended  practices  of  the   Jacobites.      Profecutions 

1  he  bill  (or  •        j  •     n_  •  i  c   T 

triennial      were  revived  againit  certain  gentlemen  or  J.anca- 
^ce*v™™hl  ^ire  anc^  Chefhire,  for  having  been  concerned  in 
roy»i  affent.  the  confpiracy  formed  in  favour  of  the  late  king's 
projected  invafion  from  Normandy.     Thefc  fteps 
were  owing  to  the  fuggeftions  of  infamous  infor- 
mers, whom  the  minjttry  countenanced.     Colonel 
Parker  and  one  Crofby  were  imprifoned,  and  bills 
of  treafon  found  againft  them  ;  but  Parker  made 
his  efcape  from  the  Tower,  and  was  never  retaken, 
though  a  reward  of  four  hundred  pounds  was  fee 

f  In  the  courfc  of  th:i  year,  Mr.  Clu'r,  with  fjur  mm  of  war,  formed  * 
du  CafFe,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  dtfign  againft  St.John  s  in  Newfound- 
made  an  un  ucceffful  attempt  uprn  land,  but  he  wa<  repult'ed  with  lod 
the  iflandef  Jtmaica  ;  and  Mr  St  by  the  Talouj  of  the  inhibitants, 

upon 
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Upon  his  head.  The  king  having  fettled  the  affairs  A-c- 1694* 
of  the  confederacy  at  the  Hague,  embarked  for 
England  on  the  eighth  of  November,  and  next  day 
landed  at  Margate.  On  the  twelfth  he  opened  the 
feffion  of  parliament,  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
obferved  that  the  pofture  of  affairs  was  improved 
both  by  fea  and  land  fince  they  laft  parted  ;  in  par- 
ticular, that  a  ftop  was  put  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  arms.  He  demanded  fuch  fupplies  as  would 
enable  him  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour.  He 
defired  they  would  continue  the  act  of  tonnage  and 
poundage,  which  would  expire  at  Chriftmas :  he 
reminded  them  of  the  debt  for  the  tranfport-fhips 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Ireland  :  and  exhort- 
ed them  to  prepare  fome  good  bill  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  feamen.  A  majority  in  both  houfes 
was  already  fecured  •,  and  in  all  probability,  he  bar- 
gained for  their  condefcenfion,  by  agreeing  to  the 
bill  for  triennial  parliaments.  This  Mr.  Harley 
brought  in,  by  order  of  the  lower  houfe,  imme- 
diately after  their  firft  adjournment;  and  it  kept  pace 
with  the  confideration  of  the  fupplies.  The  com- 
mons having  examined  the  eftimates  and  accounts, 
voted  four  millions,  feven  hundred  fixty-four  thou- 
fand,  feven  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  army  and  navy.  In  order  to  raife  this 
fum,  they  continued  the  land-tax.  They  renewed 
the  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage  for  five  years, 
and  impofed  new  duties  on  different  commodi- 
ties*. The  triennial  bill  enacted,  That  a  parlia- 
ment mould  be  held  once  in  three  years  at  lead  : 
That  within  three  years  at  fartheft,  after  the  d:(To- 
lution  of  the  parliament  then  fubfifting,  and  ib 

*  They  impofed  certain  rates  and  towards  paying  the  debt  due  for  the 

duties    upon    man  ages,    births,  and  t;anfport  rtiips  ;    and  another,  impo- 

bur  als,  batchek.is  a.  d  widows.  They  fing  duties  on  glafs-wares,  ftone  and 

paflcd  an  aft  foi  laying  additional  du-  earthen  bottles,  coal,  and  culm, 
ties  upon  coffer,  tea,  ami  chocolate, 

NuMB.LXXXlI.  E  from 


5o  HI  STO  R  Y    or    EN  GL  AND. 

A-c.  1694,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever  after,  legal  writs  under 
the  great-feal  mould  be  iffued  by  the  direction  of 
the  crown,  for  calling,  afTembling,  and  holding 
another  new  parliament :  That  no  parliament 
fhould  continue  longer  than  three  years  at  the  far- 
theft,  to  be  accounted  from  the  firft  day  of  the  firft 
fefiion :  and,  That  the  parliament  then  fublifting 
mould  ceafe  and  determine  on  the  firit  day  of  the 
next  following  November,  urilefs  their  m:ijefties 
mould  think  fit  to  diflbive  it  Iboner.  The  duke.of 
Devonfhire,  the  marquis  of  Hallifax,  the  earl  of 
Aylefbury,  and  vifcount  Weymouth,  protefted 
againll  this  bill,  becaufe  it  tended  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  preit-nt  parliament  longer  than,  as  they 
apprehended,  was  agreeable  to  the  conftitution  of 
England. 

Death  of  While  this  bill  was  depending,  Dr.  JohnTillot- 
P  *~on'  archkimop  °f  Canterbury,  was  ieized  with  a 
fit  of  the  dead  pally,  in  the  chapel  of  Whitehall, 
and  died  on  the  twenty  fecond  day  of  November, 
4eeply  regretted  by  the  king  and  queen,  who  ilied 
tears  of  ibrrow  at  his  deceale  j  and  fmcerely  lament- 
ed by  the  public,  as  a  pattern  of  elegance,  ingen- 
uity, meeknefe,  charity,  and  moderation.  Thefe 
qualities  he  muft  -be  allowed  to  have  poiTefiid, 
notwithftanding  the  invectives  of  his  enemies,  who 
accufed  him  of  puritanifm,  flattery,  and  ambkion  •, 
and  charged  him  with  having  conduced  to  a  dan- 
gerous fchifm  in  the  church,  by  accepting  the 
archbifliopric  during  the  life  of  the  deprived  San- 
croft.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  merropolitan  fee 
by  Dr.  Tenifon,  bimop  of  Lincoln,  recommended 
by  the  Whig-party,  which  now  predominated  in  the 
cabinet.  The  queen  did  not  long  iurvive  her  fa- 
vourite prelate.  In  about  a  month  after  his  de- 
ceafe,  me  was  taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  and  the 
fymptoms  proving  dangerous,  fhe  prepared  herfelf 
for  death  with  great  compofure.  She  ipcnt  fome 

time ' 
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t»mc  in  exerciles  of  devotion,  and  private  cohver-  A  c.  169^ 
fr-tion  with  the  new  archbifhop  :  me  received  the 
fjcniment  with  all  the  biiliops  who  were  in  attten- 
dance  i  and  expired  ori  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
December,  in  the  thirty  third  year  of  her  age,  and 
in  the  fixth  of  her  reign,  to  the  inexpreflible  grief 
of  the  king,  who  for  Ibme  weeks  after  her  death 
covild  neither  fee  company,  nor  attend  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Rate.  Mary  was  in  her  perlbn  tall  and 
well-proportioned,  with  an  oval  viilige,  lively 
eyes,  agreeable  features,  a  mild  afpedb,  and  an  air 
of  dignity,  i  ler  apprehenfion  was  clear,  her  me- 
mory tenacious,  and  her  judgment  folid.  She  was 
a  zeal  jus  proteftant,  fcrupuiouily  exact  in  all  the 
duties  of  devotion,  of  an  even  temper,  of  a  calm 
and  mild  converfation.  She  was  ruffled  by  no  paf- 
fion,  and  leenis  to  have  been  a  itranger  to  the 
emotions  of  natural  aflfeclion  -,  for  me  afcended, 
without  compunction,  the  throne  from  which  her 
lather  had  been  depofed,  and  treated  her  filter  as 
an  alien  to  her  biood.  In  a  wordj  Mary  feems  to 
have  imbibed  the  coid  djTpofition  and  ap?,thy  of 
her  huiband  •,  and  to  have  centered  all  her  ambi- 
tion in  deferving  the  epithet  of  an  humble  arid  obe- 
ciien:  , 

The  pnncefs  Anne  being  informed  of  the  queen's  Reconciiia- 
dangerour;  indifpofition,  lent  a  lady  of  her  b.:d-  Jh0enkbfn7an2 
'.•haiiiber,  to  ciefire  fhe  might  be  admitted  to  her  ti.c  prmceft 

f    Her  tbfequies   vyere   perfcrmed  the  /lure  fne  had  in  the  revolution. 

with  great  magnificence.     The   bcdy  This  was  anfwered  by  anmher  pampk- 

was  attended  rrom  Whitehall  to  Wed-  let.     Ons  of  the   Jacobite  clergy  in- 

«Dinfter-al>bey,  by  all  the  judges,   fer-  ftiltcd  the  queen's  memory,  bv  preach - 

jeants   at  i»w,   the   icr.I-mavcr,  zr.d  ing  on  the  f.,l!o%ving  t<xt  ;  "  Go  now, 

J'termen  of  ttie  city  of  Lo  ulcn,  and  «  .'ee  this  curfedwom.jp,    and   bury 

l-o  h  houfes  cf  parliament  ;    and  the  "  her,  ler  flic  is  a  king's  daughter." 

funeral  frrmon  was   j-rrachcd   by  \)r.  On  the  ether  hand,    the  lord- may.r> 

lenifonj  archb'.:1)r>p  or    Canterbury.  alHe:-men,     and  ccrnmcn-counril     of 

Dr.  Ken,   thedepriv:':  !i  I.o-idon,  c.imc  to  a  rc!i,!ut!on  t  •  eicft 

»hd  W.-lls,  reoroaciie-;  h:m  in  a  letter,  h-r  ftatue  w  th  that  of  the  king  ia 

for  not  hu-ingcaV.ed   upon   her  ir.a-  the  Rcn-a' .Ec;lun;«. 

E  2  ma- 
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A.  c.  1654.  rnajefty  :  but,  this  requeft  was  not  granted.  She 
was  thanked  for  her  expreffion  of  concern  •,  and 
given  to  underftand,  that  the  phyficians  had  di- 
rected that  the  queen  fhould  be  kept  as  quiet  as 
poffible.  Before  her  death,  however,  {he  fent  a 
forgiving  meflage  to  her  fitter-,  and,  after  her  de- 
ceaie,  the  earl  of  Sunderland  effected  a  reconci- 
liation between  the  king  and  the  princefs,  who  vi- 
fited  him  at  Kenfington,  where  fhe  was  received 
with  uncommon  civility.  He  appointed  the  palace 
of  St.  James's  for  her  refidence  •,  and  prefented  her 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  queen's  jewels.  But  a 
mutual  jealoufy  and  difguft  fublifted  under  thefe 
exteriors  of  friendfhip  and  efteem.  The  two  houfes 
of  parliament  waited  on  the  king  at  Kenfington, 
with  confolatory  addreffes  on  the  death  of  his  con- 
fort  -,  and  their  example  was  followed  by  the  re- 
gency of  Scotland,  the  city  and  clergy  of  London, 
the  diflenting  minifters,  and  almoft  all  the  great 
corporations  in  England  ;£. 

Account  of  The  kingdom  now  refounded  with  the  com- 
/hi^pkT  Points  °f  tne  papiits  and  malcontents,  who  taxed 
the  miniftry  with  fubornation  of  perjury,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Lancafhire  gentlemen  who  had  been 
profecuted  for  the  confpirac.y.  One  Lunt,  an  Irifh- 
man,  had  informed  Sir  John  Trenchard  fecre- 
tary  of  fbte,  that  he  had  been  fent  from  Ireland 
with  commiiTions  from  king  James  to  divers  gen- 
tlemen in  Lancamire  and  Chemire ;  that  he  had 
affifted  in  buying  arms,  and  enlifting  men  to  ferve 
that  king  in  his  projected  invalion  of  England  : 
that  he  had  been  twice  difpatched  by  thofe  gen- 
tlemen to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's,  aflifted  many 
Jacobites  in  repairing  to  France,  helped  to  conceal 
others  that  came  from  that  kingdom  •,  and  that  all 
thole  perfons  told  him  they  were  furnimed  with 

J  The  earls  of  Rocliefter  and  Not-     not  diflblved  by  the  queen's  death  ? 
rn«ham  a:e  fiid  to   have   ftarted    a     but,  t'nis  dangerous  mo;ion  met  with 
•.   Whether  the  parliament  was     no  countenance, 

money 
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money  by  Sir  John  Friend  for  thofe  expeditions.  A- 
His  testimony  was  confirmed  by  other  infamous 
emifiaries,  who  received  but  two  much  countenance 
from  the  government.  Blank  warrants  were  ifiued, 
and  filled  up  occafionally  with  luch  names  as  the 
informers  fuggetted.  Thefe  were  delivered  to 
Aaron  Smith,  Ibllicitor  to  the  treafury,  who,  with 
meflengers,  accompanied  Lunt  and  his  affociates 
to  Lancalhire,  under  the  protection  o'f  a  party  of 
Dutch  horfe- guards,  commanded  by  one  captain 
Baker.  They  were  impowercd  to  break  open 
houfes,  feize  papers,  and  apprehend  perlbns,  ac- 
cording to  their  pleafure ;  and  they  committed 
many  acts  of  violence  and  oppreflion.  The  perfons 
againft  whom  thefc  meafures  were  taken,  being 
apprifed  of  the  impending  danger,  generally  retir- 
ed from  their  own  habitations.  Some,  however, 
were  taken  and  imprifoned :  a  few  arms  were  fe- 
cured,  and,  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Standifh,  at  Stan- 
dim-hall,  they  found  the  draught  of  a  declaration 
to  be  publifhed  by  king  James  at  his  landing.  As 
this  profecution  feemed  calculated  to  revive  the  ru- 
mour of  a  ftale  confpiracy,  and  the  evidences  were 
perfons  of  abandoned  characters,  the  friends  of 
thofe  who  were  perfecuted  found  no  great  diffi- 
culty in  rendering  the  fcheme  odious  to  the  nation. 
They  even  employed  the  pen  ofFergufon,who  had 
been  concerned  in  every  plot  that  was  hatched  fince 
the  Rye-houfe  confpiracy.  This  veteran,  though 
appointed  housekeeper  to  the  excife-ofike,  though i 
himfelf  poorly  recompenfed  for  the  part  he  had 
acted  in  the  revolution,  became  di/Tatisfied,  and, 
upon  this  occafion,  publifhed  a  letter  to  Sir  John 
Trenchard,  on  the  abufe  of  power.  Ic  was  replete 
with  the  moil  bitter  invectives  againft  the  miniftry, 
and  contained  a  great  number  of  flagrant  inftanccs, 
in  which  the  court  had  countenanced  the  vilell  cor- 
ruption, perfidy,  and  oppreflion.  Tkis  production 
E  3  \va> 
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A.  c,  1694.  was  \r\  every  body's  hand,  and  had  i'uch  an  effect 
upon   the   people  that   when  the    priicners  were 
brought  to  trial  at  Manchefter,  the  populace  would 
have  put  the  witneiTes  to  death,  had  not  they  been 
prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  thofe  who  were 
friends  to  the  accufed  perfons,  and  had  already  tar 
ken  effectual  meafures  for  their   fafety.      Lunt's 
chief  affociate  in   the  myftery  of  information  wds 
one  Taaffe,  a  wretch  of  the  moft  profligate  princi- 
ples., who,  finding  himleif  difappointed  in  his  hope 
of  reward  from  the  minillry,  was  privately  gained 
over  by  the  agents  for  the  prifoners.     Lunt,  when 
defired  in  court  to  point  out  the  perfons  whom  he 
had  accufed,  committed  fuch  a  miftake  as  greatly 
invalidated  his  teftimony  •,  and  Taaffe  declared  be- 
fore the  bench,  that  the   pretended  plot   was   no 
other  than   a    contrivance   between    himleif  and 
Lunt,  in  order  to  procure  money  from  the  govern- 
ment.    The  prifoners  were  immediately  acquitted, 
and  the  miniftry  incurred  a  heavy  load  of  popular 
odium,  as  the  authors  or  abettors  of  knavifh  con- 
trivances to  enfnare  the  innocent.     The  govern- 
ment, with  a  view  to  evince  their  abhorrence  of 
fuch  practices,,  ordered  the  witneiTes   to  be  prole - 
cuted  for  a  confpiracy  againft  the  lives  and  eftates 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  accufed ;   and  at 
laft  the  affair  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    The  Jacobites  triumphed  in  their  victory. 
They  even  turned  the  battery  of  corruption  upon 
the  evidence  for  the  crown,  not  without  making  a 
confiderable  impvcflion.     But  the  caule  was  now 
debated  before  judges  who  were  not  all  propitious 
to  their  views.     The  commons  having  let  on  foot 
an  enquiry,  and  examined  all  the  papers  and  cir- 
cumftances  relating  to  the  pretended  plot,  refoived, 
That  there  was  fufficient  ground  for  the  proiecu- 
tion  and  trials  of  the  gentlemen  at  Manchefter ; 
and  that  there  was  ajdangerou.s  confpiracy  againlr 

the 
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the  king  and  government.  They  iflued  an  order  for  A-  c-  '6» 
taking  Mr.  Standifh  into  cuftody ;  and  the  meffen- 
ger  reporting  that  he  was  not  to  be  found,  they 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiring  a  procla- 
mation might  be  publifhed,  offering  a  reward  for 
apprehending  his  perfon.  The  peers  concurred 
with  the  commons  in  their  fentiments  of  this  affair; 
for  complaints  having  been  laid  before  their  houfe 
alfo,  by  the  perfons  who  thought  themfelves  ag- 
grieved, the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  go- 
vernment had  caufe  to  profecute  them  ?  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  ;  though  a  proteft  was  en- 
tered againft  this  vote  by  theVarls  of  Rochefter 
and  Nottingham.  Notwithftariding*  theie  deci- 
fions,  the  accufed  gentlemen  profecuted  Lunt  and 
two  of  his  accomplices  for  perjury,  at  the  Lanca- 
fter  afllzes  •,  and  all  three  were  found  guilty.  They 
were  immediately  indicted  by  the  crown,  for  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  per- 
fons they  had  accufed.  The  intention  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  in  laying  this  indictment,  was  to  feize  the 
opportunity  of  punifhing  fome  of  the  witnefies  for 
the  gentlemen,  who  had  prevaricated  in  giving 
their  teftimony  :  but  the  defign  being  difcovered, 
the  Lancamire-men  refufed  to  produce  their  evi- 
dence againft  the  informers :  the  profecution  drop- 
ped of  confequence,  and  the  prifoners  were  dif- 
charged. 

When  the  commons  were  employed  in  examin-  The  com- 
ing the  ftate  of  the  revenue,  and  taking  meafures™,0™^"" 
for  raifing  the  neceffary  fupplies,  the  inhabitants  of  th"abufes 

Tin  r  ,  J  •   • L  l  i    •    •  i  iv  «ich  had 

Royiton  prefented  a  petition,  complaining,  that  the  erfp.  ;,,to 
officers  and  foUiers  of  the  regiment  belonging  tothearmy- 
colonel  Haftings,  which  was  quartered  upon  them, 
exacted  fubfiilence-money,    even  on  pain  of  mili- 
tary execution.     The  houfe  was  [immediately  kind- 
led into  a  flam-.?  by  this  information.     The  officers, 
"and  Pauncefcrt,  agent  for  the  regiment,  were  exa- 
E  4  mined  -, 
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A-c  '6s4-mined;  and  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  That 
fuch  a  practice  was  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject.  Upon 
further  inquiry,  Pauncefort  and  ibme  other  agents 
were  committed  to  the  cufrody  of  the  ferjeants, 
for  having  neglected  to  pay  the  fubfiftence-money 
they  had  received  for  the  officers  and  foldiers.  He 
>vas  afterwards  fent  to  the  Tower,  together  with 
Henry  Guy,  a  member  of  the  houie,  andiecretary 
to  the  treafury,  the  one  for  giving,  and  the  other 
for  receiving,  a  bribe  to  obtain  the  king's  bounty. 
Pauncefort's  brother  was  likewife  committed,  for 
being  concerned  in.  the  fame  commerce.  Guy  had 
been  employed,  together  with  Trevor  the  fpeaker, 
as  the  court  agent  for  fecuring  a  majority  in  the 
houie  of  commons  :  for  that  reafon  he  was  obno- 
xious to  the  members  in  the  oppofition,  who  took 
this  opportunity  to  brand  him  ;  and  the  courtiers 
could  not  with  any  decency  fk''een  him  from  their 
vengeance.  The  houfe  having  proceeded  in  this 
inquiry,  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  enume- 
rating the  abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  army, 
and  demanding  immediate  redrefs  He  promiied 
to  confider  the  remonftrance,  and  redrefs  the  grie- 
vances of  which  they  complained.  Accordingly, 
he  cafhiered  colonel  Haftings,  appointed  a  council 
of  officers  to  fit  weekly  and  examine  all  complaints 
againft  any  officer  and  foldier  \  and  publifhed  a  de- 
claration for  the  maintenance  of  Itrict  difcipline, 
and  the  due  payment  of  quarters.  Notwithitand- 
ing  thefe  concefllons,  the  commons  profecoted 
their  examinations :  they  committed  Mr.  James 
Craggs,  one  of  the  contractors  for  cloathing  the 
army,  becaufe  he  refuted  to  anfwer  upon  oath  to 
iuch  queftions  as  might  r^e  put  to  him  by  the  com- 
miffiqhers  qf  accompts.  They  brought  in  a  bill 
for  obliging  him  and  Mr.  Richard  Harnage  the 
Other  contractor,  together  with  the  two  Paunce- 
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forts,  to  diicover  how  they  had  difpofed  of  the  A-c-i694» 
fums  payed  into  their  hands   on   account  of  the 
army  •,  and  for  puniming  them,  in  cafe  they  mould  Rurneu 
perfift  in  their  refufal.     At  this  period,  they  re-  B°yer: 
ceived   a  petition    againit    the    commiffioners  for  stat?traS*s. 
licenfing  hackney-coaches.      Three  of  them,   by  findal- 
means  of  an  addrels  to  the  king,  were  removed  Lives  of  the 
with  difgrace,  for  having  acted  arbitrarily,  corrupt-  ^n':^*ls> 
ly,  and  contrary  to  the  truil  repofed  in  them  by  voi^ire. 
act  of  parliament. 

Thole  who  encouraged  this  fpirit  of  reformation,  Th-y  «Pei 
introduced  another  inquiry  about  the  orphans  bill,  c"de7'm-~of 
which  was  faid  to  have  pafTed  into  an  ad,  by  vir-  their  own 
tue  of  undue  influence.     A  committee  being  ap-  j^orr"  - 
pointed  to  infpect  the  chamberlain's  books,  diico-  tion  in  he 
vered  that  bribes  had  been  given  to  Sir  John  Trevor  5Sr.*fd  J" 
fpeaker  of  the  houfr,  and  Mr.  Hungerford  chair-  company. 
man  of  the  grand  committee.   The  firit  being  voted 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanour,  abdicat- 
ed the  chair,  and  Paul  Foley  was  appointed  fpeaker 
in  his  room.     Then  he  and  Hungerford  were  ex- 
p.elled  the  houfe ;  while  one  Nois,  a  follicjtor  for 
the  bill,  was  taken   into  cuitody,  becaufe  he  had 
fcandalized   the  commons,  in  pretending   he  was 
engaged  to  give  great  fums   to  feveral  members, 
and  denying  this  circumftance  on  his  examination. 
The  reformers   in  the  houfe  naturally  concluded  A.  c.  1695. 
that  the  fame  arts  had  been  practifed   in  obtaining 
the  new  charter  of  the  Eail-India  company,   which 
had  been  granted  fo  much  againit  the  ienfe  of  the 
nation.     Their  books  were  fubjccted  to  the  fame 
committee  that  carried  on  the  former  inquiry,  and 
a  furpriiing  fcene  of  venality  and  corruption  was 
foon  difclofed.     It  appeared  that  the  company,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  had  payed  near 
ninety  thoufand  pounds  in  fecret-fervices  j  and  that 
Sir  Thomas  Cooke,  one  of  the  directors,  and    a 
member  of  the  hsufe,  had  been  the  chief  mana- 

ger 
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A.  c.  1695.  ger  of  thjs  Infamous  commerce.  Cooke  refufing 
to  anfwer,  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  a  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  brought  in,  obliging  him  to 
difcover  how  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  had  been  diftribiited  The  bill  was 
violently  oppofed  in  the  upper  houfe  by  the  duke 
of  Leeds,  as  being  contray  to  law  and  equity,  and 
furnifhing  a  precedent  of  a  dangerous  nature, 
Cooke  being,  agreeably  to  his  own  petition, 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  declared 
that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  make  a  full  difca- 
very,  in  cafe  he  might  be  favoured  with  an  indem- 
nifying vote,  to  fecure  him  againft  all  actions  and 
fuits,  except  thofeof  the  Eaft  India  company,  which 
he  had  never  injured.  The  lord*  complied  with  his 
requeft,  and  pafied  a  bill  for  this  purpofe,  to  which 
the  commons  added  a  penal  claufe  ;  and  the  former 
was  laid  afide. 

inminati-  When  the  king  went  to  the  houfe  to  give  the 
en  of  cooke,  royai  affent  to  the  money-bills,  he  endeavoured  to 
ether".'  *"  diicouragc  this  inquiry,  by  telling  the  parliament 
that  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  far  advanced,  and 
the  circumftances  of  affairs  extremely  prefixing  ;  he 
therefore  defired  they  would  difpatch  fuch  affairs  as 
they  fhould  think  of  moft  importance  to  the  public, 
as  he  mould  put  an  end  to  the  feflion  in  a  few 
days.  Notwithftanding  this  fhameful  interpofition, 
both  houfes  appointed  a  joint  committee  to  lay 
open  the  complicated  fcheme  of  fraud  and  iniquity. 
Cooke  on  his  firft  examination  confefied,  that  he 
had  delivered  tallies  for  ten  thoufand  pounds  to 
Francis  Tyflen  deputy- governor,  for  the  fpecial 
fervice  of  the  company  •,  an  equal  fum  to  Richard 
A6lon,  for  employing  his  intereil  in  preventing 
a  new  fettlement,  and  endeavouring  to  eftablifh 
the  old  company,  befides  two  thoufand  pounds  by 
way  of  interelt,  and  as  a  further  gratuity ;  a  thou- 
fand guineas  to  colonel  Fitzpatrick,  five  hundred 

to 
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to  Charles  Bates,  and  three  hundred  and  ten  toA.c. 
Mr.  MoJineaux,  a  merchant,  for  the  fame  pur- 
poles  •,  and  he  owned  that  Sir  Haul  Firebrace  had 
received  forty  thonland  pounds  on  various  pre- 
tences. He  laid,  he  believed  the  ten  thoufand 
pounds  payed  to  Tyflen  had  been  delivered  to  the 
king  by  Sir  Jofrah  Child,  as  a  culiomary  prelent 
which  former  kings  had  received :  and  that  the 
fums  payed  to  Acton  were  diiiributed  among  feme 
members  of  parliament.  Firebrace  being  examined, 
affirmed  that  he  had  received  the  whole- forty  thou- 
fand pounds  for  his  own  ufe  and  benefit ;  but  that 
Bates  had  received  fums  of  money,  which  he  un- 
derfiood  were  offered  to  ibme  perfons  of  the  firft 
quality.  Aclon  declared,  that  ten  thoufand  pounds 
ol  the  fum  which  he  had  received,  was  diftributed 
among  perfons  who  had  intereil  with  members  of 
parliament ;  and  that  great  part  of  the  money  paf- 
led  through  the  hands  of  Craggs,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  Ibme  colonels  in  the  houfe,  and 
northern  members.  Bates  owned  he  had  received 
the  money,  in  confideration  of  ufmg  his  intereft 
with  the  duke  of  Leeds  in  favour  of  the  company : 
that  this  nobleman  knew  of  the  gratuity  ;  and  that 
the  fum  was  reckoned  by  his  grace's  domeilic,  one 
•  Robart,  a  foreigner,  who  kept  it  in  his  poffefTion 
until  this  inquiry  was  talked  of,  and  then  it  was 
returned.  In  a  word,  it  appeared  by  this  man's 
ttftimony,  as  well  as  by  that  of  Firebrace  on  his 
fecond  examination,  that  the  duke  of  Leeds  was 
not  free  from  corruption  •,  and  that  Sir  John  Tre- 
vor was  a  hireling  proilitue 

The  report  of  the  committee   produced  violent  The  com 
altercation,  and  the  moil  fevere  ftriclures  upon  t 
conduct   of  the   lord   prefident.     At   length   thereo 
houfe  refolved,  That  there  was  fufficient  matter  to  Lrefis* 
impeach  Thomas  duke  of  Leeds  of  high    crimes 
and  mifdemeanours  j  and  that  he  mould  be  im- 
peached 
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A.  c.  1695.  peached  thereupon.  Then  it  was  ordered,  That 
Mr.  comptroller  Wharton  fhould  impeach  him  be- 
fore the  lords,  in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  and  of 
all  the  commons  in  England.  The  duke  was  ac- 
tuallyin  the  middle  of  a  fpeech  for  his  own  juftifi- 
cation,  in  which  he  afTured  the  houfe,  upon  his 
honour,  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  corruptions 
laid  to  his  charge,  when  one  of  his  friends  gave 
him  intimation  of  the  votes  which  had  pafled  in 
the  commons.  He  concluded  his  fpeech  abruptly, 
and  repairing  to  the  lower  houfe,  defired  he  might 
be  indulged  with  a  hearing.  He  was  accordingly 
admitted,  with  the  compliment  of  a  chair,  and 
leave  to  be  covered.  After  having  fat  a  few  minutes, 
he  took  off  his  hat,  and  addreifed  himfelf  to  the 
commons  in  very  extraordinary  terms.  Having 
thanked  them  for  the  favour  of  indulging  him  with 
a  hearing,  he  faid  the  houfe  would  not  have  been 
then  fitting  but  for  him.  He  protefted  his  own 
innocence,  with  refpect  to  the  crime  laid  to  his 
charge.  He  complained  that  this  was  the  effect  of 
a  deiign  which  had  been  long  formed  againft  him. 
He  expreffed  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  being  under  the 
difpleafure  of  the  parliament  and  nation,  and  de- 
manded fpeedy  juftice.  They  forthwith  drew  up 
the  articles  of  impeachment,  which  being  exhibited 
at  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe,  he  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  the  commons  promifed  to  make  good 
their  charge  :  but,  by  this  time,  iuch  arts  had  been 
ufed,  as  all  at  once  checked  the  violence  of  the 
prolecution.  Such  a  number  of  confiderable  per- 
fons  were  involved  in  this  myftery  of  corruption, 
that  a  full  difcovery  was  dreaded  by  both  parties. 
The  duke  fent  his  domeftic  Robartoutof  the  king- 
dom, and  his  abfence  furnifhed  a  pretence  for  poft- 
poning  the  trial.  In  a  word,  the  inquiry  was  dropp- 
ed ;  but  the  fcandal  ftuck  faft  to  the  duke's  cha- 
racter. 
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In  the  midft  of  thefe  deliberations,  the  king  went  *••  c  l69S- 

to  the  houfe  on  the  third  day  of  May,  when  heThepariu- 

thanked  the  parliament  for  the  flipplies  they  had  ment  is  Pto" 

.         *•        -r     j-i  •       •  •  f          •  t!  *      rogued, 

granted -,  iignihed  his  intention  or  going  abroad  -, 
affured  them  he  would  place  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  perfons  of  known  care  and  fidelity  ;  and 
defired  that  the  members  of  both  houfes  would  be 
more  than  ordinarily  vigilant  in  preferving  the  pub- 
lic peace.  Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to 
the  eighteenth  of  June  f.  The  king  immediately 
appointed  a  regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his 
abfence  •,  but  neither  the  princefs  of  Denmark  nor 
her  hufband  was  intruded  with  any  fhare  in  the 
adminiftration ;  a  circumftance  that  evinced  the 
king's  jealoufy,  and  gave  offence  to  a  good  part  of 
nation  t 


f  In  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  the 
lords  had  enquired  into  the  particulars 
of  the  Mediterranean  expedition,  and 
prefented  an  addrtfs  to  the  king,  de- 
claring, that  the  fleet  in  thofe  feas  had 
conduced  to  the  honour  and  advantage 
of  the  nation  On  the  other  hand,  the 
commons,  in  an  addrefc,  befought  his 
majefty,  to  take  care  that  the  king- 
dom might  be  put  on  an  equal  footing 
and  proportion  with  the  allies,  in  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  the  war. 

The  coin  of  the  kingdom  being 
greatly  diminiflied  and  adulterated, 
the  earls  of  Rochefter  and  Nottingham 
expatiated  upon  this  national  evil  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  ;  and  an  aft  was 
parted  containing  feverer  per.alti<s  a- 
gainft  clippeis  :  but  this  produced  no 
good  eft'eft.  The  value  of  the  money 
funk  in  the  exchange  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  a  guinea  was  reckoned  adequate 
to  thirty  (hillings  ;  and  this  public 
difgrace  lowered  the  credit  of  the 
funds  and  of  the  government.  The 
nation  was  alarmed  by  the  circulation 


of  fiaitious  wealth,  inftead  of  gold  and 
filver,  fuch  as  bank  bills,  exchequer- 
tallies,  and  government-fecurities.The 
malcontents  took  this  opportunity  to 
exclaim  againft  the  bank,  and  even 
attempted  to  fhake  the  credit  of  it  In 
parliament:  but  their  endeavour? 
proved  abortive  ;  the  menied-intereft 
preponderated  in  both  houfes, 

J  The  regency  was  compofed  of  the 
archbtfliop  of  Canfeibu-y  ;  Somerf, 
lord-keeper  of  the  great- fealj  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  lord  privy-feal;  the 
duke  of  Devonshire,  lord-fteward  of 
the  houfliold  ;  the  tiuke  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  fecre;ar»  of  ftate ;  the  earl  of 
Dorlet,  lord-chamberlain  ;  and  the 
lord  Godolphin,  firft  commiflianer  of 
the  treaf'.iry.  Sir  John  Trenchard 
dyirg,  his  place  of  fecretary  was  filled 
with  Sir  William  Trnmbal,  an  emi- 
nent civilian,  le-rned,  diligent,  and 
virtuou?,  who  had  t  een  envoy  at  Paris 
and  Conftanttiu  pie.  William  Naflju 
de  Zuyleftein,  fen  of  the  king's  na- 
tural uncle,-  was  created  baron  of  En- 
field, 
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A.  c.  j695.  A  felTion  of  parliament  was  deemed  neceffary  \n 
Seflion  of  Scotland,  to  provide  new  iubfidies  for  the  mainte- 
•Ilriianlent?  nance  °^  tn~  troops  of  that  kingdom,  which  had 
been  ib  ferviceabie  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
But,  as  a  great  outcry  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
government,  on  account  of  the  maffacre  or"  Glen- 
coe,  and  the  Scots  were  tired  of  contributing  to- 
\yards  the  expence  of  a.  war  from  which  they  could 
derive  no  advantage,  the  miniftry  thought  proper 
to  cajole  them  with  the  promife  of  lome  national 
indulgence.  In  the  mean  time,  a  commifiion  paffed 
the  great  feal,  for  taking  a  precognition  of  the  maf- 
facre, as  a  previous  ftep  to  the  trial  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  that  perfidious  tranfa<5tion.  On  the  ninth 
of  May,  the  feflion  was  opened  by  the  marquis  of 
Tweedale,  appointed  commifiioner,  who,  after  the 
king's  letter  had  been  read,  expatiated  on  his  ma- 
jefty's  care  and  concern  for  their  fafety  and  welfare  -, 
and  his  firm  purpofe  to  maintain  the  prdbyterian 
tlifcipline  in  the  church  of  Scotland.  Then  he 
promifed,  in  the  king's  name,  that  if  they  fhould 
pals  an  act  for  eftablilhing  a  colony  in  Africa,  Ame- 
rica, or  any  other  part  of  the  world  where  a  colony 
might  be  lawfully  planted,  his  majefly  would  in- 
dulge them  with  fuch  rights  and  privileges  as  he 
had  granted  in  like  cafes  to  the  fubjefts  of  his  other 
dominions.  Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to  con  fide  r 
ways  and  means  to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplies  for 
maintaining  their  lanu-torce,s,  and  for  providing  a 
competent  number  of  mips  of  war  to  protect  their 
commerce.  The  parliament  immediately  voted  an 
iuldrefs  of  condolence  to  his  majefty  on  the  death 
of  the  queen,  and  they  granted  one-  hundred  and 

field,  vifcount  TunbrUge,  and  earl  of  the  death  of  the  famous  George  Sa- 

Rcchfcrd.    Ford,  IcrJ  Grey  «fWerke,  ville,  marquis  of  Hallifax,  who  had 

*as  made  viicount  Glennale,  and  earl  furvived  in  a  good  mcafure  his  talentj 

ef  Tankerrllle.   The  in onth  of  April  and  reputation, 
«f   ibis    year  was    diHinguifted    by 

twenty 
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twenty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  the  fervice.s  of  A- c-  l69s* 
the  eniuing  year,  to  be  railed  by  a  general  poll- 
tax,  a  land-tax,  and  an  additional  exciie. 

Their  next  ftep  was  to  defire  the  commiflionerTheyin- 
would  tranfmit  their  humble  thanks  to  the  king  fpr^*6'" 
his  care  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  government  if  'cie 
and  the  juftice  of  the  nation,  in  ordering  a  precog- 
nition  to  be  taken  with  refpect  to  the  {laughter  of 
Glencoe.  A  motion  was  afterwards  made,  that 
the  commiflioners  fliould  exhibit  an  account  of  their 
proceedings  in  this  affair;  and  accordingly  a  report, 
confiding  of  the  king's  inflructions,  Dalrymple's 
letters,  the  depofitions  of  witneffes,  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee,  was  laid  before  the  parlia- 
ment. The  motion  is  faid  to  have  been  privately 
influenced  by  iecretary  Johnfton,  for  the  difgrace 
of  Dalrymple,  who  was  his  rival  in  power  and  in- 
tereft.  The  written  opinion  of  the  commifTioners, 
who  were  creatures  of  the  court,  imported,  That 
Macdonald  of  Glencoe  had  been  perfidioufly  mur- 
dered; that  the  king's  intentions  contained  nothing 
to  warrant  the  maffacre ;  and  that  the  fecretary 
Dalrymple  had  exceeded  his  orders.  The  parlia- 
ment concurred  with  this  report.  They  relblved, 
That  Livingflon  was  not  to  blame,  for  having 
given  the  orders  contained  in  his  letters  to  lieute- 
nant-colonel Hamilton  :  that  this  laft  was  liable  to 
profecution ;  that  the  king  fliould  be  addreffed 
to  give  orders,  either  for  examining  major  Dun- 
canlon  in  Flanders,  touching  his  concern  in  this 
arrair,  or  for  fending  him  home  to  be  tried  in  Scot- 
land :  as  alfo,  that  Campbel  of  Glenlion,  captain 
Drummond,  lieutenant  Lindfey,  enfign  Lundy, 
and  ferjeant  Barber,  mould  be  fent  to  Scotland,  and 
profecuted  according  to  law,  /or  the  parts  they  had 
acted  in  that  execution.  In  confequencc  of  theie 
reiblutions,  the  parliament  drew  up  an  addrefs  to 
the  king,  in  which,  they  laid  the  whole  blame  of 
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A.C.  1695.  the  maflacre  upon  the  excefs  in  the  mafterof  Stair's 
letters  concerning  that  transaction.  They  begged 
that  his  majefty  fhould  give  fuch  orders  about  him, 
as  he  fhould  think  fit  for  the  vindication  of  his  go- 
vernment ;  that  the  actors  in  that  barbarous  {laugh- 
ter m:ght  be  profecuted  by  the  king's  advocate, 
according  to  law  -,  and  that  fome  reparation  might 
be  made  to  the  men  of  Glencoe  who  efcaped  the 
maflacre,  for  the  lofifes  they  had  fuftained  in  their 
effects  upon  that  occafion,  as  their  habitations  had 
been  plundered  and  burned,  their  lands  wafted, 
and  their  cattle  driven  away  \  fo  that  they  were  re- 
duced to  extreme  poverty.  Notwithftanding  this 
addrefs  of  the  Scottifh  parliament,  by  which  the 
king  was  fo  folemnly  exculpated,  his  memory  is 
ftill  loaded  with  the  fufpicion  of  having  concerted, 
countenanced,  and  enforced  this  barbarous  execu- 
tion, efpecially  as  the  matter  of  Stair  efcaped  with 
impunity,  and  the  other  actors  of  the  tragedy,  far 
from  being  punimed,  were  preferred  in  the  fervice. 
While  the  commiffioners  were  employed  in  the  in- 
quiry, they  made  fuch  difcoveries  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  earl  of  Braidalbin  as  amounted  to  a 
charge  of  high-treafon  ;  and  he  was  committed  pri- 
loner  to  the  cattle  of  Edinburgh  ;  but  it  feems  he 
had  diffembled  with  the  Highlanders,  by  the  king's 
permiflion,  and  now  flickered  himfelf  under  the 
fhadow  of  a  royal  pardon. 

They  raft        The  committee  of  trade,  in  purfuance  of  the 
ereftfng'a    powers  granted  by  the  king  to  his  corrimiffioner, 
twdmg       prepared  an  act  for  eftablifhing  a  company  trading 
Afrfoand  to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  impowering  them  to  plant 
theind.es.   colonies,  hold  cities,  towns  or  forts,  in  places  un- 
inhabited, or  in  others,  with  the  confent  of  the  na- 
tives •,  vefting  them  with  an  exclufive  right,  and 
an  exemption  for  one  and  twenty  years  from  all 
1     duties  or  impofitions.     This  act  was  likewife  con- 
firmed by  letters-patent  under  the  great-feal,  di- 
rected 
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rected  by  the  parliament,  without  any  further  war-  A' c<  l695. 
rant  from  the  crown.  Paterfon  the  projector  had 
contrived  the  fcheme  of  a  fettlement  upon  the 
Ifthmus  of  Darien,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  carry  ori 
a  trade  in  the  South-fca,  as  well  as  in  the  Atlan- 
tic, nay  even  to  extend  it  as  far  as  the  Eaft- Indies  5 
and  a  great  number  of  London  merchants,  allured 
by  the  profpedt  of  gain,  were  eager  to  engage  in 
fuch  a  company,  exempted  from  all  manner  of  im- 
pofition  and  reftriction.  The  Scotti(h  parliament 
likewife  pafled  an  act  in  favour  of  the  epifcopal 
clergy,  decreeing,  That  thole  who  mould  enter  in- 
to fuch  engagements  to  the  king  as  were  by  law 
required,  might  continue  in  their  benefices  under 
his  majefty's  protection,  without  being  fubject  to 
the  power  of  prefbytery.  Seventy  of  the  mod  noted 
miniilers  of  that  perfuafion  took  the  benefit  of  this 
indulgence.  Another  law  was  enacted  for  raifmg 
nine  thoufand  men  yearly,  to  recruit  the  ScottiQi 
regiments  abroad  ;  and  an  act  for  erecting  a  public 
bank  :  then  the  parliament  was  adjoufned  to  the 
feventh  Jtt/  of  November. 

Ireland  began  to  be  infected  with  the  fame  fac-  ProeceHih^ 
tions  which  had  broke  out  in  England  fmce  the  re-  j?  ^.yjj" 
volution.  Lord  Capel,  the  lord -deputy,  governed  Ireland. 
in  a  very  partial  manner,  oppreffing  tlie  Iriih  pa- 
pifts,  without  any  regard  to  equity  or  decorum. 
He  undertook  to  model  a  parliament  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  they  fliould  comply  with  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  miniftry  i  and  he  lucceeded  in  his  en- 
deavours, by  making  fuch  arbitrary  changes  in  of- 
fices as  beft  fuited  his  purpofe.  Thefe  precautions 
being  taken,  he  convoked  a  parliament  for  the 
twenty-lev enth  day  of  Auguft,  when  he  opened  the 
feflion  with  a  fpetch,  expatiating  upon  their  obli- 
gations to  king  William,  and  exhorting  them  to 
make  fuitable  returns  to  fuch  a  gracious  ibvereign. 
He  obferved,  th*t  the  revenue  had  fallen  fhort  of 

jNTe.8a,  F  the 
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A.C.  : 695.  the  eftabliihment  •,  fo  that  both  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary lifts  were  greatly  in  debt ;  that  his  majefty  had 
lent  over  a  bill  for  an  additional  excife,  and  ex- 
pected they  would  find  ways  and  means  to  anfwer 
the  demands  of  the  fervice.  They  forthwith  voted 
an  addrefs  of  thanks,  and  refolved  to  affift  his  ma- 
jefty to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  againft  all  his 
enemies  foreign  and  domeftic.  They  pafled  the 
bill  for  an  additional  excife,  together  with  an  aft 
for  taking  away  the  writs  "  De  heretico  combu- 
*'  rendo  •/'  another  annulling  all  attainders  and 
a6bs  pafifed  in  the  late  pretended  parliament  of  king 
James  :  a  third  to  prevent  foreign  education  i  a 
fourth  for  difarming  papifts  :  and  a  fifth  for  fet- 
tling the  eftates  of  inteftates.  Then  they  refolved. 
That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
three  thoufand,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds,  fnould  be  granted  to  his  majefty,  to  be 
railed  by  a  poll- bill,  additional  cuftoms,  and  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  additional  excife.  Sir  Charles  Por- 
ter, the  chancellor,  finding  his  importance  dimi- 
nifhed,  if  not  intirely  deftroyed  by  the  afibming 
difpofition  and  power  of  the  lord-deputy,  began  to 
court  popularity,  by  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the 
Irim,  againft  the  feverity  of  the  adminiftration  ; 
and  actually  formed  a  kind  of  Tory-intereft,  which 
thwarted  lord  Capel  in  all  his  meafures.  A  motion 
wa;  made  in  parliament  to  impeach  the  chancellor, 
for  fowing  dilcord  and  divifion  among  his  maje- 
fty's  fubjedls  •,  but  being  indulged  with  a  hearing 
b)  the  houfe  of  commons,  he  juftified  himfelf  fo 
much  to  their  fatisfaclion,  that  he  was  voted  clear 
of  all  imputation,  by  a  great  majority.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  they  at  the  end  of  the  feflion  fent  over  an  ad- 
drefs, in  which  they  bore  teftimony  to  the  mild 
and  juft  adminiftration  of  their  lord-deputy. 

King  William  having  taken  fuch  fteps  as  were 
deemed  nec^iTary  for  preferving  the  peace  of  Eng- 

•  •          land 
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hnd  in  his  abfence,  crofled  the  fea  to  Holland  irt  A.C.  j69S. 
the  middle  of  May,  fully  determined  to  make  DifPo£tion 
fome  great  effort  in  the  Netherlands,  that  might of  ^ 
aggrandize  his  military  character,  and  humble  the  "SSel". 
power  of  France,  which  was  already  in  the  decline. 
That  kingdom  was  actually  exhaufted  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  haughty  Lewis  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  (land  upon  the  defenfive  againft  enemies 
over  whom  he  had  been  ufed  to  triumph  with  un- 
interrupted fuccefs.  He  heard  the  clamours  of  his 
people,  which  he  could  not  quiet ;  he  faw  his  ad- 
vances to  peace  rejected  -,  and  to  crown  his  misfor- 
tunes, he  iuftained  an  irreparable  lofs  in  the  death 
of  Francis  de  Montmorency,  duke  of  Luxem- 
bourg, to  whofe  military  talents  he  owed  the 
greateil  part  of  his  glory  and  fuccefs.  That  great 
general  died  in  January  at  Verfailles,  in  the  fixty - 
leventh  yea?  of  his  age ;  and  Lewis  lamented  his 
death  the  more  deeply,  as  he  had  not  another  gene- 
ral left,  in  whofe  underflanding  he  could  confide. 
The  conduct  of  the  army  in  Flanders  was  intruded 
to  the  marechal  Villeroy ;  and  Boufflers  command- 
ed a  feparate  army,  though  fubjected  to  the  other's 
orders.  As  the  French  king  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  confederates  would  have  a  fuperiority  of 
numbers  in  the  field,  and  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  enterprifing  genius  of  their  chief,  he  ordered  a 
new  line  to  be  drawn  between  the  Lys  and  the 
Scheld  ;  a  difpofition  to  be  made  for  covering  Dun- 
kirk, Ypres,Tournay,  and  Namurj  and  layed  injunc- 
tions on  his  general  to  act  Iblely  on  the  defenfive. 
Mean  while,  the  confederates  formed  two  armies 
in  the  Netherlands.  The  fird  confided  of  feventy 
battalions  of  infantry,  and  eighty-two  fquadrons  of 
horle  and  dragoons,  chiefly  Englifh  and  Scots,  en- 
camped at  Aerfeele,  Caneghcm,  and  Wanterghem, 
between  Theildt  and  Deynle,  to  be  commanded 
by  the  king  in  perfon,  aiiifted  by  the  old  prince  of 
F  2  Van- 
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A.  c.  1695,  Vaudemont.     The  other    army,   compofed  of  fix- 
teen  battalions  of  foot,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
fquadrons  of  horfe,  encamped  at  Zellich  and  Ham, 
on  the  road  from  Bruilels  to  Dendermonde,  under 
the  command  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  ieconded 
by   the  duke  of  Holitein-Ploen.      Major-general 
Kllemberg  was  polled  near  Dixmuydewith  twenty 
battalions  and  ten  iquadrons  i  and  another  body  of 
Brandenburg  and  Dutch    troops  with  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Liege,  lay  encamped  on  the  Mehaigne, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  baron  de  Heyden,  lieute- 
nant-general of  Brandenburg,    and  the  count  de 
Berlo,  general  of  the  Liege   cavalry.     King  Wil- 
liam arrived  in   the  camp  on  the  fifth  day  of  July. 
After  having  remained  eight  days  at  Aerfeele,  he 
marched  to  Becelair,  while  Villeroy  retired  behind 
his  lines  between  Menin  and  Ypres,  after  having 
detached  ten  thoufand  men  to  reinforce  Boufflers, 
who  had   advanced  to  Pont-Efpierej  but  he  too 
retreated  within  his  lines,  when  the  elector  of  Bava- 
ria paffed  the  Scheld,  and  took  poft  at  Kirkhoven  : 
at  the  fame  the  body  under  Heyden  advanced  to- 
wards Namur. 
Kingwii-       The  king  of  England  having  by  his  motions 

"  drawn  the  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  flde  °f  Flan' 
ders,  directed  the  baron  de  Heyden,  and  the  earl  of 
Athlone,  who  commanded  forty  fquadrons  from  the 
camp  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  to  inveft  Namur ; 
and  this  fervice  was  performed  on  the  third  day  of 
July  :  but,  as  the  place  was  not  entirely  furround- 
ed,  marechal  Boufflers  threw  himfelf  into  it,  with 
fuch  a  reinforcement  of  dragoons  as  augmented  the 
garrifon  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand  chofen 
men.  King  William  and  the  elector  brought  up 
the  reft  of  the  forces,  which  encamped  on  both 
fides  of  the  Sambre  and  the  Maeze ;  and  the  lines 
of  circumvallation  were  begun  on  the  fixth  day  of 
July,  under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated  engi- 
neer 
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neer  general  Coehorn.  The  place  was  formerly  AC-j6?s 
very  Itrong  both  by  fituation  and  art  •,  but,  the 
French,  fince  its  lait  reduction,  had  made  fuch  ad- 
ditional works,  that  both  the  town  and  citadel 
Teemed  impregnable  •,  and  confidering  the  number 
of  the  garrifon,  and  the  quality  of  the  troops,  com- 
manded by  amarechal  of  France,  diftinguifhed  by 
his  valour  and  conducl,  the  enterprize  was  deemed 
an  undeniable  proof  of  William's  temerity.  On 
the  eleventh  the  trenches  were  opened,  and  the  , 
next  day  the  batteries  began  to  play  with  incredible 
fury.  The  king  receiving  intelligence  of  a  motion 
made  by  a  body  of  French  troops,  with  a  view  to 
intercept  the  convoys,  detached  twenty  fqnadrons 
of  horfe  and  dragoons  to  obferve  the  enemy. 

Prince  Vaudemont,  who  was  left  at  Roufelacr  Famous  r«- 
with  fifty  battalions  and  the  like  number  of  fqua-  p'^v**. 
drons,  underftandine;  that  Villeroy  had  pafiecl  the  <fcmont. 

_  .  II-  i          n       •  I     i  •     i    /-  Brufltlttt 

Lys,  in  order  to  attack  him,  took  port  with  his  left  hoarded- 
near  Grammen,  his  right  by  Aerfeele  and  Caneg-  ty  vi.fcu-y. 
hem  ;  and  began  to  fortify  his  camp  with  a  view 
to  expeft  the  enemy.  Their  vanguard  appearing 
on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth  at  Dentreghem, 
he  changed  the  difpofition  of  his  camp,  and  in- 
trenched himfelf  on  both  fides.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, perceiving  Villeroy's  defign  was  to  furround 
him,  by  means  of  another  body  of  troops  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Montal,  who  had  already  paffcd 
the  Thieldt  for  that  purpofe,  he  refolved  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  and  effected  a  retreat  to  Ghent, 
which  is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  moft  capital  ef- 
forts of  military  condu6t.  He  forthwith  detached 
twelve  battalions  and  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
fecure  Newport,  which  Villeroy  had  intended  to 
inveftj  but,  that  general  now  changed  his  refoiu- 
tion,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  DixmuyJe,  g;ir- 
rilbned  by  eight  battalions  of  foot  and  a  regiment 
of  dragoons  commanded  by  major-general  l-.llem- 
F  3  berg, 
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A.C.  1695.  berg,  who  in  fix  and  thirty  hours  after  the  trenches 
were  opened,  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  foldiers 
prifoners  of  war.  This  fcandalous  example  was 
followed  by  colonel  Ofarrel,  who  yielded  up  Deynie 
on  the  fame  mameful  conditions,  even  before  a 
battery  was  opened  by  the  befiegers.  In  the  fe- 
quel  they  were  both  tried  for  their  mifbehaviour. 
Ellemberg  fufFered  death,  and  Ofarrel  was  broke 
with  infamy.  The  prince  of  Vaudemont  lent  a 
jnelTage  to  the  French  general,  demanding  the  gar- 
rifons  of  thofe  two  places,  according  to  a  cartel 
which  had  been  fettled  between  the  powers  at  war  •, 
but,  no  regard  was  payed  to  this  remonftance. 
Villeroy,  after  feveral  marches  and  counter- marches, 
appeared  before  Brufiels  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
Auguft,  and  fent  a  letter  to  the  prince  of  Berghem, 
governor  of  that  city,  importing,  that  the  king  his 
mafter  had  ordered  him  to  bombard  the  town,  by 
way  of  making  reprifals  for  the  damage  done  by 
the  Englifh  fleet  to  the  maritime  towns  of  France  : 
he  likewife  defired  to  know  in  what  part  the  ele£lrefs 
of  Bavaria  refided,  that  he  might  not  fire  into  that 
quarter.  After  this  declaration,  which  was  no  more 
than  an  unmeaning  compliment,  he  began  to  bom- 
bard and  cannonade  the  place  with  red  hot  bullets, 
which  produced  conflagrations  in  many  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  frightened  the  electreis  into 
a  mifcarriage.  On  the  fifteenth,  the  French  dif- 
continued  their  firing,  and  retired  to  Enghien. 

Purin£  tnefe  tranfa&ions,  the  fiege  of  Namur 
was  prolecuted  with  great  ardour,  under  the  eye 
of  the  king  of  England ;  while  the  garriibn  defend- 
ed the  place  with  equal  fpirit  and  perfeverance.  On 
the  eighteenth  day  of  July,  major-general  Ramfay 
and  the  lord  Cutts,  at  the  head  of  five  battalions, 
Englifh,  Scots*  arid  Dutch,  attacked  the  enemy's 
advanced  works,  on  the  right  of  the  counterfcarp. 
They  were  fuftained  by  fix  Englifh  battalions,  com- 
fnanded  by  brigadier-general  Fitzpatrick  ;  while 

eight 
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eight  foreign  regiments,  with  nine  thoufand  pio-  A.  0.1695- 
neers,  advanced  on  the  left,  under  major-general 
Salifch.  The  afiault  was  defperate  and  bloody, 
the  enemy  maintaining  their  ground  for  two  hours 
with  undaunted  courage  -,  but  at  laft  they  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  and  were  purfued  to  the  very 
gates  of  the  town,  though  not  before  they  had 
killed  or  wounded  twelve  hundred  men  of  the  con- 
federate army.  The  king  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  behaviour  of  the  Britifh  troops,  that  during  the 
action  he  layed  his  hand  upon  the  moulder  of  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  and  exclaimed  with  emotion, 
"  See  my  brave  Englim  !"  On  the  twenty  feventh, 
the  Englim  and  Scots,  under  Ramiay  and  Hamil- 
ton, affaulted  the  counterfcarp,  where  they  met 
with  prodigious  oppofition  from  the  fire  of  the  be- 
lieged.  Neverthelefs.-4)eing  fuftained  by  the  Dutch, 
they  made  a  lodgment  on  the  foremoft  covered- 
way  before  the  gate  of  St.  Nicholas,  as  alfo  upon 
part  of  the  counter- guard.  The  valour  of  the  af- 
lailants  on  this  occafion  was  altogether  unprece- 
dented, and  almoft  incredible  •,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  courage  of  the  befieged  was  worthy  of 
praife  and  admiration.  Several  perfons  were  killed 
in  the  trenches  at  the  fide  of  the  king,  and  among 
thefe  Mr.  Godfrey,  deputy-governor  of  the  bank  of 
England,  who  had  come  to  the  camp  to  confer  wirh 
his  majefty  about  remitting  money  for  the  payment 
of  the  army.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  Ju'y  the  ele- 
ctor of  Bavaria  attacked  Vauban's  line  that  fur- 
rounded  the  works  of  the  caftle.  General  Coehorn 
was  prefent  in  this  action,  which  was  performed 
with  equal  valour  and  fuccefs.  They  not  only 
broke  through  the  line,  but  even  took  porTrrTion 
of  Coehorn's  fort,  in  which,  however,  they  found 
it  impoffible  to  effect  a  lodgment.  >  On  the  fecund 
day  of  Auguft,  lord  Cutts  with  four  hundred  Eng- 
lifh  and  Dutch  grenadiers,  atta/ked  the  faillanr- 
F  4  angle 
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A.C.  i695.  angle  of  a  demi-baftion,  and  lodged  himfelf  onth* 
fecond  coumerfcarp.  The  breaches  being  now 
practicable,  and  preparations  made  for  a  general 
affault,  count  Guifcard,  the  governor,  capitulated 
for  the  town  on  the  fourth  of  Auguft ;  and  the 
French  retired  into  the  citadel,  againlt  which  twelve 
batteries  played,  upon  the  thirteenth.  The  trenches, 
mean  while,  were  carried  on  with  great  expedition, 
notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  befieged,  who 
fired  without  ceafmg,  and  exerted  -amazing  dili- 
gence and  intrepidity  in  defending  and  repairing 
the  damage  they  fuftained.  At  length,,  the  annoy- 
ance became  fo  dreadful  from  the  unintermitting 
mowers  of  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets,  that  Bouf- 
fiers,  after  having  made  divers  furious  fallies,  form- 
ed a  fcheme  for  breaking  through  the  confederate 
camp  with  his  cavalry.  Thisj,  however,  was  prcr 
vented  by  the  extreme  vigilance  of  king  William, 
viiieroy  at-  After  the  bombardment  of  Bruffds,  Viiieroy  be- 
ISeit*  i°g  reinforced  with  all  the  troops  that  could  be 
The  befic-  draughted  from  garrifons,  advanced  towards  Na- 

g»rs  nuke  a  •    ,  c      •  I         /*      J  i 

Sefperate  af-  mur,  with  an  army  or  ninety  thoufand  men  -,  and 
f*"Jt.  prince  Vaudemont  being  joined  by  the  prince  of 
Hefie,  with  aflrong  body  of  forces  from  the  Rhine, 
took  pofiefiion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Mazy,  within 
five  Englifh  miles  of  the  befieging  army.  The 
king,  underftanding  that  the  enemy  had  reached 
Fleurus,  where  they  difcharged  ninety  pieces  of 
cannon*  as  a  fignal  to  inform  the  garriibn  of  their 
approach,  left  the  conduct  of  the  fiege  to  the  elec- 
|:or  of  Bavaria,  and  took  upon  himielf  the  com- 
mand of  the  covering  army,  in  order  to  oppoie 
Viiieroy,  who  being  further  reinforced  by  a  de- 
tachment from  Germany,  declared,  that  he  would 
hazard  a  battle  for  the  relief  of  Namur.  But  when 
he  viewed  the  poflure  of  the  allies  near  Mazy,  he 
changed  his  refolution,  and  retired  in  the  night 
without  noiie.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  Auguft, 

the 
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the  befieged  were  fummoned  to  furrender,  by  count  A'c< 
Horn,  who,  in  a  parley  with  the  count  de  Lamont, 
general  of  the  French  infantry,  gave  him  to  under- 
Hand,  that  the  marechal  Villeroy  had  retired  to- 
wards the  Mehaigne ;  fo  that  the  garrifo-n  could 
not  expect  to  be  relieved.  No  immediate  anfwer 
being  returned  to  this  melFage,  the  parley  was 
broke  or? •,  and  the  king  refolved  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  a  general  alfeult,  which  he  had  already 
planned  with  the  elector  and  his  other  generals. 
Between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  lord  Cutts, 
who  defired  the  command,  though  it  was  not  his- 
turn  of  duty,  ruflied  out  of  the  trenches  of  the  fe- 
cond  line,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  grenadiers, 
to  make  a  lodgment  in  the  breach  of  Terra-nova, 
fupported  by  the  regiments  of  Coulthorp,  Buchan, 
Hamilton,  and  Mackay ;  while  colonel  Marfelly, 
with  a  body  of  Dutch,  the  Bavarians,  and  Branden- 
burghers,  attacked  at  two  other  places.  The  affa;- 
lants  met  with  iuch  a  warm  reception,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  grenadiers  were  repulied  even  after  they  had 
mounted  the  breach,  lord  Cutts  being  for  fome 
time  difabled  by  a  mot  in  the  head.  Marfelly  was 
defeated,  taken,  and  afterwards  killed  by  a  cannon- 
ball  from  the  batteries  of  the  befiegers.  The  Ba- 
varians, by  miftaking  their  way,  were  expofed  to  a 
terrible  fire,  by  which  their  general  count  Rivera 
and  a  great  number  of  their  officers  were  (lain  ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  they  fixed  thefnfelves  on  the  outward 
intrenchment  on  the  point  of  theCoehorn  next  to 
the  Sambre,  and  maintained  their  ground  with  ama- 
fing  fortitude.  Lord  Cutts,  when  his  wound  was 
drefied,  returned  to  the  fcene  of  action  ;  and  or- 
dered two  hundred  chofen  men  of  Mackay's  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  lieutenant  Cockle,  to  attack 
the  face  of  the  faillant-angle  next  to  the  breach 
fword  in  hand,  while  the  enfigns  of  the  fame  regi- 
fnent  ihould  advance  and  plant  their  colours  on  the 
i  palliiadoes. 
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A.c.i69$.paiiifadoes.     Cockle  and  his  detachment  executed 
the  command  he  had  received  with  admirable  in- 
trepidity.    They   broke  through  the  pallifadoes, 
drove  the  French  from  the  covered-way,   made  a 
lodgment  in  one  of  the  batteries,  and  turned  the 
cannon  againil  the  enemy.     The  Bavarians  being 
thus  fuftained,  made  their  poft  good.     The  ma- 
jor-generals la  Cave  and  Schwerin   lodged  them- 
felves  at  the  fame  time  on  the  covered-way  -,  and 
although  the  general  affault  did  not  fucceed  in  its 
full  extent,  the  confederates  remained  mafters  of  a 
very  confiderable  lodgment,  nearly  an  Englifn  mile 
in  length.     Yet  this  was  dearly  purchafed  with  the 
lives  of  two  thousand  men,  including  many  officers 
of  great  rank  and  reputation.     During  the  action 
the  elector  of  Bavaria  fignalized  his  courage  in  a 
very   remarkable   manner,  riding   from   place   to 
place  through  the  hotteft  of  the  fire,  giving  his 
directions  with  notable  prefence  of  mind,  accord- 
ing to  the  emergency  of  circumftances,  animating 
the  officers  with  praife  and  promile  of  preferment, 
and  diftributing  handfuls  of  gold  among  the  pri- 
vate Ibldiers. 

The  place        On  the  firft  day  of  September,  the  befieged  hav- 
e.pituiate: :  jng  obtained  a  ceflation  of  arms  that  their  dead 

Boufflers  is        P  .       .       ,         .  ,  .  . 

arrefted  ty  might  be  buried,  the  count  de  Guiicard  appearing 
£derwi    on  tnc  breach,  denred  to  fpeak  with  the  elector  of 

king  Wn-  .  TT-      i  •     i         <~    •  T        i  •  i 

jiam.  Bavaria.  His  hignnels  immediately  mounting  the 
breach,  the  French  governor  offered  to  furrender 
the  fort  of  Ccehorn  j  but  was  given  to  underiland, 
'  that  if  he  intended  to  capitulate,  he  mult  treat  for 
the  whole.  This  reply  being  communicated  to 
Boufflers,  he  agreed  to  the  propofal :  the  ceflation 
was  prolonged,  and  that  very  evening  the  capitu- 
lation was  finifhed.  Villeroy,  who  lay  encamped  at 
Gemblours,  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  this  event,  by 
a  triple  difrha:ge  of  all  the  artillery,  and  a  running 
fire  along  the  lines  of  the  confederate  army,  thau 

lie 
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he  patted  the  Sambre  near  Charleroy,  with  great  A-c- 1<59S- 
precipitation  v  and  having  reinforced  the  garrifon 
of  Dinant,  retreated  towa-rds  the  lines  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mons.  On  the  fifth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, the  French  garrifon,  which  was  now  reduced 
from  fifteen  to  five  thoufand  five  hundred  men, 
evacuated  the  citadel  of  Namur ;  and  Boufflers  was 
arrefted  in  the  name  of  his  Britannick  majefly,  by 
way  of  reprifal  for  the  garrifons  of  Dixmuyde  and 
Deynfe,  which  the  French  king  had  detained  con- 
trary to  the  cartel  fubfifting  between  the  two  na- 
tions. The  marechal  was  not  a  little  difcompofed 
at  this  unexpected  incident,  and  expoftulated  warmly 
with  Mr.  Dyckvelt,  who  afiured  him  the  king  of 
Great-Britain  entertained  a  profound  refpect  for 
his  perfon  and  character ;  and  offered  to  let  him  at 
liberty,  provided  he  would  pafs  his  word,  that  the 
garrifons  of  Dixmuyde  and  Deynfe  mould  be  fent 
back,  or  that  he  himfelf  would  return  in  a  fort- 
night. He  faid,  that  he  could  not  enter  into  any 
luch  engagement,  as  he  did  not  know  his  matter's 
reafons  for  detaining  the  garrifons  in  qucftion.  He 
was  therefore  re-conveyed  to  Namur,  from  whence 
he  was  removed  to  Maeflricht,  and  treated  with  great 
reverence  and  refpect,  till  the  return  of  an  officer 
whom  he  had  difpatched  to  Verfailles  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  captivity.  Then  he  engaged  his  word, 
that  the  garrifons  of  Dixmuyde  and  Deynfe  mould 
be  lent  back  to  the  allied  army.  He  was  imme- 
diately releafed,  and  conducted  in  fafety  to  Dinant. 
When  he  repaired  to  Verfailles,  Lewis  received 
him  with  very  extraordinary  marks  of  efteem  and 
affection.  He  embraced  him  in  public  with  the 
warmed  expreffions  of  regard  •,  declared  himfelf 
perfectly  well  fatisfied  with  his  conduct ;  created 
him  duke  and  peer  of  France  ;  and  prelented  him 
with  a.  very  large  fum,  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
fignal  fervices. 

7  After 
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A.C.  i69J.      After  the  reduction   of  Namur,  which  greatly 
Campaign    inhanced  the  military  character  of  king  William,  he 
Shine  and  retired  to  h's  houic  at  Loo,  which  was  his  favourite 
in  Hungary- place  of  refidence,  leaving  the  command   to  the 
elector  of  Bavaria.     About  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember both  armies  began  to  leparate.  The  French 
forces  retired  within  their  lines.     A  good  number 
of  the  allied  troops  were  diftributed  in  different  gar- 
rifons ;  and  a  ftrong  detachment  marched  towards 
Newport,    under  the   command  of  the  prince  of 
Wirtemberg,   for  the  lecurity  of  that  place.  Thus 
ended  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands.     On  the 
Rhine  nothing  of  moment  was  attempted  by  either 
army.     The  marecrul  de  Lorges  in  the  beginning 
of  June  palled  the  Rhine  at  Philipfburg,  and  poft> 
ing  himfelf  at  Bruckfal,  fent  out  parties  to  ravage 
the  country.     On  the  eleventh  day  of  the  month 
the  prince  of  Baden  joined,  the  German  army  at 
Steppach,  and  on  the  eighth  of  July  was  reinforced 
by  the  troops  of  the  other  German  confederates,  in 
the    neighbourhood   of  Wiielock.     On  the  nine- 
teenth, the  French  retired  without  noife,  in  the 
night,   towards  Manheim,  where  they  repafled  the 
river  without  any  interruption  from   the  Imperial 
general  :  then  he  fent  off  a   large  detachment    to 
Flanders.     The  fame  ftep  was  taken  by  the  prince 
of  Baden ;  and  each  army  lay  inactive  in  their  quar- 
ters for  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign.     The 
command  of  the  Germans  in  Hungary  was  conferr- 
ed upon  the  rledlor  of  Saxony  •,  but  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  fo  dilatory  in  their  preparations,  that 
he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  acl:  till  the  middle  of 
Auguft.     Lord  Paget  had  been  lent  ambaffador 
from  England  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  with  inftruc- 
tions  relating  to   a  pacification  •,   but,  before   he 
could  obtain  an  audience,  the  fultan  died,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Muftapha,  who  relblved 
to  profecute  the  war  in  perfon.  The  warlike  genius 
i  of 
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of  this  new  emperor  offered  but  an  uncomfortable  A-  c-  *9S- 
profpect  to  his  people,  confidering  that  Peter,  the 
czar  of  Mufcovy,  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  the 
war  in  Hungary,  to  invade  the  Crimea,  and  be- 
fiege  Azoph  :  fo  that  the  Tartars  were  too  much 
employed  at  home  to  fpare  the  iuccours  which  the 
fultan  demanded.  Neverthelefs,  Muftapha  and  his 
vizir  took  the  field  before  the  Imperialifts  could 
commence  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  paffed 
the  Danube,  took  Lippa  and  Titul  by  aflault, 
ilormed  the  camp  of  general  Veterani,  who  was 
pofted  at  Lugos  with  feven  thoufand  men,  and  loft 
his  life  in  the  action.  The  infantry  were  cut  in 
pieces,  after  having  made  a  defperate  defence  ;  but 
the  horfe  retreated  to  Carouiebes,  under  the  con- 
duct of  general  Trufches.  The  Turks  after  this 
exploit  retired  to  Orlbwa.  Their  navy,  mean  while, 
furprifed  the  Venetian  fleet  at  Scio,  where  feveral 
mips  of  the  republic  were  deftroyed,  and  they  re- 
covered that  ifland,  which  the  Venetians  thought 
proper  to  abandon ;  but,  in  order  to  ballance  this 
misfortune,  thefc  lad  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  the  bafhaw  of  Negropont,  in  the  Morea. 

The  French  king  ftill  maintained  a  lecret  nego-  Thereof 
tiation  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  whole  conduct  had  Savo?  ukcs 
been  for  fome  time  my  (tenons  and  equivocal.  Con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  his  allies,  he  undertook  the 
fiege  of  Cafal,  which  was  counted  one  of  the 
itrongeit  fortifications  in  Europe,  defended  by  a 
numerous  garrifon,  abundantly  lupplied  with  am- 
munition and  provifion.  Thefiege  was  begun  about 
the  middle  of  May  ;  and  the  place  was  furrendered 
by  capitulation  in  about  fourteen  days,  to  tire  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  confederates,  who  did  not  know 
that  this  was  a  facrifice  by  which  the  French 
court  obtained  the  duke's  forbearance  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  The  capitula- 
tion imported,  That  the  place  mould  be  reilored 

to 
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A  c  i59s.  the  duke  of  Mantua,  who  was  the  rightful  proprie- 
tor :  That  the  fortifications  fhould  be  demolilhed 
at  the  expence  of  the  allies  :  That  the  garrifon 
fhould  remain  in  the  fort  until  that  work  fhould  be 
compleated  ;  and  hoflages  were  exchanged  for  the 
performance  of  theie  conditions.  The  duke  under- 
ftood  the  art  of  procraftination  fo  well,  that  Sep- 
tember was  far  advanced  before  the  place  was 
wholly  difmantled  ;  and  then  he  was  fcized  widi  an 
ague  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  army. 
tf^hTca  ^n  ^ata^on'a  tne  French  could  hardly  maintain 
toj.ci*.  the  footing  they  had  gained.  Admiral  RuflTel,  who 
wintered  at  Cadiz,  was  created  admiral,  chief- com- 
mander, and  captain -general  of  all  his  majefty's 
fhips  employed,  or  to  be  employed  in  the  Narrow 
feas,  and  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  was  reinforced 
by  four  thoufand  five  hundred  ioldiers,  under  the 
command  of  brigadier-general  .Stewart ;  and  feven 
thoufand  men,  Imperialifts  as  well  as  Spaniards, 
were  draughted  from  Italy  for  the  defence  of  Ca- 
talonia. Thefe  forces  were  tranfported  to  Barcelona, 
under  the  convoy  of  admiral  Nevil,  detached  by 
Ruflrl  for  that  purpofe.  The  affairs  of  Catalonia 
had  already  changed  their  afpec~b.  Several  French 
parties  had  been  defeated.  The  Spaniards  had 
blocked  up  Oftalric  and  Caftel-Follit :  Noailles 
had  been  recalled,  and  the  command  devolved 
to  the  duke  de  Vendome,  who  no  fooner  under- 
{lood  that  the  forces  from  Italy  were  landed,  than 
he  difmanticd  Oftalric  and  Caftel  Follit,  and  retir- 
ed to  Paiamos.  The  viceroy  of  Catalonia,  and  the 
Enghlh  admiral  having  reiblved  ro  give  battle  to 
{he  enemy,  and  reduce  Paiamos,  the  Kngliih  troops 
were  landed  on  the  ninth  day  of  August,  and  the 
allied  army  advanced  to  Paiamos.  The  French 
appeared  in  order  of  battle  ;  but  the  viceroy  de- 
clined an  engagement.  Far  from  attacking  th- 
enemy,  he  withdrew  his  forces,  and  the  town  was 

bom- 
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bombarded  by  the  admiral.  The  mifcarriage  ofA-c-l69S* 
this  expedition  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  a 
mifunderftanding  between.  Ruffel  and  the  court  of 
Spain.  The  admiral  complained,  that  his  catholic 
majefty  had  made  no  preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign :  that  he  had  neglected  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments with  refpect  to  the  Spanifh  fquadron,  which 
ought  to  have  joined  the  fleets  of  England  and  Hol- 
land :  and,  that  he  had  taken  no  care  to  provide 
tents  and  provifion  for  the  Britim  forces.  On  the 
twenty-leventh  day  of  Auguft  he  failed  for  the  coaft 
of  Provence,  where  his  fleet  was  endangered  by  a 
terrible  tempeft  •,  then  he  (leered  down  the  Streights, 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  September  arrived  in 
the  bay  of  Cadiz.  Then  he  left  a  number  of  mips 
under  the  command  of  Sir  David  Mitchel,  until  he 
mould  be  joined  by  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  was 
expelled  from  England,  and  returned  home  with 
the  reft  of  the  combined  fquadrons. 

While  admiral  Ruffel  affcrted  the  Britim  domi- TheEng];^ 
nion  in  the  Mediterranean-fea,  the  French  coafts  fl^  bom- 
were   again   intuited  in  the  channel  by  a  feparate  j££*i 
fleet,  under  the  command  of  lord  Berkeley  of  Strat-  <*fc«  p'a«* 
ton,  affifted  by  the  Dutch  admiral  Allemonde.  On  ™ 
the  fourth  day  of  July  they  anchored  before  St. 
Malo's,  which  they  bombarded  from  nine  ketches 
covered  by  fome  frigates,   which  fuftained  more 
damage  than  was  done  to  the  enemy.  On  the  fixth, 
Granville  underwent  the  fame  fate  ;  and  then  the 
fleet  returned  to  Portfmouth.     The  bomb-vcfll-is 
being  refitted,  the  fleet  failed  round  to  the  Downs, 
where  four  hundred  foldiers  were  embarked  for  an 
attempt   upon  Dunkirk,    under  the   direction  of 
Meefters,  the  famous  Dutch    engineer,  who  had 
prepared  his  internals,  and  other  machines  for  the 
fervice.     On  the  firir  day  of  Auguft  the  experiment 
was  tried  without  fuccefs.     The  bombs  did  iV 
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A.  c.  1-695.  execution ;  but,  two  fmoke-fhips  mifcarried,  and 
the  French  had  ftcured  the  RiJbank  and  wooden 
forts,  with  piles,  booms,  chains,  and  floating  bat- 
teries, in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  machine-veflels 
could  not  approach  near  enough  to  produe  any  ef- 
fe6t.  Befides,  the  councils  of  the  aflailants  were 
diftracted  by  violent  animofities.  The  Englifh  of- 
ficers hated  Meefters,  becaufc  he  was  a  Dutchman, 
and  had  acquired  fome  credit  with  the  king  :  he,  on 
the  other  hand,  treated  them  with  difreipeft.  He 
retired  with  his  machines  in  the  night,  and  refufed 
to  co-operate  with  lord  Berkeley  in  his  defign  upon 
Calais,  which  was  now  put  in  execution.  On  the 
fixteenth  he  brought  his  batteries  to  bear  upon  this 
place,  and  fet  fire  to  it  in  different  quarters  :  but, 
the  enemy  had  taken  fuch  precautions  as  rendered 
his  fcheme  abortive. 

w:imot's  A  fquadron  had  been  fent  to  the  We  ft- Indies  un- 
.xpedition  der  the  joint  command  of  captain  Robert  Wilmot 
jLdttLWcft~  and  colonel  Lilingfton,  with  twelve  hundred  land- 
forces.  They  had  inftructions  to  co-operate  with 
the  Spaniards  in  Hiipaniola,  againft  the  French 
fettlements  on  that  iiland,  and  to  deftroy  their 
fifheries  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  their 
return.  They  were  accordingly  joined  by  feven- 
teen  hundred  Spaniards  railed  by  the  prefident  of 
St.  Domingo  j  but,  inflead  of  proceeding  again  it 
Petit-Guavas,  acccording  to  the  directions  they 
had  received,  Wilmot  took  poflefiion  of  Fort-Fran- 
cois, and  plundered  the  country  for  his  own  pri- 
vate advantage,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances 
of  Lilingfton,  who  proteited  againft  his  condud. 
In  a  word,  the  fea  and  land-officers  lived  in  a  itate 
of  perpetual  ditfenfion;  and  both  became  extremely 
difagreeable  to  the  Spaniards,  who  foon  renounced 
all  connexion  with  them  and  their  defigns  In  th« 
beginning  of  September  the  commodore  fet  fail 

for 


WILLIAM    Hi. 

for  England,  and  loft  one  of  his  fliips  in  the  gulph'  A  c- l 
tif  Florida.     He  himfelf  died  in  the  pafTage,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  men   being  fwept  off  by  an 
epidemical  diftemper,  the    fquadron    returned   to 
Britain   in  a  moft  miierab'le  condition.     Notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  efforts  the  nation  had  made  to 
maintain  fuch  a  number  of  different  fquadroris  for 
the  protection  of  commerce,  as  well  as  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  the  trade  fuffered  feverelyfrom  the  French 
privateers  which  fwarmcd  in  both  channels,  and 
made  prize  of  many  rich  vefTels.     The  marquis  of 
Carmaerthen  being  ftationed  with    a  fquadron  of? 
the   Scilly  iflands,  miflook   a  fleet  of  merchant- 
fhips  for  the  Breft-fleet,  and  retired  with  precipita- 
tion  to  Milford- Haven.     In  confequence  of  this 
retreat,  the  privateers  took  a  good  number  of  fliips 
from  Barbadoes,  and   five   from   the  Eafl-Indics, 
valued  at  a  million  fterling.     The  merchants  re- 
newed their  clamour  againft  tlus  commiflioners  of 
the  admiralty,  who  produced  their  orders  and  in- 
ftrucYions  in  their  own  defence.     The  marquis  of 
Carmaerthen   had   been  guilty  of  flagrant  mifcon- 
duft  on  this  occafion  -,    but,    the   chief  fource  of 
thofe  national  calamities  was  the  circumftantial  in- 
telligence tranfmttted  to  France  from  time  to  time, 
by  the   malcontents  of  England;    for,  they  were 
actuated  by  a  fcandalous  principle  which  they  ftill 
retain,  namely,  that  of  rejoicing  in  the  diftrefs  of 
their  country. 

King  William,  after  having  conferred  with  the  A  new  p 
ftates  of  Holland,  and  the  elector  of  Brandenburg,  Jian":nt- 
who  met  him  at  the  Hague,  embarked  for  Eng- 
land on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Oftober,  and  arrived 
in  fafety  at  Margate,  from  whence   he  proceeded 
to  London,  where  he  was  received  as  a  conqueror, 
amidft  the  rejoicings  and  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple.    On  that  fame  day  he  fiimmoned  a  councU  at 
Kenfington,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  convoke 
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A.G.  1695,  a  new  parliament.     While  the  nation  was  in  good 
humour,  it  was  fuppoled  that  they  wouleL  return 
fuch  members  only  as  were  well  affected  to  the  go- 
vernment •,  whereas  the  preient  parliament  might 
proceed  in  its  inquiries  into  corruption  and  other 
grievances,  and  be  the  lefs  influenced  by  the  crown, 
as  their  dependance  was  of  fuch  fhort  duration.   The 
parliament  was  therefore  diffolved  by  proclamation, 
and  a  new  one  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weftminfter 
on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  November.      While 
the  whole   nation  was  occupied  in  the  elections, 
William,  by   the  advice  of  his  chief  confidents, 
layed  his  own  difpofition  under  reftraint,  in  another 
effort  to  acquire  popularity.     He  honoured  the  di- 
verfions  of  Newmarket  with  his  pretence,  and  there 
received  a  compliment  of  congratulation  from  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge.       Then  he    vifited  the 
earls  of  Sunderland,  Northampton,  and  Montague, 
at  their  different  houfes  in  the  country  •,  and  pro- 
ceeded v/ith  a  fplendid  retinue   to  Lincoln,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Welbeek,  a  feat  belonging 
to  the  duke  of  Newcaltle  in  Nottinghamlhire,  where 
he  was  attended  by  Dr.  Sharp,  archbifhop  of  York, 
and  his  clergy.     He  lodged  one  night  with  lord 
Brooke  at  Warwick-caftle,  dined  with  the  duke  of 
Shrewfbury  at  Eyefort,  and,  by  the  way  of  Wood- 
ftock,    made  a  folernn  entry  into  Oxford,  having 
been  met  at  fome  diitance  from  the  city  by  the  duke 
ofOrmond,  as   chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  the 
vice-chancellor,  the  doctors  in  their  habits,  and  the 
magiftratcs  in  their  formalities.     He  proceeded  di- 
rectly to  the  theatre,  where  he  was  welcomed  in  an 
elegant  Latin  fpeech  ^  and  received  from  the  chan- 
cellor, on  his  knees,  the  uiual  prelents  of  a  large 
Englifh  Bible,  and  Book  of  Common  ljrayer,  the 
cuts  of  the  univerfity,  and  a  pair  of  gold-fringe 
gloves.     The  conduits  ran  with  wine,  and  a  mag- 
nificent banquet  was  prepared  j    but,  an  anony- 
mous 
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mous  lefter  being  found  in  the  ftreet,  importing,  A-c-l695- 
.  that  there  was  a  defign  to  poiibn  his  majeily,  Wil- 
liam refilled  to  eat  or  drink  in  Oxford,  and  retired 
immediately  to  Windibr.  Notwithstanding  this 
abrupt  departure,  which  did  not  favour  much  of 
m.r-  ,  the  univerfity  chofe  Sir  William 

Triimbui  fecretary  of  itate,  as  one  of  their  reprefen- 
tives  in.  parliament. 

The  WhUt-inte'reft  generally  prevailed  in  tlie  T^.r6 

&  /     r  i  the  bill  lor 

elections,  though  many  even  or  tnat  party  were  regulating 
malcontents ;  and  when  the  parliament  met,  Foley  '"jjjj? 
was  again  chofen  fpeaker  of  the  commons.  The  higK-i«a- 
king  in  his  firft  fpeech  extolled  the  valour  of  the  foa> 
Eng'ifh  forces ;  exprefTed  his  concern  at  being 
obliged  to  demand  fuch  large  fupplies  from  his 
people  •,  obferved,  that  the  funds  had  proved  very 
deficient,  and  the  civil  lift  was  in  a  precarious  con- 
dition ;  recommended  to  their  companion  the 
miferable  fituation  of  the  French  proteitants ;  took 
notice  of  the  bad  itate  of  the  coin ;  deiired  they 
would  form  a  good  bill  for  the  encouragement  and 
increafe  of  feanien  ;  and  contrive  laws  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce.  He  mentioned  the  great 
preparations  which  the  French  were  making  for 
taking  the  field  early  i  intreated  them  to  ufe  dif- 
patch  ;  expreffed  his  fatisfacSbion  at  the  choice 
which  his  people  had  made  of  their  reprefentatives 
in  the  houie  of  commons ;  and  exhorted  them  to 
proceed  with  temper  and  unanimity.  Though  the 
two  houfes  prelented  addrefles  of  congratulation  to 
the  king,  upon  his  late  fuccefs,  and  promifed  to 
aflift  him  in  profecuting  the  war  witn  vigour,  the 
nation  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  intolerable  bur- 
thens and  loflcs  to  which  they  were  fubjecled,  by 
a  foreign  fcheme  of  politics,  which,  like  .an  un- 
fathomable abyfs,  iwallowed  up  the  wealth  and 
blood  of  the  kingdom.  All  the  king's  endeavours 
to  cover  the  diigufting  fids  of  his  character  had 
G  2  proved 


84  ,        H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  o  F  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

A.  c.  i635.  proved  ineffectual :  he  was  ftill  dry,  referved,  and 
forbidding;  and  the  malcontents  inveighed  bitterly 
againft  his  behaviour  to  the  princefs  Anne  of  Den- 
mark. When  the  news  of  Namur's  bting  reduced 
arrived  in  England,  fhe  congratulated  him  upon 
his  fuccefs  in  a  dutiful  letter :  to  which  he  would 
not  deign  to  fend  a  reply,  either  by  writing  or  mef- 
fage  -,  nor  had  me  or  her  hufband  been  favoured 
with  the  flighteft  mark  of  regard  fince  his  return  to 
England.  The  members  in  the  lower-houfe,  who 
had  adopted  oppofing  maxims,  either  from  princi- 
ple or  relentment,  refolved,  That  the  crown  mould 
purchafe  the  fupplies  with  fome  concefllon  in  favour 
of  the  people.  They  therefore  brought  in  the  fo 
long  contefted  bill  for  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of 
high-treafon,  and  mifprifion  of  treafon  ;  and,  con- 
fidering  the  crkical  juncture  of  affairs,  the  courtiers 
were  afraid  of  obftructing  fuch  a  popular  meafure. 
The  lords  inferted  a  clauie,  enacting,  That  a  peer 
mould  be  tried  by  the  whole  peerage,  and  the 
commons  at  once  afTented  to  this  amendment.  The 
bill  provided,  That  perfons  indicted  for  high-trea- 
fon, or  miiprifion  of  treafon,  mould  be  furnimed 
with  a  copy  of  the  indictment  five  days  before  the 
trial  ;  and  indulged  with  counfel  to  plead  in  their 
defence  :  That  no  perlbn  mould  be  indicted  but 
upon  the  oaths  of  two  lawful  witneiTes  fwearing  to 
overt  acts  :  That  in  two  or  more  diftinct  trealbns 
of  divers  kinds,  alledged  in  one  bill  of  indictment, 
one  witnefs  to  one,  and  another  witnefs  to  another, 
mould  not  be  deemed  two  witnefles :  That  no  per- 
lbn mould  be  profecuted  for  any  fuch  crime,  unlefs 
the  indictment  be  found  within  three  years  after 
the  offence  committed,  except  in  cafe  of  a  defign 
or  attempt  to  afiaffinate  or  poifon  the  king,  where 
this  limitation  fhould  not  take  place  :  That  perfons 
indicted  for  treafon,  or  mifprifion  of  trcafon, fhould 
be  fupplied  with  copies  of  the  panel  of  the  jurors, 

two 
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two  days  at  lead  before  the  trial,  and  have  procefs  A  c-  l69S. 
to  compel  their  witnefies  to  appear  :  That  no  evi- 
dence mould  be  admitted  of  any  overt-act  not  'ex- 
prefly  laid  in  the  indictment :  That  this  act  mould 
not  extend  to  any  impeachment,  or  othc-r  proceed- 
ings in,parliament  ^  nor  to  any  indictment  for  coun- 
terfeiting his  majeily's  coin,  his  great-leal,  privy- 
leal,  fign-manual,  or  fignet. 

This  important  affair  being  difcufied,  the  com-  Refi-.iuriont 
mons  proceeded  to  examine  the  accompts  and  efti-  ^^^ 
mates,  and  voted  above  five  millions  tor  the  fer-  com^e. 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year.  The  flate  of  the  coin 
was  by  this  time  become  fuch  a  national  grievance 
as  could  not  efcape  the  attention  of  parliament. 
The  lords  prepared  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  for  a 
proclamation  to  put  a  flop  t©  the  currency  of  dimi- 
nifhed  coin  •,  and  to  this  they  defired  the  concur- 
rence of  the  commons.  The  lower  houfe,  how- 
ever, determined  to  take  this  affair  under  their  ov/n 
infpection.  They  appointed  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  deliberate  on  the  flate  of  the  na- 
tion with  refpect  to  the  currency.  Great  opposition 
was  made  to  a  recoinage,  which  was  a  meafure 
flrenuoufly  recommended  and  fupported  by  Mr. 
Montague,  who  acted  on  this  occaiion  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  great  mathematician  Sir  Ifaac  Newton. 
The  enemies  of  this  expedient  argued,  that  fhould  • 
the  filver  coin  be  called  in,  it  would  be  impolfible 
to  maintain  the  war  abroad,  or  profecutc  foreign 
trade,  inafmuch  as  the  merchant  could  not  pay  his 
bills  of  exchange,  nor  the  foldier  receive  his  fub- 
fiftence  :  that  a  ilop  would  be  put  to  all  mutual 
payment ;  and  this  would  produce  univerial  Confulion 
und  defpair.  Such  a  reformation  could  notbe  effected 
without  fome  danger  and  difficulty  j  but  it  was  be- 
come abfolutely  necefTary,  as  the  evil  daily  increaf- 
ed,  and  in  a  little  time  mud  have  terminated  in  na- 
tional anarchy.  After  long  and  vehement  debates, 
G  *  the 


86  HISTORYoF    ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1695.  t]ie  majority  rcfolved  to  proceed  with  all  poflible 
expedition  to  a  new  coinage.  Another  queilion 
aroie,  Whether  the  new  coin,  in  its  different  deno- 
minations, fhould  retain  the  original  weight  and 
purity  of  the  old  ;  or  the  eftablilhed  ftandard  be 
railed  in  value  ?  The  famous  Locke  engaged  in 
this  difpute  againft  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  propofed 
that  the  itandard  fhould  be  raifed  ;  and  his  argu- 
ments were  Ib  convincing,  that  the  committee  re- 
folved  the  eftablifhed  ftandard  fhould  be  prefcrved 
with  refpecl  to  weight  and  finenefs.  They  like- 
wife  refolved,  That  the  lofs  .iccruing  to  the  revenue 
from  clipped  money,  fhould  be  borne  by  the  pub- 
lic. In  order  to  prevent  a  total  ftagnation,  they 
further  refolved,  That,  after  an  appointed  day, 
no  clipped  money  mould  pals  in  payment,  except 
to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  and  taxes,  or  upon 
loans  or  payments  into  the  exchequer  :  That,  after 
another  day  to  be  appointed,  no  clipped  money  of 
any  fort  mould  pafs  in  any  payment  whanocver ; 
and  that  a  third  day  mould  be  fixed  for  all  perfons 
to  bring  in  their  clipped  money  to  be  recoined,  after 
which  they  mould,  have  no  allowance  upon  what 
they  might  offer.  They  addrefled  the  king  to  ifiue 
a  proclamation  agreeable  to  thefe  refolutions  ;  and 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  it  was  publifh- 
cd  accordingly.  Such  were  the  fears  of  the  peo- 
ple, augmented  and  inflamed  by  the  enemies  of 
the  government,  that  all  payments  immediately 
ceafed,  and  a  face  of  diftraclion  appeared  through 
the  whole  community.  The  adveriaries  of  the  bill 
ieized  this  opportunity  to  aggravate  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  public.  They  inveighed  againft  the 
miniftry,  as  the  authors  of  this  national  grievance  : 
they  levelled  their  fatire  particularly  at  Montague  ; 
and  it  required  uncommon  fortitude  and  addrefs  to 
avert  the  moft  dangerous  confequenc'es  of  popular 
dilcontenc.  The  houfe  of  commons  agreed  to  the 
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following  refolutions,  That  twelve  hundred  thou- A- C-|695- 
fand  pounds  mould  be  raifed  by  a  duty  on  glafs- 
windows,  to  make  up  the  lofs  on  the  clipped  mo- 
ney :  That  the  recompence  for  fupplying  the  de- 
ficiency of  clipped  money  mould  extend  to  all  filver 
coin,  though  of  a  coarfer  aUoy  than  the  ftandard : 
That  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  his  majefty's 
mds  and  revenues  {hould  be  enjoined  to  receive  all 
fuch  monies :  That  a  reward  of  five  pounds  per 
cent,  fhould  be  given  to  all  fuch  perfons  as  mould 
bring  in  either  milled  or  broad  undipped  money, 
to  be  applied  in  exchange  of  the  clipped  money 
throughout  the  kingdom  :  That  a  reward  of  three 
pence  per  ounce  mould  be  given  to  all  perfons  who 
mould  bring  in  wrought  plate  to  the  mint  to  be 
coined  :  That  perfons  might  pay  in  their  whole 
next  year's  land-tax  in  clipped  money,  at  one  con- 
venient time  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe : 
That  commiffioners  fhould  be  appointed  in  every 
county  to  pay  and  diftribute  the  milled  and  broad 
undipped  money,  and  the  new  coined  money  in 
lieu  of  that  which  was  diminifhed.  A  bill  being 
prepared  agreeable  to  thefe  determinations,  was 
Tent  up  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  who  made  fome 
amendments,  which  the  commons  rejected  :  but, 
in  order  to  avoid  cavils  and  conferences,  they 
dropped  the  bill,  and  brought  in  another,  without 
the  claufes  which  the  lords  had  inlerted.  They 
were  again  propoled  in  the  upper  houfe,  and 
over-ruled  by  the  majority  •,  and  on  the  twenty- 
firfl  day  of  January,  the  bill  received  the  royal  af- 
fenr,  together  with  another  bill,  enlarging  the  time 
for  purchafing  annuities,  and  continuing  the  duties 
on  low  wines.  At  the  iame  time,  the  king  palled 
the  bill  of  trials  for  high-treafon,  and  an  act  to  pre- 
vent mercenary  elections.  Divers  merchants  and 
traders  petitioned  the  hou«fe  of  commons,  that  the 
G  4  loffes 
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A- c  »*5v  lofies  in  their  trade  and  payments,  occafioned  by 
the  rife  of  guineas,  might  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion.  A  bill  was  immediately  brought  in  for  tak- 
ing oif  the  obligation  and  encouragement  for  coin- 
ing guineas,  for  a  certain  time  :  and  then  the  com- 
mons proceeded  to  lower  the  value  of  this  coin  •,  a 
tafk  in  which  they  met  with  great  opposition  from 
fome  members,  who  alledged  that  it  would  foment 
the  popular  diflurbances.  At  length,  however, 
the  majority  agreed,  that  a  guinea  mould  be  lower- 
ed from  thirty  to  eight  and  twenty  (hillings  •,  after- 
wards to  fix  and  twenty  ;  at  length  a  claufe  was 
inferted  in  the  bill,  for  encouraging  people  to 
bring  plate  to  the  mint,  fettling  the  price  of  a 
guinea  at  two  and  twenty  millings,  and  it  na- 
turally funk  to  its  original  value  of  twenty  millings 
and  fixpence.  Many  perfons,  however,  fuppofing 
that  the  price  of  gold  would  be  raifed  in  the  next 
fefTion,  hoarded  up  their  guineas  ;  and,  upon  the 
fame  fuppofition,  encouraged  by  the  malcontents, 
the  new  coined  filver-money  was  referved,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  commerce.  The  king  ordered 
mints  to  be  creeled  in  York,  Briflol,  Exeter,  and 
Chefter,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  recoinage,  which 
was  executed  with  unexpected  fuccefs ;  fo  that, 
in  lefs  than  a  year,  the  currency  of  England,  which 
had  been  the  woril,  became  the  bed  coin  in  Europe. 
The  com-  At  this  period,  the  attention  of  the  commons 
mons  a-i-  was  diverted  to  an  object  of  a  more  private  nature, 
khig,  to  The  earl  or*  Portland,  who  enjoyed  the  greateft 
'"nth-  &are  of  the  king's  favour,  had  obtained  a  grant  of 
JSe  to  the  fome  lordfhips  in  Derbyfhire ;  and,  while  the 
j^dofport~  warrant  was  depending,  the  gentlemen  of  that 
county  refolded  to  oppofe  it  with  all  their  power* 
In  conlequence  of  a  petition,  they  were  indulged 
with  a  hearing  by  the  lords  of  the  treafury.  Sir 
"\yilliam  Williams,  in 'the  name  of  the  reft,  alledged, 
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that  the  lordfhips  in  queftion  were  the  ancient  de-  *' c  I69i' 
mefnes  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  abfolutely  unaliena- 
ble  :  that  the  revenues  of  thofe  lordthips  fupported 
the  government  of  Wales  in  paying  the  judges  and 
other  falaries  :  that  the  grant  was  of  too  large  an 
extent  for  any  foreign  iubjeft :  and  that  the  people 
of  the  county  were  too  great  to  be  fubjecl:  to  any 
foreigner.  Sundry  other  fubitantial  reafons  were 
ufed  againft  the  grant,  which,  notwithftanding  all 
their  remonftrances,  would  have  pafied  through 
the  offices,  had  not  the  Welfh  gentlemen  addrefied 
themielves  by  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Upon  this  occafion,  Mr.  Price,  a  member  of  the 
houfe,  harangued  with  great  feverity  againft  the 
Dutch  in  general,  and  did  not  even  abftain  from 
farcafms  upon  the  king's  perfon,  title,  and  govern- 
ment. The  objections  ilarted  by  the  petitioners 
being  duly  confidered,  were  found  fo  reafonable, 
that  the  commons  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king, 
reprefenting,  That  thole  manours  had  been  ufually 
annexed  to  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  fettled 
on  the  princes  of  Wales  for  their  fupport:  That 
many  peribns  in  thofe  parts  held  their  eftates  by- 
royal  tenure,  under  great  and  valuable  compofi- 
tions,  rents,  royal  payments,  and  fervices  to  the 
crown  and  princes  of  Wales,  and  enjoyed  great  pri- 
vileges and  advantages  under  fuch  tenure.  They 
therefore  befought  his  majefty  to  recal  the  grant, 
which  was  in  diminution  of  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  the  crown  ;  and  prayed,  that  the  faid  manours 
and  lands  might  not  be  alienated  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament.  This  addrefs  met  with  a  cold 
reception  from  the  king,  who  promifed  to  recal  the 
grant  which  had  given  fuch  offence  to  the  com- 
mons-, and  faid  he  would  find  fome  other  way  of 
fhewing  his  favour  to  the  earl  of  Portland. 

The   people  in  general  entertained   a  national 
averfion  to  this  nobleman  j  and  the  malcontents 

incul- 
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A  c.  »«9S.  inculcated  a  notion  that  he  made  ufe  of  his  intereft 
^ nether  and  intelligence  to  injure  the  trade  of  England, 
*ewDScot-e  t^iat  l^e  commerce  of  his  own  country  might 
flourifti  without  competition.  To  his  fuggeftions 
they  imputed  the  aft  and  patent  in  favour  of  the 
Scottiih  company,  which  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  thrown  in  as  a  bone  of  contention  between  the 
two  kingdoms  7^he  fubjedt  was  firft  ftarted  in 
the  honfe  of  lords,  who  invited  the  commons  to  a 
conference  :  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  particulars  of  the  ad  for  creeling  the  Scot- 
tifh  company  •,  and  the  two  houfes  prefented  a 
joint  addrefs  againft  it,  as  a  fcheme  that  would  pre- 
judice all  the  fubjects  concerned  in  the  wealth  and 
trade  of  the  Englifa  nation.  They  reprefented, 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  exemption  from  taxes, 
and  other  advantages  granted  to  the  Scottifh  com- 
pany, that  kingdom  would  become  a  free  port  for 
all  EaPc  and  Weft- India  commodities  j  the  Scots 
would  be  enaoled  to  fupply  all  Europe  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  the  Englifh  could  afford  to  fell  their  mer- 
chandife  for  ;  therefore  England  would  lofe  the 
benefit  of  its  foreign  trade  :  befides,  the  Scots  would 
fmuggle  their  commodities  into  England,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  his  majefty,  and  his  cuftoms. 
To  this  remonftrance  the  king  replied,  That  he 
had  been  ill  ferved  in  Scotland,  but  that  he  hoped 
ibme  remedies  would  be  found  to  prevent  the  in- 
eonvenie nicies  of  which  they  were  apprehenfive.  In 
all  probability  he  had  been  impofed  upon  by  the 
miniftry  of  that  kingdom  ;  for,  in  a  little  time,  he 
difcarded  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  and  difmified 
both  the  Scottifh  fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  lieu  of 
whom  he  appointed  lord  Murray, -fon  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Athole.  Not  with  {landing  the  king's  an- 
fwer,  the  committee  proceeded  on  the  inquiry,  and, 
in  confequence  of  their  report,  confirming  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Eaft- India  company,  the  houfe  re- 
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folved,  That  the  directors  of  the  Scottifh  company  A- c- 1695* 
were  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanour,  in 
adminiftering  and  taking  an  oath  de  fideli  in  this 
kingdom ;  and  that  they  mould  be  impeached  for 
the  fame.  Mean  while,  Roderick  Mackenzie,  from 
whom  they  had  received  their  chief  information, 
began  to  retract  his  evidence,  and  was  ordered  into 
cuftody  :  but  he  made  his  efcape,  and  could  not 
be  retaken,  although  the  king,  at  their  requeft, 
iffued  a  proclamation  for  that  purpofe.  The  Scots 
were  extremely  incenfed  againft  the  king,  when 
they  underftood  he  had  dilowned  their  company, 
from  which  they  had  promifed  themfelves  fuch 
wealth  and  advantage.  The  fettlement  of  Darien 
was  already  planned,  and  afterwards  put  in  execu- 
tion •,  though  it  milcarried  in  the  fequel,  and  had 
like  to  have  produced  abundance  of  mifchief. 

The  complaints  of  the  Englifh  merchants  who  intrigues  of 
had  fuffered  by  the  war,  were  fo  loud  at  this  June-  !j£/aco" 
ture,  that  the  commons  refolved  to  take  their  cafe 
into  confideration.  The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  to  confider  the  (late  of  the  nation  with 
regard  to  commerce,  and  having  duly  weighed  all 
circumftances,  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions, 
That  a  council  of  trade  mould  be  eftablifhed  by 
act  of  parliament,  with  power  to  take  meafures  for 
the  more  effectual  preservations  of  commerce :  That 
the  commiflioners  mould  be  nominated  by  parlia- 
ment, but  none  of  them  have  feats  in  the  houfe  : 
That  they  mould  take  an  oath,  acknowledging  the 
title  of  king  William  as  rightful  and  lawful ;  and 
abjuring  the  pretenfions  of  James,  or  any  other 
perfon.  The  king  confidered  thefe  refolutions  as 
an  open  attack  upon  his  prerogative,  and  fignified 
his  difpleafure  to  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  patro- 
nized this  meafure  :  but  it  was  fo  popular  in  the 
houfe,  that  in  all  probability  it  would  have  been 
put  in  execution,  had  not  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mons 
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A.C.  1695- mons  been  at  this  period  diverted  from  it  by  the 
detection  of  a  new  confpiracy.  The  friends  of  king 
James  had,  upon  the  death  of  queen  Mary,  renew- 
ed their  practices  for  effecting  a  refloration  of  that 
monarch,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  intereft  of 
William  was  confiderably  weakened  by  the  deceafe 
of  hisconfort.  Certain  individuals,  whofe  zeal  for 
James  overfhot  their  difcretion,  formed  a  defign  to 
feize  the  perfon  of  king  William,  and  convey  him 
to  France,  or  put  him  to  death,  in  cafe  of  refif- 
tance.  They  had  fent  emiflfaries  to  the  court  of 
St.  Germain's  to  demand  a  commifiion  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  which  was  refufed.  The  earl  of  Aylefbury, 
lord  Montgomery,  fon  to  the  marquis  of  Powis, 
Sir  John  Fenwick,  Sir  John  Friend,  captain  Char- 
nock,  captain  Porter,  and  one  Mr.  Goodman,  were 
the  firft  contrivers  of  this  project.  Charaock  was 
detached  with  a  propofal  to  James,  that  he  mould 
procure  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot  from  France,  to 
make  a  defcent  in  England,  and  they  would  engage 
not  only  to  join  him  at  his  landing,  but  even  to  re- 
place him  on  the  throne  of  England.  Thefe  offers 
being  declined  by  James,  on  pretence  that  the 
French  king  could  not  fpare  fuch  a  number  of 
troops  at  that  juncture,  the  earl  of  Aylefbury  went 
over  in  perfon,  and  was  admitted  to  a  conference 
with  Lewis,  in  which  the  fcheme  of  an  invafion  was 
actually  concerted.  In  the  beginning  of  February, 
the  duke  of  Berwick  repaired  privately  to  England, 
where  he  conferred  with  the  confpirators,  affured 
them  that  king  James  was  ready  to  make  a  defcent 
with  a  confiderable  number  of  French  forces,  dif- 
tributed  commimons,  and  gave  directions  for  pro- 
viding men,  arms,  and  horfes,  to  join  him  at  his 
arrival.  When  he  returned  to  France,  he  found 
every  thing  prepared  for  the  expedition.  The 
troops'  were  drawn  down  to  the  lea-fide  •,  a  great 
number  of  tranfrjorts  were  aflembled  at  Dunkirk  ; 
3  Mon- 
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Monfieur  Gabaret  had  advanced  as  far  as  Calais  A.  c.  1695. 
with  a  iquadron  of  ftiips,  which,  when  joined  by 
that  of  Du  Bart  at  Dunkirk,  was  judged  a  fufficient 
convoy,  and  James  had  come  as  far  as  Calais,  in 
his  way  to  embark.  Mean, while,  the  Jacobites  in 
England  were  affiduoufly  "employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  a  revolt.  Sir  John  Friend  had  very 
near  completed  a  regiment  of  horfe.  Confiderable 
progrefs  was  made  in  levying  another  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Perkins.  Sir  John  Fenwick  had  enlifled  four 
troops.  Colonel  Tempeft  had  undertaken  for  one 
regiment  of  dragoons;  colonel  Parker  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  command  of  another  ;  Mr.  Curzon 
was  commifiioned  for  a  third  ;  and  the  malcontents 
intended  to  raife  a  fourth  in  Suffolk,  where  their  in- 
tereft  chiefly  prevailed. 

While  one  part  of  the  Jacobites  proceeded  c 
againft  William  in  the  ufual  way  of  exciting  an  in-  f 
furre&ion,  another,  confifling  of  the  molt  defpe-iiam. 
rate  conipirators,  had  formed  a  fcheme  of  a(Fafii~ 
nation.  Sir  George  Barclay,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  had  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the  army  of  James, 
a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  a  furious  bigot  in 
the  religion  of  Rome,  yet  clofe,  circumfped,  and 
determined,  was  landed,  with  other  officers,  in 
Romney-marfh,  by  one  captain  Gill,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  January,  and  isfaid  to  have  undertaken 
the  tafk  of  feizing  or  airaffinating  king  William. 
He  imparted  his  defign  to  Harrifon,  alias  Johnfton, 
a  prieit,  Charnock,  Porter,  and  Sir  William  Per- 
kins, by  whom  it  was  approved  ,  and  pretended  to 
have  a  particular  commiilion  for  this  fervice.  After 
various  confutations,  they  refolved  to  attack  the 
king  on  his  return  from  Richmond,  where  he  com- 
monly hunted  on  Saturdays ;  and  the  fcene  of  their 
ambufcade  was  a  lane  between  Brentford  and 
Turnham-green.  As  it  would  be  necefiary  to 
charge  and  difperfe  the  guards  that  attended  the 
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A,  c.  1695.  coach,  they  agreed  that  their  number  fhould  be  in- 
creafed  to  forty  horfemen,  and  each  confpirator  be- 
gan to  engage  proper  perfons  for  the  enterprife. 
When  their  complement  was  full,  they  determined 
to  execute  their  purpofe  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary. They  concerted  the  manner  in  which  they 
Ihould  meet  in  imall  parties  without  fufpicion,  and 
waited  with  impatience  for  the  hour  of  action.  In 
this  interval,  fome  of  the  underling  actors,  feized 
with  horror  at  the  reflection  of  what  they  had  un- 
dertaken, or  captivated  with  the  prafpect  of  reward, 
refolved  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  defign  by 
a  timely  difcovery.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  Fifher  informed  the  earl  of  Portland 
of  the  fcheme,  and  named  fome  of  the  conipira- 
tors ;  but  his  account  was  imperfect.  Oh  the 
thirteenth,  however,  he  returned  with  a  circum- 
ftantial  detail  of  all  the  particulars.  Next  day,  the 
earl  was  accofted  by  one  Pendefgrafs,  an  Irifh  of- 
ficer, who  told  his  lordfhip  he  had  juft  come  from 
Hampfhire,  at  the  requeft  of  a  particular  friend, 
and  underftood  that  he  had  been  called  up  to  town 
with  a  view  of  engaging  him  in  a  defign  to  afTaffi- 
nate  king  William.  He  faid,  he  had  promifed  to 
embark  in  the  undertaking,  though  he  detefted  it 
in  his  own  mind,  and  took  this  firft  opportunity  of 
revealing  the  fecret,  which  was  of  fuch  coniequence 
to  his  majefty's  life.  He  owned  himielf  a  Roman 
catholic,  out  declared,  that  he  did  not  think  any 
religion  could  juftify  fuch  a  treacherous  purpofe. 
At  the  fame  time  he  obferved,  that  as  he  lay  under 
obligations  to  fome  of  the  confpirators,  his  honour 
and  gratitude  would  not  permit  him  to  accufe 
them  by  name  ;  and  that  he  would  upon  no  con 
fideration  appear  as  an  evidence.  The  king  had 
been  fo  much  ufed  to  fictitious  plot?.,  and  falfe 
difcoveries,  that  he  payed  little  regard  to  thefe  in- 
4  formations, 
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formations,. until  they  were  confirmed  by  the  tefti-  A.C,  i«jj. 
mony  of  another  confpirator  called  La  Rue,  a 
Frenchman,  who  communicated  the  fame  particu- 
lars to  brigadier  Levifon,  without  knowing  the  lead 
circumftance  of  the  other  difcoveries.  Then  the 
king  believed  there  was  ibmething  real  in  the  coru- 
fpiracy  ;  and  Pendergrais  and  La  Rue  were  feve- 
rally  examined  in  his  preience.  He  thanked  Pen- 
dergrais in  particular  for  this  inftance  of  his  pro- 
bity -,  but  obferved,  that  it  mufi  prove  ineffectual, 
unlefs  he  would  difcover  the  names  of  the  confpi- 
rators  •,  for,  without  knowing  who  they  were,  he 
mould  not  be  able  to  iecure  his  life  againit  their 
attempts.  At  length  Pendergrais  was  prevailed 
upon  to  give  a  Hit  of  thofe  he  knew,  yet  not  before 
the  king  had  iblemnly  promifed  that  he  mould  not 
be  ufed  as  an  evidence  againit  them,  buc  with  his 
own  conient.  As  the  king  did  not  go  to  Rich- 
mond on  the  day  appointed,  the  confpiraiors  poit- 
poned  the  execution  of  their  defign  till  the  Satur- 
day following.  They  accordingly  met  at  different 
houfes  on  the  Friday,  when  every  man  received  his 
inftrudions.  There  they  agreed,  that  after  the 
perpetration  of  the  parricide,  they  fhould  ride  in  a 
body  as  iar  as  I~Iammerfmith,  and  then  difperfmg, 
enter  London  by  different  avenues.  But,  on  the 
morning,  when  they  understood  the  guards  were 
returned  to  their  quarters,  and  the  king's  coaches 
lent  back  to  the  Mews,  they  were  feized  with  a 
fudden  damp,  on  the  fup'pofition  that  their  plot 
was  difcovered.  Sir  George  Barclay  withdrew  him- 
felf,  and  every  one  began  to  think  of  providing  for 
his  own  fafety.  Next  night,  however,  a  good  num- 
ber of  them  was  apprehended,  and  then  the(  whole 
difcovery  was  communicated  to  the  privy-council. 
A  proclamation  was  iflfued  againit  thofe  that  ab- 
fconded  ;  and.  great  diligence  was.uied  to  find  Sir 

George 
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A.  c.  1695.  George  Barclay,  who  was  fnppofed  to  have  a  par- 
ticular com  miffion  from  James  for  affafimating  the 
prince  of  Orange  ;  but,  he  made  good  his  retreat, 
and  it  was  never  proved  that  any  fuch  commifiion 
had  been  granted. 

pefignofan      fhis  defign  and  the  projected  invafion  proved 

invafiondc-  ,.        .        «=  T 

/eated.  equally  abortive.  James  had  icarce  reached  Calais, 
wheathe  dukeof  Wirtembergdifpatched  his  aid  de 
camp  from  Flanders  to  king  William,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  purpofed  defcent.  Exprefles  with  the 
fame  tidings  arrived  from  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
and  the  prince  de  Vaudemont.  Two  confiderabie 
fquadrons  being  ready  for  fea,  admiral  Rufiel  em- 
barked at  Spithead,  and  flood  over  to  the  French 
coaft  with  above  fifty  fail  of  the  line.  The  enemy 
were  confounded  at  his  appearance  ;  they  hauled 
in  their  vefTels  under  the  more,  in  fuch  (hallow  water 
that  he  could  not  follow  and  deftroy  them,  but  he 
abfolutely  ruined  their  defign,  by  cooping  them 
up  in  their  habours.  King  James,  after  having 
tarried  fome  weel^s  at  Calais,  returned  to  St.  Ger- 
main's. The  forces  were  fent  back  to  the  garrifons 
from  which  they  had  been  draughted  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  France  exclaimed,  that  the  malignant  ftar 
which  ruled  the  deftiny  of  James,  had  blaited  this 
and  every  other  project  formed  for  his  reftoration. 
By  means  of  the  reward  offered  in  the  proclama- 
tion, the  greater  part  of  the  confpirators  were  be- 
trayed or  taken.  George  Harris,  who  had  been 
fent  from  France,  with  orders  to  obey  Sir  George 
Barclay,  furrendered  himielf  to  Sir  William  Trum-- 
ball,  and  confeflcd  the  fcheme  of  aflfafiination  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged.  Porter  and  Pender- 
grafs  were  apprehended  together.  This  lad  infift- 
ed  upon  the  king's  promife,  that  he  mould  not  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  ;  but,  when  Porter 
owned  himfelf  guilty,  the  other  obierved,  he 

was; 


WILLIAM     III.  57 

^as  no  longer  bound  to  be  Client,  as  his  friend  had  A- c<  l6*** 
made  a  confefiion  ;  and  the^  were  both  admitted 
as  evidences  for  the  crown. 

After  their  examination,  the  king,  in  a  fpeech  to  The  two 
both  houfes,  communicated  the  nature  of  the  con-  g°gu/"  ?» 
fpiracy  againft  his  life,  as  well  as  the  advices  he  had  *'<•  nation 
received  touching  the  invafion ;  he  explained  the  fcJi  If^ 
fteps  he  had  taken  to  defeat  the  double  defign,  and  "«j«fly- 
profefled  his  confidence  in  their  readirtefs  and  zeal 
to  concur  with  him  in  every  thing  that  mould  ap- 
pear necefiary  for  their  common  ikfety.   1  hat  lame 
evening  the  houfes  waited  upon  him  at  Kenfington, 
in  a  body,  with  an  affe&ionate  addrefs,  by  which, 
they  exprefled  their  abhorrence  of  the  villainous 
and  barbarous  defign  which  had  been  formed  againft 
his  facred  perfon,  of  which  they  befought  him   to 
take  more  than  ordinary  care.     They  afTured  him, 
they  would  to  their  utmoft  defend  his  life  and  fup- 
port  his  government,  againft  the  late  king  James* 
and  all  other  enemies ;  and  declared,  that  in  cafe 
his  majefty  mould  come  to  a  violent  death,  they 
would  revenge  it  upon  his  adverfaries,  and  their 
adherents.     He  was  extremely  well  pleafed  with 
this  warm  addrefs,  and  aflured  them,  in  his  turn, 
he  would  take  all  opportunities  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  the  continuance  of  their  loyalty  and  af- 
feftion.     The  commons  forthwith  impowered  him 
by  bill  to  fecure  all  perfons  lufpedted  of  confpiring 
againft  his  perfon  and  government.    They  brought 
in  another,  providing,  That  in  cafe  of  his  majefty's 
death,  the  parliament  then  in   being  mould  con- 
tinue until  diflfolved  by  the  next  heir  in  fucceflion 
to   the  crown,  eftablimed  by  act   of  parliament: 
and,  That  if  his  majefty  mould  chance  to  die  be- 
tween two  parliaments,  that  which  had  been  kft 
diflblved  mould  immediately  reafierfible,    and^fit 
for  the  difpatch  of  national  affairs.     They  voted  an 
addrefs  to  defire,  That  his  majefty  would  i>anifh 
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A.  c.  ^95.  by  proclamation,  all  papifts  to  the  diftance  of  ten 
miles  from  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter ; 
and  give  instructions  to  the  judges  going  on  the 
circuits,  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againft  Ro- 
man catholics  and  nonjurors.  They  drew  up  an 
affociation,  binding  themfelves  to  aflift  each  other 
in  fupport  of  the  king  and  his  government,  and  to 
revenge  any  violence  that  fhould  be  committed  on 
his  perfon.  This  was  figned  by  all  the  members 
then  prefent  j  but,  as  lome  had  abfented  them- 
felves on  frivolous  pretences,  the  houte  ordered, 
that  in  fixteen  days  the  abfentees  fhould  either  fub- 
icribe  or  declare  their  refufal.  Several  members 
neglecting  to  comply  with  this  injunction  within 
the  limited  time,  the  fpeaker  was  ordered  to  write 
to  thofe  who  were  in  the  country,  and  demand  a 
peremptory  anfwer,  while  the  clerk  of  the  houfe 
attended  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  ill  in  town.  The 
abfentees  finding  rhemfelves  prefled  in  this  man- 
ner, thought  proper  to  fail  with  the  ftream,  and 
lign  the  aifociation,  which  was  prcfented  to  the 
king  by  the  commons  in  a  body,  with  a  requeft 
that  it  might  be  lodged  among  the  records  in  the 
Tower,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  their  loyalty 
and  affection.  The  king  received  them  with  un- 
common complacency  ;  declared,  that  he  heartily 
entered  into  the  fame  arfociation  •,  that  he  mould  be 
always  ready  to  venture  his  life  with  his  good  fub- 
jects,  againil  all  who  fhould  endeavour  to  fubvert 
the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  England  -,  and 
he  promifed,  that  this,  and  all  other  aObciations 
Ihould  be  lodged  among  the  records  in  the  Tower 
of  London.  Next  day  the  commons  refolved, 
That  whoever  fhould  affirm  an  affociation  was  ille- 
gal, Ihould  be  deemed  a  promoter  of  the  dcfigns 
of  the  late  king  James,  and  an  enemy  to  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom.  The  lords  followed 
the  example  of  the  lower  houie  in  drawing  up  an 

afiociauon  ^ 
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affbciation  ;  but  the  earls  of  Nottingham,  Sir  Ed- A-c- 1695. 
word  Seymour,  and  Mr.   Finch,  objected  to  the 
words,  Rightful,  and  Lawful,  as  applied  to  his  ma- 
jeity.     They  laid,  as  the  crown  and  its  prerogatives 
were  veiled  in  him,  they  would   yield  obedience, 
though  they  could  not  acknowledge  him   as  their 
rightful  and  lawful  king.     Nothing  could  be  more 
abfurd  than  this  diftinftion  ftarted  by  men  who  had 
actually  conftituted  part  of  the  administration ;  un- 
lefs  they  had  fuppofed  that  the  right  of  king  Wil- 
liam expired  with  queen  Mary.     The  earl  of  Ko- 
chefter   propofed  an  expedient  in  favour  of  fuch 
tender  confciences,  by  altering  the  words  that  gave 
offence  ;  and  this  was  adopted   accordingly.     Fif- 
teen of  the  peers,  and  ninety-two  commoners  figned 
the  afibciation  with  reluctance.     It  was,  however, 
fubfcribed  by  all  forts  of  peeple  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  bifhops  drew  up  a  form 
for  the  clergy,  which  was  figned  by  a  great  majo- 
rity.    The  commons  brought  in  a  bill,  declaring 
all  men  incapable  of  public  truft,   or  of  fitting  in 
parliament,  who  would  not  engage  in  this  aflbcia-  s^-net. 
tion.     At  the  fame  time,    the  council  iflued    an  ™*r{xon' 
order  for  renewing  ail  the   commiiTions  in  Eng-  Twdai. 
land,    that  thofe  who  had  not  figned  it  voluntarily  l^h'of  th 
fhould  be  difmiiTed  from  the  fervice  as  difaffected  Admiral*, 
perfons. 

After  thefe  warm  demonftrations  of  loyalty,  the  EftabiiA- 
commons  proceeded  upon  ways  and  means  for  rai-  n"~nt"f» 
fing  the  fupplies.  A  new  bank  was  conftituted  as  a 
fun  :,  upon  which  the  fum  of  two  millions,  five 
hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufa  ,d  pounds  mould  be 
raifed;  and  it  was  called  the  Land-bank,  becaufe 
e(iablin.ied  on  land-lecurities.  This  fcheme,  laid  to 
have  been  projectexl  by  the  famous  doctor  Chamber- 
lain, was  patronized  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  and 
managed  by  Foley  and  Harley :  fo  that  it  itemed 
to  be  a  Tory-plan,  which  Sunderland  fupported,  in 
H  z  order 
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A.  c.  1695*  order  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  that  party  *.  The 
bank  of  England  petitioned  againft  this  bill,  and  were 
heard  by  their  counfel  •,  but,  their  reprefentations 
produced  no  other  effect,  and  the  bill  having  paiTed 
through  both  houfes,  received  the  royal  affent.  On 
the  twenty-ieventh  day  of  April  the  king  clofed 
the  feflTion  with  a  fhort  but  gracious  fpeech,  and 
the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  fixteenth  day 
of  June. 


•  The  commons  refolved,  That  a 
fund  redeemah  e  by  parliament  be  fet- 
tled in  a  national  land-bank,  to  be 
raifed  by  new  fubfcriptions  :  That  no 
perfon  be  concerned  in  both  banks  at 
at  the  fame  time  :  That  the  duties 
upon  coal?,  culm,  and  tonnage  of 
fliip«,  be  taken  off,  frrm  the  feven- 
tecnth  day  of  March  :  That  the  fum 
of  two  million-1,  five  hundred  and 
fixty-four  thonfand  pound  ,  'be  raided 
on  this  pert  e  uai  funH,  redeemable  by 
pa'liament:  That  the  new  bank 
fhouid  be  rcftrained  from  lending  mo- 
ney but  open  bnd-fecurities,  or  to  the 
government  in  the  exchequer  :  That 
for  making  up  the  funa  of  intereft  for 
the  capital  ftork,  certain  duties  upon 
glafs- wares,  ftone,  and  earthen  bot- 
tles, granted  before  to  the  king  for  a 
term  of  year1,  be  continued  to  his  mi- 
jefty,  his  heirs,  and  <uccefTors  :  That 
a  further  duty  be  laved  upon  fro.ve  and 
earthen- ware,  and  another  upon  tobac- 
co-pipes. This  bank  was  to  knd  out 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year 
upon  land-fecurities,  at  three  pounds 
and  ten  /hillings  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  to  ceafe  and  determine,  unlefs  the 
fcibfcrption  flionld  be  fuil  by  the  full 
day  of  Auguft  next  enluing. 

The  moft  remarkable  kws  enafted 
in  thi<  feifion  werethefe:  An  aft  for 
voiding  all  the  elections  of  parliament- 
linen,  at  which  the  eJeftcd  had  been  at 
«by  expenee  in  neat,  drink,  cr  mo- 


ney, to  procure  vr>tet.  Another  againft 
unlawful  an.'  double  returns  A  third, 
for  the  m.re  eafy  recovery  of  mall 
tyth-s.  rr-ve:  t  mar' 

riages,  v.iih')  t  {•'-  (c  or  banes.  A 
fifth  for  m.bh  g  'he  'nhabitants  of 
Wales  to  difpofe  of  .>il  their  p  r  onal 
eflates  as  they  fin  n!d  ih  nk  fit.  This 
law  wai  in  bar  of  a  c-fte  m  that  had 
prevailed  in  hat  c  tir.trv.  The  wi- 
dowi  and  young  r  children  claimed 
a  fliaie  of  the  efFeft  ,  called  their 
reasonable  part,  although  she  eftefts 
had  been  otherwife  dlfpcfed  of  by  wi.l 
or  deed.  '1  he  parliament  likewise 
parted  an  aft,  for  preventing  the  expor- 
tation of  woo),  and  to  encourage  the 
importation  thereof  from  Ireland.  An 
aft  for  encouraging  thelinnen  manu- 
factures of  Ireland.  An  aft  for  re- 
gulating juries.  An  aft  for  encoura- 
ging the  Greenland  trade.  An  aft  of 
indolence  to  the  quakers,  that  their 
folemn  affirmation  fhould  be  accepted 
iiftead  of  an  oath.  And  an  aft  for 
continuing  certain  o'her  a£h  that 
were  near  expiring.  Another  bill  fcjd 
palfed,  for  the  better  regulatuig  elec- 
tions for  members  of  parliament; 
but,  the  royal  aflent  was  denied. 
The  queftien  was  put  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  That  whofoever  advifed  hit 
majcfty  not  to  give  his  aflent  to  that 
bill,  was  an  enemy  to  his  country  ; 
but,  it  was  rcjcfted  by  a  great  majo- 

Before 
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Before  this  period  fome  of  the  confpirators  had  Al  Ct  l69** 
been  brought  to  trial.     The  firft  who  (offered  was  '"»»' 0:  th« 
Robert  Charnock,  one  of  the  two  fellows  of  Mag-     ^ 
dalen- college,  who  in  the  reign  of  James  had  re- 
nounced the  proteftant  religion,  lieutenant  King, 
and  Thomas  Keys,  who  had  been  formerly  a  trum- 
peter, but  of  late  fervant  to  captain  Porter.     They 
were  found  guilty  of  high-treaibn,  and  executed  at 
Tyburn.     They  delivered  papers  to  the  meriff,  in 
which  they  folemnly  declared,  that  they  had  never 
feen  or  heard  of  any  commiflion  from  king  James 
for  affaflinating  the  prince  of  Orange  :  Charnock 
in  particular  obferved,  that  he   had  received   fre- 
quent afiurances  of  the  king's  having  rejected  fuch 
propofals  when  they  had  been  offered  •,  and   that 
there  was  no  other  commiflion  but  that  for  levying 
war  in  the  uiual  form.     Sir  John  Friend  and  Sir 
William  Perkins  were  tried  in  April.     The  firft 
from  mean  beginnings  had  acquired  great  wealth 
and  credit,   and  always  firmly  adhered  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  king  James.     The  other  was  likewife  a 
man  of  fortune,  violently  attached  to  the  fame  prin- 
ciples, though  he  had  taken  the  oaths  to  the  pre- 
fent  government,  as  one  of  the  fix  clerks  in  chan- 
cery.    Porter  and  Blair  another  evidence  depofed, 
that  Sir  John  Friend  had  been  concerned  in  levy- 
ing men  under  a  commifiion  from   king  James ; 
and,  that  he  knew  of  the  aflfafiination  plot,  though 
not  engaged  in  it  as  a  perfonal  actor.     He  endea- 
voured to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  Blair,  by  prov- 
ing him  guilty  of  the  moft  mocking  ingratitude. 
He  obferved,  that  both  the  evidences  were  reputed 
papifts.    The  curate  of  Hackney,  who  officiated  as 
chaplain   in    the   prifoner's  houfe,  declared  upon 
oath,  that  after  the  revolution  he  ufed  to  pray  for 
king  William ;  and  that   he  had  often  heard  Sir 
John  Friend  fay,  that  though  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  preient  government,  he  would  live  peace- 
H  3  ably 
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A.C.  1695.  ab]y  under  it,  and  never  engage  in  any  confpi- 
racy. Mr.  Hoadley,  father  of  the  preient  bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  added,  that  the  prilbner  was  a 
yery  good  proteftant,  and  frequently  exprefled 
his  deteftation  of  king-killing  principles.  Friend 
himfelf  owned,  he  had  been  with  fome  of  the  con- 
fpirators  at  a  meeting  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  but 
heard  nothing  of  raifing  men,  or  any  defign  againft 
the  government.  He  likewife  affirmed,  that  a  con- 
futation to  levy  war  was  not  treafon  ;  and,  that  h'is 
being  at  a  treasonable  confult,  could  amount  to  no 
more  than  a  mifprifion  of  treafon.  Lord-chief-juf- 
ticeHoit  declared,  that  although  a  bare  confpiracy, 
or  defign  to  levy  war,  was  not  treafon  within  the 
flatute  of  Edward  III.  yet  if  the  defign  or  confpi- 
racy be  to  kill,  or  depole,  or  imprifon  the  king,  by 
the  means  of  levying  war,  then  the  confutation  and 
confpiracy  to  levy  war  becomes  high- treafon,  tho* 
no  war  be  actually  levied.  The  fame  inference 
might  have  been  drawn  againft  the  authors  and  in- 
ftruments  of  the  revolution.  The  judge's  explana- 
tion influenced  the  jury,  who  after  fome  deliberation 
found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Next  day  Sir  William 
Perkins  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  upon  the  tef- 
timony  of  Porter,  Ewebank  his  own  groom,  and 
Haywood  a  notorious  informer,  convifted  of  hav- 
ing been  concerned,  not  only  in  the  invalion,  but 
alfo  in  the  defign  againft  the  king's  life.  The  evi- 
dence was  fcanty,  and  the  prifoner  having  been  bred 
to  the  law,  made  an  artful  and  vigorous  defence  ; 
but,  the  judge  a6led  as  council  for  the  crown,  and 
the  jury,  ny  the  hints  they  received  from  the  bench. 
He  and  Sir  John  Friend  underwent  the  fentence  of 
death,  and  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  third  day 
of  April.  Friend  protefted  before  God,  that  he 
knew  of  no  immediate  defcent  purpofcd  by  king 
James,  and  therefore  had  made  no  preparations : 
that  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  afTaffination- 
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fcheme:  that  he  died  in  the  communion  of  the  A  c-  l69s. 
church  of  England,  and  laved  down  his  life  chear- 
fully  in  the  cauie  for  which  he  fuffered.  Perkins 
declared,  upon  the  word  of  a  dying  man,  that  the 
tenour  of  the  king*s  commillion  which  he  law  was 
general,  directed  to  all  his  loving  fubjects,  to  raife 
and  levy  war  againft  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his 
adherents,  and  to  feize  all  forts,  caftles,  &c.  but 
that  he  neither  faw  nor  heard  of  any  commiiTion 
particularly  levelled  againft  the  perfon  of  the  prince 
of  Orange.  He  owned,  however,  that  he  was 
privy  to  the  defign  ;  but  believed  it  was  known  to 
few  or  none  but  the  immediate  undertakers.  Thefe 
two  criminals  were  in  their  laft  moments  attended 
by  Collier,  Snatt,  and  Cook,  three  nonjuring  clergy- 
men, who  abfolved  them  in  the  view  of  the  popu- 
lace, with  an  impolition  of  hands :  a  public  infult 
on  the  government  which  did  not  pafs  unnoticed. 
Thofe  three  clerymen  were  prefented  by  the  grand- 
jury,  for  having  countenanced  the  treafon  by  ab- 
folving  the  traitors,  and  thereby  encouraged  other 
peribns  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  An 
indictment  being  preferred  againft  them,  Cook  and 
Snatt  were  committed  to  Newgate  :  but  Collier 
abfconded,  andpublifhed  a  vindication  of  their  con- 
duct, in  which  he  affirmed,  that  the  impofition  of 
hands  was  the  general  practice  of  the  primitive 
church.  On  the  orher  hand,  the  two  metropoli- 
tans, and  twelve  other  bifhops,  fubfcribed  a  decla- 
ration, condemning  the  adminiftration  of  abfolu- 
tion  without  a  previous  confeftion  made,  and  ab- 
horrence exprefled  by  the  prifoners  of  the  heinous 
crimes  for  which  they  fufrcred.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  month,  Rookwood,  Cranborne,  and  Lo- 
wick,  were  tried  as  confpirators,  by  a  fpecial  com- 
miflion  in  the  king's  bench  -,  and  convicted  on  the 
joint-  teftimony  of  Porter,  Harris,  La  liue,  Ber- 
tram, Fifher,  and  Pendergrafs,  Some  favourable 
,  H  4  cir- 
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A.  c.  1695.  circumftances  appeared  in  the  cafe  of  Lowick.  The 
proof  of  his  having  been  concerned  in  the  defign 
againft  the  king's  life  was  very  defective  :  many 
perfons  of  reputation  declared,  he  was  an  honeft, 
good  natured,  inoffenfive  man;  and,  he  himtelf 
concluded  his  defence  with  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
teftation  of  his  own  innocence.  Great  interceffion 
was  made  for  his  pardon  by  fome  noblemen  •,  but, 
all  thejrintereft  proved  ineffectual.  Cranborne  died 
in  a  tranfport  of  indignation,  leaving  a  paper, 
which  the  government  thought  proper  to  fupprefs. 
Lowick  and  Rookwood  likewife  delivered  declara- 
tions to  the  fheriff,  the  contents  of  which,  as  being 
lefs  inflammatory,  were  allowed  to  be  publifhed. 
Both  folemnly  denied  any  knowledge  of  a  com- 
miffion  from  king  James  to  affaffinate  the  prince  of 
Orange  :  the  one  affirming,  that  he  was  incapable 
of  granting  fuch  an  order  ;  and  the  other  afferting, 
that  he,  the  beft  of  kings,  had  often  rejected  pro- 
pofals  of  that  nature.  Lowick  owned  that  he 
would  have  joined  the  king  at  his  landing ;  but 
declared,  he  had  never  been  concerned  in  any 
bloody  affair  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 
On  the  contrary,  he  faid,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
prevent  bloodfhed  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power; 
and  that  he  would  not  kill  the  moft  miferable  crea- 
ture in  the  world,  even  though  fuch  an  act  would 
fave  his  life,  reilore  his  lovereign,  and  make  him 
one  of  the  greateft  men  in  England.  Rookwood 
alk-dged,  he  was  engaged  by  his  immediate  com- 
mander, whom  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  obey, 
though  the  itrvice  was  much  againil  his  judgment 
and  inclination.  He  profeflcd  his  abhorrence  of 
tr  achery  even  to  an  enemy.  He  forgave  all  man- 
kind, even  the  prince  of  Orange,  who,  as  a  foklier, 
he  faH,  ought  to  have  confidered  his  c.Je  before  he 
ligned  '  hj^  -death-warrant ;  he  prayed  God  would 
Open  Ins  .yes;  and  render  him  fcnfibie  of  the  bio  ,A 
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that  was  from  all  parts  crying  againft  him,  fq  as  he  *'c«  «69S* 
might  avert  a  heavier  execution  than  that  which 
he  now  ordered  to  be  inflicted.  The  next  perfon 
brought  to  trial  was  Mr.  Cooke,  fon  of  Sir  Miles 
Cookf,  one  of  the  fix  clerks  in  chancery.  Por- 
ter and  Goodman  depofed,  that  he  had  been  prefent 
at  two  meetings  in  the  King's-head  tavern  in  Lea- 
denhall-ftreet,  with  the  lords  Aylefbury  and  Mont- 
gomery, Sir  William  Perkins,  Sir  John  Fenwick, 
Sir  John  Friend,  Charnock,  and  Porter.  The  evi- 
dence of  Goodman  was  invalidated  by  the  teflimony 
of  the  landlord  and  two  drawers  belonging  to  the 
tavern,  who  fwore  that  Goodman  was  not  there, 
while  the  noblemen  were  prefent.  The  prifoner 
himielf  folemnly  protefted  that  he  was  ever  averfe 
to  the  introduction  of  foreign  forces :  that  he  did 
not  fo  much  as  hear  of  the  intended  invafion,  until 
it  became  the  common  topic  of  converfation  :  and 
that  he  had  never  feen  Goodman  at  the  King's- 
head.  He  declared  his  intention  of  receiving  the 
bleffed  facrament,  and  wifhed  he  might  perilh  in 
the  inftant,  if  he  now  fpoke  untruth.  No  refpect 
was  payed  to  thefe  afieverations.  The  follicitor- 
general  Hawles,  and  the  lord  chief-juftice  Treby, 
treated  him  with  great  feverity  in  the  profecution 
and  charge  to  the  jury,  by  whom  he  was  capitally 
convicted.  After  his  condemnation  the  court- 
agents  tampt  red  with  him  to  make  further  difco- 
yeiKs-,  and  after  his  fate  had  been  protracted  by 
divers  fhort  reprieves,  he  was  lent  into  banimment. 
From  the  whole  tenour  of  thefe  dilcoveries  and  pro- 
ce-dmgs,  it  appears,  that  James  had  actually  me- 
ditated an  invafion :  that  his  partifans  in  England 
had  made  preparations  forjoining  him  at  his  arrival : 
that  a  few  defperadoes  of  that  faction  had  concerted 
a  ichtme  againit  the  life  of  king  V\  illiam  :  that  in 
profecuung  the  conlpirators  the  court  had  counte- 
nanced informers,  the  judges  had  ftrained  the  law, 
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A.C.  1695.  wrefted  circum (lances,  and  even  deviated  from  the 
function  of  their  office,  to  convict  the  prifoners : 
in  a  word,  that  the  adminiflration  had  uied  the 
fame  arbitrary  and  unfair  practices  againft  thofe 
unhappy  people,  which  they  themielves  had  in  the 
late  reigns  numbered  among  the  grievances  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  allies  The  warmth,  however,  manifefted  on  this  occa- 
burnthe  fion,  may  have  been  owing  to  national  refentment 
civet.'"'  of  the  purpofed  invafion.  Certain  it  is,  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  people  in  general, 
were  animated  with  extraordinary  indignation 
againft  France  at  this  juncture.  The  lords  befought 
his  majefty,  in  a  folemn  addrefs,  to  appoint  a  day 
©f  thankfgiving  to  almighty  God,  for  having  de- 
feated the  barbarous  purpofe  of  his  enemies  ;  and 
this  was  obferved  with  uncommon  zeal  and  devo- 
tion. Admiral  RuiTel  leaving  a  fquadron  for  ob- 
fervation  on  the  French  coaft,  returned  to  the 
Downs  -,  but  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  being  properly 
prepared  for  the  expedition,  fubfected  Calais  to 
another  bombardment,  by  which  the  town  was  let 
on  fire  in  different  parts,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
overwhelmed  with  confternation.  The  generals 
of  the  allied  army  in  Flanders  refolved  to  make 
fome  immediate  retaliation  upon  the  French  for 
their  unmanly  defign  upon  the  life  of  king  Wil- 
liam, as  they  took  it  for  granted  that  Lewis  was 
accdfory  to  the  fcheme  of  a iFafii nation.  That  mo- 
narch, on  the  fuppofition  that  a  powerful  diverfion 
would  be  made  by  the  defcent  on  England,  had 
ertablifhed  a  vaft  magazine  at  Givet,  designing, 
when  the  allies  mould  be  enfeebled  by  the  abfence 
of  the  Britiih  troops,  to  ftrike  fome  ftroke  of  im- 
portance early  in  the  campaign.  On  this  the  con- 
federates now  determined  to  wreak  their  vengeance. 
Jn  the  beginning  of  March  the  earl  oi  Athlone  and 
and  monfieur  de  Coehorn,  with  the  concurrence 
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of  the  duke  of  Holftein-Ploen,  who  commanded  the  A-c-  >695- 
allies,  fent  a  ftrong  detachment  of  horfe,  draughted 
from  BrufTcls  and  the  neighbouring  garrifons,  to 
amufe  the  enemy  on  the  fide  of  Charleroy  -,  while 
they  affembled  forty  fquadrons,  thirty  battalions, 
with  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fix  mortars,  in 
the  territory  of  Namur.  Athlone  with  part  of 
this  body  inverted  Dinant,  while  Coehorn  with  the 
remainder  advanced  to  Givet.  He  forthwith  be- 
gan to  batter  and  bombard  the  place,  which  in 
three  hours  was  on  fire,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon 
wholly  deftroyed,  with  the  great  magazine  it  con- 
tained. Then  the  two  generals  joining  their  forces, 
returned  to  Namur  without  interruption.  Hither- 
to the  republic  of  Venice  had  deferred  acknow- 
ledging king  William  ;  but  now  they  fent  an  extra- 
ordinary embafiy  for  that  purpofe,  confiding  of 
figniors  Soranzo  and  Venier,  who  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, and  on  the  firft  day  of  May  had  a  public  au- 
dience. The  king  on  this  occafion  knighted  So- 
ranzo as  the  fenior  ambaffador,  and  preferred  him 
with  the  fword,  according  to  cuitom.  On  that  day 
too,  William  declared  in  council,  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  fame  regency  which  had  governed  the 
kingdom  during  his  lait  ablence  ;  and  embarking 
on  the  feventh  at  Margate,  arrived  at  Orange-Pol- 
der in  the  evening,  under  convoy  of  vice-admiral 
Aylmer,  who  had  been  ordered  to  attend  with  a 
fquadron,  as  the  famous  Du  B:irt  ftill  continued  at 
Dunkirk,  and  fome  attempt  of  importance  was  ap- 
prehended from  his  entcrpriiing  genius  *. 

The  French  had  taken  the  field  before  the  allied 
army  could  be  affembled  ;  but  no  tranfaclion  of 

*  Some  promotions  were  made  be-  was  enn-bled,  by  the  title  of  baron 

fore  the   king  If  ft  England.    George  LowtKer,  and  \iiccunt  Lonfdale  }  Sir 

Hamilton,  th-rd  fon  of  the  d like' of  J^hn  Thompfon  ma  je   baron  ct"  Ha- 

that  name,  was,  for  hi    military  fer.  verinam  ;     and    the   celebrated  John 

vices  in  Ireland  an<<  Flanders,  creartd  Locke  appointed  one  of  the  commifiio- 

e«j-.  <,:'  Orkney.     Sir  J:hn   Lowtiier  ners  ot  thi  trait  and  plantatio  :s. 

con- 


io8  HISTORYoF    ENGLAND. 

A.C.  ^f<)t.  confeq.uence  diftinguifhed  this  campaign,  either  up- 
LrwuX  v  on  the  Rhine  or  in  Flanders.  The  fcheme  of 
"'IK-!  o3'  Lewis  was  ftill  defenfive  on  the  Tide  of"  the  Nether- 
wards  »  lands,  while  the  adive  plans  of  king  William  were 
Hdfand!th  defeated  by  want  of  money.  All  the  funds  for  this 
year  proved  defective  •,  the  land-bank  failed,  and 
tfcie  national  bank  fuftained  a  rude  mock  in  its  cre- 
dit. The  lofs  of  the  nation  upon  the  recoinage 
amounted  to  two  millions,  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds:  and  though  the  different  mints  were  em- 
ployed without  inter*  uptkm,  they  could  not  for 
fome  months  iupply  the  circularon,  efpecially  as 
great  part  of  the  new  money  were  kept  up  by  thofe 
who  received  it  in  payment,  or  difpofed  of,  at  an 
vinreafonable  advantage,  i  he  French  king  having 
exhautled  the  wealth  and  patience  of  his  iubjects, 
and  greatly  diminifhed  their  number  in  the  courfe 
of  this  war,  began  to  be  diffident  of  his  arms,  and 
employed  all  the  arts  of  private  negotiation.  While 
his  minifter  D'Avaux  prcfled  the  king  of  Sweden 
to  offer  his  mediation,  he  lent  Callieres  to  Holland 
with  proposals  tor  fettling  the  preliminaries  of  a 
treaty.  He  took  it  for  granted,  that  as  the  Dutch 
were  a  trading  people,  whofe  commerce  had  greatly 
fufFered  in  the  war,  they  could  not  be  averle  to  a 
pacification  ;  and  he  inftructed  his  emiflaries  to 
tamper  with  the  malcontents  of  the  republic,  ef- 
pecially with  the  remains  of  the  Loveftein  faction, 
which  had  always  oppofed  the  fchemes  of  the  ftadt- 
holder.  Callieres  met  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  ftates,  which  began  to  treat  with  him 
about  the  preliminaries,  though  not  without  the 
confent  and  concurrence  of  king  William  and  the 
reft  of  the  allies.  Lewis,  with  a  view  to  quicken 
the  effect  of  this  negotiation,  purfued  oftenfive 
meafures  in  Catalonia,  where  his  general,  the  duke 
de  Vendome,  attacked  and  worfted  the  Spaniards 
in  their  camp  near  Oftalric,  though  the  action  was 
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not  decifive  j  for  he  was  obliged  to  retreat,  after  A- c*  l69s» 
having  made  vigorous  efforts  againft  their  intrench- 
ments.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June  the  mare- 
chal  de  Lorges  paffed  the  Rhine  at  Philiplburg, 
and  encamped  within  a  league  of  Eppingen,  where 
the  Imperial  troops  were  obliged  to  intrench  them- 
felves,  under  the  command  ot  the  prince  of  Baden, 
as  they  were  not  yet  joined  by  the  auxiliary  forces. 
The  French  general,  after  having  faced  him  about 
a  month,  thought  proper  to  repafs  the  river.  Then 
he  detached  a  body  of  horfe  to  Flanders,  and  can- 
toned the  reft  of  his  troops  at  Spires,  Franckendal, 
Worms,  and  Oftofen.  On  the  laft  day  of  Auguft 
the  prince  ot  Baden  retaliated  the  infult,  by  paflmg 
the  Rhine  at  Mcntz  and  Cocfheim.  On  the  tenth 
he  was  joined  by  general  Thungen,  who  command- 
ed a  leparate  body,  together  with  the  militia  of 
Suabia  and  Franconia,  and  advanced  to  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  reaffembled,  and  were 
pofted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  would  not  hazard 
an  attack.  Having  therefore  cannonaded  them  for 
fome  days,  fcoured  the  adjacent  country  by  de- 
tached parties,  and  taken  the  little  caftlc  of  Wiezen- 
gen,  he  repafled  the  river  at  Worms  on  the  feventh 
day  of  October :  the  French  likewife  crofled  at  Phi- 
lipfburgh,  in  hope  of  furprifing  general  Thungen, 
who  had  taken  poft  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Straf- 
bourgi  but  he  retired  to  Eppingen  before  their 
arrival,  and  in  a  little  time  both  armies  were  diftri- 
buted  in  winter-quarters.  Peter  the  czar  of  Muf- 
covy,  carried  on  the  frcge  of  Azoph  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  garrifon  was  obliged  to  capitulate, 
after  the  Ruffians  had  defeated  a  great  convoy  fent 
to  its  relief.  The  court  of  Vienna  forthwith  en- 
gaged in  an  alliance  with  the  Mufcovlte  emperor ; 
but,  they  did  not  exert  themfrlves  in  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  difafter  which  the  Turks  had  under- 
gone. The  Imperial  army,  commanded  by  the 
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*'c-  »<9s-  eledor  of  Saxony,  continued  inactive  on  the  river 
Marofch  till  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  then  they 
made  a  feint  of  attacking  Temifwaer  ;  but,  they 
marched  towards  Betzkerch,  in  their  route  to  Bel- 
grade, on  receiving  advice  that  the  grand  fignor  in- 
tended to  befiege  Titul.  On  the  twenty-firft  day 
of  Auguft  the  two  armies  were  in  fight  of  each 
other.  The  Turkifh  horfe  attacked  the  Imperia- 
lifts  in  a  plain  near  the  river  Begue  •,  but  were 
repulled.  The  Germans  next  day  macle  a  mow 
of  retreating,  in  hope  of  drawing. the  enemy 
from  their  intrenchments.  The  ftratagem  fuc- 
ceeded.  On  the  twenty- fixth  the  Turkifh  army 
was  in  motion  ;  a  detachment  of  the  Imperialifts 
attacked  them  in  flank  as  they  marched  through  a 
wood.  A  very  defperate  action  enfued,  in  which 
the  generals  Heufler  and  Poland,  with  many  other 
gallant  officers,  loft  their  lives.  At  length,  the 
Ottoman  horic  'were  routed ;  but  the  Germans 
were  fo  roughly  handled,  that  on  the  fecond  day 
after  the  engagement  they  retreated  at  midnight, 
and  the  Turks  remained  quiet  in  their  intrench- 
ments. 

He  detaches      In  Piedmont  the   fate   of  affairs  underwent   a 
stoyfrom  ftrange  alteration.     The  duke  of  Savoy,  who  had 
thecontede-  for  fome  time  been  engaged  in  a  fecret  negotiation 
racy>          with  France,  at  length  embraced  the  offers  of  that 
crown,   and  privately  figned  a   feparate  treaty  of 
peace  at  Loretto,  to  which  place  he  repaired  on  a 
pretended  pilgrimage.     The  French  king  engaged 
to  prefent  him  with  four  millions  of  livres,  by  way 
of  reparation  for  the  damage  he  had  fuitained ;  to 
affift    him   with    a  certain   number   of  auxiliaries 
againft  all  his  enemies,  and  to  effecl:  a  marriage  be- 
tween the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  princefs  of 
Piedmont,   as  foon  as   the  parties  mould   be  mar- 
riageable.    The  treaty  was  guarantied  by  the  pope 
and  the  Venetians,  who  were  extremely  deiirous 
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of  feeing  the  Germans  driven  out  of  Italy.  King  A- c-  l69S- 
"William  being  apprifed  of  this  negotiation,  com- 
municated the  intelligence  to  the  earl  of  Galway, 
his  ambafiador  at  Turin,  who  expoflulated  with  the 
duke  upon  his  defection  ;  but,  he  perfifted  in  deny- 
ing any  fuch  correfpondence,  until  the  advance  of 
the  French  army  enabled  him  to  avow  it,  without 
fearing  the  refentment  of  the  allies  whom  he  had 
abandoned.  Catinat  marched  into  the  plains  of 
Turin,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men  ;  an  army 
greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  confederates.  Then 
he  imparted  to  the  minifters  of  the  allies  the  propo- 
fals  which  France  had  made,  reprefented  the  fupe- 
rior ftrength  of  her  army,  the  clanger  to  which  he 
was  expofed,  and  finally  his  inclination  to  embrace 
her  offers.  On  the  twelfth  of  July,  a  truce  was 
concluded  for  a  month,  and  afterwards  prolonged 
till  the  fifteenth  of  September.  He  wrote  to  all  the 
powers  engaged  in  the  confederacy,  except  king 
William,  expatiating  on  the  fame  topics,  and  folli- 
citing  their  confent.  Though  each  in  particular 
refufed  to  concur,  he  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
Auguil  figned  the  treaty  in  public,  which  he  had 
beforfc  concluded  in  private.  The  emperor  was 
no  fooner  informed  of  his  defign,  than  he  took 
every  ftep  which  he  thought  could  divert  him  from 
his  purpofe.  He  fent  the  count  Mansfeldt  to  Turin, 
with  propofals  for  a  match  between  the  king  of  the 
Romans  and  the  princeis  of  Savoy,  as  well  as  with 
offers  to  augment  his  forces  and  his  fubfidy  ;  but 
the  duke  had  already  fettled  his  terms  with  France, 
from  which  he  would  not  recede.  Prince  Eugene, 
though  his  kinfman,  exprefled  great  indignation 
at  his  conduct.  The  young  prince  de  Commtrcy 
was  fo  provoked  at  his  defection,  that  he  challenged 
him  to  fingle  combat,  and  the  duke  accepted  of  his 
challenge-,  but,  the  quarrel  was  compromifed  by 
tlie  intervention  of  iritnds,  and  they  parted  in  aa 

amicable 
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A.  c.  1695.  amicablc  manner.  He  had  concealed  the  treaty 
until  he  fhould  receive  the  remaining  part  of  the 
fubfidies  due  to  him  from  the  confederates.  A 
confiderable  fum  had  been  remitted  from  hngland 
to  Genoa  for  his  ufe  •,  but,  lord  Galway  no  fooner 
received  intimation  of  his  new  engagement,  than 
he  put  a  flop  to  the  payment  of  this  money,  which 
he  employed  in  the  Miianete  for  the  fubfiitence  of 
thofe  troops  that  were  in  the  Britifh  fervice.  King 
William  was  encamped  at  Gemblours  when  the 
duke's  envoy  notified  the  feparate  peace  which  his 
mailer  had  concluded  with  the  king  of  France. 
Though  he  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the  infor- 
mation, he  diflembled  his  anger,  and  liftened  to 
the  miniiter  without  the  leaft  emotion.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty  was,  That  within  a  limited 
time  the  allies  mould  evacuate  the  duke's  domi- 
nions, othenvife  they  mould  be  expelled  by  the 
joint  forces  of  France  and  Savoy.  A  neutrality  was 
o  ercd  to  the  confederates;  and,  this  being  re- 
jected, the  contracting  powers  refolved  to  attack 
the  Milaneze.  Accordingly,  when  the  truce  ex- 
pired, the  duke,  as  generaliflimo  of  the  French 
king,  entered  that  dutchy,  and  undertook  the  fiege 
or  Valt- ntia  j  fo  that,  in  one  campaign,  he  com- 
manded two  contending  armies.  The  garriion  of 
Vairntia  confuting  of  leven  thoufand  men,  Ger- 
mans, Spaniards,  and  French  proteftants,  made  an 
obitmate  defence  •,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  profc-- 
cuted  the  fiege  with  uncommon  impetuofity.  But, 
artrr  the  trenches  had  been  open  for  thirteen  days, 
a  courier  arrived  from  Madrid  with  an  account  of 
his  catholic  majefty's  having  agreed  to  the  neutra- 
lity for  Italy.  '1  his  agreement  imported,  That 
there  fhould  be  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  until  a  general 
pface  could  be  effected  :  and,  That  the  Imperial 
and  French  troops  mould  return  to  their  refpective 
countries.  Chriftendom  had  well  nigh  been  em- 
broiled 
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broiled  anew  by  the  death  of  John  Sobiefki  king  of  A- c-  |69S- 
Poland,  who  died  at  the  age  of  feventy,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  fummer,  afte-r  having  furvived  his  faculties 
and  reputation.  As  the  crown  was  elective,  a  com- 
petition arofe  for  the  fucceflion.  The  kingdom 
was  divided  by  factions  •,  and  the  different  powers 
of  Europe  interelted  themfelves  warmly  in  the  con- 
tention. 

Nothing  of  confequence  had  been  lately  atchieved 
by  the  naval  force  of  England.  When  the  con  J&aa',  . 
Ipiracy  was  firft  difcovered,  Sir  George  Rooke  had 
received  orders  to  return  from  Cadiz  •,  and  he  ar- 
rived in  the  latter  end  of  April.  While  he  took 
his  place  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  lord  Berkeley 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  fleet  ;  and  in 
the  month  of  June  fet  fail  towards  Ufhant,  in 
order  to  infult  the  coaft  of  France.  He  pillaged 
and  burned  the  villages  on  the  iflands  Grouais, 
Houat,  and  Heydic  ;  made  prize  of  about  twenty 
veflels  •,  bombarded  St.  Martin's  on  the  ifle  of 
Rhee,  and  the  town  of  Olonne,  which  was  fet  on 
fire  in  fifteen  different  places  with  the  fhells  and 
carcaffes.  Though  thefe  appear  to  have  been  en- 
terprizes  of  fmali  import,  they  certainly  kept  the 
whole  coaft  of  France  in  perpetual  alarm.  The 
miniftry  of  that  kingdom  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
invafion,  that  between  Breft  and  Goulet  they  ordered 
above  one  hundred  batteries  to  be  erecled  ;  and 
above  fixty  thouiand  men  were  continually  in  arms 
for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  places.  In  the 
month  of  May  rear-admiral  Benbow  failed  with  a 
fmall  fquadron,  in  order  to  block  up  Du  Bart  in 
the  harbour  of  Dunkirk  •,  but,  that  famous  adven- 
turer found  means  to  efcape  in  a  fog,  and  fleering 
to  the  taitward,  attacked  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the 
Baltick,  under  a  convoy  of  five  frigates.  Thcle 
laft  he  took,  together  with  half  the  number  of  the 
trading  fhips  -,  but,  tailing  in  with  the  outward- 
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A.  c.  «695.  bound  fleet,  convoyed  by  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
he  was  obliged  to  burn  lour  of  the  frigates,  turn 
the  fifth  adrift,  and  part  with  all  his  prizes  but 
fifteen,  which  he  carried  into  Dunkirk. 
i^thT1?  ^ne  Par^ament  °f  Scotland  met  on  the  eighth 
liaments  of  day  of  September ;  and  lord  Murray,  iccretary  of 
and'jjefand  ^ate»  now  ear^  of  Tullibardine,  prefided  as  king's 
commiiTioner.  Tlfough  that  kingdom  was  ex- 
haufted  by  the  war,  and  two  fucceffive  bad  har- 
vefts,  which  had  driven  a  great  number  of  the  in- 
habitants into  Ireland,  there  was  no  opposition  to 
the  court- meafures.  The  members  of  parliament 
figned  an  afibciation  like  that  of  England.  They 
granted  a  fupply  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  maintaining  their  forces  by  fea  and 
land.  They  patted  an  aft  for  fecuring  their  re- 
ligion, lives,  and  properties,  in  cafe  his  majefly 
fhould  come  to  an  untimely  death.  By  another, 
they  obliged  all  perfons  in  public  trull  to  fign  the 
afibciation  ;  and  then  the  parliament  was  adjourned 
to  the  eighth  of  December.  The  difturbances  of 
Ireland  feemed  now  to  be  intirely  appeafed.  Lord 
Capel  dying  in  May,  the  council,  by  virtue  of  an  act 
paficd  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  elecled  the  chan- 
cellor Sir  Charles  Porter  to  be  lord  juflice  and  chief 
governor  of  that  kingdom,  until  his  majelly's 
pleafure  fhould  be  known.  The  parliament  met 
in  June  :  the  commons  expelled  Mr.  Sanderfon, 
the  only  member  of  that  houfe  who  had  refufed 
to  fign  the  afibciation,  and  adjourned  to  the  fourth 
day  of  Auguft.  By  that  time  Sir  Charles  Porter, 
and  the  earls  of  Montrath  and  Drogheda,  were  ap- 
pointed lords-juftices,  and  fignified  the  king's  plea- 
fure that  they  mould  adjourn.  In  the  beginning  of 
December  the  chancellor  died  of  an  apoplexy. 

King  William  being  tried  of  an  inactive  cam- 
pa'gn,  left  the  army  under  the  command  of  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  and,  about  the  latter  end  of 
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Auguft,  repaired  to  his  palace  at  Loo,  where  he  A.  c.  1695. 
enjoyed  his  favourite  exercife  of  (lag-hunting.  Hez<a  of  the 
viiited  the  court  of  Brandenburg  at  Cleves ;  con-  En§lifi» 
ferred  with  the  dates  of  Holland  at  the  Hague  $  thdr™ffefti- 
and,  embarking  for  England,  landed  at  Margate on  to  the 
on  the  fixth  day  of  October.  The  domeftic  oeco- 
nomy  of  the  nation  was  extremely  perplexed  at  this 
juncture,  from  the  finking  of  public  credit,  and  the 
ftagnadon  that  necefiarily  attended  a  recoinage; 
grievances  which  were  with  difficulty  removed  by 
the  clear  apprehenfion,  the  enterprifing  genius,  the 
unfhaken  fortitude,  of  Mr.  Montague,  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  operating  upon  a  national  ipirit 
of  adventure,  which  the  monied-intereft  had  pro- 
duced. The  king  opened  the  ftfllon  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  twentieth  day  of  October,  with  a 
fpeech,  importing,  That  overtures  had  been  made 
for  a  negotiation  •,  but  that  the  belt  way  of  treating 
with  France  would  be  fword  in  hand.  He  there- 
fore defired  they  would  be  expeditious  in  raifing 
the  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  eniuing  year,  as 
well  as  for  making  good  the  funds  already  granted. 
He  declared,  that  the  civil  lift  could  not  be  fup- 
ported  without  their  afliftance.  He  recommended 
the  miferable  condition  of  the  French  proteftants 
to  their  companion.  He  defired  they  would  con- 
trive the  bell  expedients  for  the  recovery  of  the 
national  credit  •,  and  obferved,  that  unanimity  and 
difpatch  were  now  more  than  ever  neceffary  for  the 
honour,  fafety,  and  advantage  of  England.  The 
commons  having  taken  this  fpeech  inco  confidera.* 
tion,  reiblved,  That  they  would  fupport  his  ma - 
jefty  and  his  government,  and  affift  him  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  :  that  the  ftandard  of  gold  and 
filver  mpuld  not  be  altered  :  and,  That  they  would 
make  good  all  parliamentary  funds.  Then  they 
prefented  an  addrefs,  in  a  very  fpinted  ftrain,  de- 
claring that,  notwithftanding  the  blood  and  trea- 
I  2  fure 
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A.C.  1695.  fure  of  which  the  nation  had  been  drained,  the 
commons  of  England  would  not  be  diverted  from 
their  firm  refolutions  of  obtaining  by  war  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace.  They  therefore  renewed  their 
afiurancer,,  that  they  would  fupport  his  majefty 
againft  all  his  enemies  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
houie  of  lords  delivered  another  to  the  fame  pur- 
pole,  declaring,  that  they  would  never  be  wanting 
or  backward  on  their  parts,  in  what  might  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  his  majefty's  honour,  the  good  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  the  quiet  of  Chriftendom.  The 
commons,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  their  zeal,  or- 
dered two  feditious  pamphlets  to  be  burned  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  They  deli- 
berated upon  the  efti mates,  and  granted  above  fix 
millions  for  the  lervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  They 
rcfolved,  that  a  iupply  mould  be  granted  for 
making  good  the  deficiency  of  parliamentary  funds-, 
and  appropriated  feveral  duties  for  this  purpole. 
Refolutions  With  refpect  to  the  coin,  they  brought  in  a  bill, 
thecoh^  repealing  an  act  for  taking  off  the  obligation  and 
and ths  fuP-  encouragement  of  coining  guineas  for  a  certain 

port  or  pub-     •  •,    r  ...  , 

lie  credit,  time,  and  for  importing  and  coining  guineas  and 
half  guineas,  as  the  extravagant  price  of  thofe 
coins  which  occafioned  this  aft,  was  now  fallen. 
They  paflfed  a  fecontl  bill  for  remedying  the  ill  ftate 
of  the  coin;  and  a  third,  explaining  an  act  in  the 
preceding  fcflion,  for  laying  duties  on  low  wines 
and  ipirits  of  thy  firft  extraction.  In  order  to  raife 
•the  fnpplies  of  the  year,  they  refolved  to  tax:  all 
perlons  according  to  the  true  value  of  their  real 
and  perfonal  eftates,  their  (lock  upon  land  and  in 
trade,  their  income  by  offices,  penfions,  and  pro- 
feflions.  A  duty  of  one  penny  per  week  for  one 
year,  was  laid  upon  all  perfons  not  receiving  alms. 
A 'further  impoiition  of  one  farthing  in  the  pound 
per  week,  was  fixed  upon  all  fervants  receiving 
four  pounds  per  annum,  as  wages,  and  upwards,  to 

eight 
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eight  pounds  a-year  inclufive.  .  Thofe  two  received  A  c.  1695. 
from  eight  to  fixteen  pounds,  were  taxed   at  one 
half-penny  per  pound.     An  aid  of  three  fhillings 
in  the  pound  for  one  year  was  laid  upon  all  lands, 
tenements,    and   hereditaments,  according  to  their 
true  value.     Without  fpecifying  the  particulars  of 
thofe  impofitions,  we  ft) all  only  obierve,  that  in 
the  general  charge,  the  commons  did  not  exempt 
one  member  of  the  common- wealth  that  could  be 
fuppofed  able   to  bear  any  part  of  die  burthen. 
Provifion  was  made,  that  hammered  money  mould 
be  received  in  payment  of  thefe  duties,  at  the  rate 
of  five  (hillings  and  eight-pence   per  ounce.     All 
the  deficiences  on  annuities  and  monies  borrowed 
on  the  credit  of  the  exchequer,  were  transferred  to 
this  aid.      The  treaiury  was  enabled  to  borrow  a 
million  and  a  halt  at  eight  per  cent,  and  to  circu- 
late exchequer- bills  to  the  amount  of  as   much 
more.     To  cancel  thefe  debts,  the  furplus  or"  all 
the    fupplies,    except  the  three-milling  aid,  was 
appropriated.     The  commons  voted  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  for  making  good 
the  deficiency  in  recoining  the  hammered  money, 
and  the  recompence  for  bringing  in  plate  to  the 
mint.     This  fum  was  raifed  by  a  tax  of  duty  upon 
wrought-  plate,  paper,  pafteboard,  velum,  and  parch- 
ment, made  or  imported.     Taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  lervices,  and  the  preient  languifhing  (late 
of  the  bank,  whofe  notes  were  at  twenty  p.  r  cent, 
dilcount,  they  reiblved,  That  it  mould  be  enlarged 
by  new  iubfcriptions,  made  by  four  fifths  in  tallies 
ftruck  on 'parliamentary  funds,  and  one   fifth    in 
bank-bills  or  notes:   That  effectual  provifion  mould 
be  made  by  parliament,  for  paying  the  principal  of 
allfuch  tallies  as  mould  befubkribcd  into  the  bank, 
out  of  the  funds  agreed  to  be  continued  :   Thar  an 
intereft  of  eight  percent,  mould  be  allowed  on  ail 
fuch  tallies :    and,  That  the  continuance  of  the 
I  bank 
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A,  c.  1695.  bank  mould  be  prolonged  to  the  firftday  of  AuguuS 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ten  : 
That  all  alignments  of  orders  on  tallies  fubfcribed 
into  the  bank,  (liould  be  regiftered  in  the  exche- 
quer :  That,  before  the  day  fhould  be  fixed  for  the 
beginning  of  the  new  fubicriptions,  the  old  fhould  be 
made  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  what  might  exceed 
that  value  mould  be  ciivided  among  the  old  mem- 
bers :    That  all  the  intereft  due  on  thofe  tallies 
which  might  be  fubfcribed  into  the  bank-flock,  at 
the  time  appointed  for  fubfcriptions,  to  the  end  of 
the  laft  preceding  quarter  on  each  tally,  mould  be 
allowed  as  principal :  That  liberty  mould  be  given 
by  parliament  to  enlarge  the  number  of  bank  bills, 
to  the  value  of  the  fum  that  mould  be  ib  fub- 
fcfibtd^  over  -and  above  the  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  •,  provided  they  mould  be  obliged  to 
anfwer  fuch  bills  and    demands,   and  in  default 
thereof,   be  anfwered  by  the  exchequer  out  of  the 
firft  money  due  to   them  :    That   no  other  bank 
fhould  be  creeled  or  allowed  by  act  of  parliament, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  bank  of  England  : 
That  this  mould  be  exempted  from  all  tax  or  im- 
pofuion  :  That  no  act  of  the  corporation  mould 
forfeit  the  particular  intereft  of  any  perfon  concern- 
ed therein  :  That  provifion  mould  be  made  to  pre- 
vent the  officers  of  the  exchequer, .  and  all  other 
officers  and  receivers  of  the  revenue,  from  divert- 
ing, delaying,  or  obftrucling  the  courfe  of  pay- 
ments to  the  bank  :   That  care  mould  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  altering,  counterfeiting,  or  forging  any 
bank  bills  or  notes  :   That  the  eflate  and  intereft  of 
each  member  in  the  flock  of  the  corporation  mould 
be  made  a  perfonal  eftate  :  That  no  contract  made 
for  any  bank-ftock  to  be  bought  or  fold,  mould  be 
valid  in  law  or  equity,  unlefs  actually  regiftered  in 
the   bank-books  within  feven  days,    and   actually 
transferred  within  fourteen  days  after  the  contract 

mould 
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lliould  be  made.     A  bill  upon  thefe  refolutions  was  A  c-  |695- 
brought  in,  under  the  direction  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer:  it  related  to  the  continuation  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,   upon  wine,  vinegar,  and 
tobacco:  and  it  comprehended  a  claufe  for  laying 
an   additional   duty  upon  fait,  for  two  years  and 
three  quarters.     All  the  feveral  branches  conftitu- 
ted  a  general  fund,  fince  known   by  the  name  of 
the  General  mortgage,  without  prejudice  to  their 
former   appropriations.     The    bill  alfo   provided, 
That  the  tallies  fhould  bear  eight  per  cent,  intereft : 
That  from  the  tenth  of  June  for  five  years,  they 
fhonld  bear  no  more  than  fix  per  cent,  intereft :  and, 
That  no  premium  or  difcount  upon  them  Ihould  be 
taken.      In  cafe  of  the  general  fund's  proving  in- 
fufficient  to  pay  the  whole  intereft,   it  was  provid- 
ed, That  every  proprietor  Ihould  receive  his  pro- 
portion of  the  product,  and  the  deficiency  be  made 
good  from  the  next  aid ;  but,  fhould  the  fund  pro- 
duce more  than  the  intereft,  the  furplus  was  def- 
tined  to  operate  as  a  finking  fund  for  the  difcharge 
of  the  principal.     In  order  to  make  up  a  deficiency 
of  above  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  occafi- 
oned  by  the  failure  of  the  land-bank,   additional 
duties  were  laid  upon  leather  :  the  time  was  en- 
hrged  for  perfons  to  come  in  and  purchale  the  an- 
nuities payable  by  feveral  former  acts,  and  to  ob- 
tain more  certain  intereft  in  fuch  annuities. 

Never  were  more  vigorous  meafures  taken  to  .Fnor™"< 
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Jupport  the  credit  or  the  government ;  and  never 
was  the  government  ferved  by  fuch  a  fet  of  enter- 
prifing  undertakers.  The  commons  having  re- 
ceived a  mefiage  from  the  king  touching  the  con- 
dition of  the  civil  lift,  refolved,  That  a  Him  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
mould  be  granted  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  lift 
for  the  enltiing  year,  to  be  railed  by  a  malt -tax  and 
additional  duties  upon  mum,  fweets,  cyder,  and 
I  4  perry. 


i2o  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

A.  c.  '695.  perry.  They  like  wife  refolved,  That  an  additional 
aid  of  one  fhilling  in  the  pound  mould  be  laid  on 
land,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  duty  c;  'en  per  cent, 
upon  mixed  goods.  Provifion  was  made  for  raifing 
one  million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a 
lottery.  The  treafury  was  impowf  red  to  ilTue  an 
additional  number  of  exchequer-bills  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  every  hundred 
pounds  bearing  interelt  at  the  rate  of  five  pence 
a»day,  and  ten  per  cent,  for  circulation  ;  and  finally, 
in  order  to  liquidate  the  tranfport-debt,  which  the 
funds  eftablifhed  for  that  purpofe  had  not  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  defray,  a  money-bill  was  brought  in  to 
oblige  pedlars  and  hawkers  to  take  our  licences, 
and  pay  for  them  at  certain  flated  prices.  One 
\  cannot  without  aftonifhment  reflect  upon  the  pro- 
digious efforts  that  were  made  upon  this  occafion, 
or  confider  without  indignation  the  enormous  for- 
tunes that  were  railed  up  by  ufurers  and  ex- 
tortioners from  thefe  diftrefles  of  their  country. 
The  nation  did  not  feem  to  know  its  own  ftrength, 
until  it  was  put  to  this  extraordinary  trial ;  and  the 
experiment  of  mortgaging  funds  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  later  minifters  have  proceeded  in  the  fame 
fyftem,  impofing  burthen  upon  burthen,  as  if  they 
thought  the  {mews  of  the  nation  could  never  be 
overftrained. 

sir  John  The  public  credit  being  thus  bolftered  up  by  the 
toprTiwtf-  Cngular  addrefs  of  Mr.  Montague,  and  the  bills 
<*•  pafled  for  the  iupplies  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  at- 

tention of  the  commons  was  transferred  to  the  cafe 
of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  who  had  been  apprehended 
in  the  month  of  June  at  New  Romney,  in  his  way 
to  France.  He  had,  when  taken,  written  a  letter 
to  his  lady  by  one  Webber,  who  accompanied  him  ; 
but,  this  man  being  leized,  the  letter  was  found, 
containing  fuch  a  confeflion  as  plainly  evinced  him 
guilty.  He  then  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
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court  for  turning  evidence,  and  delivered  a  long  *<c>  »*«• 
information  in  writing,  which  was  lent  abroad  to 
his  majefty.     He  made  no  difcoveries  that  could 
injure  any  of  the  Jacobites,  who,  by  his  account 
and  other  concurring  testimonies,  appeared  to  be 
divided  into  two  parties,  known  by  the  names  of 
Compounders  and  Noncompounders.     The  firft, 
headed  by  the  earl  of  Middleton,  infifted  upon  re- 
ceiving ieeurity  from  king  James,  that  the  religion 
and   liberties  of  England   ihould    be  preferved  -, 
whereas,  the  other  party,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
the  earl  of  Mdfort,  refolved  to  bring  him  in  with- 
out conditions,   relying  upon  his  own  honour  and 
generofity.     King  William  having    fent   over    an 
order  for  bringing  Fenwick   to    trial,   unlefs    he 
mould  make  more  material  difcoveries,  the  prifon- 
er,  with  a  view  to  amufe  the  miniftry,  until  he  could 
take  other  meafures  for  his  own  fafety,  accufed  the 
earls  of  Shrewfbury,  Marlborough,  and  Bath,  the 
lord  Godolphin,  and    admiral    RufTel,  of  having 
made   their   peace  with  king  James,  and  engaged 
to  aft  for  his  intereft.     Mean  while  his  lady  irid  re- 
lations tampered  with  the  two  witncffcs,  Porter  and 
Goodman.      The   firft   of  thefe  difcovered   thofc 
practices  to  the  government ;  and   one  Clancey, 
who  afted  as  agent  for  lady  Fenwick,  was  tried, 
convicted  of  fubornation,  fined,  and  fet  in  the  pil- 
lory j   but,  they  had  fucceeded  better  in  their  at- 
tempts upon  Goodman,  who  difappeared  :  ib  that 
one  witnefs  only  remained,  and  Fenwick  began  to 
think  his  life  was  out  of  danger.     Admiral  Ruflel 
acquainted  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  he  and  le- 
veral  perfons  of  quality  had  been  reflected  upon  in 
fbme  informations  of  Sir  John  Fenwick  ;  he  there- 
fore defired,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
juftify  his  own  character.     Mr.  Secretary  Trumball 
produced  the  papers,  which  having  been  read,  the 
commons  ordered,  That  Sir  John  Fenwick  Ihould 

be 
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A.C.  1695.  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  There  he  was 
exhorted  by  the  fpeaker  to  make  an  ample  dif- 
covery  ;  which,  however,  he  declined,  without  ha- 
ving firft  received  ibme  fecurity  that  what  he  might 
fay  mould  not  prejudice  himfelf.  Fie  was  ordered 
to  withdraw,  until  they  mould  have  deliberated  on 
his  requefr.  Then  he  was  called  in  again,  and 
the  keeper  told  him,  he  might  deferve  the  favour 
of  the  houfe  by  making  a  full  difcovery.  He  de- 
fired  he  might  be  indulged  with  a  little  time  to  re- 
collect himfelf,  and  promifed  to  obey  the  com- 
mand of  the  houfe.  This  favour  being  denied,  he 
ngain  infilled  upon  having  fecurity  ;  which  they 
refufing  to  grant,  he  chofe  to  be  filent,  and  was 
difmiffed  from  the  bar.  The  houfe  voted,  That 
his  informations  reflecting  upon  the  fidelity  of  fe- 
veral  noblemen,  members  of  the  houfe,.  and  others, 
upon  hearfay,  were  falfe  and  fcandalous,  contrived 
to  undermine  the  government,  and  create  jealou- 
fies  between  the  king  and  his  fubjects,  in  order  to 
ftifie  the  confpiracy. 

A  bin  of  at.      A  motion  being  made,  for  leave   to  bring  in  a 
ingnbroubgh"t  bill  to  attaint  him  of  high-treafon,  a  warm  debate 
5mo  the      enfued,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in 
gaTnft  him,  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority.     He  was  fur- 
prodaces      njfhed  with  a  copy  of  the  bill,  and  allowed  the  ufe 
Jit«?t0""  of  pen,  ink,  paper,  and  counfel.     When  he  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  praying,   that  his  counfel  might 
be  heard  againfi  palling  the  bill,  they  made  an 
order,  that  his  counfel  mould  be  allowed  to  make 
his  defence  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe :  fo  that  he  was 
furprifed  into  an  irregular  trial,  initead  of  being 
indulged  with  an  opportunity  of  offering  objections 
to  thtir  pafTing  the  bill  of  attainder.     He  was  ac- 
cordingly brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  ;  and  the 
bill  being  read  in  his  hearing,  the  fpeaker  called 
upon  the  king's  counfel  to  open  the  evidence.  The 
prifoner's  counfel  objected  to  their  proceeding  to 
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trial,  alledging,  that  their  client  had  not  received  A- c- 1695' 
the  le-aft  notice  of  their  purpole,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  prepared  for  his  defence  i  but,  that  they 
came  to  offer  their  realbns  aga:nft  the  bill.  The 
houfe,  after  along  debate,  reiolved,  That  he  mould 
be  allowed  further  time  to  produce  witnefTes  in  his 
defence  :  that  the  counfel  for  the  king  fhould  like- 
wife  be  allowed  to  produce  evidence  to  prove  the 
treafons  of  which  he  flood  indicted  :  and,  an  order 
was  made  for  his  being  brought  to  the  bar  again  in 
three  days.  In  purfuance  of  this  order,  he  appear- 
ed, when  the  indictment  which  had  been  found 
againft  him  by  the  grand-jury  was  produced  ;  and 
Porter  was  examined  as  evidence.  Then  the  record 
of  Clancey's  conviction  was  read ;  and  one  Roe  tef- 
titied,  that  Dighton,  the  prifoner's  follicitor,  had 
offered  him  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
difcredit  the  teflimony  of  Goodman.  The  king's 
counfel  moved,  that  Goodman's  examination,  as 
taken  by  Mr.  Vernon,  clerk  of  the  council,  might 
be  read.  Sir  J.  Powis  and  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower, 
the  prifoner's  counfel,  warmly  oppofed  this  propo- 
fal  •,  they  affirmed,  that  a  depofition  taken  when 
the  party  affected  by  it  was  not  prefcnt  to  crofs-exa- 
roins  the  depofer,  could  not  be  admitted  in  a  cafe 
of  five  millings  value  :  that  though  the  houfe  was 
not  bound  by  the  rules  of  inferior  courts,  it  was 
neverthelefs  bound  by  the  eternal  and  unalterable 
rules  of  jtiilice  :  that  no  evidence,  according  to  the 
rules  of  law,  could  be  admitted  in  fuch  a  cafe,  but 
that  of  living  witnefies:  and,  that  the  examination 
of  aperfon  who  is  abfent,  was  never  read  to  fupply 
his  teflimony.  The  difpute  between  the  lawyers 
on  this  fubject,  gave  rile  to  a  very  violent  debate 
among  the  members  of  the  houfe.  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Mr.  Harley,  Mr. 
Harcourt,  Mr.  Manley,  Sir  Chriftopher  Muigravc, 
and  all  the  leaders  of  the  Tory- party,  argued 
7  againft 
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A.  c.  1695.  againft  the  hardfhip  and  injuftice  of  admitting  this 
information  as  an  evidence.     They  demonftrated, 
that  it  would  be  a  ftep  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
all  courts  of  judicature,  repugnant  to  the  common 
notions  of  juftice  and  humanity,  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  laft  act  for  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of 
high-treafon,  and  of  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
lives   and  liberties  of  the  people.     On   the  other 
hand,  lord  Cutts,  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, Mr.  Smith  of  the  treafury,  and  Trevor  the 
attorney  general,  affirmed,  that  the  houfe  was  not 
bound  by  any  form  of  law  whatfoever :  that  this 
was  an  extraordinary  cafe,    in  which  the  fafety  of 
the  government  was  deeply  concerned  :  that  though 
the   common-law  might  require  two  evidences  in 
cafes  of  treafon,  the  houfe  had  a  power  of  deviat- 
ing from  thofe  rules  in  extraordinary  cafes  :  that 
there  was  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  Sir  John  Fenwick's 
being  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  :    that  he  or  his 
friends  had  tampered  with  Porter :  and,  that  there 
were  ftrong  prefumptions  to  believe,  the  fame  prac- 
tices had  induced  Goodman  to  abfcond.  In  a  word, 
the  Tories,  either  from  party  or  patriotifm,  ftrenu- 
oufly  aflerted  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  humanity, 
by  thofe   very   arguments  which  had    been  ufed 
againil   them   in    the    former  reigns  -,   while    the 
Whigs,  with  equal  violence  and  more  fuccefs,  ef- 
poufed  the  dictates  of  arbitrary  power  and  oppref- 
fion,  in  the  face  of  their  former  principles,  with 
which  they  were  now  upbraided.     At  length,  the 
queftion  was  put,  Whether  or  not  the  information 
of  Goodman  mould  be  read  ?  and  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  majority  of  feventy-  three  voices. 
Then  two  of  the  grand-jury  who  had  found  the  in- 
dictment, recited  the  evidence  which  had  been  given 
to  them  by  Porter  and  Goodman  \  laftly,  the  king's 
counfel    infilled    upon    producing   the  record   of 
Cooke's  conviction,  as  he  had  been  tried  for  the 
tf  fame 
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fame  confpiracy.  The  prifoner's  counfel  objected, A- c-  l69S- 
That  if  fuch  evidence  was  admitted,  the  trial  of 
one  perfon  in  the  fame  company  would  be  the  trial 
of  all ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  who 
came  to  defend  Sir  John  Fenwick  only,  mould  be 
prepared  to  anfwer  the  charge  againft  Cooke.  This 
article  produced  another  vehement  debate  among 
the  members ;  and  the  Whigs  obtained  a  fecond 
victory.  The  record  was  read,  and  the  king's  counfel 
proceeded  to  call  on  fomeof  the  jury  who  ferved  on 
Cooke's  trial,  to  affirm,  that  he  had  been  convicted 
on  Goodman's  evidence.  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower 
faid,  he  would  fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe,  Whether  it  was  juft  that  the  evidence  againft 
one  perfon  mould  conclude  againft  another  (landing 
at  a  different  bar,  in  defence  of  his  life  ?  The  par- 
ties were  again  ordered  to  withdraw ;  and  from 
this  point  arofe  a  third  debate,  which  ended  as  the 
two  former,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  prifoner. 
The  jury  being  examined,  Mr.  ferjeant  Gould 
moved,  that  Mr.  Vernon  might  be  defired  to  pro- 
duce the  intercepted  letter  from  Sir  John  Fenwick 
to  his  lady.  The  prifoner's  council  warmly  op- 
pofed  this  motion,  infiftingupon  their  proving  it  to 
be  his  hand -writing  before  it  could  be  ufed  againft 
him  i  and  no  further  ftrefs  was  layed  on  this  evi- 
dence. When  they  were  called  upon  to  enter  on 
his  defence,  they  pleaded  incapacity  to  deliver  mat- 
ters of  fuch  importance  after  they  had  been  fatigued 
with  twelve  hours  attendance. 

The  houfe  relblved  to  hear  fuch  evidence  as  the  H;s  defence, 
prifoner  had  to  produce  that  night.  His  counfel 
declared,  that  they  had  nothing  then  to  produce 
but  the  copy  of  a  record ;  and  the  fecond  retolution 
was,  That  he  fhould  be  brought  up  again  next  day 
at  noon.  He  accordingly  appeared  at  the  bar,  and 
Sir  J.  Powis  proceeded  on  his  defence.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  bill  under  confideration  affected 

the 
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A.  c,  1695.  tne  iives  of  the  fubjects ;  and  fuch  precedents  were 
dangerous:  that  Sir  John  Fenvvick  was  forthcom- 
ing, in  order  to  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  methods 
of  juftice  :  that  he  was  actually  under  procefs,  had 
pleaded,  and  was  ready  to  (land  trial :  that  if  there 
v/as  fufficient  clear  evidence  againil  him,  as  the 
king's  ferjeant  had  declared,  there  was  no  reaibn  for 
his  being  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  fuch  a  trial  as 
was  the  birth-right  of  every  Bi  him  lubjeft  •,  and  if 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  legal  evidence,  he  thought 
this  was  a  very  odd  reaibn  for  the  bill.  He  took 
notice  that  even  the  regicides  had  the  benefit  of 
fuch  a  trial :  that  the  Jaft  ad:  for  regulating  trials 
in  cafes  of  treafon,  proved  the  great  tendernefs  of 
the  laws  which  affected  the  life  of  the  fubjedt :  and 
he  exprefled  his  iurprile  that  the  very  parliament 
which  had  pafied  that  law,  mould  enacl  another 
for  putting  a  pcrfon  to  death  without  any  trial  at 
all.  He  admitted  that  there  had  been  many  bills 
of  attainder,  but  they  were  generally  levelled  at 
outlaws  and  fugitives-,  and  tome  of  them  had  been 
reverled  in  the  lequel,  as  arbitral y  and  unjuft.  He 
urged,  that  this  bill  of  attainder  did  not  aliedge  o*r 
\  fay,  that  Sir  John  Fenwick  was  guilty  of  the  trea- 
fon for  which  he  had  been  indicted  -,  a  circumlbmce 
which  prevented  him  from  producing  witnelles  to 
that  and  feveral  matters  upon  which  the  king's 
counfel  had  expatiated.  He  laid,  they  ha.i  intro- 
duced evidence  to  prove  citcumftances  not  alledged 
in  the  bill,  and  defective  evidence  of  thole  that 
were  :  that  Porter  was  not  examined  upon  oath : 
that  nothing  could  be  more  fevere  than  to  pals  fen- 
tence  of  death  upon  a  man,  corrupt  his  blood,  and 
confifcate  his  eftate,  upon  parole  evidence  -,  efpe- 
cially  of  fuch  a  wretch,  who,  by  his  own  conftilion, 
had  been  engaged  in  a  crime  of  the  blackell  na- 
ture ;  not  a, convert  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
but  a  coward,  Ih linking  from  the  danger  by  which 

he 


WILLIAM    III.  127 

he  had  been  environed,  and  even  now  drudging  A  c.  16,5. 
for  a  pardon.  He  invalidated  the  evidence  or 
Goodman's  examination.  He  obferved,  that  the  in- 
dictment mentioned  a  confpiracy  to  call  in  a  foreign 
power ;  but,  as  this  confpiracy  had  not  been  put  in 
practice,  fuch  an  agreement  was  not  a  fufficient 
overt- act  of  treafon,  according  to  the  opinion  or. 
Hawles  th~  ibiiicitor-general,  concerned  in  this  very 
profecution.  So  laying,  he  produced  a  book  of  re- 
marks, which  that  lawyer  had  publifhed  on  the  cafes 
of  lord  Ruffel,  colonel  Sidney,  and  others  who  had 
fuffered  death  in  the  reign  ot  Charles.  This  author 
(faid  he)  takes  notice,  that  a  confpiracy  or  agree- 
ment to  levy  war,  is  not  treaion  without  actually 
levying  war ;  a  ientiment  in  which  he  concurred 
with  lord  Coke,  and  lord  chief-juftice  Hales  :  he 
concluded  with  faying,  "  We  know  at  prefent  on 
i(:  what  ground  we  fland-,  by  the  itatut.e  of  Edward 
"  III.  we  know  what  treaion  is  j  by  the  two  ilatutes 
"  of  Edward  VI.  and  the  late  act,  we  know  what 
"  is  proof;  by  the  magna  charta  we  know  we  are 
"  to  be  tried  per  legem  terras  &  per  judicium  pa- 
"  Hum,  by  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  judgment 
"  of  our  peers  •,  but,  if  bills  of  attainder  come  into 
"  faihion,  we  mall  neither  know  what  is  treafon, 
"  what  is  evidence,  nor  how,  nor  where  we  are  to 
"  be  tried."  He  was  feconded  by  Sir  Bartholomew 
Shower,  who  fpoke  with  equal  energy  and  elocu- 
tion ;  and  their  arguments  were  anfwered  by  the 
king's  council.  The  prifoner  was  afterwards,  at 
the  defire  of  admiral  Ruffel,  queftioned  with  re- 
gard to  the  imputations  he  had  fixed  upon  that 
gentleman  and  others,  from  hearfay  •,  but,  he  de- 
fired  to  be  cxcufed  on  account  of  the  rifque  he 
ran  while  under  a  double  profecution,  if  any  thing 
which  ihould  cfcape  him  might  be  turned  to  his 
prejudice. 

Afte? 
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A.  c.  .695,  After  he  was  removed  from  the  bar,  Mr.  Ver- 
Thebiir  rton,  at  the  defire  of  the  houfe,  recapitulated  the 
pafies.  arts  and  practices  of  Sir  John  Fenwick  and  his 
friends,  to  procraftinate  the  trial.  The  bill  was 
read  alecond  time  ;  and  the  fpeaker  afking,  If  the 
queftion  (hould  be  put  for  its  being  committed  ? 
the  houfe  was  immediately  kindled  into  a  new 
flame  of  contention.  Hawles  the  follicitor,  affirm- 
ed, that  the  houfe  in  the  prefent  cafe,  mould  act 
both  as  judge  and  jury.  Mr.  Harcourt  laid,  he 
knew  of  no  trial  for  treaton  but  what  was  confirm- 
ed by  magna  charta,  by  a  jury,  the  birth-right  and 
darling  privilege  of  an  Engliihman,  or  per  legem 
terrae,  which  includes  impeachments  in  parliament : 
that  it  was  a  ftrange  trial  where  the  perfon  accufed 
had  a  chance  to  be  hanged,  but  none  to  be  laved : 
that  he  never  heard  of  a  juryman  who  was  not  on 
his  oath,  nor  of  a  judge  who  had  not  power  to  exa- 
mine witnefies  upon  oath,  and  who  was  not  im- 
powered  to  fave  the  innocent  as  well  as  to  condemn 
the  guilty.  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  parliament  ought  not  to  Hand  upon  little 
niceties  and  forms  of  other  courts,  when  the  go- 
vernment was  at  {lake.  Mr.  Howe  afierted,  that 
to  do  a  thing  of  this  nature,  becaufe  the  parliament 
had  power  to  do  it,  was  a  ftrange  way  of  reafoning  : 
that  what  was  juftice  and  equity  at  Weftminfter- 
hall,  was  juflice  and  equity  every  where  :  that  one 
bad  precedent  in  parliament  was  of  worfe  confe- 
quence  than  an  hundred  in  Weftminfler-hall,  be- 
caufe perCbnal  or  private  injuries  did  not  forecloie 
the  claims  of  original  right ;  whereas  the  parliament 
could  ruin  the  nation  beyond  redemption,  becaufe 
it  could  eftablilh  tyranny  by  law.  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  in  arguing  againft  the  bill,  obferved,  that 
;ower  of  parliament  is  to  make  any  law,  but 
the  junfdiftion  of  parliament  is  to  govern  itielf  by 
the  law  :  to  make  a  law  therefore  againft  all  the 

laws 
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laws  of  England  was  the  ultimum  remedium  &A'Ctl6*6« 
peffimum,  never  to  be  ufed  but  in  cafe  of  ablblute 
neceffity.  He  affirmed,  that  by  this  precedent  the 
houfe  overthrew  all  the  laws  of  England ,  firft,  in 
condemning  a  man  upon  one  witnefs  •,  fecondly,  ia 
pafling  an  act  without  any  trial.  The  commons 
never  did  nor  can  aflume  a  jurifdiction  of  trying 
any.perfon  ;  they  may,  for  their  own  information^ 
hear  what  can  be  offered  ;  but,  it  is  not  a  trial- 
where  witneffes  are  not  upon  oath.  All  bills  of 
attainder  have  pafied  againft  perfons  that  were  dead 
or  fled,  or  without  the  compafs  of  the  law  :  fome 
have  been  brought  in  after  trials  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  ;  but  none  of  thofe  have  been  called  trials,  and 
they  were  generally  reverfed.  He  denied  that  the 
parliament  had  power  to  declare  any  thing  treaibn 
which  was  not  treaibn  before.  When  inferior  courts 
were  dubious,  the  cafe  might  be  brought  before 
the  parliament,  to  judge  whether  it  was  treafon  or 
felony:  but,  then  they  mult  judge  by  the  laws  in 
being  •,  and  this  judgment  was  not  in  the  parlia- 
ment by  bill,  but  only  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Lord 
Digby,  Mr.  Harley,  and  colonel  Granville,  fpoke 
to  the  fame  purpofe.  But  their  arguments  and  re- 
monftrances  had  no  effect  upon  the  majority,  by 
whom  the  prifoner  was  devoted  to  deftruction.  The 
bill  was  committed,  palled,  and  lent  up  to  the  houfe 
of  lords,  where  it  produced  the  longeft  and  warmeft 
debates  which  had  been  known  fince  the  reftora- 
tion.  Bilhop  Burnct  fignalized  his  zeal  for  the  go- 
vernment, by  a  long  fpeech  in  favour  of  the  bill, 
contradicting  fome  of  the  fundamental  maxims 
which  he  had  formerly  avowed  in  behalf  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  people.  At  length,  it  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  feven  voices  •,  and  one  and  forty 
lords,  including  eight  prelates,  entered  a  proteit 
couched  in  the  ftrongeit  terms,  againft  the  deci- 
fion. 

FO.  Sj,  K  When 
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A,C.  1696.  "When  the  bill  received  the  royal  affent,  another 
sir  y-hn  a&  °f  tne  ^;c  nature  pafled  againft  Barclay,  Holmes, 
Fmw'ck  ;s  'and  nine  other  conlpirators  who  had  fled  from  juf- 
beheadcd  tjce5  "m  ca',e  they  Ihould  not  furrender  themielves 
on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next  en- 
luing.  Sir  John  'Fenwick  follicited  the  mediation 
of  the  lords  in  his  behalf,  while  his  friends  implor- 
ed the  royal  mercy.  The  peers  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  fuccefs  of  his  fuit  would  depend  up- 
on the  fulntis  of  his  difcoveries.  lie  would  have 
previoufly  ftipulated  for  a  pardon  -,  and  they  infift- 
cd  upon  his  depending  on  their  favour.  He  he(i- 
tated  ibme  time  between  the  fears  of  infamy  and  the 
terrors  of  death,  which  laft  he  at  length  ehofe  to 
undergo,  rather  than  incur  the  disgraceful  character 
of  an  informer.  He  was  complimented  with  the 
ax,  in  confederation  of  his  rank  and  alliance  with 
the  houfe  of  Howard,  and  fuffered  on  Tower- hill 
with  great  compofure.  In  the  paper  which  he  de- 
livered to  the  fheritf,  he  took  God  to  witnefs,  that 
he  knew  not  of  the  intended  invafion,  until  it  was 
the  common  fubject  of  ciilcourfe;  nor  was  he  en- 
gaged in  any  fhape  for  the  fcrvice  of  king  James. 
He  thanked  thofe  noble  and  worthy  perlbns  who 
had  oppolixl  his  attainder  in  parliament  •,  protefted 
before  God,  that  the  information  he  gave  to  the 
miniftry,  he  had  received  in  letters  and  mefiages 
from  France  •,  and  obferved,  that  he  might  have 
expeclecl  mercy  from  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  he 
had  btren  inftrumental  in  laving  his  life,  by  pre- 
venting the  execution  of  a  defign  which  had  been 
formed  againft  it ;  a  circumftanee  which  in  all  pro- 
bability induced  the  late  confpirators  to  conceal 
their  purpofe  of  aflaffination  from  his  knowledge. 
He  profdled  his  loyalty  to  king  James,  and  prayed 
heaven  for  his  fpeedy  reftoration. 

While  Fenwick's  affair  was  in  agitation,  the  earl 
of  Monmouth  had  let  on  foot  forne  practices  againft 
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the  duke  of  Shrewfbury.  One  Matthew  Smith*  A  c- l 
nephew  to  Sir  William  Perkins,  had  been  enter  ^ 
tained  as  a  fpy  by  this  nobleman,  who  finding  his  feat» 
intelligence  of"  very  little  ufe  or  importance,  dif-  Tower; 
difmifled  him  as  a  troublefome  dependent.  Then 
he  had  recourfe  to  the  earl  of  Monmouth,  into 
whom  he  infufed  unfavourable  fentiments  of  the 
duke  -,  infmuating,  that  he  had  made  great  difco- 
veries,  which,  from  finifter  motives,  were  fupprefled. 
Monmouth  communicated  thofe  imprefTions  to  the 
earl  of  Portland,  who  inlifted  Smith  as  one  of  his 
intelligencers.  Copies  of  the  letters  he  had  fent  co 
the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  were  delivered  to  leert-taty 
Trumball,  fealed  up  for  the  perufalof  his  majeltf 
at  his  return  from  Flanders.  When  fen  wick  men- 
tioned the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  in  his  di'cov.-rieS$ 
the  earl  of  Monmouth  refolved  to  ieize  die  oppor- 
tunity of  ruining  that  nobleman.  He,  by*  the  canal 
of  the  dutchefs  of  Norfolk,  exhorted  lady  [tnwick 
to  prevail  upon  her  hufband  to  perfift  in  his  accufa- 
tion,  and  even  dictated  a  paper  of  directions.  Fcn- 
wick  rejected  the  proposal  with  difdain,  as  a  lean-  ' 
dalous  contrivance-,  and  Monmouth  '."as  fo  incenied 
at  his  refufal,  that  when  the  bill  ot  attainder  ap- 
peared in  the  houfe  of  lords,  he  fpoke  in  favour  of 
it  with  peculiar  vehemence.  Lady  Fen  wick,  pro- 
voked at  this  cruel  outrage,  prevailed  upon  her 
nephew  the  earl  of  Carrlifle,  to  move  the  houfe,  that 
Sir  John  might  be  examined  touching  any  advices 
that  had  been  fent  to  him  with  relation  to  his  dif- 
coveries.  He  gave  an  account  of  all  the  particu- 
lars of  Monmouth's  fcheme,  which  was  calculated 
to  ruin  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury,  by  bringing 
Smith's  letters  on  the  carpet.  The  dutcheis  of 
Norfolk  and  a  confident  were  interrogated,  and  con- 
firmed the  detection.  The  houfe  called  for  Smith's 
letters,  which  were  produced  by  Sir  William  1  rum- 
ball.  The  earl  of  Monmouth  was  committed  to  tha 
K  a  Tower, 
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A.  c.  1696,  Tower,   and  difmifled  from  ,all  his  employments. 
He  was  releafed,  however,  at  the  end  of  the  feffion ; 
and  the  court  made  up  all  his  lofies  in  private,  leit 
he  mould  be1  tempted  to  join  the  oppofition. 
roS£!°  -  The  Whigs,  .before  they  were  glutted  with  the 
b>  fc*.        facrifice  of  Fenwick,  had  determined  to  let  loofe 
their  vengeance  upon  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  was 
a  leader  in  the  oppofite  interell.     Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  had  been  fent  with  a  fquadron  to  look  into 
Breft,  where,   according  to  the  intelligence  which 
the  government  had  received,  the  French  were  em- 
ployed in  preparing  for  a  defcent  upon  England  ; 
but  this  information  "was  falfe.     They  were  bufy  in 
equipping  an  armament  for  the  Weft  Indies,  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Pointis,  who  actually  failed  to 
the  coail  of  New- Spain,  and  took  the  city  of  Car- 
thagene.    Rooke  had  been  ordered  to  intercept  the 
Toulon  fquadron  in  its  way  to  Bred ;  but  his  en- 
deavours  mifcanied.     The  commons,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  refolved  to  inquire  why 
this  fleet  was  not  intercepted  ?   Rooke  underwent 
a  long  examination,  and  was  obliged  to  produce  his 
journal,  orders,  and  letters.     Shovel  and  Mitchel 
were  likewife  examined:  but,  nothing   appearing 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  admiral,  the  houfe  thought 
Kenner,     proper  to  defift    from  their  profecution.     After 
°Mlmix']  "j'  they  had  determined  on  the  fate  of  Fenwick,  they 
Tindai!    'proceeded  to  ena6t  leveral  laws  for  regulating  the 
jYJ^f the domeilic  oeconomy  of  the  nation;    and   among 
Adonis1. e  others,  pafled  an  aft  for  the  more  effectual  relief  of 
creditors  in  cafes  of  efcape,   and  for    preventing 
abufes  in  prifons  and  pretended  privileged  places. 
Ever  fmce  the  reformation,  certain  places  in  and 
about  the  city  of  London,  which  had  been  fanclua- 
ries  during  the  prevalence  of  the  popifh  religion, 
afforded  alylum  to  debtors,  and  were  become  re- 
ceptacles of  defperate  perfons,  who  prefumed  to 
fee  the  law  at  defiance,.     One  of  thefe  places,  called 
2  White- 
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White-Fryars,  was  filled  with  a  crew  of  ruffians,  A>c<  l697- 
who  every  day  committed  acts  of  violence  arnl 
outrage ;  but,  this  law  was  fo  vigoroufly  put  in 
execution,  that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
the  diftrict,  which  was  foon  filled  with  more  credi- 
table inhabitants.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  April 
the  king  clofed  the  fefiion  with  a  fhort  fpeech, 
thanking  the  parliament  for  the  great  lupplies  they 
had  fo  chearfully  granted  •,  and  exprefiing  his  fati£ 
faction  at  the  meaiures  they  had  taken  for  retriev- 
ing the  public  credit.  Before  he  quitted  the  king- 
dom, he  ventured  to  produce  upon  the  fcene  the 
earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had  hitherto  prompted  his 
councils  behind  the  curtain.  He  was  now  fworn 
of  the  privy- council,  and  gratified  with  the  office  of 
lord-chamberlain,  which  had  been  refigned  by  the 
earl  of  Dorfet,  a  nobkman  of  elegant  talents,  and 
invincible  indolence,  fevere  and  poignant  in  his 
writings  and  remarks  upon  mankind  in  general, 
but  humane,  good-natured,  and  generous  jo  ex- 
cefs,  in  his  commerce  with  individuals. 

William  having  made  fome  promotions  -f",  and  NeSotia- 
appointed  a  regency,  embarked  on  the  twenty-  J0,"^"^ 
fixth  day  of  April  for  Holland,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand  to  manage  the  negotiation  for  a  genera! 
peace.  By  this  time  the  preliminaries  were  fet- 
tled, between  Callieres  the  French  minifter,  and 
Mr.  Dykveldt  in  behalf  of  the  States -general, 
who  refolved,  in  confequence  of  the  conceflions 
made  by  France,  that,  in  concert  with  their  allies, 
the  mediation  of  Sweden  might  be  accepted.  The 
emperor  and  the  court  of  Spain,  however,  were  not 
fatisfied  with  thole  concefiions  •,  yet,  his  Imperial 

f  Somers  w»»  created  a  baron,  and  committed  on  account  of  the  confpi- 

appcrnted  lord-chancellor  of  England  :  racy,     was    releaffd  upon    baii  ;   but, 

admiral  Ruflel  was  dignified  with  the  this  privilege  was  denied  to  lr  rd  Mor.t- 

title  of  earl  of  Orford.      In  February  porr.ery,  who  had  been  imprisoned  in 

»Jje  carl  of  Ayleftrary,  who  had  been  Newgate  on  the  fame  account. 

K  3  majefty 
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A. c.  1697.  rnaj-fty  declared,  he  would  embrace  the  proffered 
.  idecl  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  mould 
be  re-ettablilhed  •,  and  the  king  of  Sweden  would 
engage  to  join  his  troops  with  thofe  of  the  allies, 
in  caie  r-  ranee  fhould  break  through  this  ftipula- 
tion.  This  prop .A\i\  being  dcl'.vered,  the  minifters 
of  England  and  Holland  at  Vienna,  prefented  a 
joint-memorial,  preffing  his  Imperial  majefty  to 
acc-pt  the  mediation  without  reierve,  and  name  a 
place  at  which  the  congrefs  might  be  opened.  The 
emperor  complied  with  reluctance.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  February,  all  the  minifters  of  the 
Allies,  except  the  ambailador  of  Spain,  agreed  to 
the  propoial  ±  and  next  day  figned  their  afient  in 
form  to  Mr.  Liliienroot  tht  Swedifh  plenipoten- 
tiary. Spam ,  demanded,  as  a  preliminary,  that 
France  would  agree  to  reftore  all  the  places  men- 
tioned in  a  long  lift,  which  the  minifter  of  that 
crown  prefented  to  the  aflembly.  The  emperor 
propoied,  that  the  congrefs  mould  be  held  at  Aix- 
la  Chapelle,  or  Franckfort,  or  fome  other  town  in 
Qermany.  The  other  allies  were  more  difpofed  to 
negotiate  in  Holland.  At  length,  the  French  king 
iuggdied,  that  no  place  would  be  more  proper  than 
g  palace  belonging  to  king  William,  called  Ncw- 
bourg-houfe,  fituated  between  the  Hague  and 
Delft,  clofe  by  the  village  of  Ryfwick  ;  and  to  this 
propofition  the  miniiteis  agreed.  Thofe  of  England 
were,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  a  virtuous,  learned, 
and  popular  nobleman,  the  lord  Villiers,  and  Sir 
Jofeph  Williamfon  -t  anct  France  lent  Harlay  and 
,Crecy  to  the  afliflance  of  Callieres.  Lewis  was  not 
only  tired  of  the  war,  on  account  of  the  mifery  in 
which  it  had  involved  his  kingdom  ;  but,  in  defir- 
ing  a  peace  he  was  actuated  by  another  motive. 
The  king  of  Spain  had  been  for  fome  time  in  a 
very  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  the  French  monarch  had 
an  eye  to  the  fucceflion.  This  aim  could  not  be 

accompliihed 
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accompliflied  while  theconfederacyfubiifted;  there-  A>c-  S6y7. 
fore  he  eagerly  fought  a  peace,  that  he  might  at 
once  turn  his  whole  power  againft  Spain,  as  Toon  as 
Charles  mould  expire.  The  emperor  harboured 
the  fame  defign'  upon  the  Spanifli  crown,  and  for 
that  reafon  interefted  himfelf  in  the  continuance 
of  the  grand  alliance.  Befides,  he  forefaw  he  mould 
in  a  little  time  be  able  to  act  againft  France  with  an 
augmented  force.  The  czar  of  Mufcovy  had  en- 
gaged to  find  employment  for  the  Turks  and  Tar- 
tars. He  intended  to  raife  the  elector  of  Saxony  to  • 
the  throne  of  Poland  j  and  he  had  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  in  a  negotiation  with  the  Circles  of  the  Rhine, 
for  a  confiderable  body  of  auxiliary  troops.  The 
Dutch  had  no  other  view  but  that  of  fecuringa  bar- 
rier in  the  Netherlands.  King  William  infilled  up- 
on the  French  king's  acknowledging  his  title  •,  and 
the  Englifh  nation  wifhed  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  the  end  of  a  ruinous  war.  On  the  tenth  day  of 
February,  Calliercs,  in  the  name  of  his  matter, 
agreed  to  the  following  preliminaries :  That  the 
treaties  of  Weftphalia  and  Nimeguen,  mould  be  the 
bafisof  this  negotiation:  That  Strafburg  mould  be 
reftored  to  the  empire,  and  Luxemburg  to  the 
Spaniards,  together  with  Mons,  Charleroy,  and  all 
places  taken  by  the  FYench  in  Catalonia  fince  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen  :  That  Dinant  mould  be  ceded 
to  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  and  all  re-unions  fince  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen,  be  made  void :  That  the 
French  king  mould  make  reftitution  of  Lorrain  : 
and,  upon  conclufion  of  the  peace,  acknowledge  v 
the  prince  of  Orange  as  king  of  Great-Britain  with- 
out condition  or  referve.  The  conferences  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  death  of  Charles  XI.  king  of  • 
Sweden,  who  was  fucceedeH  by  his  fon  Charles, 
then  a  minor ;  but  the  queen  and  five  fenators, 
whom  the  late  king  had  by  will  appointed  adminif- 
trators  of  the  government,  relblved  to  purfue  the 
K  4  .  mediation, 
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A.C.  1697.  mediation,  and  fent  anew  commifiion  to  LillienroQt 
for  that  purpofe.  The  ceremonies  being  regulated 
with  the  confent  of  all  parties,  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  emperor  delivered  their  matter's  demands  to 
the  mediator,  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  May, 
and  feveral  German  minifters  gave  in  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  refpeftive  princes  whom  they  repre- 
fented. 

ThcFre-ch      Mean  while,  the  French  king,  in  the  hope  of 

takeBiicc-  procuring  more  favourable  terms,  refolved  to  make 
his  laft  effort  againft  the  Spaniards  in  Catalonia,  and 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  to  elevate  the  prince  of 
Conti  to  the  throne  of  Poland ;  an  event  which 
would  greatly  improve  the  intereft  of  France  in 
Europe.  Lewis  had  got  the  rtart  of  the  confede- 
rates in  Flanders,  and  fent  thither  a  very  numerous 
army,  commanded  by  Catinat,  Villeroy,  and  Bouf- 
flers.  The  campaign  was  opened  with  the  fiege  of 
Aeth,  which  was  nofooner  inverted,  than  king  Wil- 
liam having  recovered  of  an  indifpofition,  took  the 
field,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  duke  of  Bava- 
ria, who  commanded  a  feparate  body.  He  did  not 
think  proper  to  interrupt  the  enemy  in  their  opera- 
tions'before  Aeth,  which  furrendered  in  a  few  days 
after  the  trenches  were  opened  ;  but,  contented 
himfelf  with  taking  pofieflion  of  an  advantageous 
camp,  where  he  covered  BrufTels,  which  Villeroy 
and  Boufflers  had  determined  to  befieg*.  In  Cata- 
lonia the  duke  of  Vendome  inverted  Barcelona,  in 
which  there  was  a  garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  regular 
foldiers,  befides  five  thoufand  burghers,  who  had  vo- 
luntarily taken  arms  on  this  occalion.  The  gover- 
nor of  the  place  was  the  prince  of  liefle  d* Arm-- 
dad t,  who  had  ferved  in  Ireland,  and  been  verted 
with  the  command  of  the  Imperial  troops  which 
were  fent  into  Spain.  The  French  general  being 
reinforced  from  Provence  and  Languedoc,  carried 
on  his  approaches  with  furprifmg  impetuofity  ;  and 

was 
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was  repulfed  in  feveral  attacks  by  the  valour  of  the  A.  c.  ^37, 
defendants.  At  length  the  enemy  furprifed  and 
routed  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia  ;  and,  flufhed  with 
this  victory,  flormedthe  outworks,  which  had  been 
long  battered  with  their  cannon.  The  difpute  was 
very  bloody  and  obftinate  ;  but,  the  French  by 
dint  of  numbers  made  themfelves  maflers  of  the 
covered-way  and  two  baftions.  There  they  erected 
batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars,  and  fired  furioufly 
on  the  town,  which,  however,  the  prince  of  HefTe 
refolved  to  defend  to  the  laft  extremity.  The  court 
of  Madrid,  however,  unwilling  to  fee  the  place  in- 
tirely  ruined,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  be  re- 
Stored  at  the  peace,  difpatched  an  order  to  the 
prince  to  capitulate  ;  and  he  obtained  very  honour-' 
able  terms,  after  having  made  a  glorious  defence: 
for  nine  weeks ;  in  confideration  of  which  he  was 
appointed  viceroy  of  the  province.  France  was  no 
fooner  in  pofTeflion  of  this  important  place,  than 
the  Spaniards  became  as  eager  for  peace  as  they  had 
been  averfe  to  a  negotiation. 

Their  impatience  was  not  a  little  infiamed  by  the  Fnrftw««e. 
fucceis  of  Pointis  in  America,  where  he  took  Car-  j£a?iJl- 
thagene,  in  which  he  found  a  booty  amounting  toviimthe 
eight  millions  of  crowns.     Having  ruined  the  forti-  ^eefft"In" 
rkations  of  the  place,  and  received  advice,  that  an 
Englifh  fquadron  under  admiral  Nevil  had  arrived 
in  the  Weft-Indies'}  with  a  defign  to  attack  him  in, 
his  return,  he  bore  away  for  the  {freights  of  Baha- 
ma.    On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  May  he  fell  in 
with  the  Englifh  fleet,  and  one  of  his  fly-boats  was 
taken;  but,  fuch  was  his  dexterity,  or  good  fortune, 
that  he  efcaped,  after  having  been  purlued  five  days, 
during  which  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  rear-admirals 
fprang  their  foretop-mafts,  and  received  other -da- 
mage, fo  as  that  they  could  not  proceed.     Then 
Nevil  fleered    to    Carthagene,    which    he   found 
quite  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  who,  after  the 
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1697.  departure  of  Pointis,  had  been  rifled  a  fecond  time 
by  the  buccaneers,  on  pretence  that  they  had  been 
defrauded  of  their  mare  of  the  plunder.  This  was 
really  the  cafe  :  they  had  in  a  great  meafure  contri- 
buted to  the  fuccefs  of  Pointis,  and  were  very  ill 
rewarded.  In  a  few  days  the  Englifli  admiral  dif- 
covered  eight  fail  of  their  fhips,  two  of  which  were 
forced  on  iliorc  and  deftroyed,  two  taken,  and  the 
reft  efcaped.  Then  he  directed  his  courie  to  Ja- 
maica, and  by  the  advice  of  the  governor,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beefton,  detached  rear-admiral  Meeze  with 
fome  (hips  and  forces  to  attack  Petit-Guavus,  which 
he  accordingly  furprifed,  burned,  and  reduced  to 
afhes.  After  this  fmall  expedition,  Nevil  proceed- 
ed to  the  Havannah,  on  purpofe  to  take  the  gal- 
leons under  his  convoy  for  Europe,  according  to 
the  inftructions  he  had  received  from  the  king ; 
but,  the  governor  of  the  place,  and  the  general  of 
the  plate-fleet,  fufpecting  fuch  an  offer,  would  nei- 
ther fuffer  him  to  enter  the  harbour,  nor  put  the 
galloons  under  his  protection.  He  now  failed 
through  the  gulph  of  Florida  to  Virginia,  where  he 
died  of  chagrin  ;  and  the  command  of  the  fleet  de- 
volved to  captain  Dilkes,  who  arrived  in  England 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  with  a  fhat- 
tered  fquadron  half  manned,  to  the  unfpeakable 
mortification  of  the  people,  who  flattered  them- 
felvcs  with  the  hopes  of  wealth  and  glory  from  this 
expedition.  Pointis  fleering  to  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, entered  the  bay  of  Conception  at  a 
time  when  a  flout  Englifh  fquadron,  commanded 
by  commodore  Norris,  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
St.  John's.  This  officer  being  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  at  firft  concluded,  that  it 
was  the  Jquadron  of  Mr.  Nefmond  come  to  attack 
them,  and  exerted  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  put  the 
place  in  a  pofiure  of  defence  ;  but,  afterwards  un- 
dcrilanding  that  it  was  Pointis  returning  with  the 
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fpoil  of  Carthagene,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  and  A-c- 
propofed  to  go  immediately  in  queft  of  the  enemy. 
He  was,  however,  over- ruled  by  a  majority,  who 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  they  mould  remain 
where  they  were,  without  running  unnecefiary 
hazards.  By  virtue  of  this  fcandalous  determina- 
tion, Pointis  was  permitted  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
to  Europe  •,  but,  he  had  not  yet  efcaped  every 
danger.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft  he  fell 
in  with  a  fquadron  under  the  command  of  captain 
Harlow,  by  whom  he  was  boldly  engaged  till  night 
parted  the  combatants.  He  was  puriued  next  day ; 
but  his  (hips  failing  better  than  thole  of  Harlow,  he 
accomplimed  his  elcape,  and  on  the  morrow  enter- 
ed the  harbour  of  Breft.  That  his  mips  which  v/ere 
foul  mould  outfail  the  Englifh  fquadron  which  had 
juft  put  to  fea,  was  a  myftery  which  the  people  of 
England  could  not  explain.  They  complained  of 
having  been  betrayed  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  Weft- Indian  expedition.  The  king  owned  he, 
did  not  underftand  marine  affairs,  the  intire  con- 
duct of  which  he  abandoned  to  Ruffel,  who  became 
proud,  arbitrary,  and  unpopular,  and  was  fuppofed 
to  be  betrayed  by  his  dependants.  Certain  it  is,  the 
fervice  was  greatly  obftructed  by  faction  among  the 
.  officers,  which  with  refpect  to  the  nation  had  all 
the  effects  of  treachery  and  mifconduct. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  French  in  Catalonia,  Flanders,  The 
and  the  Weft- Indies,   was  ballanced  by  their  difap-  "^"J 
pointment  in  Poland.     Lewis,  encouraged  by  the  of  Poland 
remonttrances  of  the  abbe  de  Polignac, ,  who  ma- 
naged the  affairs  of  France  in  that  kingdom,  re- 
folved  to  fupport  the  prince  of  Conti  as  a  candidate 
for  the  crown,  and  remitted  great  fums  of  mon  y, 
which  were  diftributed  among  the  Poliih  nobilty. 
The  emperor  had  at  firft  drclarcd  for  the  fon  oi  the 
Jate  king;  but,  finding  the  French  party  too  fin; 
for  this  competitor,  he  entered  into  a  negotiation 

with 
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A.  c.  1697  wjth  the  elector  of  Saxony,  who  agreed  to  change 
his  religion,  to  diftribute  eight  millions  of  florins 
among  the  Poles,  to  confirm  their  privileges,  and 
advance  with  his  troops  to  the  frontiers  of  that  king- 
dom. Then  he  declared  himfelf  a  candidate,  and 
was  publicly  efpoufed  by  the  Imperialifts.  The 
duke  of  Lorrain,  the  prince  of  Baden,  and  Don 
Livio  Odefchalchi,  nephew  to  pope  Innocent,  were 
like  wife  competitors  ;  but,  rinding  their  intereft 
infufficient,  they  united  their  influence  with  that  of 
the  elector,  who  was  proclaimed  king  of  Poland. 
He  forthwith  took  the  oaths  required,  procured  an 
atteftation  from  the  Imperial  court  of  his  having 
changed  his  religion,  and  marched  with  his  army 
to  Cracow,  where  he  was  crowned  with  the  ufual 
folemnity.  Lewis  perfifted  in  maintaining  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  prince  of  Conti,  and  equipped  a  fleet 
fit  Dunkirk  for  his  convoy  to  Dantzick  in  his  way 
to  Poland.  But  the  magiftratea  of  that  city,  who 
had  declared  for  the  new  king,  would  not  futfer  his 
men  to  land,  though  they  offered  to  admit  himfelf 
with  a  imall  retinue.  He  therefore  went  on  more 
at  Marienburg,  where  he  was  met  by  fome  chiefs  of 
his  own  party  :  but  the  new  king  Auguftus  acted 
with  fuch  vigilance,  that  he  found  it  impracticable 
to  form  an  army :  befides,  he  fufpected  the  fidelity 
of  his  own  Polifh  partifans  ;  he  therefore  refufed  to 
part  with  the  treafure  he  had  brought,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  winter  returned  to  Dunkirk. 
fzTo'r*  The  eftablifhment  of  Auguftus  on  the  throne  of 
Mufcory  Poland,  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  conduit 
Sguifcwith  °f  Peter  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  who  having  formed 
hispwm  great  defigns  againft  the  Ottoman-Porte,  was  very 
r*dors'  unwilling  to  fee  the  crown  of  Poland  poflefied  by  a 
partifan  of  France,  which  was  in  alliance  with  the 
grand  fignor.  He  therefore  interefted  himfelf  warmly 
in  the  dilpute,  and  ordered  his  general  to  aficrnble 
an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania,  which,  by 
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Owerawing  the  Poles  that  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  A- c-  |6S7« 
prince  of  Coriti,  confiderably  influenced  the  elec- 
tion. This  extraordinary  legiflator,  who  was  a 
ftrange  compound  of  heroifm  and  barbarity,  con- 
fcious  of  the  defects  in  his  education,  and  of  the 
grofs  ignorance  that  overlpread  his  dominions,  re- 
folved  to  extend  his  ideas,  and  improve  his  judg- 
ment by  travelling  -,  and  that  he  might  be  the  leis 
reftridted  by  forms,  or  interrupted  by  officious 
curiofity,  he  determined  to  travel  in  difguife.  He 
was  extremely  ambitious  of  becoming  a  maritime 
power,  and  in  particular,  of  maintaining  a  fleet  in 
the  Black- fea  ;  and  his  immediate  aim  was  to  learn 
the  principles  of  mip- building.  He  appointed  an 
embaflfy  for  Holland,  to  regulate  fome  points  of 
commerce  with  the  States  general.  Having  in- 
truded the  care  of  his  dominions  to  perfons  in  whom 
he  could  confide,  he  difguifed  himfelf,  and  travelled 
as  one  of  their  retinue.  He  firft  difclofed  himfeif 
to  the  elector  of  Brandenburgh  in  Pruflia,  and  af- 
terwards to  king  William,  with  whom  he  conferred 
in  private  at  Utrecht.  He  engaged  himfelf  as  a 
common  labourer  with  a  fhip-  carpenter  in  Holland, 
whom  he  ferved  for  fome  months  with  wonderful 
patience  and  affiduity.  Pie  afterwards  vifited  Eng- 
land, where  he  amufed  himfelf  chiefly  with  the  fame 
kind  of  occupation.  From  thence  he  fet  out  for 
Vienna,  where  receiving  advices, from  his  domi- 
nions, that  his  filter  was  concerned  in  managing 
intrigues  againft  his  government,  he  returned  fud- 
denly  to  Mofcow,  and  found  the  machinations  of 
the  confpirators  were  already  baffled  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  fidelity  of  the  foreigners  to  whom  he  had 
left  the  care  of  the  adminiftration.  ^His  favage  na- 
ture, however,  broke  out  upon  hit  $  occafion  :  he 
ordered  fome  hundreds  to  be  hanged  all  round  his 
capital  j  and  a  good  number  were  bcher.ckd,  he  • 
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A.C.  1697.  himfelf  with  his  own  hand  performing  the  office  of 

executioner. 

S'thVJol?      The  negotiations  at   Ryfwick   proceeded  very 
*refs at       flowly  for  iome  time.     The  Imperial  minifters  de- 
manded, that  France  mould  make  reftitution  of  all 
the  places  and  dominions  me  had  wrefted  from  the 
empire  fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  whether  by 
force  of  arms  or  pretence  of  right.     The  Spaniards 
claimed  all  that  they  could  demand  by  virtue  of  the 
peace  of  Nimeguen  and  the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees. 
The  French  affirmed,  that  if  the  preliminaries  offer- 
ed by  Callieres   were  accepted,  thefe  propofitions 
could  not  be  taken  into  confideration.     The  Im- 
perialifts  perfifted  in  demanding  a  circumftantial 
anfwer,  article  by  article.     The  Spaniards  infifted 
upon  the  fame  manner  of  proceeding,  and  called 
Upon  the  mediator  and  Dutch  minifters  to  fupport 
their  pretenfions.    The  plenipotentiaries  of  France 
declared,  they  would  not  admit  any  demand  or  pro- 
pofition,  contrary  to  the  preliminary  articles  •,  but, 
were  willing  to  deliver  in  a  project  of  peace  in  or- 
der to  iliorten  the  negotiation  ;  and  the  Spanim  am- 
bafladors    contented  to   this  expedient.      During 
thefe  tranfaclions,   the  earl  of  Portland  held  a  con- 
ference with  marechal  Bonfflers  near  Halle,  in  fight 
of  the  two  oppofite  armies,  which  was  continued 
„    fn  five  fucceffive  meetings.     On  the  fecond  day  of 
Auguft  they  retired  together   to    a  houfe  in  the 
fuburbs  of  Halle,  and  mutually  figned  a  paper,  in 
which  the  principal  articles  of  the  peace  between 
France  and  England  were  adjufted.  Next  day  king 
William  quitted  the  camp,  and  retired  to  his  houie 
at  Loo,  confident  of  having  taken  fuch  meafuresfor 
a  pacification  as  could  not  be  difa; pointed.     The 
fubject  of  this  field- negotiation  is  faid  to  have  turn- 
ed upon   the  intereils  of  king  James,  which  the 
French  monarch  promifed  to  abandon  ;  and  others 
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fuppofe,  that  the  firft  foundation  of  the  partition-  A-c- 16974 
treaty  was  layed  in  this  conference.  But  in^all  pro- 
bability, William's  fole  aim  was  to  put  an  end  to  an 
expenlive  and  unfuccefsfu  war,  which  had  rendered 
him  very  unpopular  in  his  own  dominions,  and  to 
obtain  from  the  court  of  France  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  title,  which  had  fmce  the  queen's  death 
become  the  fubjeft  of  difpute.  He  perceived  the 
emperor's  backwardnefs  towards  a  pacification,  and 
forefaw  numberlefs  difficulties  in  difcufling  fuch  a 
complication  of  interefts  by  the  common  method 
of  treating  :  he  therefore  ehofe  fuch  a  ftep  as  he 
thought  would  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  the  allies,  and 
quicken  the  negotiation  at  Ryfwick.  Before  the 
congrefs  was  opened  king  James  had  pubiimed  two- 
manifeftos,  addreffed  to  the  catholic  and  proteftant 
princes  of  the  confederacy,  reprefentinghis  wrongs, 
and  craving  redrefs ;  but,  his  remonftrances  be- 
ing altogether  difregarded,  he  afterwards  ifiued  a 
third  declaration,  folemnly  protefting  againft  all  that 
might  or  mould  be  negotiated,  regulated,  or  ftipu- 
lated  with  the  ufurper  of  his  realms,  as  being  void 
of  all  rightful  and  lawful  authority.  On  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  July  the  French  ambafifadors  produc- 
ed their  projedl  of  a  general  peace,  declaring  at 
the  fame  time,  that  mould  it  not  be  accepted 
before  the  laft  day  of  Auguft,  France  would  not 
hold  herfelf  bound  for  the  conditions  Ihe  now  offer- 
ed ;  but  Caunitz  the  emperor's  plenipotentiary  pro- 
tefted,  he  would  pay  no  regard  to  this  limitation. 
On  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  however,  he  delivered 
to  the  mediator  an  ultimatum,  importing,  That  he 
adhered  to  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and  Nime- 
guen,  and  accepted  of  Strafburg  with  its  appurte- 
nances :  That  he  infilled  upon  the  reilitution  of 
Lorraine  to  the  prince  of  that  name  :  and  demand- 
ed, That  the  church  and  chapter  of  Liege  mould 
be  re-eftablifhed  in  the  pofTeflion  of  their  inconteft- 
3  able 
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A.  c,  1697.  able  rights.  Next  day  the  French  plenipotentia- 
ries declared,  That  the  month  of  Auguit  being  now 
expired,  all  their  offers  were  vacated  :  That  there- 
fore the  king  of  France  would  referve  Strafburg, 
and  unite  it,  with  its  dependencies,  to  his  crown  for 
ever :  That  in  other  refpects  he  would  adhere  to 
the  project,  and  reftore  Barcelona  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  j  but,  that  thefe  terms  muft  be  accepted  in 
twenty  days,  otherwife  he  ihould  think  himfelf  at 
liberty  to  recede.  The  minifters  of  the  electors 
and  princes  of  the  empire  joined  in  a  written  remon- 
ftrance  to  the  Spanim  plenipotentiaries,  reprefent- 
ing  the  inconveniencies  and  dangers  that  would  ac- 
crue to  the  Germanic  body  from  France's  being  in 
poffeffion  of  Luxemburg,  and  exhorting  them  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  to  reject  all  offers  of  an  equiva- 
lent for  that  province.  They  likewife  preiented 
another  to  the  States -general,  requiring  them  to 
continue  the  war  according  to  their  engagements, 
until  France  mould  have  complied  with  the  preli- 
minaries. No  regard,  however,  was  payed  to 
either  of  thefe  addrefles.  Then  the  Imperial  am- 
baffadors  demanded  the  good  offices  of  the  media- 
tor, on  certain  articles-,  but  all  that  he  could  obtain 
of  France  was,  that  the  term  for  adjufting  the 
peace  between  her  and  the  emperor  mould  be  pro- 
longed till  the  firft  day  of  November,  and  in  the 
mean  time  an  armiftice  be  punctually  obferved.  Yet 
even  thefe  conceffions  were  made  on  condition  that 
the  treaty  with  England,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
mould  be  figned  on  that  day,  even  though  the  em- 
peror and  empire  mould  not  concur. 

Theambaf,  Accordingly  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September, 
favors  of  tne  articles  were  fubfcribed  by  the  Dutch,  Englifhi 
Spain*"  and  Spanilh,  and  French  ambafladors ;  while  the  Im- 
iioiiand,  perial  minifters  protefted  againft  the  tranfaction, 
treaty.6  obferving,  this  was  the  fecond  time  that  a  feparate 
peace  had  been  concluded  with  France  j  and  that 

the 
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the  ftates  of  the  empire,  who  had  been  impofed  A-c<  l6?7* 
upon  through  their  own  credulity,  would  not  for 
the  future  be  fo  eafily  perfuaded  to  engage  in  con- 
federacies. In  certain  preparatory  articles  fettled 
between  England  and  France,  king  William  pro- 
mifed  to  pay  a  yearly  penfion  to  queen  Mary  D'Efte, 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  or  fuch  fum  as  mould  be 
eftabliihed  for  that  purpofe  by  a6t  of  parliament.  . 
The  treaty  itfelf  conlifted  of  feventeen  articles.  The 
French  king  engaged,  that  he  would  not  difturb 
or  difquiet  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  his  realms  or  government;  nor  afilft  his  ene- 
mies, nor  favour  confpiracies  againft  his  peribn. 
This  obligation  was  reciprocal.  A  free  commerce 
was  reftored.  Commiflaries  were  appointed  to  meet 
at  London,  and  fettle  the  pretenfions  of  each  crown 
to  Hudfon's  bay,  taken  by  the  French  during  the 
late  peace,  and  retaken  by  the  Englifh  in  the  courie 
of  the  war ;  and  to  regulate  the  limits  of  places  to 
be  reftored,  as  well  as  the  exchanges  to  be  made. 
It  was  like  wife  itipulated,  That  in  cafe  of  a  rup- 
ture, fix  months  fhould  be  allowed  to  the  fubjedts 
of  each  power  for  removing  their  effects  :  That  the 
feparate  article  of  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  relating 
to  the  principality  of  Orange,  mould  be  intirely 
executed  :  and,  That  the  ratifications  fhould  be 
exchanged  in  three  weeks  from  the  day  of  figning, 
The  treaty  between  France  and  Holland  imported  a 
general  armiilice,  a  perpetual  amity,  a  mutual  re- 
ftituticn,  a  reciprocal  renunciation  of  all  pretsnfions 
upon  each  other,  a  confirmation  of  the  peace  with 
Savoy,  a  re-eftablifliment  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  France  and  Brandenburgh,  in  the  year 
one  thouiand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  a  com- 
prehenfion  of  Sweden,  and  all  thoie  powers  that 
mould  be  named  before  the  ratification,  or  in  fix 
months  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Befides, 
the  Dutch  minifters  concluded  a  treaty  o'f  commerce 
NUMB.  LXXXIV.  L  with 
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A.  c.  ^97.  with  France  which  was  immediately  put  in  execu 
tion.     Spain  had  great  reaton  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  pacification,   by  which  fhe  recovered  Gironne, 
Rofes,   Barcelona,  Luxemburg,  Charleroy,  Mons, 
Courtray,  and  all  the  towns,  fortrefles,  and  territo- 
ries taken  by  the  French  in  the  province  of  Luxem- 
burg, Namur,   Brabant,    Flanders,   and  Hainault, 
except  eighty-two  towns  and  villages  claimed  by  the 
French :  this  difpute  was  left  to  the  decifion  of 
commifiaries  ;  or,  in  cafe  they  mould  not  agree,  to 
the   determination  of  the    States- general.     A  re- 
monftrance  in  favour  of  the  French  proteftant  re- 
fugees in  England,  Holland,  and  Germany,  was  de- 
livered by  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to  the  mediator,  in 
the  name  of  the  proteftant  allies,  on  the  day  that 
preceded  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  but,   the 
French  plenipotentiaries  declared,  in  the  name  of 
their  mafter,  that  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  prefcribe 
rules  to  king  William  about  the  Englifh  fubjects, 
he  expected  the  lame  liberty  with  refpect  to  his  own. 
No  other  effort  was  made  in  behalf  of  thofe  con  • 
icientious  exiles  :  the  treaties  were  ratified,  and  the 
peace  proclaimed  at  Paris  and  London. 
A  general        xhe  emperor  dill  held  out,  and  perhaps  was  en- 
'"'  couraged  to  perfevere  in  his  obftinacy  by  the  fuccefs 
of  his  arms  in  Hungary,  where  his  general,  prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy,  obtained   a  complete  victory  at 
Zenta  over  the  forces   of  the  grand  fignor,  who 
commanded   his  army  in   perfon.     In  this  battle, 
which  was  fought  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Septem- 
ber, the  grand  vizir,  the  aga  of  the  janizaries,  feven 
and  twenty  bafliaws,  and  about  thirty  thoufand  men, 
were  killed  or  drowned  in  the  river  Theyfle-,  fix 
thoufand  were  wounded  or  taken,  together  with  all 
their  artillery,  tents,  baggage,  provifion,  and  am- 
munition, the  grand  fignor  himfelf  efcaping  with 
difficulty :  a  victory  the  more  glorious  and  accept- 
able, as  the  Turks  had  a  great  fuperiority  in  point 

of 
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of  number,  and  as  the  Imperialifts  did  not  lole  a  A- c- 16»7- 
thoufand  men  during  the  whole  action.     The  em- 
peror perceiving  that  the  event  of  this  battle  had  no 
effect  in  retarding  the  treaty,  thought  proper  to 
make  ufe  of  the  armiftice,  and  continue  the  nego- 
tiation after  the   forementioned  treaties  had  been 
figned.     This  was  likewife  the  cafe  with  the  princes 
of  the  empire  •,  though  thofe  of  the  proteftant  per- 
fuafion  complained,  that  their  intereft  was  neglect- 
ed.   In  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  That  in  the  places  to  be  reftored  by  France, 
the  Roman  catholic   religion  mould  continue  as  it 
had  been  re-eftablifhed.     The  ambaffadors  of  the 
proteftant  princes  joined  in  a  remonftrance,  demand- 
ing, That  the  Lutheran  religion  mould  be  reftored 
in  thofe  places  where  it   had  formerly  prevailed ; 
but  this  demand  was  rejected,  as  being  equally  dif- 
agreeable  to  France  and  the  emperor.     Then  they 
refufed  to  fign  the  treaty,  which  was  now  conclud- 
ed between  France,  the  emperor,  and  the  catholic 
princes  of  the  empire.     By  this  pacification  Treves, 
the  Palatinate,   and  Lorraine  were  reftored  to  their 
refpective  owners.     The  counties  of  Spanheim  and 
Veldentz,  together  with  the  dutchy  of  Deux  Fonts, 
were  ceded  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  Francis-Lewis 
Palatine  was  confirmed  in  the  electorate  of  Cologne; 
and  the  cardinal  of  Furftenburg  reftored  to  all  his 
rights  and  benefices.     The  claims  of  the  dutchefs 
of  Orleans  upon  the  Palatinate,  were  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  France  and  the  emperor ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  elector  Palatine  agreed  to  fupply  her 
highnefs  with  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
florins.     The   minifters  of  the  proteftant  princes 
publiflied  a  formal  declaration  againft  the  claufe  re- 
lating to  religion,  and  afterwards  folemnly  proteft- 
e  i  againft  the  manner  in  which  the  negotiation  had 
been  conducted.     Such  was  the  ifllie  of  a  long  and 
bloody  war,   which  had  drained  England  of  her 
L  2  wealth 
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A.C.  1697.  wealth  and  people,  almoil  intirely  ruined  her  com- 
•  merce,  debauched  her  morals,  by  encouraging  ve- 
nality and  corruption,  and  entailed  upon  her  the 
curfe  of  foreign  connexions,  as  well  as  a  national 
debt,  which  has  gradually  increaled  to  an  intoler- 
able burthen.     After  all  the    blood  and  treafure 
which  had  been  expended,  William's  ambition  and 
revenge  remained  unfatisfied.      Neverthelefs,    he 
reaped  the  folid  advantage  of  feeing  himfelf  firmly 
eftablilhed  on  the  Engliih  throne ;  and  the  confe- 
deracy, though  not  fuccefsful  in  every  inftance,  ac- 
compliihed  their  great  aim  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  French  monarch.    They  mor- 
tified his  vanity,  they  humbled  his  pride  and  arro- 
gance, and  compelled  him  to  difgorge  the  acquifi- 
tions,  which,  like  a  robber,  he  had  made,  in  viola- 
tion of  public  faith,  juftice,   and  humanity.     Had 
the  allies  been  true  to  one  another,  had  they  adted 
from  genuine  zeal  for  the  common  interefts  of  man- 
kind, and  prolecuted  with  vigour  the  plan  which 
was  originally  concerted,  Lewis  would  in  a  few 
campaigns  have  been  reduced  to  the  moft  abject 
(late  of  difgrace,  defpondence  and  fubmifiion  •,  for 
he  was  deilitute  of  true  courage  and  magnanimity. 
King  William  having  finimed  this  important  tranf- 
adVion,  returned  to  England  about  the  middle  of 
November,  and  was  received  in  London  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who   now  again 
hailed   him  as   their  deliverer  from  a  war,  by  the 
continuance  of  which  they  mud  have  been  infalli- 
bly beggared. 

state  of  When  the  king  opened  the  fefiion  of  parliament 
parties.  on  ^g  tnird  day  of  December,  he  told  them  the  war 
was  brought  to  the  end  they  all  propofed,  namely, 
an  honourable  peace.  He  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand  there  was  a  confiderable  debt  on  account  of 
the  fleet  and  army :  that  the  revenues  of  the  crown 
had  been  anticipated :  and  he  exprefled  his  hope, 

that 
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that  they  would  provide  for  him  during  his  life,  in  A  c«  l6»7. 
fuch  a  manner  as  would  conduce  to  his  own  ho- 
nour,  and  that  of  the  government.     He  recom- 
mended the  maintenance  of  a  confiderable  navy  ; 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  for  the  prefent  Eng- 
land could  not  be  fafe  without  a  ftanding  army.  He 
promifed  to  rectify  fuch  corruptions  and  abufes  as 
might  have  crept  into  any  part  of  the  adminiftration 
during  the  war  -,  and  effectually  to  diicourage  pro- 
phanenefs    and    immorality.     Finally,    he   afiured 
them,  that  as  he  had  refcued  their  religion,  laws, 
and  liberties,  when  they  were  in  the  extremeft  dan- 
ger, fo  he  mould  place  the  glory  of  his  reign  in 
prelerving  and  leaving  them  intire  to  lateft  pofte- 
rity.     To  this  fpeech  the  commons   replied  in  an 
addrefs,   by  a  compliment  of  congratulation  upon 
the  peace,  and  an  affurance,  that  they  would  be 
ever  ready  to  affift  and  fupport  his  majefty,  who  had 
con  firmed  them  in  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  their  rights 
and  liberties  •,  and,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  war, 
fully  completed  the  work  of  their  deliverance.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  appearances  of  good  humour, 
the  majority  of  the  houfe,  and  indeed  of  the  whole 
nation,  were  equally  alarmed  and  exafperated  at  a 
project  for  maintaining  a  ftanding  army,  which  was 
countenanced  at  court,  and  even  recommended  by 
the  king  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament.   William's 
genius  was  altogether  military.    He  could  not  bear 
the  thoughts  of  being  a  king  without  power.     He 
could  not  without  reluctance  difmifs  thole  officers 
who  had  given  fo  many  proofs  of  their  courage  and 
fidelity.     He  did  not  think  himielf  fafe  upon  the 
naked  throne  in  a  kingdom  that  fwarmed  with  mal- 
contents, who  had  fo  often  confpired  againft  his 
perfon  and  government.     He  dreaded  the  ambition 
and  known    perfidy  of  the  French  king,  who  ftill 
retained  a  powerful  army.     He  forelaw  that  a  re- 
duction of  the  forces  would  leficn   his  importance 
L  3  both 
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A.C.  i697.  both  at  home  and  abroad,  diroinim  the  dependence 
upon  his  government,  and  difperfe  thofe  foreigners 
in  whofe  attachments  he  chiefly  confided.  He  com- 
municated his  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft  to  his  con- 
fident the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  knew  by  expe- 
rience the  averfion  of  the  people  to  a  (landing  aimy ; 
neverthelefs  he  encouraged  him  with  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  commons  would 
fee  the  difference  between  an  army  raifed  by  the 
king's  private  authority,  and  a  body  of  veteran 
troops  maintained  by  confent  of  parliament  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  kingdom.     This  was  a  diftindion  to 
which  the  people  payed  no  regard.     All  the  jealoufy 
of  former  parliaments  feemed  to  be  roufed  by  the 
bare  propofal  •,  and  this  was  inflamed  by  a  national 
prejudice  againft  the  refugees,  in  whofe  favour  the 
king  had  betrayed  repeated  marks  of  partial  indul- 
gence.     They  were    fubmiflive,     tradtable,    and 
wholly  dependent  upon  his  will  and  generofity.  The 
Jacobites  failed  not  to  cheriih  the  feeds  of  diflatif- 
faction,  and  reproach  the  Whigs  who  countenanced 
this  meafure.     They  branded  that  party  with  apof- 
tacy  from  their  former  principles.     They  obferved, 
that  the  very  perfons  who  in  the  late  reigns  endea- 
voured to  abridge  the  prerogative,  and  deprive  the 
king  of  that  fhare  of  power  which  was  abiblutely 
neceflary  to  actuate  the  machine  of  government, 
were  now  become  advocates  for  maintaining  a  Hand- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace  -,  nay,  and  impudently 
avowed,  that  their  complaifance  to  the  court  in  this 
particular,  was  owing  to  their  defire  of  excluding 
from  all  fhare  in  the  adminiitration  a  faction  difaf- 
fected  to  his  majefty,  which  might  miOead  him  in- 
to more  pernicious  meafures.      The   majority  of 
thofe  who  really  entertained  revolution  principles, 
oppofed  the  court,  from  apprehenlions  that  a  ftand- 
jng  army  once  eftablimed,  would   take  root  and 
grow  into  an  habitual  maxim  of  government :   that, 

fhould 
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fliould  the  people  be  difarmed,  and  the  fword  left A- c- 1697- 
in  the  hands  of  mercenaries,  the  liberties  of  the  na- 
tion mud  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  him  by  whom 
thole  mercenaries  mould  be  commanded.  They 
might  overawe  elections,  dictate  to  parliaments, 
and  eftahliih  a  tyranny,  before  the  people  could 
take  any  meaiures  for  tneir  own  protection.  They 
could  not  help  thinking  it  was  pofllble  to  form  a 
militia,  that  with  the  concurrence  of  a  fleet  might 
effectually  prote6t  the  kingdom  from  the  dan- 
gers of  an  invafion.  They  firmly  believed,  that 
a  militia  might  be  regularly  trained  to  arms,  fo  as 
to  acquire  the  dexterity  of  profefifed  foldiers,  and 
they  did  not  doubt  they  would  furpafs  thofe  hire- 
lings in  courage  ;  confidering  that  they  would  be 
animated  by  every  concurring  motive  of  intereft, 
fentiment,  and  affection.  Nay,  they  argued,  that 
Britain,  furrounded  as  it  was  by  a  boiiterous  fea, 
fecured  by  floating  bulwarks,  abounding  with  (tout 
and  hardy  inhabitants,  did  not  deferve  to  be  free, 
if  her  fons  could  not  protect  their  liberties  without 
the  afliftance  of  mercenaries,  who  were  indeed  the 
only  (laves  of  the  kingdom.  Yet  among  the  genuine 
friends  of  their  country,  fome  individuals  efpoufed 
the  oppofite  maxims.  They  obferved,  that  the 
military  fyftem  of  every  government  in  Europe  was 
now  altered  :  that  war  was  become  a  trade,  and  dif- 
cipline  a  fcience  not  to  be  learned  but  by  thole  who 
made  it  their  fole  profefilon :  that  therefore,  while 
France  kept  up  a  large  (landing  army  of  veterans, 
ready  to  embark  on  the  oppofite  coaft,  it  would  be 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation  to 
maintain  a  fmall  (landing  force,  which  mould  be 
voted  in  parliament  from  year  to  year.  They  might 
have  fuggefted  another  expedient,  which  in  a  few 
years  would  have  produced  a  militia  of  difciplined 
men.  Had  the  foldiers  of  this  fmall  (landing  army 
jbeen  inliiled  for  a  term  of  years,  at  the  expiration 
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A. c.  1697, of  which  they  might  have  claimed  their  difcharge* 
volunteers  would  have  offered  themfdves  from  all 
parts  or"  the  kingdom,  even  from  the  define  of 
learning  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  arms,  the  ambition 
of  being  concerned  in  icenes  of  actual  fervice,  and 
the  chagrin  of  little  difappoinments  or  temporary 
difgufts,  which  \et  would  not  have  impelled  them 
to  enlift  as  foldiers  on  the  common  terms  of  perpe- 
tual ilavery.  In  confequence  of  fuch  a  iuccefiion,  the 
whole  kingdom  would  loon  have  been  flocked  with 
members  of  a  difciplined  militia,  equal,  if  not  iupe- 
rior  to  any  army  of  profefTed  foidiers.  But,  this 
fcheme  would  have  defeated  the  purpoie  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  was  more  afraid  of  domeftic  foes, 
than  of  foreign  enemies,  and  induftrioully  avoided 
every  plan  of  this  nature,  which  could  contribute 
to  render  the  malcontents  of  the  nation  more  for- 
midable. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  tranfactions  of  pnrlia- 
ment  in  this  fefilon,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fketch 
the  out-lines  of  the  miniftry  as  it  iiood  at  this  junc- 
ture.  The  king's  affection  for  the  earl  of  Portland 
had  begun  to  abate,  in  proportion  as  his  efteem  for 
Sunderland  increafed,  together  with  his  confidera- 
tion  for  Mrs.  Villiers,  who  had  been  diftinguifhed 
by  fome  particular  marks  of  his  majefty's  favour. 
Thefe  two  favourites  are  faid  to  have  fupplanted 
Portland,  whofe  place  in  the  king's  boibm  was  now 
filled  by  Van  Kepple,  a  gentleman  of  Gueldeiland, 
who  had  firft  ferved  his  majefty  as  a  page,  and  af- 
terwards acted  as  a  private  fecretary.  I  he  earl  of 
Portland  growing  troublefome,  from  his  jealoufy  of 
this  rival,  the  king  refolved  to  fend  him  into  ho- 
nourable exile,  in  quality  of  ambaffador  extraordi- 
nary to  the  court  of  France-,  and  Trumbal  his 
friend  and  creature,  was  difmiffed  from  the  office  of 
fecretary,  which  the  king  conferred  upon  Vernon, 
a  plodding  man  of  bufmefs,  who  had  acted  as  un- 
der- 
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de-r-fecretary  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury.  This  no-  A- c-  >697« 
bleman  rivalled  the  earl  of  Sunderland  in  his  credit 
at  the  council-board,  and  was  fupported  by  Somers, 
lord  chancellor  of  England,  Rufiel,  now  earl  of 
Orford,  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  Montague, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Somers  was  an  up- 
right judge,  a  plaufible  ftatefman,  a  coniummate 
courtier,  affable,  mild,  and  infinuating.  Orford 
appears  to  have  been  rough,  turbulent,  fa&ious, 
and  fhallow.  Montague  had  diftinguimed  himfelf 
early  by  his  poetical  genius ;  but  he  foon  converted 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  more  folid  talents. 
He  rendered  himfelf  remarkable  for  his  eloquence, 
difcernment,  and  knowledge  of  the  Engiifh  confti- 
tution.  To  a  delicate  tafte,  he  united  an  eager  ap- 
petite for  political  ftudies.  The  firft  catered  for 
the  enjoyment  of  fancy  :  the  other  was  fubfervient 
to  his  ambition.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  was  the 
diftinguifhed  encourager  of  the  liberal  arts,  and 
the  profeffed  patron  of  projectors.  In  his  private 
deportment  he  was  liberal,  eafy,  and  entertaining : 
as  a  ftatefman,  bold,  dogmatical,  and  afpiring. 

The  terrors  of  a  (landing  army  had  produced  The  com. 
fnch  an  univerfal  ferment  in  the  nation,    that  the  m 
dependents  of  the  court  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
durft  not  openly  oppole  the  reduflion  of  the  forces ;  for-es  to  te« 
but,  they  fhifted   the  battery,   and  employed   aft* 
their  addrefs  in  perfuading  the  houfe  to  agree,  that 
a  very  fmall  number  fliould  be  retained.     When 
the    ommons  voted,  That  all  the  forces  railed  fmce 
the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty,  mould 
be  difbanded,  the  courtiers  defired  the  vote  might 
be  recommitted,  on  pretence  that  it  reftrained  the 
king  to  the  old  Tory  regiments,  on  whole  fidelity 
he  could  not  rely.      This  motion,   however,  was 
over-ruled  by  a  confiderable  majority.     Then  they 
propoled  an  amendment,  which  was  rejected,  and 
afterwards  moved,  that  the  fum  of  five  hundred 

thoufand 
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A.  c.  1697.  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  mould  be  granted  for 
the  maintenance  of  guards  and  garrifons.  This  pro- 
vifion  would  have  maintained  a  very  confiderable 
number,  but  they  were  again  difappointed,  and  fain 
to  embrace  a  compofition  with  the  other  party,  by 
which  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
were  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  ten  thoufand 
men ;  and  they  afterwards  obtained  an  addition  of 
three  thoufand  marines.  The  king  was  extremely 
mortified  at  thefe  refolutions  of  the  commons  ;  and 
even  declared  to  his  particular  friends,  that  he 
would  never  have  intermeddled  with  the  affairs  of 
the  nation,  had  he  forefeen  they  would  make  fuch 
returns  of  ingratitude  and  diftruft.  His  difpleafure 
was  aggravated  by  the  refentment  exprefTed  again  ft 
Sunderland,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  advifed  the 
unpopular  meafure  of  retaining  a  (landing  army. 
This  npbleman,  dreading  the  vengeance  of  the  com- 
mons,-refolved  to  avert  the  vengeance  of  the  impend- 
ing ftorm,  by  refigning  his  office,  and  retiring  from 
court,  contrary  to  the  mtreaties  of  his  friends,  and 
the  earned  defire  of  his  majefty. 

They  efta-       The  houfe  of  commons,  in  order  to  fweeten  the 
Sitift^Md  unpalatable  cup  they  had  prefented  to  the  king, 
affign  funds  voted  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
SeSenai  Per  annum  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  lift,  diftinft 
debt*.         from  all  other  fervices.     Then  they  palled  an  act, 
prohibiting   the    currency   of   filvered   hammered 
coin,  including  a  claufe  for  making  out  new  ex- 
chequer-bills, in  lieu  of  thofe  which  were  or  might 
be  filled  up  with  indorfements ;  another  to  open 
the  correfpondence  with  France,  under  variety  of 
provifos  :  a  third  for  continuing  the  imprifonment 
of  certain  perfons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
late   confpiracy ;    and   a   fourth,  granting  further 
time  for  adminiflrring  oaths  with  refpect  to  tallies 
and  orders  in  the  exchequer,  and  bank  of  England. 
Thefe  bill*  having  received  the  royal  aflent,  they 

refolved 
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refolved  to  grant  a  fupply,  which,  together  with  the  A>  c- 169"< 
funds  already  fettled  for  that  purpofe,  mould  be 
fufficient  to  anfwer  and  cancel  all  exchequer- bills, 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  Another  fupply  was  voted  for  the 
payment  and  reduction  of  the  army,  including  half- 
pay  tofuch  commiflion-officers  as  were  natural  born 
fubjects  of  England.  They  granted  one  million 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  make  good  de- 
ficiencies. They  refolved,  That  the  fum  of  two 
millions  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  two  pounds,  was  neceflary  to  pay 
off  arrears,  fubfiftence,  contingencies,  general-offi- 
cers, guards  and  garrifons,  of  which  fum  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
two  pounds  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter.  Then  they  took  into  confideration  the 
fubfidies  due  to  foreign  powers,  and  the  lums 
owing  to  contractors  for  bread  and  forage.  Exa- 
mining further  the  debts  of  the  nation,  they  found 
the  general  debt  of  the  navy  amounted  to  one  mil- 
lion, three  hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  forty- two  pounds.  That  of  the  ordi- 
nance was  equal  to  two  hundred  and  four  thou- 
fand, one  hundred  and  fiftyTfeven  pounds.  The 
tranlport-debt  contracted  for  the  reduction  of  Ire- 
land and  other  fervices,  did  not  fall  mort  of  four 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand,  four  hundred  and 
ninety-three  pounds  •,  and  they  owed  nine  and  forty 
thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty  nine  pounds, , 
for  quartering  and  cloathing  the  army,  which  had 
been  raifed  by  one  act  of  parliament  in  the  year  iix- 
teen  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  and  disbanded  by 
another  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
feventy-nine.  As  this  enormous  load  of  debt  could 
not  be  difcharged  at  once,  the  commons  pafied  a 
number  of  votes  for  raifing  fums  of  money,  by 
which  it  was  confiderably  lightened  i  and  fettled 

the 
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A.  c.  1697.  the  funds  for  thofe  purpofes  by  the  continuation  of 
the  land-tax  and  other  impofitions.  With  refpect 
to  the  civil-lift,  it  was  railed  by  a  new  fubfidy  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  the  hereditary  and  tempo- 
rary excife,  a  weekly  portion  from  the  revenue  of 
the  pott-office,  the firft-fruits  and  tenthsof  theclergy, 
the  fines  in  the  alienation-office,  and  pod-fines,  the 
revenue  of  the  wine-licence,  money  arifing  by  me  - 
riffs,  proffers,  and  compofitions  in  the  exchequer, 
and  feizures,  the  income  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwal, 
the  rents  of  all  other  crown-lands  in  England  or 
Wales,  and  the  duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
upon  fpecie  from  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward- 
iflands.  The  bill  imported,  That  the  overplus 
arifing  from  thefe  funds  mould  be  accounted  for  to 
parliament.  Six  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  this 
money  was  allotted  for  the  purpoles  of  the  civil-lift; 
the  reft  was  granted  for  the  jointure  of  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds  per  annum,  to  be  payed  to  queen  Mary 
of  Efte,  according  to  the  ftipulation  at  Ryfwick  ; 
and  to  maintain  a  court  for  the  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
fon  of  the  princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  now  in  the 
ninth  year  of  his  age  :  but  the  jointure  was  never 
payed ;  nor  would  the  king  allow  above  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  for  the  ufe  of  the  duke 
of  Gloucefter,  to  whom  Burnet  bimop  of  Salifbury 
was  appointed  preceptor. 

They  take       The  commons  having   difcufTed  the  ways  and 
cfgfrau6u!  means  for  raifing  the  fupplies  of  the  enfuing  year, 
lentmdorfe-  that  rofe  almoft  to  five  millions,  took  cognizance 
™Duc°rf-ex  °f  fome  fraudulent  indorfements  of  exchequer- bills, 
bills.          a  fpecies  of  forgery  which  had  been  praclifed  by  a 
confederacy,  confifting  of  Charles  Duncomb,   re- 
ceiver-general of  the  excife  ;  Bartholomew  Burton, 
who  pofifefied  a  place  in  that  branch  of  the  revenue-, 
John  Knight,  treafurer  of  the  cuftoms ;  and  Re- 
ginald Marriot,  a  deputy-teller  of  the  exchequer. 
This  laft  turned  evidence,  and  the  proof  turning 

out 
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out  very  ftrong  and  full,  the  houfe  refolved  toA-c-l697. 
make  examples  of  the  delinquents.     Duncomb  and  Burr.et. 
Knight,  both  members  of  parliament,  were  expel-  ^.Trias. 
led  and  committed  to  the  Tower  ;  Burton  was  fent  Burchet 
to  Newgate ;  and  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  were 
ordered  to  be  brought  againft  them.     The  firft, 
levelled   at  Duncomb,    paficd    the    lower-houfe, 
though  not  without  great  oppofition,  but  was  re- 
jected in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  the  majority  of  one 
voice.     Duncomb,  who  was  extremely  rich,  is  faid 
to  have  paid  dear  for  his  efcape.     The  other  two 
bills  met  with  the  fame  fate.     The  peers  difcharged 
Duncomb  from  his  confinement ;  but  he  was  re- 
committed  by  the   commons,    and   remained   in 
cuftody  till   the  end  of  the   fefiion.     While  the 
commons  were  employed  on  ways  and  means,  fome 
of  the  members  in  the  oppofition  propofed,  that 
one-fourth  part  of  the  money  arifing  from  impro- 
per grants  of  the  crown,  mould  be  appropiated  to 
the  fervice  of  the  public  :  but  this  was  a  very  un- 
palatable expedient,    as   it   affected  not  only  tjie 
Whigs  of  king  William's  reign,  but  alfo  the  Tories 
who  had  been  gratified  by  Charles  II.  and  his  bro- 
ther.    A  great  number  of  petitions  were  prefented 
againft  this  meafure,  and  fo  many  difficulties  raifed, 
that  both  parties  agreed   to  lay  it  afide.     In  the 
courfe  of  this  inquiry,   they  difcovered  that  one 
Railton  held  a  grant  in  truil  for  Mr.  Montague, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.     A  motion  was  im- 
mediately made  that  he  mould  withdraw  ;  but  paf- 
fed  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majority.     Far  from 
profecuting  this  minifter,  the  houfe  voted  it  was 
their  opinion,  That  Mr.  Montague,  for  his  good 
fervices  to  the  government,  did  deferve  his  majeily's 
favour. 

This  extraordinary  vote  was  a  fure  prefage  of 
fuccefs  in  the  execution  of  a  fcheme  which  Mon- 
tague had  concerted  againft  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany. 
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A.  c.  1698.  pany.     They  had  been  founded  about  advancing 
AnewEaft-a  fum  of  money  for  tne  public  fervice,  by  way  of 

Jndta  com-  .  J     ,  •     i  r       i  - 

pany  confti-  loan,  in  comideration  or  a  parliamentary  iectlement ; 
rfMrSa-*^  an<^  t.ney  offered  to  raife  feven  hundred  thoufand 
meat,  pounds  on  that  condition  :  but,  before  they  for- 
med this  refolution,  another  body  of  merchants, 
under  the  aufpices  of  Montague,  offered  to  lend 
two  millions  at  eight  per  cent,  provided  they  might 
be  gratified  with  an  exclufive  privilege  of  trading 
to  the  Eaft-Indies.  This  propofal  was  very  well 
received  by  the  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
A  bill  for  this  purpofe  was  brought  in  with  addi- 
tional claufes  of  regulation.  A  petition  was  pre- 
fented  by  the  old  company,  reprefenting  their  rights 
and  claims  under  fo  many  royal  charters  ;  the  re- 
gard due  to  the  property  of  above  a  thoufand  fami- 
lies interefted  in  the  ftock  ;  as  alfo  to  the  com  - 
pany's  property  in  India,  amounting  to  forty  four 
thoufand  pounds  of  yearly  revenue.  They  alledgp- 
ed  they  had  expended  a  million  in  fortifications : 
that  during  the  war  they  had  loit  twelve  great  fhips, 
worth  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds :  that  fmce 
the  laft  fubfcription  they  had  contributed  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  to  the  cu- 
ftoms ;  with  above  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  in 
taxes  :  that  they  had  furnifhed  fix  thoufand  barrels 
of  gunpowder  on  a  very  prefiing  occafion  •,  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  circulation  of  ex- 
chequer-bills, at  a  very  critical  juncture,  by  de- 
fire  of  the  Jords  of  the  treafury,  who  owned  that 
their  compliance  was  a  very  important  fervice  to 
the  government.  No  regard  being  paid  to  their 
remonftrance,  they  undertook  to  raife  the  loan  of 
two  millions,  and  immediately  fubfcribed  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  as  the  firft  payment.  The 
two  propofals  being  compared  and  confidered  by 
the  houfe,  the  majority  declared  for  the  bill,  which 
Vvras  paHed  and  fern  up  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  There 
8  the 
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the  old  company  delivered  another  petition,  arid  was  A- c-  l69s- 
heard  by  council  j  neverthelefs,  the  bill  made  its 
way,  though  not  without  oppofition,  and  a  formal 
proteftation  by  one  and  twenty  lords,  who  thought 
it  was  a  hardfhip  upon  the  prefent  company ;  and 
doubted  whether  the  feparate  trade  allowed  in  the 
bill,  concurrent  with  a  joint  ftock,  might  not 
prove  fuch  an  inconfiftency  as  would  difcourage  the 
ftiblcription.  This  act,  by  which  the  old  company 
was  diffolved,  in  a  great  meafure  blafted  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Whigs,  which  had  for  fome  time  been 
in  the  decline  with  the  people.  They  had  ftood 
up  as  advocates  for  a  ftanding  army  :  they  now  un- 
juftly  fuperfeded  the  Eaft-India  company :  they 
were  accufed  of  having  robbed  the  public,  by  em- 
bezzling the  national  treafure,  and  amaffing  wealth 
by  ufurious  contracts,  at  the  expence  of  their  fel- 
low-fubjectSg  groaning  under  the  moft  oppreffive 
burthens.  Certain  it  is,  they  were  at  this  period 
the  moft  mercenary  and  corrupt  undertakers  that 
ever  had  been  employed  by  any  king  or  admini- 
ftration  fmce  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  Englifh 
monarchy. 

The  commons  now  transferred  their  attention  to  Proceedings  •' 
certain  objects  in  which  the  people  of  Ireland  were  J5Jj|^rjttM 
interefted.     Colonel  Mitchelborne,  who  had  been  b^wlST 
joint-governor  of  Londonderry  with  doctor  Walker,  Du°bj™cuxof 
during  the  fiege  of  that  place,  petitioned  the  houfe 
in  behalf  of  himfelf,  his  officers  and  foldiers,  to 
whom  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  was  due  for 
fubfiftence  ;  and  the  city  itfelf  implored  the  media- 
tion of  the  commons  with  his  majefty,  that  its  fer- 
vices  and  fufferings  might  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion.     The  houle  having  examined  the  allegations 
contained  in  both  petitions,  prelented  an  addrefs  to 
the  king,  recommending  the  citizens  of  London- 
derry to  his  majefty's  favour,  that  they  might  no 
longer  remain  a  ruinous  fpectacle  to  all,  a  fcorn  to 

their 
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A.  c.  x69s.  their  enemies,  and  a  difcouragement  to  well-affec- 
ted fubjects  :  they  likewife  declared,  that  the  go- 
vernor and  garrifon  did  cleferve  fome  fpecial  marks 
of  royal  favour,  for  a  lading  monument  to  poftc- 
rity.     To  this  addrefs   the  king   replied,  that  he 
would  confider  them,  according  to  the  delire  of 
the  commons.      William  Molyneux,  a  gentleman 
of  Dublin,  having  publimed  a  book  to  prove  that 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was  independent  of  the 
parliament  of   England,    the    houle  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  and  nature  of 
this  performance.     An  addrefs  was  voted  to  the 
king,  defiring  he  would  give  directions  for  the  dif- 
covery  and  punimment  of  the  author.     Upon  the 
report  of  the  committee,  the  commons  in  a  body 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  reprefenting  the 
dangerous  attempts  which  had  been  lately  made  by 
fome  of  his  fubjects  in  Ireland,  to  (hake  off  their 
fubjection   and  dependence   upon    England ;    at- 
tempts which  appeared  not  only  from  the  bold  and 
pernicious  aflertions  contained  in  a  book  lately  pu- 
blimed, but  more  fully  and  authentically  by  fome 
votes  and  proceedings  of  the  commons  in  Ireland 
during  their  laft  fefiion,  when  they  tranfmitted  an 
act  for  the  better  fecurity  of  his  majefty's  perfon  and 
government ;  whereby  an  Englifh   act  of  parlia- 
ment was  pretended  to  be  re-enacted,  with  altera- 
tions obligatory  on  the  courts  of  juftice  and  the 
great  feal  of  England.     They  therefore  befought 
his  majefty  to  give  effectual  orders  for  preventing 
any  fuch  encroachments  for  the  future,  and  the 
pernicious    confequences    of  what  was    paft,    by 
punifhing  thole  who  had  been  guilty  thereof:  that 
he  would  take  care  to  fee  the  laws  which  direct  and 
reftrain  the  parliament  of  Ireland  punctually  obier- 
ved,  and  difcourage  every  thing  which  might  have 
a  tendency  to  leffen  the  dependence  of  Ireland  upon 
England.     This  remonftrance  was    graciouily  re- 

ceived> 
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ceived,  and  the  king  promifed  to  comply  with  their  A- c-  l6s8' 
requeft. 

The  jealoufy  which  the  commons  entertained  ofandagamft 
the  government  in  Ireland,  animated  them  to  take  S 
other  mealures,  that  afcertained  the  fubjection  of  aia 
that  kingdom.     Underftanding  that  the  Irifh  had  fr 
eftablimed  divers  woollen   manufactures,  they,  in 
another  addrefs,  intreated  his  majefty  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  difcouraging  the  woollen  manufactures  in 
Ireland,  as  they  interfered  with  thofe  of  England, 
and  promote  the  linen  manufacture,  which  would 
be  profitable  to  both  nations.     At  the  fame  time 
receiving  information  that  the  French  had  feduced 
fome  Englilh  manufacturers,  and  fet  up  a  great 
work  for  cloth-making  in  Picardy,  they  brought  in 
a  bill  for  explaining  and  better  executing  former  acts 
for  preventing  the  exportation   of  wool,  fuller's- 
earth,  and  fcouring  clay  ;  and  this  was  immediately 
panned  into  a  law.     A  petition  being  prefented  to 
the  houle  by  the  luftring  company,  againft  certain 
merchants  who  had  fmuggled  alamodes  and  luft- 
rings  from  France,  even  during  the  war,  the  com- 
mittee of  trade  was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  alle- 
gations ;  and  all  the  fecrets  of  this  traffic  were  de- 
te6ted.     Upon  the  report,  the  houfe  refolved,  that 
the  manufacture  of  alamodes  and  luftrings  fet  u^  in 
England,  had   been   beneficial  to  the   kingdom  : 
that  there  had  been  a  deftructive  and  illegal  trade 
carried   on   during   the  war,  for  importing  thefe 
commodities,  by  which  the  king  had  been  defraud- 
ed of  his  cuftoms,  and  the  Englim  manufactures 
greatly  difcouraged :  that,  by  the  fmuggling  vefTels 
employed  in  this  trade,  intelligence  had  been  car- 
ried into  France  during  the  war,  and  the  enemies 
of  the  government  conveyed  from  juiiice.     Stephen 
Seignoret  Rhenc  Baudoin,  John  Goudet,  Nicholas 
Santini,     Peter   de    Hearfe,    John   Pierce,    John 
Dumaitre,  ar»d  David  Barreau,  were  impeached  at 
N°.  84.  M  the 
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A.  c.  1698.  tne  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords  -,  and  pleading  guilty, 
the  lords'  impofed  fines  upon  them  according  to 
their  refpcctive  circumftances.  They  were  in  the 
mean  time  committed  to  Newgate,  until  thofe  fines 
mould  be  paid  ;  and  the  commons  addrefled  the 
king,  that  the  money  might  be -appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  Greenwich- hofpital.  The  houfe  hav- 
ing taken  cognizance  of  this  affair,  and  made  fome 
new  regulations  in  the  profecution  of  the  African 
trade,  preiented  a  folemn  addrefs  to  the  king,  re- 
prefenting  the  general  degeneracy  rmd  corruption 
of  the  age,  and  befeeching  his  majefty  to  com- 
mand all  his  judges,  juftices,  and  magiilrates,  to 
put  the  laws  in  execution  againft  profanenels  and 
immorality.  The  king  profeffed  himfelf  extremely 
well  plealed  with  this  remonftrance,  promiied  to 
give  immediate  directions  for  a  reformation,  and 
exprefTed  his  defire  that  fome  more  effectual  pro- 
vifion  might  be  made  for  fuppreffing  impious 
books,  containing  doctrines  againft  the  Trinity  ; 
doctrines  which  abounded  at  this  period,  and  took 
their  origin  from  the  licence  and  profligacy  of  the 
times. 

Society  f..r  In  the  midft  of  fuch  immorality,  Dr.  Thomas 
n-  Bray,  an  a&ivc  divine,  formed  a  plan  for  propaga- 
ting  the  goipel  in  foreign  countries.  Mifllonaries, 
catechifms,  liturgies,  and  other  books  for  the  in- 
ftruflion  of  ignorant  people,  were  lent  to  the  Eng- 
lilh  colonies,  in  America^  This  laudable  dcfign 
was  fupported-by  voluntary  contribution  •,  and  the 
bill  having  bctn  bmught  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, for  the  better  difcovery  of  eftates  given  to 
fuperftitious  ufes,  Dr.  Bray  prefented  a  petition, 
praying,  that  fome  part  of  theie  eftates  might  be 
let  apart  fr;r  th*»  propagation  of  the  reform  ci  reli- 
gion in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Leeward 
iilands.  About  this  period,  a  Ibciety  for  the  re- 
formation of  manners  was  formed  under  the  king's 

coun- 
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countenance  and  encouragement.  Confiderable  A- c- l6s>8' 
collections  were  made  for  maintaining  clergymen  to 
read  prayers  at  certain  hours  in  places  of  public 
vvorfliip,  and  adminifter  the  facrament  every  Sun- 
day.  The  members  of  this  fociety  refolved  to  in- 
form the  magistrates  of  all  vice  and  immorality 
that  mould  fall  under  their  cognizance  ;  and  with 
that  part  of  the  fines,  allowed  by  law  to  the  infor^ 
mer,  conftitute  a  fund  of  charity.  The  bufineis 
of  the  feflion  being  terminated,  the  king,  on  the 
third  day  of  July,  prorogued  the  parliament,  after 
having  thanked  them  in  a  fhort  fpeech  for  the  many 
teftimonies  of  their  affection  he  had  received  ;  and 
in  two  days  after  the  prorogation  it  was  diiibl- 
vedf. 

In  the  month  of  January,  the  earl  of  Portland  The  eari  of 
had  fet  out  on  his  embafiy  to  France,  where  he  was  Jj£'lJf«SI 
received  with  very  particular  marks  of  diftinction.  pioym:nt». 
He  made  a  public  entry  into  Paris  with  fuch  mag- 
nificence as  is  faid  to  have  aftonimed  the  French 
nation.  He  interceded  for  the  proteftants  in  that 
kingdom,  againft  whom  the  perfecution  had  been 
renewed  with  redoubled  violence :  he  propofed 
that  king  James  mould  be  removed  to  Avignon, 
in  which  cafe  his  matter  would  fupply  him  with  an 
honourable  penfion  :  but  his  remonftrances  on  both 
iubjects  proved  ineffectual.  Lewis,  howevc:-,  in  a 
private  conference  with  him  at  Marli,  is  luppofed 
to  have  communicated  his  project  of  the  partition- 
treaty.  The  earl  of  Portland,  at  his  re: turn  to 
England,  finding  himfelf  totally  eclipfed  in  the. 
king's  favour,  by  Keppel,  now  created  earl  of  Albe- 
marle,  ivfigned  his  employments  in  difguft  j  nor 

f  On  the  fifth   day  of  January,  a  with  the  new  gallery,  counc'1-cham- 

fire  breaking  out  at  Whitehall,  through  ber,  and  fcveral  alining  apaitment»> 

the   care'efsaefs   of  a  Jaundrefs,  the  was  intirely  confumed  ;   but  the  han- 

wkals  body  of  the  palace,    together  quet'.h^-hj-ft;  was  not  afFeilcd. 

M  x  could 
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A,C.  i69t.  coui(i  the  king's  follicitations  prevail  upon  him  to 
refume  any  office  in  the  houfhold  :  though  he  pro- 
rnifed  to  ierve  his  majefty  in  any  other  fliape,  and 
was  foon  employed  to  negotiate  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion. If  this  nobleman  mifcarried  in  the  purpofes 
of  his  laft  embafly  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  the 
agents  of  France  were  equally  unfuccefsful  in  their 
endeavours  to  retrieve  their  commerce  with  Eng- 
land, which  the  war  had  interrupted.  Their  com- 
mifiary  fent  over  to  London  with  powers  to  regu- 
late the  trade  between  the  two  nations,  met  with  in- 
fuperable  difficulties.  The  parliament  had  bur- 
thened  the  French  commodities  with  heavy  duties, 
which  were  already  appropriated  to  different  ufes  ; 
and  the  channel  of  trade  was  in  many  refpects  en- 
tirely altered.  The  Englifh  merchants  fupplied 
the  nation  with  wines  from  Italy,  Spain,  and  Por- 
tugal, with  linen  from  Holland  and  Silefia  ;  and 
manufactures  of  paper,  hats,  fluffs,  and  filks,  had 
been  fet  up  and  fuccefsfully  carried  on  in  England, 
by  the  French  refugees. 

The  king  By  this  time  a  ferment  had  been  raifed  in  Scot- 
the  land,  by  the  oppofition  and  difcouragements  their 


-  new  company  had  fullained.  They  had  employed 
agents  in  England,  Holland,  and  Hamburgh,  to 
receive  lubicriptions.  The  adventurers  in  Eng- 
land were  intimidated  by  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  in  parliament  againft  the  Scottifh  com- 
pany. The  Dutch  Eaft-India  company  took  the 
alarm,  and  exerted  all  their  intereit  to  prevent  their 
countrymen  from  iubfcribing  ;  and  the  king  per- 
mitted  his  rcfident  at  Hamburgh  to  prefent  a  me- 
morial againit  the  Scottifli  company,  to  the  fenate 
of  that  city.  The  parliament  of  Scotland  being 
aiTtrmbled  by  the  earl  of  Marchmont  as  king's  com- 
iniflioner,  the  company  prefented  it  with  a  remon- 
ilrance,  containing  a  detail  of  their  grievances, 
arifing  from  the  conduft  of  the  Englifh  houfe  of 

com- 
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commons,  as  well  as  from  the  memorial  prefented  A- c'  »«?*. 
by  the  king's  minifter  at  Hamburgh,  in  which  he 
.actually  diibwned  the  aft  of  parliament  and  letters- 
patent    which     had    pafled   in  their   favour,  and 
threatened  the  inhabitants   of  that  city  with  his 
majefty's  refentment,  in  cafe  they  mould  join  the 
Scots  in  their  undertaking.     They  reprefented,  that 
fuch  inftances  of  interpofition  had  put  a  flap  to  the 
fubfcriptions  in  England  and  Hamburgh,  hurt  the 
credit  of  the  company,  difcouraged  the  adventurers, 
and  threatened  the  intire  ruin  of  a  defign  in  which 
all  the  moft  confiderable  families  of  the  nation  were 
deeply  engaged.     The   parliament   having  taken 
their  cafe  into  confederation  lent  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  reprefenting  the   hardfhips  to  which  the 
company  had   been   expofed,   explaining  how  far 
the  nation  in  general  was  concerned  in  the  defign, 
and  intreating  that  he  would  take  fuch  meafures  as 
might  effectually  vindicate  the  undoubted  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  company.     This  addrefs  was 
feconded  by  a  petition  from  the   company  itfelf, 
praying,  that  his  majelty  would  give  fome  intima- 
tion  to  the  fenate  of  Hamburgh,  permitting  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city  to  renew  the  fubfcriptions 
they  had  withdrawn :  that,  as   a  gracious  mark  of 
his  royal  favour  to  the  company,  he  would  beftovv 
upon  them  two  fmall  frigates,  then  lying  ufelefs  in 
the  harbour  of  Burntifland  :  and  that,  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  obftrudtions  they  had  encountered,  he 
would  continue  their  privileges  and  immunities,  for 
fuch  longer  time  as  mould  It-em  reasonable  to  his 
majefty.     Though   the   commifiioner   was  wholly 
devoted  to  the  king,  who  had  actually  relblved  to 
ruin   this  company,  he  could   not  appeafe  the  re- 
fentment of  the  nation ;  and  the  heats   in  parlia- 
ment became  fo  violent,  that  he  was  obliged  to  acfc 
journ  to  the  fifth  day  of  November.  In  this  interval, 
M  the 
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A.C.  ;69s.  the  directors  of  the  company  underftanding  from 
their  agent  at  Hamburgh,  that  the  addrels  of  the 
parliament,  and  their  own  petition,  had  produced 
no  effect  in  their  favour ;  they  wrote  a  letter  of 
compkint  to  the  lord  Seafield,  fecrerary  of  flate, 
oblerving,  that  they  had  received  repeated  af- 
furances  of  the  king's  having  given  orders  to  his 
reiident  at  Hamburgh  touching  their  memorial  i 
and  intreating  the  interpofition  of  his  lordfhip,  that 
juftice  might  be  done  to  the  company.  The  fe- 
cretary,  in  his  anfwcr,  promifed  to  take  the  firft 
convenient  opportunity  of  representing  the  affair  to 
his  majeily  •,  but  he  laid  this  could  not  be  imme- 
diately expected,  as  the  king  was  much  engaged 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Engiifh  parliament.  This  de- 
claration the  directors  coniidered,  as  it  really  was, 
a  mere  evaiion,which  helped  to  alienate  the  minds  of 
that  people  from  the  king's  perfon  and  government. 
R.ta»barki  King  William  at  this  time  revolved  in  his  own 

fpr  Holland.  P         .  - 

mind  a  project  of  far  greater  ccnfequence  to  the  m- 
tcr-ft  of  Europe  -,  namely,  that  of  fettling  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  which  in  a  little  time 
would  be  vacated  by  the  death  of  Charles  II.  whole 
conftitution  was  already  exhaufted.  He  had  been 
lately  induced  to  extremity,  and  his  fuuation  was 
no  fooner  known  in  France,  than  Lewis  detached  a 
fquadron  towards  Cadiz,  with  orders  to  intercept 
the  plate  fleet,  in  cafe  the  king  of  Spain  mould  die 
before  its  arrival.  William  lent  another 'fleet  to 
protect  the  galleons ;  but  it  arrived  too  late  for 
that  fervice,  and  tne  nation  loudly  exclaimed 
jigainft  the  tardinefs  of  the  equipment.  His  ca- 
tholic majefty  recovered  from  his  diforder,  con- 
trary to  the 'expectation  of  his  people;  but  con- 
tinued in  fuch  an  enfeebled  and  precarious  ftate  of 
health,  that  a  relnpfc  w-.is  every  moment  apprehend- 
C^l?  In  the  latter  end  of  July,  king  William  em- 
barked, 
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barked  for  Holland,  on  pretence  of  enjoying  a  re-A-  c- 16*3« 
cefs  from  bufinefs,  which  was  necefTary  to  his  con- 
ftitution.  He  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  with- 
draw himfelf  for  forne  time  from  a  kingdom  in 
which  he  had  been  expofed  to  fuch  opposition  and 
chagrin.  But  the  real  motives  of  his  voyage  was  a 
dcfign  of  treating  with  the  French  king,  .remote 
from  the  obfervation  of  thole  who  might  have  pe- 
netrated into  the  nature  of  his  negotiation.  He 
had  appointed  a  regency  to  govern  the  kingdom 
in  his  abfehce,  and,  as  one  of  the  number,  nomi- 
nated the  earl  of  Marl  borough,  who  had  regained 
his  favour,  and  been  conftituted  governor  to  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter.  At  his  majeity's  departure, 
fealed  orders  were  left  with  the  miniilry,  directing, 
that  fixteen  thoufand  men  mould  be  retained  in 
the  fervice,  notwithftanding  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mons, by  which  the  (landing  army  was  limited  to 
ten  thoufand.  He  aMcdged,  that  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  troubles  which  might  arife  at  the  death  of 
king  Charles,  induced  him  ro  tranfgrefs  this  limi- 
tation ;  and  he  hoped,  that  the  new  parliament 
would  be  more  favourable.  His  enemies,  how- 
ever, made  a  frefh  handle  of  this  ftep  to  depreciate 
his  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Having  afiifted  at  the  afTembly  of  the  ftates- Firft*reat!r 
general,  and  given  audience  to  divers  arnbafiidors0* pailJ 
at  the  Hague,  he  repaired  to  his  houfe  at  Loo,  at- 
tended by  the  earls  of  Eflfcx,  Portland,  and  Selkirk. 
There  he  was  vifited  by  count  Tallard  the  French 
miniiler,  who  had  inltru&ions  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  concerning  the  Spanifh  fuccefiion.  The  earl 
of  Portland,  by  his  majcfty's  order,  had  communi- 
cated to  fecretary  Vernon  the  principal  conditions 
which  the  French  king  propofed  :  he  himfelf  wrote 
a  letter  to  lord  chancellor  Somers,  'defiring  nis  ad- 
-vice  with  regarcito  the.  proportions,  and  full  powers 
under  the  great  teal,  with  blanks  to  be  filled  up 
M  4. 
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A.  c.j69?.occaflonaiiyj  that  he  might  immediately  begin  the 
treaty  with  count  Tallard.  At  the  lame  time  he 
ftrictiyinjoined  fecrecy.  The  purport  of  Portland's 
letter  was  imparted  to  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Mr.  Montague,  Avho  confuked  with  the  chancellor 
and  Vernon  upon  the  fubject ;  and  the  chancellor 
wrote  an  anfwer  to  the  king,  as  the  ifiue  of  their 
joint  deliberation  :  but,  before  it  reached  his  ma- 
jefty,  the  firil  treaty  of  partition  was  figned  by  the 
earl  of  Portland  and  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon.  The 
contracting  powers  agreed,  That  in  cafe  the  king 
of  Spain  mould  die  without  ifiue,  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  with  the  places  depending  on 
the  Spanifh  monarchy,  and  fituated  on  the  coaft 
of  Tufcany,  or  the  adjacent  ifiands,  the  marquifate 
of  Final,  the  province  of  Guipufcoa  i  all  places  on 
the  French  fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  the  other 
mountains  of  Navarre,  Alva,  or  Bifcay,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  province  of  Guipufcoa,  with  all  the 
fhips,  vefifels,  and  flores,  mould  devolve  upon  the 
dauphin,  in  confideration  of  his  right  to  the  crown 
of  Spain,  which,  with  all  its  other  dependencies, 
fhould  defcend  to  the  electoral  prince  of  Bavaria,  un- 
der the  guardianfliip  of  his  father :  That  the  dutchy 
of  Milan  mould  be  fettled  on  the  emperor's  fecond 
fon  the  archduke  Charles  :  That  this  treaty  mould 
be  communicated  to  the  emperor  and  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  by  the  king  of  England  and  the  ftates- 
general :  That  if  either  mould  refufe  to  agree  to 
this  partition,  his  proportion  mould  remain  in  fe- 
queftration  untill  the  difpute  could  be  accommo- 
dated :  That  in  cafe  the  electoral  prince  of  Bavaria 
fhould  die  before  his  father,  then  the  elector  and 
his  other  heirs  mould  fucceed  him  in  thofe  domi- 
nions ;  and,  mould  the  arch-duke  reject  the  dutchy 
of  Milan,  they  agreed  that  it  mould  be  fcqueftered 
and  governed  by  the  prince  of  Vaudemont.  It 
may  be  necefTary  to  obferve,  that  Philip  IV.  father 

to 
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to  the  prefent  king  of  Spain,  had  fettled  his  crown  A  c- 169*« 
by  will  on  the  emperor's  children  :  that  the  dauphin 
was  fon  to  Maria-Therefa,  daughter  of  the  fame 
monarch,  whofe  right  to  the  fuccefiion  Lewis  had 
renounced  in  the  moft  folemn  manner :  as  for  the 
electoral  prince  of  Bavaria,  he  was  grandfon  to  a 
daughter  of  Spain.  This  treaty  of  partition  was 
one  of  the  moft  impudent  fchemes  of  encroachment 
that  tyranny  and  injuftice  ever  planned.  Lewis, 
who  had  made  a  practice  of  facrificing  all  ties  of 
honour  and  good  faith,  to  the  intereft  of  his  pride, 
vanity,  and  ambition,  forefaw  that  he  mould  never 
be  able  to  accomplifh  his  defigns  upon  the  crown  of 
Spain,  while  William  was  left  at  liberty  to  form 
another  confederacy  againft  them.  He  therefore 
refolved  to  amufe  him  with  a  treaty,  in  which  he 
fliould  feem  to  act  as  umpire  in  the  concerns  of 
Europe.  He  knew  that  William  was  too  much  of 
a  politician  to  be  reftricted  by  notions  of  private 
juftice  j  and  that  he  would  make  no  fcruple  to  in- 
fringe the  laws  of  particular  countries,  or  even  the 
rights  of  a  fingle  nation,  when  the  baknce  of 
power  was  at  flake.  He  judged  right  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  king  'of  England  lent  a  willing  ear 
to  his  propofals,  and  engaged  in  a  plan  for  difmem- 
bring  a  kingdom,  in  defpite  of  the  natives,  and  in 
violation  of  every  law  human  or  divine. 

While  the  French  king  cajoled  William  with  this  intrigues  of 
negotiation,  the   marquis  d'Harcourt,  his  ambaf-  fj^ourfof 
fador  at  Spain,  was  engaged  in  a  game  of  a  diffe-  Madrid, 
rent  nature  at  Madrid.     The  queen  of  Spain  fuf- 
pecting  the  defigns  of  France,  exerted  all  her  in- 
tereft in  behalf  of  the  king  of  the  Romans,  to  whom 
fhe  was  nearly  related.    She  new-  modelled  the  coun- 
cil, beftowed  the  government  of  Milan  on  prince 
Vaudemont,  and  cftablimed   the   prince  of  Heflc 
d'Armftadt   as    viceroy  of  Catalonia.     Notwith- 

flanding 
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A.C.  .698  Banding  all  her  efforts,  me  could  not  prevent  the 
French  minifler  from  acquiring  fome  influence  in 
the  Spaniih  councils.  He  was  inftrufbed  to  pro- 
cure the  fuccefflon  of  the  crown  for  one  of  the 
dauphin's  ions,  or  at  leaft  to  hinder  it  from  devolv- 
ing upon  the  emperor's  children.  With  a  view  to 
give  weight  to  his  negotiations,  the  French  king 
ordered  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  to  advance 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Catalonia  and  Navarre, 
while  a  great  number  of  mips  and  gallies  cruifed 
along  the  coaft,  and  entered  the  harbours  of  Spain. 
Harcourt  immediately  began  to  form  his  party:  he 
reprefcnted,  that  Philip  IV.  had  no  power  to  dif- 
pofe  of  his  crown,  againft  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
the  conftitution  of  the  realm  :  that,  by  the  order  of 
fucceffion,  the  crown  ought  to  defcend  to  the  chil- 
dren of  his  daughter,  in  preference  to  more  diftant 
relations :  that,  if  the  Spaniards  would  declare  in 
favour  of  the  dauphin's  fecond  fon  the  duke  of 
AnjOu,  they  might  train  him  up  in  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  their  country.  When  he  found 
them  averfe  to  this  propofal,  he  aiTured  them  his 
mailer  would  approve  of  the  electoral  prince  of  Bava- 
ria, rather  than  confent  to  the  fucceiiion's  devolv- 
ing upon  a  fon  of  the  emperor.  Nay,  he  hinted, 
that  if  they  would  chute  a  ibvereign  among  them- 
felves,  they  might  depend  upon  the  protection  of 
his  rmfl  chriilian  majefty,  who  had  no  other  view 
than  that  of  preventing  the  houfe  of  Auftria  from 
becoming  too  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
The  (ju'ren  of  Spain  having  diicovered  the  intrigues 
of  his  minifter,  conveyed  the  king  to  Toledo,  on 
,  pretence  that  the  air  of  Madrid  was  prejudicial  to 
his  health.  Harcourt  immediately  took  the  alarm. 
He  fuppofed  her  intention  was  to  prevail  upon  her 
hufbfliv.l,  in  his  folitude,  to  confirm  the  laft  will  of 
his  father  :  and  his  doubts  were  all  removed,  when 

he 
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•he  underftood  that  the  count  de  Harach,  the  Im- A-c>  l6s*- 
perial  ambaffador,  had  privately  repaired  to  Toledo. 
He  forthwith  took  the  fame  road,  pretending  to 
have  received  a  memorial  from  his  matter,  with  a 
pofitive  order  to  deliver  it  into  the  king's  own 
hand.  He  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the 
management  of  foreign  affairs  had  been  left  to  the 
care  of  cardinal  Corduba  at  Madrid,  and  that  the 
king's  health  would  not  permit  him  to  attend  to 
bufinefs.  The  purport  of  the  memorial  was,  ,an 
offer  of  French  forces  to  alFiil  in  raifing  the  fiege  of 
Ceuta  in  Barbary,  which  the  Moors  had  lately  un- 
dertaken :  but  this  offer  was  civilly  declined.  Har- 
court,  not  yet  difconraged,  redoubled  his  efforts 
at  Madrid,  and  found  means  to  engage  cardinal 
Portocarrero  in  the  interefts  of  his  mafl'er..  In  the 
mean  time,  Lewis  concluded  an  aiikrnce  with  Sweden, 
under  the  pretext  of  preferving  and  fecuring  the 
common  peace,  by  Inch  means  as  fiiould  be  judged 
mod  proper  and  convenient.  During  th^fe  tranf- 
actions,  king  William  was  not  \vanring  in  his  en- 
deavours to  terminate  the  war  of  Hungary,  v/hlch 
had  raged  fifteen  years  without  mtermifTion.  About: 
tht-  middle  of  Auguft,  lord  Pag-t  and  Mr.  Colliers, 
ambaffadors  from  lingland  and  Holland,  arrived  in 
the  Turkifh  camp  near  -Belgrade ';  and  a  ccngrefa 
bfing  opened  under  their  mediation,  the  peace  of 
Oarlowitz  was  figned  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of 
January.  By  this  treaty,  the  emperor  remained  in 
poflcffion  of  all  his  conquefls  -,  Caminiekv  was  re- 
ftored  to  the  Poles;  all  the  Morea  with  leveral  for-- 
treffes  in  Dalmatia,  were  ceded  to  the  Venetians ; 
and  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  retained  Azoph  during  a 
truce  of  two  years  :  fo  that  the  Turks  by  this  paci- 
fication loft  great  part  of  their  European  dominions. 
The  cardinal  primate  of  Poland,  who  had  ftrcnu- 
oufly  adhered  to  the  prince  of  Conti,  war,  prevailed 
uj^on  to  acknowledge  Auguflus ;  and  die  commo- 

tions 


172  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1698.^008  in  Lithuania  being  appeafed,  peace  was  efta- 
blifhed  throughout  all  Chriftendom. 

1°  the  beginning  of  December,  the  king  arrived 
jn  England,    where  a  new  parliament   had  been 
chpfen,  and  prorogued  on  account  of  his  majefty's 
abfence,  prolonged  by  contrary  winds,  and  tempef- 
tuous  weather.  His  miniftry  had  been  at  very  little 
pains  to  influence  the  elections,  which  generally  fell 
upon  men  of  revolution-principles,  though  they  do 
not  feem  to  have  been  much  devoted  to  the  per.fon 
of  their  fovereign  ;  yet  their  choice  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lyttleton  for  fpeaker,  feemed  to  prefage  a  fefiion 
favourable  to  the  miniftry.     The  two  houfes  being 
convened  on  the  fixth  day  of  December,  the  king, 
in  his  fpeech,  oblerved,  That  the  fafety,   honour, 
and   happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  would  in  a  great 
meafure    depend   upon   the   ftrenjgth  which  they 
fhould  think  proper  to  maintain  by  fea  and  land. 
He  defired  they  would  make  fome  further  progrefs 
in  difcharging  the  national  debt,  contrive  effectual 
expedients  for  employing  the  poor,  pafs  good  bills 
for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  the  difcourage- 
ment  of  profanity  j  and  act  with  unanimity  and  dif- 
patch.      The   commons  of  this  new   parliament 
were  fo  irritated  at  the  king's  prefuming  to  main- 
tain a  greater  number  of  troops  than  their  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  voted,  that  they  refolved  he  mould  feel 
the  weight  of  their  difpleafure.     They  omitted  the 
common  compliment  of  an  addrefs  :  they  refolved 
that  all  the  forces  of  England,  in  Englifh  pay,  ex- 
ceeding feven  thoufand  men,   mould  be  forthwith 
difbanded ;  as  alfo  thofe  in  Ireland,  exceeding  twelve 
thoufand ;  and  that   thofe  retained   mould   be  his 
majefty's  natural  born  fubjects.  A  bill  was  brought 
in  on  thefe  refolutions,  and  profecuted  with  peculiar 
eagernefs,  to  the  unfpeakable  mortification  of  king 
William,   who  was  not  only  extremely  fenfibte  of 
the  affront,  but  alfo  particularly  chagrined  to  fee 

him- 
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himfelf  difabled  from  maintaining  his  Dutch  guards, A- c-  »*9*f 
and  the  regiments  of  French  refugees,  to  which  he 
was  uncommonly  Attached.  Before  the  meeting  of 
the  parliament,  the  miniftry  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  they  mould  be  able  to  procure  a  vote  for  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand  men ;  but  they  would  not  undertake 
for  a  greater  number.  He  profefied  himfelf  difla- 
tisfied  with  the  propofal,  obferving,  that  they  might 
as  well  difband  the  whole,  as  leave  fo  few.  The 
minifters  would  not  run  the  rifque  of  lofmg  all  their 
credit,  by  propofing  a  greater  number  -,  and  hav- 
ing received  no  directions  on  this  fubject,  fat  filent 
when  it  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Such  was  the  indignation  of  William,  kindled  He  isobfcv 
by  this  conduit  of  his  miniftry  and  his  parliament,  ^<°  fjjd 
that  he  threatened  to  abandon  the  government ;  and  Suuh  " 
had  actually  penned  a  fpeech  to  be  pronounced  to  suardf- 
both  houfes  on  that  occafion :  but  he  was  diverted 
from  this  purpofe  by  his  miniftry  and  confidents, 
and  refolved  to  pafs  the  bill  by  which  he  had  been 
fo  much  offended.  Accordingly,  when  it  was  ready 
for  the  royal  afTent,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
where  having  fent  for  the  commons,  he  told  them, 
that  although  he  might  think  himfelf  unkindly 
ufecl,  in  being  deprived  of  his  guards,  which  con- 
ftantly  had  attended  him  in  all  his  actions,  yet  as 
he  believed  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  the  na- 
tion, than  any  diftruftor  jealoufy  between  him  and 
his  parliament,  he  was  come  to  pafs  the  bill,  ac- 
cording to  their  defire.  At  the  fame  time>  for  his 
own  j unification,  and  in  difcharge  of  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  him,  he  declared,  that  in  his  judgment  the 
nation  was  left  too  much  expofed  ;  and  that  it  was 
incumbent  upon  them  to  provide  fuch  a  ftrength 
as  might  be  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
dom. They  thanked  him  in  an  addrefs,  for  this 
undeniable  proof  of  his  readinefs  to  comply  with  the 
riefires  of  his  parliament.  They  aflured  him,  he 
5  fhonld 
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A.  c.  1698.  fhould  never  have  reafon  to  think  the  common?: 
were  undutiful  or  unkind;  for  they  would,  on  all 
occafions,  ftand  by,  and  afiift  him  in  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  facred  perfon,  and  in  the  fupport  of  his 
government,  againil  all  his  enemies  whatsoever.  The 
lords  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  fame  effect  •,  and 
the  king  allured  both  houfes  he  entertained  no 
doubts  of  their  loyalty  and  affection.  He  forth- 
with irTued  orders  for  reducing  the  army  to  the 
number  of  feven  thoufand  men,  to  be  maintained 
in  England  under  the  name  of  guards  and  garrifons  ; 
and,  hoping  the  hearts  of  the  commons  were  now 
mollified,  he  made  another  effort  in  favour  of  his 
Dutch  guards,  whom  he  could  not  difmifs  without 
the  moft  fenfible  regret.  Lord  Ranelagh  was  fent 
with  a  written  meflage  to  the  commons,  giving  them 
to  underftand,  that  the  neceflary  preparations  were 
made  for  tranfporting  the  guards  who  came  with 
him  into  England,  and  that  they  mould  embark 
immediately,  unlefs,  out  of  confideration  to  him, 
the  houfe  mould  be  diipofed  to  find  a  way  for  con^ 
tinuing  them  longer  in  the  fervice ;  an  expedient 
which  his  majefty  would  take  very  kindly.  The 
commons,  inftead  of  complying  with  his  inclination, 
prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  profefled  un- 
fpeakable  grief,  that  he  mould  propote  any  thing 
to  which  they  could  not  confent  with  due  regard  to 
the  conftitution,  which  he  had  come  over  to  reftore, 
and  fo  often  hazarded  his  royal  perlbn  to  prelerve. 
They  reminded  him  of  the  declaration,  in  which  he 
had  promifed,  that  all  the  foreign  forces  fhould  be 
lent  out  of  the  kingdom.  Thsy  obferved,  that 
nothing  conduced  more  to  the  happinefs  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  than  an  intirc  confidence  between 
the  king  and  people,  which  could  no  way  be  fo 
firmly  eftablimed  as  by  intruding  his  facred  peifon 
with  his  own  fubjects,  who  had  Ib  eminently  figna- 
lized  themfelves  during  the  late  long  and  expenfive 

war. 
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war.  They  received  a  ibothing  anfwer  to  this  ad-  A« c-  l6s8' 
drefs,  but  remained  firm  to  their  purpofe,  in  which 
the  king  was  fain  to  acquiefce  -,  and  the  Dutch 
guards  were  tranfported  to  Holland.  At  a  time 
when  they  declared  themfelves  fo  well  pleafed  with 
their  deliverer,  fuch  an  oppofition  in  an  affair  of 
very  little  confequence,  favoured  more  of  clownifh 
obftinacy  than  of  patriotifm.  In  the  midftofall 
their  profeffions  of  regard,  they  entertained  a  na- 
tional prejudice  againft  himfelf  and  all  the  foreigners 
in  his  fervice.  Even  in  the  houfe  of  commons  his 
perfon  was  treated  with  great  difrefpect  in  virulent 
inlinuations.  They  fuggefted,  that  he  neither  loved 
nor  trulled  the  Englifh  nation  :  that  he  treated  the 
natives  with  the  moft  difagreeable  referve ;  and 
chofe  his  confidents  from  the  number  of  ftrangers 
that  furrounded  him  :  that  after  every  fefnon  of  par- 
liament, he  retired  from  the  kingdom  to  enjoy  an 
indolent  and  inglorious  privacy  with  a  few  favou- 
rites. Thefe  fuggeftions  were  certainly  true.  He 
was  extremely  difguiled  with  the  Engliih,  whom 
he  confidered  as  malicious,  ignorant,  and  ungrate- 
ful, and  he  took  no  pains  to  difguife  his  lenti- 
ments. 

The  commons  having  effected  a  diffolution  of  The  com- 
the  army,  voted   fifteen  thoufand  fcamen,   and  a  ™™  .ht" 
proportionable  fleet  for  thefecurity  of  the  kingdom,  kir-aga;r.ft 
and  granted  one  million  four  hundred  and  eighty-  the  Fa'llis> 
.  four  thoufand  fifteen  pounds,  for  the  fervices  of  the 
year,  to  be  raifed  by  a  tax  of  three  millings  in  the 
pound  upon  lands,  peribnal  eflates,  ptnfions,  and 
offices.     A  great  number  of  priefts  and  Roman  ca- 
tholics, who  had  been  frighted  away  by  the  revolu- 
tion, were  now  encouraged  by  the  treaty  of  Ryf- 
wick  to  return,  and  appeared  in  all  publick  places 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,   with  remarkable  ef- 
frontery.   The  enemies  of  the  government  whilper- 
ed  about,  that  the  treaty  contained  a  iecret  article 

in 
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A. c.  1698.  in  favour  of  thofewho  profefied  that  religion;  and, 
1bme  did  not  even  fcruple  to  infmuate,  that  William 
was  a  papift  in  his  heart.  The  commons,  alarmed 
at  the  number  and  infolence  of  thofe  religionifts, 
defired  the  king  in  an  addrefs  to  remove  by  procla- 
mation all  papifts  and  nonjurors,  from  the  city  of 
London  and  parts  adjacent,  and  put  the  Jaws  in 
execution  againft  them,  that  the  wicked  defigns 
they  were  always  hatching  might  be  effectually  dif- 
appointed.  The  king  gratified  them  in  their  re- 
queft  with  a  proclamation,  which  was  not  much  re- 
garded ;  but,  a  remarkable  law  was  enacted  againft 
papifts  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fefiion.  The 
old  Eaft-India  company,  about  this  period,  peti- 
tioned the  lower  houfe,  to  make  fome  provifion 
that  their  corporation  might  fubfiftfor  the  refidue  of 
the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  granted  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  charter  :  that  the  payment  of  the  five  pounds 
per  cent,  by  the  late  act  for  fettling  the  trade  to  the 
Eaft- Indies,  might  be  fettled  and  adjufted  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  not  to  remain  a  burthen  on  the  petitio- 
ners :  and,  that  fuch  further  confiderations  might 
be  had  for  their  relief,  and  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  Eaft-India  trade,  as  mould  be  thought  reafon- 
able.  A  bill  was  brought  in  upon  the  fubject  of 
this  petition  -,  but  rejected  at  the  fecond  reading. 
Difcontents  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  that  fome 

Bumet.       members  began  to  aflert,  they  were  net  bound  to 

Kcnnct.  ..,*-  .  \-ctr  i- 

Lambe.ty.    maintain  the  votes  and  credit  or  the  former  parlia- 

T?ndliraas'  ment ;  and,  upon  this  maxim  would  have  contri- 

Kaiph.'       buted  their  intereft  towards  a  repeal  of  the  act  made 

in  favour  of  the  new  company  :  but  fuch  a  icheme 

was  of  too  dangerous  conlequence  to  the  public 

credit,  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  pariia-    That  fpirit  of  peeviftinefs  which  could  not  begra- 

"Culdpr°"  t^e<^  w^k  l^s  kc"frce>  produced  an  inquiry  into 

the  management  of  naval  affairs,  which  was  aimed 

at  the  earl  of  Orfbrd,  a  nobleman  whole  power  gave 

umbrage, 
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Umbrage,  and  whofe  wealth  excited  envy.  Fie  A  c- 1£9 
officiated  both  as  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  lorcl- 
commifiioner  of  the  admiralty,  and  feemed  to  have 
forgot  the  fphere  from  which  he  had  rifen  to  title 
and  office.  The  commons  drew  up  an  addreft, 
complaining  of  iome  unimportant  articles  of  mil- 
management  in  the  condudb  of  the  navy  ;  and  the 
earl  was  wife  enough  to  avoid  further  profecution, 
by  refigning  his  employments.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  May  the  king  doled  the  feffion,  with  a  fhort 
fpeech,  hinting  difiatisfaclion  at  their  having  ne- 
glected to  confider  fome  points  which  he  had  recom- 
mended to  their  attention  •,  and  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  to  the  firft  of  June  -f.  In  a  little  time 
after  this  prorogation,  his  majefty  appointed  a  re- 
gency J  ;  and  on  the  iecond  day  of  June  embarked 
for  Holland. 

In   Ireland  nothing  of  moment  was   tranfhcled.  The  Sc«: 
The    parliament  of  •  that  kingdom  paffcd  an    act  paVmTk. 
for    raifing   one    hundred   and    twenty    thoufand a  rerf^raen 
pounds,  on  lands,  tenements,   and  hereditaments,  muloVbal 
to  defray  the  expence  of  maintaining  twelve  thou- rien» 
fand  men  who  had  been  voted  by  the  commons  of 
England  :  then  the  afTembly  was  prorogued.     A 
new  commiffion  afterwards  arrived  at  Dublin,  con- 
flituting  the  duke  of  Bolton,    the  earls  of  Berkley 

f  About  th»  latter  end  of  March  chamberlain;  the  earl  of  Manchester, 

the  carl  of  Warwick  and  lord  Mohun  was  fent  arnbaftador  extraordinary   to 

were  tried  by  their  peers  in  Weftmin-  France;  the  earl  of  Pembroke    was 

fter-hall   for  the   murder   of   capta'n  declared  Jord-prefident  of  the  coun- 

Richard   Cootc,  who  had   been  killed  cil ;  and  the  lord  vifcount  Lonfdale, 

in   a    midnight  combat  of    thres  on  kserer  of  '.he  priw-fcal 

«ach  fide.       Warwick  was  found  guil-  J  Confiftrng  of  the  Jord- chancellor, 

ty  of  manflaughter,    and   Mohun  ac-  the  lord-prefident,  the  lord  priry-ftal, 

quitted  the  lord  ftewardof  the  houfhold,   the 

Villier?,    ea-1    of  Jsrfey,  who  hjd  tarl  of  Briogwater,  firft  commiirioner 

been  fcnt  ambaiTador  to  Francs,    was  cfthe   admira'tv,   the  earl  of  Mai Ibo- 

apco:nted    fecretary  of  ft»te,    in    the  rough,  the  ear!  «i   Jerfey,  »nd   Mr. 

ri>cm   of  the    cuke   of    Shrewsbury.  Montague, 
This     nobleman    was     created    lord 

Nw.  b'4,  N  and 
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A.  c.  i699.  ancj  Galway,  lord-juftices  of  Ireland.  The  clamour 
in  Scotland  increafed  againft  the  miniflry,  which 
had  difowned  their  company,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  defeated  the  defign  from  which  they  had  pro- 
mifed  themfelves  fuch  heaps  of  treafure.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  difcouragements  to  which  their  com- 
pany had  been  expofed,  they  fitted  out  two  oF  four 
large  mips  which  had  been  built  at  Hamburgh  for 
their  fervice.  They  were  loaded  with  a  cargo  for 
traffic,  with  fome  artillery  and  military  flores;  and 
the  adventurers  embarking,  to  the  number  of 
twelve  hundred,  they  failed  from  the  frith  of  Edin- 
burgh with  fome  tenders,  on  the  feventeenth  day 
of  July  in  the  preceding  year.  At  Madera  they 
took  in  a  fu.pply  of  wine,  and  then  fleered  to 
i  Crab-ifland  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Thomas, 
lying  between  Santa  Cruz  and  Porto  Rico.  Their 
defign  was  to  take  poffefiion  of  this  little  ifland  ; 
but,  when  they  entered  the  road,  they  faw  a  large 
tent  pitched  upon  the  llrand,  and  the  Danifh  co- 
lours flying.  Finding  themfelves  anticipated  in 
this  quarter,  they  directed  their  courfe  to  the  coaft 
of  Darien,  where  they  treated  with  the  natives  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  their  colony,  and  taking  pof- 
fefiion of  the  ground,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Caledonia,  began  to  execute  their  plan  of  erect- 
ing a  town  under  the  appellation  of  New  Edin- 
burgh, by  the  direction  of  their  council,  confiding 
of  Paterfon  the  projector,  and  fix  other  directors. 
They  had  no  fooner  completed  their  fettlement, 
than  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king,  containing  a 
detail  of  their  proceedings-  They  pretended  they 
had  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the 
French  intended  to  make  a  fettlement  on  that  coaft  ; 
and  that  their  colony  would  be  the  means  of  pre- 
venting the  evil  confequences  which  might  arife  to 
his  majefty's  kingdom  and  dominions  from  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a  fcheme,  They  acknowledged  his 
4  goodnef* 
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goodnefs  in  granting  thofe  privileges  by  which  their  A-  c-  »699. 
company  was  eftabljilied-,  and  they  implored  the 
continuance  of  his  royal  favour  and  protection,  as 
they  had  punctually  adhered  to  the  conditions  of 
the  aft  of  parliament,  and  the  patent  they  had  ob- 
tained. 

By  this  time,  however,  the  king  was  refolved  to  which, 
cruih  them  effectually.  He  underftood  than  the  J^"' 
greater  part  of  their  provifions  had  been  confumed  compelled 
before  they  fet  fail  from  Scotland,  and  forefaw  that to  abandont 
they  muft  be  reduced  to  a  ftarving  condition,  if  not 
fupplied  from  the  Englifh  colonies.  That  they 
might  be  debarred  of  all  iuch  afliftance,  he  lent  or- 
ders to  the  governors  of  Jamaica,  and  the  other 
Englim  fettlcments  in  America,  to  ifiue  proclama- 
tions, prohibiting,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  all 
his  majefty's  fubjects  from  holding  any  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Scottim  colony,  or  ailifting  it  in 
anyihape,  with  arms,- ammunition,  orproviiion,  on 
pretence  that  they  had  not  communicated  their  de- 
fign  to  his  majefty,  but  had  peopled  Darien,  in 
violation  of  the  peace  fiibfitling  between  him  and 
his  allies.  Their  colony  was,  doubdefs,  a  very 
dangerous  incroachment  upon  the  Spaniards,  as 
it  would  have  commanded  the  pafTage  between 
Porto- Bclb  and  Panama,  and  divided  the  Span ifli 
empire  in  America.  1  he  French  king  complained 
of  the  invafion,  and  offered  to  fupply  the  court  of 
Madrid  with  a  fleet  to  diflodge  the  interlopers. 
Cclonna,  marquis  de  Canales,  the  Spanifli  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  London,  prclented  a  memo- 
rial to  king  William,  remonftrating  againlt  the  fer- 
tlernent  of  this  colony,  as  a  mark  of  difregard, 
and  a  breach  of  the  alliance  between  the  two  crowns  -, 
and  declaring,  that  his  matter  would  take  proper 
mcafures  againft  fuch  hoftilities.  The  ,Scots  af- 
firmed, that  the  natives  of  Darien  were  a  free  peo- 
ple, whom  the  .Spaniards  had  in  vain  attempted 
N  2  to 
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,659  to  fubdue  :  that  therefore  they  had  an  original  and 
incontrovertible  right  to  difpole  of  their  ov.'n  lands, 
part  of"  which  the  company  had  purchaied  for  a 
valuable  confideration.  But,  there  was  another 
caufe  more  powerful  than  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Spanim  court,  to  which  this  colony  fell  a  facrifice  : 
and  that  was  the  jealoiify  of  the  Englifh  traders  and 
planters.  Darien  was  faid  to  be  a  country  abound- 
ing with  gold,  which  would  in  a  little  time  enrich 
the  adventurers.  The  Scots  were  known  to  be  an 
cnterprifing  and  pertinacious  people  •,  and  their 
harbour  near  Golden- ifland  was  already  declared  a 
free- port.  The  Englifli  apprehended  that  their 
planters  would  be  allured  into  this  new  colony,  by 
the  double  profpecl:  of  finding  gold  and  plundering 
the  Spaniards  :  that  the  buccaneers  in  particular 
would  choofe  it  as  their  chief ^ refidence :  that  the 
plantations  of  England  would  be  deferted  :  that 
Darien  would  become  another  Algiers :  and,  that 
the  fettlement  would  produce  a  rupture  with  Spain, 
in  confequecce  of  which  the  Englifh  effecls  in  that 
kingdom  would  be  confiscated.  The  Dutch  too  a~e 
f.ucf  to  have  been  jealous  of  a  company,  which  in 
time  might  have  proved  their  competitors  in  their 
illicit  commerce  to  the  Spanifh  main,  and  to  have 
hardened  the  king's  heart  againfl  the  new  fettlers, 
whom  he  abandoned  to  their  fate,  notwithftanding 
the  repeated  petitions  and  remonilrances  of  their 
conftituents.  Famine  compelled  the  fir  ft  adven- 
turers to  quit  the  coaft  :  a  fecond  recruit  of  men 
and  provisions  were  fent  thither  from  Scotland  ; 
but,  one  of  their  ihips  laden  with  provifions  being 
btirned  by  accident,  they  likewife  deierted  the 
place  :  another  reinforcement  arrived,  and  being 
better  provided  than  the  two  former,  might  have 
maintained  their  footing  •,  but  they  were  ioon  di- 
vided into  factions  that  rendered  all  their  fchemes 
abortive.  The  Spaniards  advanced  againil  them  ; 

when 
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when  finding  themfelves  i'n.capable  of  withstanding  A- c>  l6W' 
the  enemy,  they  follicited  a  capitulation,  by  virtue 
of  which  they  were  permitted  to  retire.  Thus  va- 
nifhed  all  the  golden  dreams  of  the  Scottifh  nation, 
which  had  engaged  in  this  defign  with"  incredible 
eagernefs,  and  even  embarked  a  greater  fum  of 
money  than  ever  they  had  advanced  upon  any  other 
occaiion.  They  were  now  not  only  difappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  wealth  and  affluence,  but  a 
great  number  of  families  was  abfolutely  ruined  by 
the  mifcarriage  of  the  defign,  which  they  imputed 
folely  to  the  conduct  of  king  William.  The  whole 
kingdom  of  Scotland  feemed  to  join  in  the  clamour 
that  was  raifed  againft  their  ibvereign.  They  taxed 
him  with  double-dealing,  inhumanity,  and  bafe 
ingratitude,  to  a  peopb  who  had  lavifhed  their  trea- 
fure  and  belt  blood  in  fupport  of  his  government, 
and  in  the  gratification  of  his  ambition  -,  and  had 
their  power  been  equal  to  their  animofity,  in  all 
probability  a  rebellion  would  have  enfued. 

William,  mean  while,  enjoyed  himfelf  at  Loo,  Remon. 
where  he  was  vifited   by  the  duke  of  Zell,  with  JjJ^'jJ. 
whom  he  had  long  cultivated  an  intimacy  of  friend-  coln^oA 
fliip.     During  his  refidence  in  this  place,  the  earl  ^.e  ^Joa 
of  Portland  and  the  grand  penfionary  of  Holland,  ° 
frequently  conferred  with  the  French  ambafiador 
count  Tallard,  upon  the  fubjecT:  of  the  Spaniih  fuc- 
ceffion.     The  firft  plan  of  the  partition  being  de- 
feated by  the  death  of  the  young  prince  of  Bavaria, 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  concert  another,  and  be- 
gan a  private  negotiation  for  that  purpofe.     The 
court  of  Spain,  appriled  of  their  intention,  fent  a 
written  remonftrance  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  the  Englifh 
minifter  at  iMadrid,  expreffing  their  refentment  at 
this  unprecedented  method  of  proceeding,  and  de- 
firing  that  a  flop  might  be  put  to  thofe  intrigues, 
feeing  the  king  of  Spain  would  of  himfelf  take  tht; 
neceflary  fteps  for  preferving  the  public  tranquillity, 
N  3  in 
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A.  c.  i699.  jn  cafe  he  m0uld  die  without  heirs  of  his  body.     A 
reprefentation  of  the  fame  kind  was  made  to  the  mi- 
niflers  of  France  and  Holland-,  and  the  marquis  de 
Canales,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  at  London,  delivered 
a  memorial  to  the  lords  juftices,  couched  in  the 
moil  virulent  terms,  againit  this  tranfattion,  and 
even  appealing  from  the  king  to  the  parliament. 
This  Spaniard  was  pleafed  with  an  opportunity  to 
infult  king  William,  who  hated   his  perfon,   and 
had  forbid  him  the  court,  on  account  of  his  appear- 
ing covered  in  his  majefty's  prefence.  The  regency 
had  n6  fooner  communicated  this  paper  to  the  king, 
than  he  ordered  the  ambaffador  to  quit  the  king- 
dom in  eighteen  days,  and  to  remain  within  his 
own  houfe  till  the  time  of  his  departure.     He  was 
at  the  fame  time  given  to  underiland,  that  no  wri- 
ting would  be  received  from  him  or  any  of  his  do- 
meftics.     Mr.  Stanhope  was  directed  to  complain 
at  Madrid  of  the  affront  offered  to  his  mailer,  which 
he  filled  an  infolent  and  fancy  attempt  to   llir  up 
kdition  in  the  kingdom,  by  appealing  to  the  peo- 
ple and  parliament  of  England  againit  his  majefty. 
The  court  of  Spain  juflified  what  their  minifter  had 
done,  and  in  their  turn  ordered  Mr.  Stanhope  to 
leave  their  dcyninions.     Don  Bernardo  dc  Quiros, 
the  Spanifh  ambafiador  in  Holland,  prepared  a  me- 
morial on  the  fame  fubjeft,  to  the  States  general, 
•which,  however,  they  refufed  to   accept.     Thefe 
remonftrances  did  not  interrupt  the  negotiation,  in 
v/hich  Lewis  was  fo  eager,  that  he   complained  of 
William,  as  if  he  had  not  employed  his  whole  in- 
fluence in  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  fignify 
their  acceflion  to  the  articles  agreed  upon  by  France 
and  England  •,    but  his   Britannic   majefly  found 
means  to  remove  this  jealoufy. 

About  the  middle  of  Oilober  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  conferred  upon  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury 
the  office  of  chamberlain,  vacant  fmce  the  refigna- 

tiun 
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tion  of  Sunderland.     Mr.  Montague  at  the  fame  A-  c-  '699- 
period  refigned  his  feat  at  the  treafury- board,  to-Thecom- 
gether  with  the  chancellorfhip  of  the  exchequer,  "<">». ^rfift 
&.  ,       .-     c    .  ,  -V-     i      •  *  •       in  thcir  »•«- 

either  roreleemg  uncommon  difficulty  m  managing  foiumm  to 

a  honfe  of  commons,  after  they  had  been  difmirTed  ^"ify  the 
in  ill  humour,  or  dreading  the  intereft  of  his  ene- 
mies, who  might  procure  a  vote,    that   his  two 
places  were  inconfiftent.     The  king  opened   the 
lemon  of  parliament  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  .No- 
vember, with   a  long  i'peech,    advifing  a  further 
provifion  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  by  fea  and 
land,  and  the  repairs  of  fhips  and  fortifications  ;  ex- 
horting the  commons  to  make  good  the  deficiencies 
of  the  funds,  difcharge  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and 
provide  the  necefiary  fupplies.     He  recommended 
ibme  good  bill  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
and   punifhing  unlawful  and  clandeftine  trading ; 
and  exprefTed  a  defire,  that  fome  method  mould  be 
taken  for  employing  the  poor,  which  were  become 
a  burthen  to  the  kingdom.     He  allured  them,   his 
refolutions  were    to   countenance  virtue  and   dif- 
courage  vice  ;  and,  that  he  would  decline  no  diffi- 
culties and  dangers,  where  the  welfare  and  profpe- 
rity  of  the  nation  might  be  concerned.     He  con- 
cluded with  thefe  words,  "  Since  then   our  aims 
"  are  only  for  the  general  good,  let  us  act  with 
"  confidence  in  one  another  j   which  will  not  fail, 
"  withGod's  blefling,  to  make  me  a  happy  king,  and 
"  you  a  great  and  ftouriming  people."     The  com- 
mons were  now   become  wanton   in  their  difguft. 
Though  they  had  received  no   real  provocation, 
they  relblved  to  mortify  him  with  their  proceed- 
ings.    They  affected  to  put  odious  interpretations 
on  the  very  harmlefs   exprefiion  of,  "  Let  us  act 
"  with  confidence  in  one  another."     Inftead  of  an 
addrefs  of  thanks,  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom, 
they  prefented  a  fullen  remonftrance,  complaining, 
that  a  jealoufy  and  dilguft  had  been  raifed  of  their 
N  4  4uty 
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A-c- 1599- duty  and  affection;  and  dcfiring  he  would  flbew 
marks  of  his  high  difpieaiure  towards  all  perfons 
who  had  prefumed  to  mifreprelent  their  proceed- 
ings to  his  majefty.  He  declared  in  his  anfwer, 
that  no  psrfon  had  ever  dared  to  mifreprefent  their 
proceedings  ;  and,  that  if  any  mould  prefume  to 
impofe  upon  him  by  fuch  calumnies,  he  v/ould 
treat  them  as  his  worit  enemies. 

threl^i-0  The'houfe  was  not  iii  an  humour  to  be  appeafed 
ion  of «p-  with  foothing  promifes  and  proteftations :  they  de- 
termined to  didrefs  him,  by  profecuting  his  mini- 
fiers.  During  the  war  the  colonies  of  North- Ame- 
rica had  grown  rich  by  piracy.  One  Kidd,  the 
mafter  of  a  (loop,  undertook  to  fupprefs  the  pi- 
rates, provided  the  government  would  furnifh  him 
with  a  fhip  of  thirty  guns,  well  manned.  The 
board  of  admiralty  declaring,  that  fuch  a  number 
of  feamen  could  not  be  fpared  from  the  public  fer- 
vice,  Kidd  was  equipped  by  the  private  fubfcrip- 
tion  of  the  lord-chancellor,  the  duke  of  Shrevvfbury, 
the  earls  of  Romney,  Orford,  and  Bellamont,  Sir 
Edward  Harrifon,  and  colonel  Levingftone  of 
New-York.  The  king  promifed  to  contribute  one 
half  of  the  expence,  and  referved  to  himlelf  one 
tenth  of  the  profits;  but,  he  never  advanced  the 
money.  Kidd  being  thus  equipped,  and  provided 
witji  a  commimon  to  act  againft  the  French,  as 
well  as  to  make  v/ar  on  certain  pirates  therein  men- 
tioned by  name,  fet  fail  from  Plymouth  ;  but,  in- 
ftead  of  cruizing  on  the  coaft  of  America,  directed 
his  courfe  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  where  he  himfelf  turn- 
ed pirate,  and  took  a  rich  fhip  belonging  to  the 
Moors.  Having  divided  his  booty  with  his  crew, 
ninety  of  whom  left  him,  in  order  to  join  other  ad- 
venturers, he  burned  his  own  fhip,  and  failed  with 
his  prize  to  the  Weft-Indies.  There  he  purchaled 
a  Hoop,  in  which  he  fteered  for  North -America, 
Icavinc  part  of  his  men  in  the  prize  to  remain  in  one 

of 
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of  the  Leward-iflands,  until  they  fhould  receive  A- c- 169^* 
further  inflructions.  Arriving  on  the  coaft  of  New- 
York,  he  lent  one  Kmmet  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  earl  of  Bellamont,  the  governor  of  that  pro- 
vince, who  inveigled  him  into  a  negotiation,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  was  apprehended.  Then  his 
Jordfhip  fent  an  account  of  his  proceedings  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  defiring,  that  he  would  fend  for 
the  priibners  to  England,  as  there  was  no  law  in  that 
colony  for  puniihing  piracy  with  death,  and  the 
majority  of  the  people  favoured  that  practice.  The 
admiralty,  by  order  of  the  lords-juftices,  difpatched 
the  mip  Rochefter  to  bring  home  the  prifoners  and 
their  effects  •,  but,  after  having  been  tolled  for  fome 
time  with  tempeftuous  weather,  this  verTel  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Plymouth  in  a  fnattered  con- 
dition -,  and  the  incident  furnifhed  the  malcontents 
with  a  colour  to  paint  the  miniflry  as  the  authors 
and  abettors  of  a  piratical  expedition,  which  they 
wanted  to  fcreen  from  the  cognizance  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  old  Eaft-India  company  had  complained 
to  the  regency  of  the  capture  made  by  Kidd  in  the 
Eaft-lndies,  apprehending,  as  the  veflel  belonged 
to  the  Moors,  they  mould  be  expofed  to  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  Mogul.  In  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember this  fubject  was  brought  abruptly  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  a  motion  made,  That  the 
letters  patent  granted  to  the  earl  of  Bellamont  and 
others,  of  pirates  goods,  were  difhonourable  to  the 
king,  againil  the  law  of  nations,  contrary  to  the 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  land,  invafive  of  property, 
and  deftrudive  of  trade  and  commerce.  A  warm 
debate  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of  which  fome  mem- 
bers declaimed  with  great  bitternefs  againft  the 
chancellor  and  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury,  as  partners 
in  a  piratical  fcheme  ;  but  thefe  imputations  were 
refuted,  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. Not  but  that  they  might  have  juitly  itig- 

matized 
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A  c.  1699-matized  the  expedition  as  a  little  mean  adventure, 
in  which  thole  noblemen  had  embarked  with  a  view 
to  their  own  private  advantage. 

A  motion  While  this  affair  was  in  agitation  among  the 
Burnef*"1  commons,  the  attention  of  the  upper  houfe  was 
biftopof  employed  upon  the  cafe  of  Dr.  W'atfon,  bimop  of 
St.  David's.  This  prelate  was  fuppofed.to  have 
payed  a  valuable  coniideration  for  his  bifliopric ; 
and,  after  his  elevation,  had  fold  the  preferments 
in  his  gift,  with  a  view  of  being  reimburfed.  He 
was  a-ccufed  of  limony  ;  and,  after  a  folemn  hearing 
before  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury  and  fix  fuffra- 
gans,  convidted  and  deprived.  Then  he  pleaded 
his  privilege  :  fo  that  the  affair  was  brought  into 
the  houfe  of  lords,  who  refufed  to  own  him  as  a 
peer  after  he  had  ceaied  to  be  a  bifhop.  Thus  dif- 
appointed,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  court  of  dele-' 
gates,  by  whom  the  archbifnop's  fentence  was  con- 
firmed. The  next  effort  that  the  commons  made, 
with  a  view  of  mortifying  king  Willirm,  was  to  raile 
a  clamour  againft  Dr.  Burnet,  bifhop  of  Sarum. 
He  was  reprefented  in  the  houle  as  a  very  unfit 
preceptor  for  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  both  as  a 
Scottifh  man,  and  author  of  that  paftoral  letter 
which  had  been  burned  by  order  of  the  parliament, 
for  afferting,  that  William  had  a  right  to  the  crown 
from  conqueft.  A  motion  was  made  for  addreffing 
his  majefty,  that  this  prelate  might  be  difmifled 
from  his  employment,  but  rejected  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. Burnet  had  acted  with  uncommon  inte- 
grity in  accepting  the  truft.  He  had  declined  the 
office,  which  he  was  in  a  manner  forced  to  accept. 
He  hid  offered  to  refign  his  biihopric,  thinking 
the  employment  of  a  tutor  would  interfere  with  the 
duty  of  a  paftor.  He  infifted  upon  the  duke's  rc- 
lidence  all  the  fummer  at  Windfor,  which  is  in  the 
diocefe  of  Sarum ;  and  added  to  his  private  charities 
the  whole  income  of  his  new  office. 

The 
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The  circumftance  on  which  the  anti-courtiers  A. c,  i699. 
built  their  chief  hope  of  diftreffing  or  difgracing  thejnquiry;nto 
government,  was  the  inquiry  into  the  Irilh  forfei- the i rift 
tures,  which  the  king  had  diilributed  among  his  forfeiture*» 
own  dependants.  The  commiflioners  appointed  by 
parliament  to  examine  thefe  particulars,  were  An- 
nefley,  Trenchard,  Hamilton,  Langtbrd,  the  earl 
of  Drogheda,  Sir  Francis  Brewfler,  and  Sir  Richard 
Leving.  The  firft  four  were  actuated  by  all  the 
virulence  of  faction  :  the  other  three  were  fecretly 
guided  by  minifterial  influence.  They  began  their 
inquiry  in  Ireland,  and  proceeded  with  fuch  feverity 
as  feemed  to  flow  rather  from  refentment  to  the 
court,  than  from  a  love  of  juftice  and  abhorrence 
of  corruption.  They  in  particular  fcrutinized  a 
grant  of  an  eftate  which  the  king  had  made  to  Mrs. 
Viliiers,  now  counters  of  Orkney,  fo  as  to  expofe 
his  majefty's  partiality  for  that  favourite,  and  iub- 
ject  him  to  an  additional  load  of  popular  odium. 
In  the  courfe  of  their  examination,  the  earl  of  Drog- 
heda, Leving,  and  Brewfter,  oppofed  the  reft  of 
the  commiflioners  in  divers  articles  of  the  report, 
which  they  refufed  to  fign,  and  fent  over  a  memo- 
rial to  the  houfe  of  commons,  explaining  their  rea- 
fons  for  diflVnting  from  their  colleagues.  By  this 
time,  however,  they  v/ere  confidered  as  hirelings 
of  .the  court,  and  no  regard  was  payed  to  their  re- 
prefentations.  The  others  delivered  their  report, 
declaring,  that  a  million  and  an  half  of  money 
might  be  raifed  from  the  fale  of  the  confilcated  ef- 
tates  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  applying  them 
to  the  ufe  of  the  public.  A  motion  being  made  to 
referve  a  third  part  for  the  king's  difpofal,  it  was 
over-ruled  :  then  the  commons  palled  an  extraordi- 
nary vote,  importing,  That  they  would  not  receive 
any  petition  from  any  perfon  whatfoever  concerning 
the  grants  :  and,  That  they  would  confider  the 
great  lervices  performed  by  the  commiflioners  ap- 
pointed 


iSS  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A,  f,  1699,  pointed  to  inquire  into  the  forfeited  eftates.  They 
reiblved,  That  the  four  commiflioners  who  had 
iigned  the  report,  had  acquitted  themfelves  with 
tmderftanding,  courage,  and  integrity :  and,  That 
Sir  Richard  Leving,  as  author  of  groundlefs  and 
fcandalous  alperfions  cad  upon  his  four  colleagues, 
fhould  be  committed  prifoner  to  the  Tower.  They 
afterwards  came  to  the  following  refolution,  which 
was  preiented  to  the  king  in  form  of  an  addrefs : 
That  the  procuring  and  paffing  thole  grants  had 
occafioned  great  debts  upon  the  nation,  and  heavy 
taxes  upon  the  people,  and  highly  reflected  upon 
the  king's  honour  :  and,  That  the  officers  and  in- 
ftruments  concerned  in  the  fame,  had  highly  failed 
in  the  performance  of  their  truil  and  duty.  The 
king  anfwered,  That  he  was  not  only  led  by  incli- 
nation, but  thought  himfelf  obliged  in  juftice,  to 
reward  thole  who  had  ferved  well  in  the  reduction 
of  Ireland  out  of  the  eftates  forfeited  to  him  by  the 
rebellion  in  that  kingdom.  He  obferved,  that  as 
the  long  war  had  left  the  nation  much  in  debt, 
their  taking  juft  and  effectual  ways  for  leflening 
that  debt,  and  fupporting  public  credit,  was  what, 
in  his  opinion,  would  beft  contribute  to  the  honour, 
intereft,  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom.  This  anfwer 
kindled  a  flame  of  indignation  in  the  houie.  They 
forthwith  reiblved,  That  the  advifer  of  it  had  ufed 
his  utmoft  endeavours. to  create  a  mifunderftanding 
and  ji-aloufy  between  the  king  and  his  people. 
nuMspfci  They  prepared,  finifhed,  and  patted  a  bill  of  re- 
h.iiofre-  fumption.  They  ordered  the  report  of  the  com- 
rruinoners,  together  with  the  king's  promife  and 
fpeeches,  and  the  former  relolutions  of  the  houfe 
touching  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  to  be 
printed  and  publifhed  for  their  juftification  -,  and 
'  they  reiblved,  That  the  procuring  or  pafiing  exor- 
bitant grants  by  any  member,  now  of  the  privy- 
council,  or  by  any  other  that  had  been  a  privy- 

counieilor, 
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counfellor,  in  this,  or  any  former  reign,  to  his  life  A-c-»&»»* 
or  benefit,  was  a  high  crime  and  mifdemcanour. 
That  juftice  might  be  done  to  purchafers  and  cre- 
ditors in  the  acl:  of  refumption,  thirteen  truftees 
were  authorifed  and  impowered  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  claims  relating  to  thole  eftates,  to  fell  them 
to  the  beft  purchafers  ;  and  the  money  arifing  from 
the  fale  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  arrears  of  the 
army.  It  pafied  under  the  title  of  a  bill  for  grant- 
ing an  aid  to  his  majefty,  by  the  fale  of  the  forfeited 
and  other  eftates  and  interelts  in  Ireland ;  and, 
that  it  might  undergo  no  alteration  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  it  was  confolidated  with  the  money-bill  for 
the  fervices  of  the  year.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  it 
produced  warm  debates  *  and  fome  alterations  were 
made,  which  the  commons  unanimoufly  rejected. 
They  feemed  to  be  now  more  than  ever  exafperated 
againft  the  miniftry,  and  ordered  a  lilt  of  the  priyy- 
council  to  be  layed  before  the  houfe.  The  lords 
demanded  conferences,  which  ferved  only  to  exaf- 
perate  the  two  houfes  againft  each  other  •,  for  the 
lords  infifted  upon  their  amendments,  and  the  com- 
mons were  fo  provoked  at  their  interfering  in  a 
money-bill,  that  they  determined  to  give  a  loofe  to 
their  refentment.  They  ordered  all  the  doors  of 
their  houfe  to  be  fhut,  that  no  members  mould  go 
forth.  Then  they  took  into  confideration  the  re- 
port of  the  Irim  forfeitures,  with  the  lift  of  the 
privy-counfellors  •,  and  a  queftion  was  moved,  That 
an  addrefs  mould  be  made  to  his  majefty,  to  re- 
move lord  John  Somers,  chancellor  of  England, 
from  his  prefence  and  councils  for  ever.  This,  how- 
ever, was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majo- 
rity. The  king  was  extremely  chagrined  at  the 
bill,  which  he  confidered  as  an  invafion  of  his  pre- 
rogative, an  infult  on  his  perfon,  and  an  injury  to 
his  friends  and  fervants  •,  and,  he  at  firft  reibl'ved 
to  hazard  all  the  confequences  of  refufing  to  paf s  it 
3  into 
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A.  c.  j699.  into  a  law  :  but,  he  was  diverted  from  his  purpofe 
by  the  remonftrances  of  thofe  in  whom  he  chiefly 
oiSon  conn^ed.  He  c°uld  not,  however,  difiemble  his 
coie^sMrm.refentment.  He  became  fullen,  peevifh,  and 
ert6**'  moro^e  '  anc^  n^s  enemies  did  not  fail  to  make  ufe 
L  '  of  this  additional  ill  humour,  as  a  proof  of  his  aver- 
£on  to  ^  £nglim  people.  Though  the  motion 
againft  the  chancellor  had  mifcarried,  the  commons 
refolved  to  addrefs  his  majefty,  that  no  perfon  who 
was  not  a  native  of  his  dominions,  except  his  royal 
highnefs  prince  George  of  Denmark,  mould  be 
admitted  into  his  majefty's  councils  in  England  or 
Ireland.  This  refolution  was  levelled  againft  the 
earls  of  Portland,  Albemarle,  and  Galway  •,  but, 
before  the  addrefs  could  be  prelented,  the  king 
went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  having  parTed  the 
bill  which  had  produced  fuch  a  ferment,  with  fome 
others-,  commanded  the  earl  of  Bridgewatcr,  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  in  the  abfence  of  the  chancellor,  who 
was  indifpofed,  to  prorogue  the  parliament  to  the 
twenty-third  day  of  May. 

A  Ck  1700.  In  tne  courfe  of  this  feflion,  the  commons  having 
A  fevere  bin  prpfecuted  their  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Kidci, 
againft  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effe&ual  fuppn-flion  of 
piracy,  which  parTed  into  a  law;  and  afterwards  un- 
derftanding,  that  Kidd  was  brought  over  to  England, 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiring,  that  he 
might  not  be  tried,  difcharged.,  or  pardoned,  till 
the  next  feflion  of  parliament-,  and  his  majefty 
complied  with  their  requeft.  Boiling  ftill  with 
indignation  againft  the  lord-chancellor,  who  had 
turned  many  difaffecled  perfons  out  of  the  commif- 
fion  of  the  peace  ;  the  houfe  ordered  a  bill  to  b? 
prepared  for  qualifying  juftices  of  the  peace  •,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  infpeft  the  commiflions. 
This  reporting,  that  many  diflenters,  and  men  of 
fmall  fortunes  depending  on  the  court,  were  put 
into  thofe  places,  the  commons  declared,  in  an  ad- 
drefs, 
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drefs,  That  it  would  much  conduce  to  the  fervice  A*c-  'rc^ 
of  his  majefty,  and  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  that 
gentlemen1  of  quality  and  good  eftates  mould  be 
reftored,  and  put  into  the  commifiions  of  the  peace 
and  lieutenancy :  and,  that  men  of  fmall  eftates 
be  neither  continued,  nor  put  into  the  laid  com- 
mifiions. The  king  afiured  them  he  was  cf  the 
fame  opinion :  that  he  would  give  directions  ac- 
cordingly. They  were  fo  mollified  by  this  inftance 
of  his  condefcenfion,  that  they  thanked  him  in  a 
body  for  his  gracious  anfwer.  They  patted  a  bill 
to  exculpate  fuch  as  had  neglected  to  fign  the  affo- 
ciation,  either  through  miftake,  or  want  of  oppor- 
tunity. Having  received  a  petition  from  the  Lan- 
cafhire  clergy,  complaining  of  the  infoience  and  at- 
tempts of  popifh  priefts,  they  appointed  a. com- 
mittee to  inquire  how  far  the  laws  againft  popifa 
refugees  had  been  put  in  execution  ;  and  upon  the 
report  a  bill  was  brought  in,  complying  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  It  decreed  a  further  re- 
ward to  fuch  perfons  as  mould  difcover  and  convict 
popifh  prieils  and  jeluits  ;  and  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment  for  thofe  convicted  on  the  oath  of  one  or  more 
witnefles.  It  enacted,  That  no  perfon  born  after 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next  enfuing,  being 
a  papift,  mould  be  capable  of  inheriting  any  title 
of  honour  or  eftatc  within  the  kingdom  of  England, 
dominion  of  Wales,  or  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed :  and,  That  no  papift  mould  be  capable  of 
purchaling  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  any  other 
perlon  in  truft  for  him.  Several  alterations  were 
made  in  this  firft  draught,  before  it  was  finimed 
and  fent  up  to  the  lords,  fome  of  whom  propofed 
amendments :  thefe,  however,  were  not  adopted  ; 
and  the  bill  obtained  the  royal  affent,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  thofe  who  profecuted  the  mea- 
fure,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  king  was  afavourrr 

of 
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A  c.  .700.  of  papifts.  After  all,  the  bill  was  deficient  in  ne- 
cefiary  claufes  to  enforce  execution  •,  ib  that  the  law 
was  very  little  regarded  in  the  fequel. 

f  he  old  The  court  fuftained  another  infult  from  the  old 

Eaft-india  Eaft-India  company,  who  petitioned  the  houle, 
eSiST  that  they  might  be  continued  by  parliamentary  au- 
thority during  the  remaining  part  of  the  time  pre- 
fcribed  in  their  charter.  They,  at  the  fame  time, 
publifhed  a  ftate  of  their  cafe,  in  which  they  expa- 
tiated upon  the  equity  of  their  claims,  and  magni- 
fied the  injuries  they  had  undergone.  The  new 
company  drew  up  an  anivver  to  this  remoriftrance, 
expofing  the  corrupt  practices  of  their  adverfaries. 
But,  the  influence  of  their  great  patron,  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, was  now  vanifhed  :  the  lupply  was  not  yet 
difcufTed,  and  the  miniftry  would  not  venture  to 
provoke  the  commons,  who  feemed  propitious  to 
the  old  company ;  and  actually  parted  a  bill  in  their 
favour.  This  meeting  with  no  oppofition  in  the 
upper  houle,  was  enacted  into  a  law,  renewing 
their  eftablifhment :  fo  that  now  there  were  two 
rival  companies  of  merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  The  commons,  not  yet  fatisiied  with  the 
venations  to  which  they  had  expofed  their  fovereign, 
pafled  a  bill  to  appoint  commiflioners  for  taking 
and  examining  the  public  accounts.  Another  law 
was  made,  to  prohibit  the  ufe  of  India  filks  and 
fluffs  which  interfered  with  the  Englifh  manufac- 
tures :  a  third,  to  take  off  the  duties  on  the  expor- 
tation of  woollen  manufactures,  corn,  grain,  meal, 
bread,  and  bifcuit:  and  a  fourth,  in  which  provifion 
was  made  for  punifhing  governors,  or  commanders 
in  chief  of  plantations  and  colonies,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  commit  any  crimes  or  acts  of  injuftice  and 
opprefTion  in  the  exercife  of  their  administration. 

The  people  of  Scotland  ftill  continued  in  violent 
ferS^i!  agitation.  They  publifhed  a  pamphlet,  contain* 
Gotland,  ing  a  detail  of  their  grievances,  which  they  in  a 

great 
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great  meafure  afcribed  to  his  majefty.  A  com-  A- c- 1"°«- 
plaint  being  preferred  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
againft  this  performance,  it  was  voted  a  fal(e,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  trnirorous  libel,  and  ordered  to  be 
burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 
The  commons  adurtfled  his  majefty,  to  iilue  his 
royal  proclamation  for  apprehending  the  author, 
printer,  and  pubiifher,  of  the  laid  libel  i  and  he 
complied  with  their  requeft.  The  Scottifh  company 
had  fent  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  behalf  of 
fome  adventurers  who  were  wrongfully  detained 
prifoners  in  Carthagt-na  •,  but  lord  Bafil  Hamilton, 
who  undertook  the  charge  of  this  petition,  was  re- 
fufed  admittance  to  his  majefty,  on  pretence  of  his 
being  fufpedted  of  difaffeftion  to  the  government. 
The  king,  however,  wrote  to  his  council  for  Scot- 
land, that  he  would  demand  the  enlargement  of 
the  prifoners,  and  countenance  any  laudable  mea- 
fure that  could  advance  the  trade  of  that  kingdom. 
The  directors  of  the  company,  not  content  with 
this  declaration,  importuned  their  lord  chancellor, 
who  was  in  London,  to  procure  accefs  for  lord 
Bafil  Hamilton  ;  and  the  miniftry  took  flicker  from 
their  follicitations  behind  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 
The  fubject  of  the  Scottifh  colony  being  introduced 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  the  miniiterial  in- 
fluence preponderated,  a  vehement  debate  arofe, 
not  from  any  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Scotland,  but 
from  mere  oppofition  to  the  court,  which  however 
triumphed  in  the  iflfue.  A  motion  was  made,  that 
the  fettlement  of  the  Scotch  colony  at  Darien  was 
inconfiftent  with  the  good  of  the  plantation-trade  of 
England  •,  and  pafled  in  the  affirmative  by  a  fmall 
majority.  Then  they  prcfented  an  addrefs,  de- 
claring their  fympathy  with  the  loffes  of  their  fel- 
low-fubj  eels,  and  their  opinion,  that  a  profecution 
of  the  dcfign  muft  end,  not  only  in  far  greater  dif- 
NuMB.LXXXV.  (.)  appoint- 
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A  c.  ,70p,  appointments  to  themfelves,  but  alfo  prove  very 
inconvenient  to  the  trade  and  quiet  of  the  king- 
dom. They  reminded  him  of  the  addrefs  of  both 
houfes,  touching  that  fettlement  j  and  they  cx- 
prefled  their  approbation  of  the  orders  he  had  fent 
to  the  governors  of  the  plantations  on  this  fubjecT:. 
The  king,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  in  which 
the  commons  refufed  to  concur,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exhorting  them  to  confider  of  an  union 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  as  a  meafure,  than 
which  nothing  could  more  contribute  to  their  mu- 
tual fecurity  and  advantage.  The  lords,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  advice,  prepared  a  bill,  appointing 
certain  commiffioners  of  the  realm  of  England  to 
treat  with  commifiioners  of  Scotland  for  the  weal 
of  both  kingdoms ;  but  it  was  obftru&ed  in  the 
hcufe  of  commons,  who  were  determined  to  thwart 
every  ftep  that  might  tend  to  lefien  the  difguft,  or 
appeafe  the  animofity  of  the  Scottim  nation.  The 
malcontents  infmuated,  that  the  king's  oppofition  to 
the  Scottim  company  flowed  neither  from  his  re- 
gard to  the  intereft  of  England,  nor  from  his 
pun&ual  obfervance  of  treaties  with  Spain  ;  but, 
Iblelyfrom  his  attachment  to  the  Dutch,  who  main- 
tained an  advantageous  trade  from  the  ifland  of 
Curacoa  to  the  Spanifh  plantations  in  America, 
and  were  apprehenfive  that  the  Scottim  colony 
would  deprive  them  of  this  commerce.  This  in- 
terpretation ferved  as  fuel  to  the  flame  already 
kindled  in  Scotland,  and  induftrioufly  blown  up 
by  the  calumnies  of  the  Jacobites.  Their  parlia- 
ment adopted  the  company  as  a  national  concern, 
by  voting,  That  the  colony  of  Caledonia  in  Darif  n 
was  a  legal  and  rightful  fettlement,  which  the  par- 
liament would  maintain  and  fupport.  On  account 
of  this  refohuion  the  feflion  was  for  fome  time  dil- 
Cpntinued  j  but,  when  the  Scots  underftood  their 

new 
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new  fettlement  was  totally  abandoned,  their  capital A-  c-  »7«». 
loft,  and  all  their  ho;  e  intirely  vanifhed,  the  whole 
nation  was  fcized  with  a  tranfport  of  fury.  They 
k>udly  exclaimed,  that  they  had  been  facrificed  and 
balely  betrayed  in  that  quarter  where  they  were  in- 
titled  to  protection.  They  concerted  an  addrefs  to 
the  king,  couched  in  a  very  high  ftrain,  reprefent- 
ing  the  neceflity  of  an  immediate  parliament.  It 
was  circulated  about  the  kingdom  for  fubfcriptions, 
ligned  by  a  great  number  of  thole  who  fat  in  par- 
liament, and  prefented  to  the  king  by  lord  Rols, 
who  with  fome  others  was  deputed  for  that  purpole. 
The  king  told  them,  they  fhould  know  his  inten- 
tion in  Scotland  •,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  adjourned 
their  parliament  by  proclamation.  The  people,  ex- 
afperated  at  this  new  provocation,  began  to  form 
the  draught  of  a  fecond  national  addrefs,  to  be 
figned  by  the  mires  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom  : 
but,  before  this  could  be  finifhed,  the  king  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Queen/berry,  and  the  privy 
council  of  that  nation,  which  was  pubiifhed  for  the 
fatisfaction  of  the  people.  He  profefied  himlelf 
grieved  at  the  nation's  lofs,  and  willing  to  grant 
what  might  be  needful  for  the  relief  and  eafe  of  the 
kingdom.  He  afiured  them  he  had  their  intereit 
at  heart ;  and  that  his  good  fubjects  mould  have 
convincing  proofs  of  his  fincere  inclination  to  ad- 
vance the  wealth  and  profperity  of  that  his  antient 
kingdom.  He  laid  he  hoped  this  declaration  would 
be  fatisfaclory  to  all  good  men  :  that  they  would 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  mifled ;  nor  give  ad- 
vantage to  enemies,  and  ill-defigning  perfons,  ready 
to  feize  every  opportunity  of  embroiling  the  go- 
vernment. He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  his 
neceflary  abience  had  occafioned  the  late  adjourn- 
ment-, but  as  foon  as  God  fhould  bring  him  back, 
their  parliament  mould  be  affembled.  Even  this 
explanation,  fecond «1  by  all  the  credit  and  addrefs 
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A.C.  1 7co. of  his  minifters,  failed  in  allaying  the  national  fer- 
ment, which  rofe  to  the  very  verge  of  rebellion. 
Lord  Somers  The  king,  who,  from  his  firft  acceffion  to  the 
•Hfiniffcd  throne,  had  veered  occafionally  from  one  party  to 
employ1.3  another,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  his  af- 
mect.  fairs,  and  the  oppofition  he  encountered,  was  at 
this  period  fo  incenfed  and  embarraffed  by  the  ca- 
price and  infolence  of  the  commons,  that  he  wil- 
lingly lent  an  ear  to  the  leaders  of  the  Tories,  who 
undertook  to  manage  the  parliament  according  to 
his  pleafure,  provided  he  would  part  with  fome  of 
his  minifters,  who  were  peculiarly  odious  to  the 
commons.  The  perfon  againft  whom  their  anger 
was  chiefly  directed,  was  the  lord  chancellor  Somers, 
the  moft  active  leader  of  the  Whig-party.  They 
demanded  his  difmiflion,  and  the  king  .exhorted 
him  to  refign  his  office  -,  but  he  refufing  to  take 
any  ftep  that  might  indicate  a  fear  of  his  enemies, 
or  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  the  king  fent  a  peremp- 
tory order  for  thefeals  by  the  lord  Jerfey,  to  whom 
Somers  delivered  them  without  hefitadon.  They 
were  fucceffively  offered  to  lord  chief  juftice  Holt, 
and  Trevor  the  attorney  -general,  who  declintd  ac- 
cepting fuch  a  precarious  office.  Mean  while  the 
king  granted  a  temporary  commiffion  to  three 
judges  to  fit  in  the  court  of  chancery  •,  and  at  length 
beftowed  the  feals,  with  the  title  of  lord-keeper, 
on  Sir  Nathan  Wright,  one  of  the  ferjeants  at  law, 
a  man  but  indifferently  qualified  for  the  office  to 
which  he  was  now  preferred.  Though  the  king 
fecmed  altogether  attached  to  the  Tories,  and  in- 
clined to  a  new  parliament,  no  perfon  appeared  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  affairs  of  government ;  and, 
indeed,  for  fome  time  the  adminiftration  feemed  to 
be  under  no  particular  direction. 

Second  trea-      During  the  tranfactions  of  the  laft  feflion,  the  ne- 

#  of  parti-   gotiatiou' for  a  fecond  partition  treaty  was  carried 

on  in  London  by  the  French  minifler  Tallard,  in 

con- 
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conjunction  with  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Jerfey,  A-  c  *~~°. 
and  foon  brought  to  perfection.  On  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  February,  the  treaty  was  figned  in  Lon- 
don :  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  next  month, 
it  was  fubfcribed  at  the  Hague  by  Briord  the  French 
envoy,  and  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  flates-gene- 
ral.  By  this  convention  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  was 
confirmed.  The  contracting  parties  agreed,  That 
in  cafe  of  his  catholic  majefty's  dying  without  iflue, 
the  dauphin  mould  poflels,  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs, 
the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  iilands  of 
St.  Stephano,  Porto  Hercole,  Orbitello,  Telamone, 
Porto- Longone,  Piombino,  the  city  and  marquifate 
of  Final,  the  province  of  Guipufcoa  •,  the  dutchies 
of  Lorrain  and  Bar,  in  exchange  of  which  the  duke 
of  Lorrain  mould  enjoy  the  dutchy  of  Milan  •,  but 
that  the  county  of  Biche  mould  remain  in  fove- 
reignty  to  the  prince  of  Vaudemont :  That  the 
archduke  Charles  mould  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  all  its  dependencies  in  and  out  of 
Europe  -,  but,  in  cafe  of  his  dying  without  i/Tue,  it 
mould  devolve  to  fome  other  child  of  the  emperor, 
excepting  him  who  mould  fucceed  as  emperor  or 
king  of  the  Romans :  That  this  monarchy  mould 
never  defcend  to  a  king  of  France  or  dauphin  ;  and 
that  three  months  mould  be  allowed  to  the  em- 
peror, to  confider  whether  or  not  he  would  accede 
to  this  treaty.  Whether  the  French  king  was  really 
fincere  in  his  profefiions  at  this  juncture,  or  pro- 
pofed  this  treaty  with  a  view  to  make  a  clandeftine 
ufe  of  it  at  the  court  of  Spain  for  more  interefted 
purpoles,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  :  at  firft, 
however,  it  was  concealed  from  the  notice  of  the 
public,  as  if  the  parties  had  reiblved  to  take  no  ftep 
in  cor.fequsnce  of  it,  during  the  life  of  his  catholic 
majeily. 

In  the    beginning  of  July,  the  king  embarked  Death  of  the 
for  Holland,  after  having  appointed  a  regency  to 
O  3  govern 
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A.c.  170*  govern    the    kingdom  in  his   abfence.      On  the 
twenty-nirlth  day  of  the  fame  month,  the  young 
duke  of  Gloucester,  the  only  remaining  child  of 
feven  whom   the  princefs  Anne   had  borne,   died 
of  a  malignant  fever,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his 
age.     His  death  was  much  lamented  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  Englifh  nation,  not  only  on  account  of 
his  promifing  talents  and   gentle  behaviour,  but 
alfo  as   it  left   the  fucceflion  undetermined,   and 
might  create  difputes  of  fatal  confequence  to  the 
nation.     The  Jacobites  openly  exulted  in  an  event 
which  they  imagined  would  remove  the  chief  bar 
to  the  intereft  of  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  but  the  pro- 
teftants  generally  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  princefs 
Sophia,  electrefs  dowager  of  Hanover,  and  grand 
daughter  of  James  I.     It  was  with  a  view  to  con- 
cert the  eftablifhment  of  her  fucceflion,  that  the 
court  of  Brunlwick  now  returned  the  vifit  of  king 
William.      The  prefcnt  (late  of  affairs  in  England, 
however,  afforded  a  very  uncomfortable  profpeft. 
The  people  were  generally  alienated  from  the  per- 
fon  and  government  of  the  reigning  king,  upon 
whom  they  feem  to  have  furfeited.     The  vigour  of 
their  minds  was  deftroyed  by  luxury  and  floth :  the 
feverity  of  their  morals  was  relaxed  by  a  long  habit 
of  venality  and  corruption.  The  king's  health  began 
to  decline,  and  even  his  faculties  decayed  apace. 
No  peribn  was  appointed  to  afcend  the  throne  when 
it   fliould  become  vacant.     The  Jacobite   faction 
alone  was  eager,   vigilant,  enterprifmg-,  and  elate. 
They    difpatched   Mr.  Graham,    brother   of  lord 
Prefton,  to  the   court  of  St.  Germain's,  immedi- 
ately after  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gloucefter : 
they  began  to  beftir  themfelves  all  over  the  king- 
dom.    A  report  was  fpread,  that  the  princefs  Anne 
had  privately  lent  a  mefiage  to  her  father;  and 
Britain  was  once  more  threatened  with  civil  war, 
confufion,  anarchy,  and  ruin. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  king  William  was  not  inactive.  A-c  'x00- 
The  kings  of  Denmark  and  Poland,  with  the  elec-  The  king 
tor  of  Brandenburg,  had  formed  a  league  to  crufh  j^tfthe^ai- 
the  young  king  of  Sweden,  by  invading  his  domi-  tic,  to  the 
nions  on  different  fides.      The  Poles  actually  en-  j£s*wS«! 
tered  Livonia,  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Riga  ; 
while   the  king  of  Denmark   having   demolished 
fome  forts  in  Holftein,  the  duke  of  which  was  con- 
nected with  Sweden,  inverted  Tonninghen.     The 
Swedifh  minifter  in  England  demanded  that  afiif- 
tance  of  William  which  had  been  ftipulated  in  a 
late  renewal  of  the  antient  treaty  between  England 
and  Sweden.     The  ilates  of  Holland  were  follicited 
to  the  fame  purpofe.     Accordingly,  a  fleet  of  thirty 
fail,  Englifh  and  Dutch,  was  fent  to  the  Baltic,  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  joined 
the  Swcdifn  fquadron  and  bombarded  Copenhagen, 
to  which    the  Danifh   fleet   had   retired.     At  the 
fame  time,    the    duke   of  Lunenburg,    with  the 
Swedifh  forces  which  happened  to  be  at  Bremen, 
pafled  the  Elbe,  and  marched  to  the  afiiftance  of 
the  duke  of  Holftein.     The  Danes  immediately 
abandoned  the  fiege  of  Tonninghen ;  and  a  body 
of  Saxons,  who   had  made   an  irruption  into  the 
territories  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  were  obliged 
to  retreat  in  diforder.     By  the  mediation  of  Wil- 
liam, a  negotiation  was  begun  for  a  treaty  between 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  which,  in  order  to  quicken, 
Charles  the  young  king  of  Sweden  made  a  defcent 
upon  the  itle  of  Zealand.     This  was  executed  with 
great  fucccfe.     Charles  was  the  firft  man  who  land- 
ed i  and  here  he  exhibited  fuch  marks  of  courage 
andcondu-ft,  far  above  his  years,  as  equally  aftonifh- 
ed  and  intimidated  his  adverfaries.     Then  he  de- 
termined   to   beliege  Copenhagen ;    a    refolution 
which  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  Danes,  that  they 
proceeded  with  redoubled  diligence  in  the  treaty, 
which  was  brought  to  a  conclufion,  between  Den- 
CD  4  mark, 
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A  c.  1700.  n^rk,  Sweden,  and  Holftein,  about  the  middle  of 
Auguft.  Then  the  Swedes  retired  to  Schonen,  and 
the  Iquadrons  of  the  maritime  powers  returned  from 
the  Baltic. 

The  fecond      When  the  new  partition-treaty  was  communi- 
treaty  of      cated  by  the  minifters  of  the  contracting  parties  to 

partition  gc  •  J  . 

neraiiydii-  the  other  powers  or  hurope,  it  generally  met  with 
the?*™  e-  a  very  unfavourable  conftru^Hon.  Saxony  and  the 
an  powers,  jiorthern  crowns  were  ftill  embroiled  with  their  own 
quarrels,  confequently  could  not  give  much  atten- 
tion to  fuch  a  remote  tranfaction.  1  he  princes  of 
Germany  appeared  cautious  and  dilatory  in  their 
anfwers,  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in  any  plan  that 
might  excite  the  refentment  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
The  elector  of  Brandenburg  in  particular,  had  let 
his  heart  upon  the  regal  dignity,  which  he  hoped 
to  obtain  from  the  favour  and  authority  of  the  em- 
peror. The  Italian  dates  were  averfe  to  the  parti- 
tion-treaty, from  their  apprehenfion  of  feeing. 
France  in  poflciTion  of  Naples,  and  other  diftricts  of 
their  country.  The  duke  of  Savoy  affected  a  my- 
fterious  neutrality,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  barter 
his  confent  for  fome  considerable  advantage.  The 
Swiis  cantons  declined  acceding  as  guarantees.  The 
emperor  exprefied  his  aftonimment  that  any  dif- 
pofition  fhould  be  made  of  the  Spanim  monarchy, 
without  the  confent  of  the  prefentpoflefibr,  and  the 
ftates  of  the  kingdom.  He  obferved,  that  neither 
juftice  or  decorum  could  warrant  the  contracting 
powers  to  compel  him,  who  was  the  rightful  heir, 
to  accept  a  part  of  his  inheritance  within  three 
months,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  even  that  mare 
to  a  third  perfon  not  yet  named ;  and  he  declared, 
that  he  could  take  no  final  refolution,  until  he  mould 
,  know  the  fentiments  of  his  catholic  majeity,  on  an 
affair  in  which  their  mutual  intereft  was  fo  nearly 
concerned.  Leopold  was  actually  engaged  in  a 
negotiation  with  the  king  of  Spain,  wlio  figned  a 

will 
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will  in  favour  of  his  fecond  fon  Charles;  yet  hcA  c-1?00- 
took  no  meafures  to  fupport  the  difpofition,   either 
by  fending  the  archduke  with  a  fufficient  force  into 
Spain,  or  by  detaching  troops  into  Italy. 

i  he  people  of  Spain  were  exafperated  at  the  in-  The  French 
folence  of  the  three  foreign  powers  who  pretended  """1  tp^" 
to  parcel  out  their  dominions.  Their  pride  took  court  of 
the  alarm,  at  the  profpect  of  their  monarchy's  being  spaia" 
difmembered  -,  and  the  grandees  repined  at  the 
thought  of  lofmg  fo  many  lucrative  governments, 
which  they  now  enjoyed.  The  king's  life  became 
every  day  more  and  more  precarious,  from  frequent 
returns  of  his  diibrder.  The  miniftry  was  weak  and 
divided,  the  nobility  factious,  and  the  people  dif- 
contented.  The  hearts  of  the  nation  had  been  ali- 
enated from  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  the  iniblent 
carriage  and  rapacious  difpofition  of  the  queen 
Mariana.  The  French  had  gained  over  to  their  in- 
terefts  the  cardinal  Portocarrero,  the  marquis  d« 
Monterey,  with  many  other  noblemen  and  perfons 
of  diftinction.  Thefe  perceiving  the  fentiments  of 
the  people,  employed  their  emififaries  to  raife  a  ge- 
neral cry  that  France  alone  could  maintain  the  fuc- 
ceffion  intire  ;  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  feeble 
and  exhaufted,  and  any  prince  of  that  line  muft 
owe  his  chief  fupport  to  deteftable  heretics.  Por- 
tocarrero tampered  with  the  weaknefs  of  his  fove- 
Feign.  He  repeated  and  exaggerated  all  thefe  fug- 
geilions ;  he  advifed  him  to  confult  his  holinefs 
pope  Innocent  XII.  on  this  momentous  point  of  re* 
gulating  the  fucceffion.  That  pontiff,  who  was  a 
creature  of  France,  taking  the  advice  of  a  college 
of  cardinals,  determined,  that  the  renunciation  of 
Maria  Therefa,  was  invalid  and  null,  as  being 
founded  upon  compulfion,  and  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  He 
therefore  exhorted  king  Charles  to  contribute  to  the 
propagation  of  the  faith,  and  the  repofe  of  Chriften- 

dom, 
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A.C.  1700.  dom,  by  making  a  new  will  in  favour  of  a  grand- 
.  fon  of  the  French  monarch.  This  admonition  was 
feconded  by  the  remonftrances  of  Portocarreio ;  and 
the  weak  prince  complied  with  the  propofal.  Jn 
the  mean  time  the  king  of  France  Ieemed  to  act 
heartily,  as  a  principal  in  the  treaty  of  partition. 
His  minifters  at  foreign  courts  co-operated  with 
thofe  of  the  maritime  powers,  in  folliciting  the  ac- 
cefiion  of  the  different  powers  in  Europe.  When 
count  Zinzendorf,  the  Imperial  ambafiador  at  Paris, 
prtfented  a  memorial,  defiring  to  know  what  [art 
France  would  act,  mould  the  king  of  Spain  volun- 
tarily place  a  grandfon  of  Lewis  upon  the  throne, 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  anfwered  in  writing,  that  his 
moft  chriftian  majefty  would  by  no  means  liften  to 
fuch  a  propofal :  nay,  when  the  emperor's  minifter 
gave  them  to  underftand  that  his  mafter  was  ready 
to  begin  a  feparate  negotiation  with  the  court  of 
Veriailles  touching  the  Spanim  fuccefiion,  Lewis 
declared  he  could  not  treat  on  that  fubject  without 
the  concurrence  of  his  allies. 

KingWii-  The  nature  of  the  partition-treaty  was  no  fooner 
ttTns  to*  known  in  England,  than  condemned  by  the  moft 
aiiay  the  intelligent  part  of  the  nation.  They  firft  of  all  corn- 
Scotland,  plained,  that  fuch  an  important  affair  mould  be 
concluded  without  the  advice  of  parliament.  They 
obferved,  that  the  fcheme  was  unjuft,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  it  hazardous  :  that,  in  concerting  the 
terms,  the  maritime  powers  Ieemed  to  have  acted 
as  partifans  of  France ;  for  the  pofieffion  of  Naples 
and  the  Tufcan  ports  would  fubject  Italy  to  her  do- 
minion, and  interfere  with  the  Englifh  trade  to  the 
Levant  and  Mediterranean  ;  while  Guiputcoa,  on 
any  future  rupture,  would  afford  another  inlet  into 
the  heart  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  :  they,  Jor  theie 
reafons,  pronounced  the  treaty  deilruclive  of  the 
balance  of  power,  and  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of 
England.  All  thefe  arguments  were  trumpeted  by 

the 
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the  malcontents,  fo  that  the  whole  kingdom  echoed  *• c-  '7°°- 
with  the  clamour  of  difaffection ;  while  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher  Muigrave,  and  others  of  the  Tory  faction, 
began  to  think  in  earneft  of  eftablifhing  the  fuc- 
cefilon  of  the  Englifh  crown  upon  the  perfon  of 
the  prince  of  Wales.  They  are  faid  to  have  fent 
over  Mr.  Graham  to  St.  Germain's  with  overtures  to 
this  purpofe,  and  an  aflurance  that  a  motion  would 
be  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  pafs  a  vote 
that  the  crown  mould  not  be  fnpported  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  partition-treaty.  King  William  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  cenfure  he  had  undergone,  and 
not  a  little  alarmed  to  find  himfelf  fo  unpopular 
among  his  own  fubjects.  That  he  might  be  the 
more  able  to  beftow  his  attention  effectually  upon 
the  affairs  of  England,  he  refolved  to  take  fome 
meafures  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  Scottifh  nation. 
He  permitted  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  to 
meet  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  them  from  his  houfe  at  Loo,  con- 
taining an  affurance  that  he  would  concur  in  every 
thing  that  could  be  reafonably  propofed  for  main- 
taining and  advancing  the  peace  and  welfare  of  their 
kingdom.  He  promifed  to  give  his  royal  afient  to 
fuch  acts  as  they  mould  frame  for  the  better  efta 
blifliment  of  the  prefbyterian  difcipline,  for  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  popery,  fuppreffing  vice  and 
immorality,  encouraging  piety  and  virtue,  preferv- 
ing  and  fecuring  perlbnal  liberty,  regulating  and 
advancing  trade,  retrieving  the  lofles,  and  promot- 
ing the  intereil  of  their  African  and  Indian  com- 
panies. He  cxprefied  his  concern  that  he  could 
not  affert  the  company's  right  of  eftablifhing  a  co- 
lony at  Darien,  without  difturbing  the  peace  of 
Chriftendom,  and  entailing  a  ruinous  war  on  that 
his  ancient  kingdom.  He  recommended  unani- 
mity and  difpatch  in  raifzng  competent  taxes  for 
their  own  defence  ;  and  told  them  he  had  thought 

fir 
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A.C  1700. £t  to  continue  the  duke  of  Queenfbury  in  the  of- 
fice of  high-commiffioner.  Notwithftanding  this 
Ibothing  addrefs,  the  national  refentment  continued 
to  rage,  and  the  parliament  feemed  altogether  in- 
traftable.  By  shis  time  tKe  company  had  received 
certain  tidings  of  the  intire  furrender  of  their  fettle  - 
ment :  and  on  the  firll  day  of  the  feflions  they  re- 
prefented  to  parliament,  that  for  want  of  due  pro- 
tection abroad,  fume  perfons  had  been  encouraged 
to  break  in  upon  their  privileges  even  at  home. 
This  remonftrance  was  fucceeded  by  another  na- 
tional addrefs  to  the  king,  who  told  them  he  could 
not  take  any  further  notice  of  that  affair,  fince  the 
parliament  was  now  aflembled  •,  and  he  had  already 
made  a  declaration,  with  which  he  hoped  all  his 
faithful  fubjects  would  be  fatisfied.  Nevcrthekfs, 
he  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  practife  other 
expedients  for  allaying  the  ferment  of  that  nation, 
His  minifters  and  their  agents  beftirred  themfelves 
fo  fuccefsfully,  that  the  heats  in  parliament  were  en- 
tirely cooled,  and  the  outcry  of  the  people  fubfided 
into  unavailing  murmurs.  The  parliament  refolved, 
that  in  confideiation  of  their  great  deliverance  by 
his  majerty ;  and  in  that,  next  under  God,  their 
fafety  and  happinefs  wholly  depended  on  his  pre- 
fervation  and  that  of  his  government,  they  would 
lupport  both  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  and 
maintain  fuch  forces  as  fhould  be  requifite  for  thole 
ends.  They  pafied  an  act  for  keeping  on  foot 
three  thoufand  men  for  two  years,  to  be  maintained 
by  a  land  tax.  Then  the  commifiioner  produced 
the  king's  letter,  defiring  to  have  eleven  hundred 
men  on  his  own  account  to  the  firft  day  of  June 
following  :  they  forthwith  complied  with  his  re- 
queft,  and  were  prorogued  to  the  fixth  of  May. 
The  fupernumerary  troops  were  lent  over  to  the 
States-general ;  and  the  earl  of  Argyle  was  ho- 
noured with  the  title  of  duke,  as  a  recompence  for 

having 
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having  concurred  with  the  commifTioner  in  manag-  A«c  'TOO. 
ing  this  ff  fiion  of  parliament. 

King  William  had  returned  to  England  on  the ^^f 
eighteenth  day  of  October,  not  a  little  chagrined  at  after  having 
the  perplexities  in  which  he  found  himieif  involv- hTJominl- 
ed  >  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  month,  he°ns  by  win 
received  advice  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  actually  JJ  A^' 
dead.  He  could  not  be  furprifed  at  this  event, 
which  had  been  fo  long  expected ;  but  it  was  at- 
tended with  a  circumilance  which  he  had  not  fore- 
fee  n.  Charles,  by  his  laft  will,  had  declared  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  fecond  ion  of  the  dauphin,  the 
ible  heir  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  In  cafe  this 
prince  mould  die  without  i/Iiie,  or  inherit  the 
crown  of  France,  he  willed  that  Spain  mould  de- 
volve to  the  duke  of  Berry  j  in  default  of  him  and 
children,  to  the  arch-duke  Charles  and  his  heirs  ; 
failing  of  whom,  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  his  pof- 
terity.  He  likewile  recommended  a  match  between 
the  duke  of  Anjou  and  one  of  the  archdwtchefles. 
When  this  teftament  was  firft  notified  to  the  French 
court,  Lewis  feemed  to  hefkate  between  his  incli* 
nation  and  engagements  to  William  and  the  States- 
general.  Madam  de  Maintenon  is  laid  to  have 
joined  her  influence  to  that  of  the  dauphin,  in  per- 
il uading  the  king  to  accept  of  the  will  •,  and  Pont- 
chartrain  was  engaged  to  fupport  the  fame  mtafure. 
A  cabinet-council  was  called  in  her  apartment.  The 
reft  of  the  miniftry  declared  for  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion :  the  king  affected  a  kind  of  neutrality.  The 
dauphin  fp'oke  for  his  fon,  with  an  air  of  refolu- 
tion  he  had  never  aflumed  before :  Pontchartrain 
ieconded  his  arguments :  Madam  de  Maintenon 
afked  what  the  duke  of  Anjou  had  done  to  provoke 
the  king,  that  he  mould  be  barred  of  his  right  to 
that  fucceflion  ?  Then  the  relt  of  the  members  ef- 
poufed  the  dauphin's  opinion-,  and  the  king  owned 
himfelf  convinced  by  their  reaibns.  In  all  probabi- 
$  lity, 
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A.  c.  f  700  lity,  the  decifion  of  this  council  was  previoufly  fet- 
tled in  private.  After  the  will  was  accepted,  Lewis 
clofetted  the  duke  of  Anjou,  to  whom  he  faid,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  marquis  des  Kios,  "  Sir,  the 
king  of  Spain  has  made  you  a  king.  The  gran- 
dees demand  you  ±  the  people  wifh  for  you  -,  and 
I  give  my  content.  Remember  only,  you  are  a 
prince  of  France.  I  recommend  to  you  to  love 
your  people,  to  gain  their  affection  by  the  lenity 
of  your  government,  and  render  yourfelf  worthy 
"  of  the  throne  you  are  going  to  afcend."  The 
new  monarch  was  congratulated  on  his  elevation  by 
all  the  princes  of  the  blood  :  neverthelefs,  the  duke 
of  Orleans  and  his  fon  protefted  againft  the  will, 
becaufe  the  archduke  was  placed  next  in  fuccefiion 
to  the  duke  of  Berry,  in  bar  of  their  right  as  de» 
fcendants  of  Anne  of  Auftria,  whofe  renunciation 
could  be  of  no  more  force  than  that  of  Maria-The- 
refa.  On  the  fourth  day  of  December,  the  new 
king  fet  out  for  Spain,  to  the  frontiers  of  which  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  two  brothers. 
The  French  When  the  will  was  accepted,  the  French  mini- 
king  <a?o-  fter  de  Torcy  endeavoured  to  juilify  his  rmfter'-s 
condud  to  the  earl  of  Manchefter,  who  refided  at 
Paris  in  the  character  of  ambaflfador  from  the  court 
of  London.  He  obferved,  That  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition was  not  likely  to  aniwer  the  ends  for  which 
it  had  been  concerted  :  That  the  emperor  had  re- 
fufed  to  accede :  That  it  was  relimed  by  none  of 
the  princes  to  whom  it  ha.i  been  communicated. 
That  the  people  of  England  and  Holland  had  ex- 
preffed  their  difcontent  at  the  profpect  of  France's 
being  in  pofieffion  of  Naples  and  Sicily :  That  if 
Lewis  had  rejected  the  will,  the  archduke  would 
have  had  a  double  title,  derived  from  the  former 
will,  and  that  of  the  late  king  :  That  the  Spaniards 
were  to  averie  to  the  divifion  of  thrir  monarchy, 
there  would  be  a  necdlity  for  conquering  the  whole 


kingdom 
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kingdom  before  the  treaty  could  be  executed:  That  A-  c-  '7°°' 
the  fhips  to  be  furnifhed  by  Great-Britain  and  Hol- 
land would  not  be  fufficient  for  the  purpoles  of 
fuch  a  war  •,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  England 
and  the  States  general  would  engage  themfelvts  in 
a  greater  exptnce.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
That  the  treaty  would  have  bet- n  more  advantage- 
ous to  France  than  the  will,  which  the  king  accept- 
ed purely  from  their  defire  of  prelei  virg  the  peace 
of  Europe.  His  matter  hoped  therefore  the  good 
underftanding  would  lubfiit  between  him  and  the 
king  of  Great  Britain.  The  fame  reafons  were  com- 
municated by  Briord  the  French  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague,  to  the  States-general,  who  ordeied  their 
envoy  at  Paris  to  deliver  a  memorial  to  the  French 
king,  exprefling  their  furprife  at  his  havi-ig  ac- 
cepted the  wj)l  v  and  their  hope,  that  as  the  time 
fpecified  for,  the  emperor's  acceding  to  the  treaty 
was  not  expired,  his  mod  chriitian  majeity  would 
take  the  affair  again  into  his  confideration,  and  ad- 
here to  his  engagements  in  every  article.  Lewis,  in 
his  anfwer  to  this  memorial,  which  he  d'fpatched  to 
all  the  courts  of  Europe,  declared,  That  what  he 
chiefly  confidered  was  the  principal  defign  of  the 
contracting  parties,  namely,  the  maintenance  of 
peace  in  Europe ;  and  that,  true  to  this  principle, 
he  only  departed  from  the  words,  that  he  might  the 
better  adhere  to  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty. 

With  this  anfwer  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  ftates,  The  states- 
giving  them  to  underftand,  that  the  peace  of  Eu-  ?'JJ"aI^wn 
rope  was  fo  firmly  eftablimed  by  the  will  of  the  king  kingof 
of  Spain,  in  favour  of  his  grandfon,  that  he  did  not  Sl>ain' 
doubt  their  approbation  of  his  fucceflion  to  the  Spa- 
nidi  crown.     The  ftates  obferved,  That  they  could 
not  declare  themielves  upon  an   affair  of  fuch  con-    % 
fequence,  without  con  full  ing  their  refpedtive  pro- 
vinces,     Lewis  admitted  the  excufe,  and  affurcd 
them  cf  his  readinefs  to  concur  wkh  whatever  they 

ihould 
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A.  c.  -,7oc.  {hould  define  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Spanifli  Nether* 
lands.  The  Spanifh  ambaffador  at  the  Hague  pre- 
fented  them  with  a  letter  from  his  new  matter,  who 
likewife-  notified  his  acce'Tion  to  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  except  the  king  of  England.  The  em- 
peror loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  will,  as  being 
more  iniquitous  than  the  treaty  of  partition  ;  and 
threatened  to  do  himlelf  juflice  by  force  of  arms. 
The  .Spaniards  apprehending  that  a  league  would 
be  formed  between  his  Imperial  majefty  and  the 
maritime  powers,  for  fetting  afide  the  fuccefllon  of 
the  duke  of  Anjou  ;  and  conlcious  of  their  own  in- 
ability to  defend  their  dominions,  refigned  them- 
felves  intirely  to  the  protection  of  the  French  mo- 
narch. The  towns  in  the  Span.ifh  Netherlands  and 
the  dutchy  of  Milan  admitted  French  garrifons  : 
a  French  fquadron  anchored  in  the  port  of  Cadiz, 
and  another  was  detached  to  th<*r§p*nifli  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Part  ofoh* Dutch  army 
that  was  quartered  in  Luxemburg,  Mons  and  Na- 
mur  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  becaufe  they 
would  not  own  the  king  of  5pain,  whom  their  ma- 
tters had  not  yet  acknowledged.  The  ftates  were 
overwhelmed  with  con  {tarnation  by  this  event,  ef- 
pecially  when  they  confidered  their  own  naked  fitua- 
tion,  and  refleded  that  the  Spanifh  garrifons  might; 
fall  upon  them  before  they  could  aflemble  a  body 
of  troops  fo-  their  defence.  The  danger  was  fo  im- 
minent, that  they  refolved  to  acknowledge  the  king 
of  Spain  without  farther  hefitation,  and  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  French  king  for  that  purpofe.  This 
was  no  fooner  received,  than  orders  were  iflued  for 
fending  back  their  battalions.* 

A  new  mi-       How  warmly  foever  king  William   refented  the 

netVSia^onduft  of  ^g  prench  king,  in  accepting  the  will, 

mem.         f0  diametrically  oppofite  to  his  engagements,  he 

difiTembled  his  chagrin,  and  behaved  with  fuch  re- 

fervc  and  apparent  indifference,  that  fome  people 

naturally 
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naturally  believed  he  had  been  privy  to  the  tranfac-  A  0.17**. 
tion.  Others  imagiiied  that  he  was  difcouraged 
from  engaging  in  a  new  war  by  his  bodily  infirmi- 
ties, which  daily  encreafed  ;  and  the  .oppoiitjon 
in  parliament,  to  which  he  fliould  be  inevitably  ex- 
poled.  But  his  real  aim  was  to  conceal  his  ienti- 
jiit-nts,  until  he  iliould  have  founded  the  opinions 
of  other  powers  in  Europe,  and  feen  how  far  he- 
could  depend  upon  his  new  miniilry.  He  now  . 

ft- eined  to  repolc  his  chief  confidence  in  the  earl  of 
Kochefter,  who  had  undertaken  for  the  Tories,  and 
was  declared  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.     Lord  Go- 
dolphin  was   appointed    firfl-commiffioner  of  the 
treafury  :  lord  Tankerville  fucceeded  lord  Lcnfdale 
lately  deceaied,  as  keeper  of  the  privy-feal,  and  Sir 
Charles  Hedges  was  declared  fecretaryof  ftate,  in 
the  room  of  the  earl  of  Jerfey :  but  the  manage- 
ment of  the  commons  was  intruded  to  Mr.  Robert 
Ha:  ley,  who  had  hitherto  oppofed  the  meafures  of 
the  court  with  equal  virulence  and  ability.     Thele 
new  undertakers  well  knowing  they  fliould  find  it 
very  difficult,  if  not  impcflible,  to  fecure  a  majority 
in  the  prefent  parliament,  prevailed  on  the  king  to 
diflblve  it  by  proclamation  ;  then  the  fheriffs  were 
changed  according  to  their  nomination,  and  writs 
irTueci  for  anew  parliament  to  meet  on  the  fixth  day 
of  February.     During   this  inte;val,    count  Wra- 
tiflaw  arrived  in  England,  as  ambafiador  from  the 
emperor,  to  explain  Leopold's  title  to  the  Spanifh 
monarchy,  fupported  by  repeated  intaijs  and  renun- 
ciations, confirmed   in   the   mod  folemn   treaties. 
This  miniuer  met  with  a  very  cold  reception  from 
thole  who  flood   at  the    helm  of    affairs.      They 
fought  to   avoid  all  Connexions    that  might    en- 
gage their  country  as  a  principal  in  another  war 
upon  the  continent,  frnarting  as  they  were  from  the 
lofles  and  incumbrances  which  the  latl  had  intaiied 
upon  them  and  their  pofterhy.     They  feemed  to 
Ntf.S.  P  think 
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A.C.  1700-.  think  that  Lewis,  rather  than  involve  himfelf  iit 
frefh  troubles,  would  give  all  thefecurity  that  could 
be  defired  for  maintaining  the  peace  of  Europe ; 
or  even  mould  this  be  refilled,  they  faw  no  reafon 
for  Britain's  exhaufting  her  wealth  and  flrength  to 
fupport  a  chimerical  balance,  in  which  her  intereit 
was  but  remotely  concerned.     It  was  their  opinion, 
that   by  keeping  aloof,  me  might  render   herfelf 
more  refpe£table.     Her  referve  would  overawe  con- 
tending powers  :  they  would  in  their  turns  fue  for 
her  affiftance,  and  implore  her  good  offices  ;  and, 
inftead  of  declaring  herfelf  a  party,  me  would  have 
the  honour  to  decide  as  arbitrefs  of  their  difputes. 
Perhaps  trtey  extended  this  idea  too  far ;  and  in  all 
probability,  their  notions  were  inflamed  by  a  fprrit 
of  faction.     They  hated  the  Whigs  as  their  politi- 
cal adverfaries,  and  detefted  the  war,  becaufe  it  had 
been  countenanced  and  fupported  by  the  intereft  of 
that  party.     The  king  believed,  that  a  conjunc- 
tion of  the  two  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
v/ould  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe  ;  and 
that   this   could   not  be  prevented   by  any  other 
method  than  a  general   union  of   the  other  Eu- 
ropean powers.      He  certainly  was  an  enthufiait 
in  his  fentimentsof  this  equilibrium-,  and  fully  con- 
vinced that  he  himfelf,  of  all  the   potentates  in 
Chriftendom,  was  the  only  prince  capable  of  acij lift- 
ing the  balance.     The  Imperial  ambaflador  could 
not  therefore  be  long  ignorant  of  his  real  purpoic, 
as  he  converfed  with   the  Dutch  favourites,  who 
knew  and  approved  of  their  matter's  defign,  though 
he  avoided  a  declaration,  until  he  fhould  have  ren- 
dered his  minifters  more  propitious  to  his  aim.  The 
true  fecret,  however,  of  that  referve  with  whi^h  count 
Wratiflaw  was  treated  at  his  firft  arrival,  was  a  pri- 
vate negotiation  which  the  king  had  fee  on  foot  with 
the  regency  of  Spain,  touching  a  barrier  in  the  Ne- 
therlands.   He  propoled,  that  certain  towns  mould 
he  garrifoned  with  Englifli  and  Dutch  troops,  by 

way 
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Way  of  fecurity  againft  the  ambitious  defigns  of1*'0-1?0"* 
France ;  but  the  regency  were  fo  devoted  to  the 
French  intereft,  that  they  refufed  to  liften  to  any 
propofal  of  this  nature.  While  this  affair  was  in 
agitation,  William  reiblved  to  maintain  a  wary  dif- 
tance  from  the  emperor  ;  but,  when  his  effort  mif- 
carried,  the  ambaflador  found  him  much  more  open 
and  acceffiblef. 

The  parliament  meeting  on  the  fixth,  was  pro-  The  com- 
rogued  to  the  tenth  day  of  February,  when  Mr.  ™pj;u0"; 
JHarley  was  chofen  fpeaker  by  a  great  majority,  iritot;,ecou:t. 
oppofition  to  Sir  Richard  Onflow.  The  king  had 
previoufly  told  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton,  it  would  be 
for  his  fervice'that  he  fhould  yield  his  pretenfions  to 
Harley  at  thisjun&ure ;  and  that  gentleman  agreed 
to  abient  himfelf  from  the  houfe  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. The  king  obferved  in  his  fpeech,  That  the 
nation's  lofs  in  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
had  rendered  it  abfolutely  necefTary  for  them  to 
make  further  provifion  for  the  fticceflion  of  the 
crown  in  the  proteftant  line  :  That  the  death  of  the 
king  of  Spain  had  made  iuch  an  alteration  in  the 
affair*  of  the  continent,  as  required  their  mature 
deliberation.  The  reft  of  his  harrangue  turned 
upon  the  ufual  topics  of  demanding  fupplies  for  the 
enfuing  year,  reminding  them  of  the  deficiencies 

•f-  This  year  was  diftirguiflicd  by  a  againft  the  Mufcovitrs,  who  had  un- 

glorious  viclory  which  rhe  young  king  tak;-n  the  liege  of  Narva.   •  The  czar 

of  Sweden  obtained  in  the  nineteenth  quitted  his  army  with  fume  precipita- 

yearof  his  age.     Riga   continued  in-  tion,  as  if  he  had  besn  afraid  of  ha- 

Vefted  by  the  king  of  Poland,  while  z.irding    his    perfon,    while    Charles 

Peter  the   czar  of  Mufcovy  made  his  advanced    through    ways    that    were 

approaches  to  Narva,  at  the  head  of  thought  imprafHcable,  and  fur,rif«d 

a  prodigious  armv,   purpofing,  in  vio-  the  enemy.   H:  broke  into  their  camp 

lation  of  all  faith  and  juftice,  to  flute  before  they  had  the  Jeaft  intimation  of 

the  fpoiis  of  the  youthful  monarch,  hi?  approach,  and  tttally  routed  them 

Charts  landed    at  Revel,    compelled  after  a  ftnrt  refiftanre.     He  took  a 

the   Saxons   to    abandon  the    fiege  of  great   number  of  prifoners,   with   all 

Riga,  and  having  fupplicd  the  place,  their  haggagr,    vents,    and    artil  cry, 

marched   with    a   handful    of  troop«  and  entered  NarvA  in  triumph. 

P  2  and 
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A-c- 1 7°°  and  public  debts,  recommending  to  their  inquiry 
the  itate  of  the  navy  and  fortifications,  exhorting 
them  to  encourage  commerce,  employ  the  poor, 
and  proceed  with  vigour  and  animofity  in  all  their 
deliberations.     Though  the  elections  had  been  ge- 
nerally carried  in  favour  of  the  Tory  intereft,  the 
miniftry  had  fecured  but  one  part  of  that  faction. 
Some  of  the  moft  popular  leaders,  fuch  as  the  duke 
of  Leeds,  the  marquis  of  Normanby,  the  earl  of 
Nottingham,    Seymour,   Mufgrave,  How,  Finch, 
and  Showers,  had  been  either  neglected  or  found 
refractory,  and  reiblved  to  oppoie  the  court-mea- 
iures  with  all  their  influence.     Befides,  the  French 
king  knowing  that  the  peace  of  Europe  would  in  a 
great  meafure  depend  on  the  refolutions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  parliament,  is  faid  to  have  diftributed  great  fums 
of  money  in  England,  by  means  of  his  minifter 
Tallard,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  oppofition  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.     Certain  it  is,  the  nation 
abounded  at   this  period  with  the   French  coins 
called  Louis  d'or  and  piftoles  •,    but  whether  this 
redundancy  was  owing  to  a  balance  of  trade  in  fa- 
vour of  England,  or  to  the  largeilcs  of  Lewis,  we 
fhall  not  pretend  to  determine.     We  may  likewife 
obierve,  that  the  infamous  practice  of  bribing  elec- 
tors had  never  been  ib  flagrant  as  in  the  choice  of 
reprefentatives   for  this  parliament.     The  fcanda- 
lous  traffic  had  been  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  Whig- 
party,  and  therefore   their  antagonifts  reiblved  to 
fpare  no  pains  in  detecting  their  corruption.     Sir 
Edward  Seymour  diilinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  zeal 
and  activity,  brought  ibme  of  thefe   practices  to 
light,  and,  in  particular,  iligmatized  the  new  Eaft- 
India  company,  for  having  been  deeply  concerned 
in   this  Ipecies  of  venality.     An  inquiry  being  fee 
on  foot  in  the  houie  of  commons,  feveral  elections 
were  declared  void ;  and,  divers  pgrlbns  who  had 
been  illegally  returned,  were  firil  expelled  the  houfe, 

and 
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and  afterwards  detained  in  prifon.     'Yet  thefe  pro-  A>c<  17°°' 
fecutions  were   carried   on  with  fuch  partiality  as 
plainly  indicated  that  they  flowed  rather  from  party- 
zeal  than  from  patriotifm. 

A  great  body  of  the  commons  had  refolved  to  The  lords 
prefent  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring  he  would  JondlfSnd- 
acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  the  motion,  >•  g 
in  all  probability,  would  have  been  carried  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  had  not  one  bold  and  lucky 
expreffion  given  fuch  a  turn  to  the  debate,  as  in- 
duced the  anti-courtiers  to  defift.  One  Mr.  Monk- 
ton,  in  the  heat  of  his  declamation  againft  this  mea- 
fure,  faid,  he  expected  the  next  vote  would  be  for 
owning  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales.  Though 
there  was  little  or  no  connexion  between  thefe  two 
fubjefts,  a  great  many  members  were  ftartled  at 
the  infmuation,  and  deferred  the  meafure,  which 
was  dropped  accordingly.  The  king's  fpeech  being 
taken  into  confederation,  the  houfe  refolved  to  fup- 
port  his  majefty  and  his  government ;  to  take  fuch 
effectual  meafures  as  might  befl  conduce  to  the  in- 
tereft  and  fafety  of  England,  and  the  prefervation  of 
the  proteftant  religion.  This  refolution  was  pre- 
fented  in  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  who  received  it 
favourably.  At  the  fame  time,  he  layed  before 
them  a  memorial  he  had  received  from  the  States- 
general,  and  defired  their  advice  and  afliftance  in 
the  points  that  conftituted  the  fubftance  of  this 
remonftrance.  The  ftates  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  they  had  acknowledged  the  duke  of  Anjou  as 
king  of  Spain  :  That  France  had  Agreed  to  a  nego- 
tiation, in  which  they  might  ftipulate  the  neceflary 
conditions  for  fecuring  the  peace  of  Europe  ;  and, 
That  they  were  firmly  refolved  to  do  nothing  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  his  majefty  and  their  other 
allies.  They,  therefore,  begged  he  would  fend  a 
minifter  to  the  Plague,  with  neceflary  powers  and 
inftructions  to  co-operate  with  them  in  this  nego- 
P  3  tiation 
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A.  c.  1700,  tiation  •,  and,  in  cafe  it  mould  prove  ineffectual,  or 
Holland  be  fuddenly  invaded  by  the  troops  which 
Lewis  had  ordered  to  advance  towards  their  fron- 
tiers, they  relied  on  the  afTiftance  of  England,  and 
hoped  his  majefty  would  prepare  the  fuccours  fti- 
pulated  by  treaty,  to  be  ufed,   mould  occafion  re- 
quire.    The  memorial  was  likewile  communicated 
to  the  houfe  of  lords.     Mean  while  the  commons 
defired,  that  the  treaties  between  England  and  the 
States- general  fhould  be  layed  before  their  houfe. 
Thefe  being  perufed,  they  refolved  upon  an  ad- 
drefs,  to  defire  his  majefty  would  enter  into  fuch 
negotiations  with  the  States-general  and  other  poten- 
tates, as  might  moft  effectually  conduce  to  the  mutual 
fafety  of  Great-Britain  and  the  United-Provinces, 
as  well  as  r.o  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  to  affure  him  of  their  fupport  and  aflif- 
tance,  in  performance  of  the  treatyfqbfifting.be- 
tween  England  and  the  States -general.     This  refo- 
lution,  however,  was  not  carried  without  great  op- 
pofition  from  thqfe  who  were  averfe  to  the  nation's 
involving  itfelf  in  another  war  upon  the  continent. 
The  ki-ng  profefTed  himfelf  extremely  well  pleafed 
with  this  addrefs,  and  told  them  he  would  imme- 
diately order  his  minifters  abroad  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  States-general  and  other  powers,  for  the 
attainment  of  thofe  ends  they  propofed. 

He  communicated  to  the  commons  a  letter  writ- 

^Jt'Jdirttw  ten  by  the  earl  of  Melfort  to  his  brother  the  earl  of 

from  the  ear!  Perth,  governor  to  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales. 

fo  his  tfo-    It  had  been  miQaved  by  accident,  and  came  to  Lon- 

t!Kr«          don  in  the  French  mail.     It  contained  a  fcheme  for 

another  invafion  of  England,  together  with  fome 

reflections  upon  the  character  of  the  earl  of  Mid- 

dletor,  who  had  fupplanted  him  at  the  court  of  St. 

Germain's.      Melfort  was  a  mere  projector,   an4 

feems  tp  have  had  no  other  view  than  that  of  recom- 

pending  himfcjf  to  king  James,  and  bringing  his 

rival 
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rival  into  difgrace.  The  houfe  of  lords,  to  whom>A-c-  '700' 
the  letter  was  alfo  imparted,  ordered  it  to  be  print- 
ed, and  next  day  prefented  an  addrefs,  thanking 
his  majefty  for  his  care  of  the  proteftant  religion  ; 
defiring  all  the  treaties  made  fince  the  laft  war  might 
be  layed  before  them  -,  requefting  him  to  engage 
in  fuch  alliances  as  he  mould  think  proper  for  pre- 
ferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  afluring 
him  of  their  concurrence  •,  exprefling  their  acknow- 
ledgment for  his  having  communicated  Melfort's 
letter  •,  defiring  he  would  give  order  for  feizing  the 
horfes  and  arms  of  difaffeded  perfons  ;  for  remov- 
ing papifts  from  London ;  and  for  fearching  after 
thofe  arms  and  provifions  of  war  mentioned  in  the 
letter :  finally,  they  requefted  him  to  equip  fpeedily 
4  fufficient  fleet  for  the  defence  of  himfelf  and  his 
kingdom.  They  received  a  gracious  anfwer  to  this 
addrefs,  which  was  a  further  encouragement  to  the 
king  to  put  his  own  private  defigns  in  execution; 
and  towards  the  fame  end  the  letter  contributed  not 
a  little,  by  inflaming  the  fears  and  refentment  of 
the  nation  againft  France,  which  in  vain  difclaimed 
the  earl  of  Melfort  as  a  fantaftical  fchemer,  to  whom 
no  regard  was  payed  at  the  court  of  Verfailles.  The 
French  miniftry  complained  of  the  publication  of 
this  letter,  as  an  attempt  to  fow  jealoufies  between 
the  two  crowns ;  and,  as  a  convincing  proof  of 
their  fmcerity,  banifhed  the  earl  of  Melfort  to 
Angers. 

The  credit  of  exchequer  bills  was  fo  lowered  by  succe/iionof 
the  change  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  lapfe  of  the  the ,cr,own 

11  i  r         i      •        •          1 i      •  i  i  f  11  lerded  upon 

Tiny  allotted  for  their  circulation,  that  they  fell  near  the  prince* 
twenty  per  cent,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue,  fr°.^*^"* 
and  the  difcreditof  the  government  in  foreign  coun-  grrof  Hano- 
tries.     The  commons  having  taken  this  atfair  into  p^'teaft"dntthe 
confideration,    voted,    That  provifion  mould   be  heirs  Oi  her 
made  from  time  to  time  for  making  good  the  prin- bcd'' 
cipal  and  intereft  due  on  all  parliamentary  funds ; 
P  4  artel 
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A,  c.  1700.  ancj  afterwards  paffed  a  bill  for  renewing  the  bills 
of  credit,  commonly  called  Exchequer-bills.     This 
was  fent  up  to  the  lords  on  the  fixth  day  of  March, 
and  on  the  thirteenth  received  the  royal  affent.  The 
next  objecl;  that  engrofTed  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mons was  .the  iettiement  of  the  fucceiTioa  to  the 
throne,  which  the  king  had  recommended  to  their 
confideration  in  the  beginning  of  the  lemon.  Hav- 
ing deliberated  on  this  fubject,  they  refolved,   I  hat 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  proteitaat  re- 
ligion, it  was   abfolutely  nccefikry,  that  a  further 
declaration  mould  be  made  of  the  limitation  and 
fuccefllon  of  the  crown  in  the  proteilant  "line,  after 
his  majefty  and  the  princeis,  and  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies  refpectively  :    and,  That  further  provifion 
iliculd  be  firft  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.     Mr.  Harley  moved, 
That  fome  conditions  of  government  mi^ht  be  fet- 
tled as  preliminaries,  before  they  mould  proceed 
to  the  nomination  of  the  perfon,  that  their  fecurity 
might  be  complete.     According   they  deliberated 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  agreed  to  the  following  relo 
lutions  :   That  whoeve'r  lhall  hereafter  come  to  the 
poffcflion  of  this  crown,  fhall  join  in  communion 
-•with  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  eilablifhed  •, 
That,  in  cafe  the  crown  and  imperial  dignity  of 
this  realm  mail  hereafter  come  to  any  perlbn,   not 
being  a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  England,   this 
nation  be  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  war  for  the 
defence  of  any  dominions  or  territories  which  do 
not  belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without  the 
conftnt  of  parliament :  That  no  perfon  who  mall 
hereafter  come  to  the  pofTeffion  of  the  crown,  fhail 
go  out  of  the  dominions  of  England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  without  confcnt  of  parliament:  That,  from 
and  after  the  time,  that  the  further  limitation  by  this 
act  fhall  take  effecT:,  all  matters  and  things  relating 

to 
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to  the  well  governing  of  this  kingdom,  which  are  A-c- |7°a- 
properly  cognizable  in  the  privy-council,  by  the 
laws  and  cuiloms  of  the  realm,  {hall  be  tranlacted 
there,  and  all  refolutions  taken  thereupon,  fhall  be 
figned  by  fuch  of  the  privy-council  as  mall  advife 
and  confent  to  the  fame  :  That  after  the  limitation 
fhall  take  effect,  no  perfon  born  out  of  the  king- 
dom of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  the  domi- 
nions thereunto  belonging,  although  he  be  natura- 
lized, and  make  a  denizen  (except  fuch  as  are  born 
of  En  gain  parents)  mall  be  capable  to  be  of  the 
privy-councii,  or  a  member  of  either  houfe  of  par- 
liament, or  to  enjoy  any  office  or  place  of  truft, 
either  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  grant  of 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  from  the  crown 
to  himfelf,  or  to  any  others  in  truft  for  him :  That 
no  perfon  who  has  an  office  or  pkce  of  profit  under 
the  king,  or  receives  a  penfion  from  the  crown, 
fhall  be  capable  of  ferving  as  member  of  the  houfe 
of  commons :  That  after  the  limitation  fhall  take 
effect,  judges  commifiions  be  made,  quamdiu  fe 
bene  grfierint,  and  their  falaries  afcertained  and 
eftablifhed  i  but,  upon  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  it  may  be  lawful  to  remove  them  : 
That  no  pardon  under  the  great  feal  of  England  be 
pleadable  to  an  impeachment  by  the  commons  in 
parliament.  Having  fettled  thefe  preliminaries,  they 
refolved,  That  the  princefs  Sophia,  dutchefs  dowager 
of  Hanover,  be  declared  the  next  in  fuccefiion  to 
the  crown  of  England,  in  the  proteftant  line,  after 
his  majefty  and  the  princefs,  and  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies  reipectively  :  and,  That  the  further  limita- 
tion of  the  crown  be  to  the  faid  princefs  Sophia  and 
the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  proteflants.  A  bill 
being  formed  on  thefe  relolution.i,  was  fent  up  to 
the  houfe  of  lords,  where  it  met  with  fome  oppofi- 
tion  from  the  marquis  of  Normanby  ;  and  a  protefl 
was  entered  againft  it  by  the  earls  of  Huntington 

and 
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A,C.  1 7oo.  and  Plymouth,  the  lords  Guildford  and  Jeffries. 
Neverthelefs,  it  pafled  without  amendments,  and 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  June  received  the  royal  afient : 
yet,  the  king  was  extremely  mortified  at  the  preli- 
minary limitations,  which  he  confidered  as  an  open 
infult  on  his  own  conduct  and  adminiftration  ;  not 
but  that  they  were  necefiary  precautions,  naturally 
fuggefted  by  the  experience  of  thofe  evils  to  which 
the  nation  had  been  already  expofed,  in  confequence 
of  raifing  a  foreign  prince  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land. As  the  Tories  lay  under  the  imputation  of 
favouring  the  late  king's  intereft,  they  exerted 
themfelves  zealoufly  on  this  occafion,  to  wipe  off 
the  afperfion,  andinfmuate  themfelves  into  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people ;  hoping,  that  in  the  fequel 
they  mould  be  able  to  reilrain  the  nation  from  en- 
gaging too  deep  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
without  incurring  the  charge  of  tljlaffeftion  to  the 
prefent  king  and  government.  The  aft  of  fettle- 
ment  being  pafied,  the  earl  of  Macclesfield  was 
fent  to  notify  the  tranfaftion  to  the  eleftreis  Sophia, 
who  likewife  received  from  his  hands  the  order  of 
the  garter. 

The  dutch-  The  aft  of  fuccefiion  gave  umbrage  to  all  the 
JroSuT07  popifh  princes  who  were  more  nearly  related  to  the 
gamft  this  crown  than  this  lady,  whom  the  parliament  had  pre- 
ferred to  all  others.  The  dutchels  of  Savoy,  grand- 
daughter to  king  Charles  I.  by  her  mother,  ordered 
her  ambaflador  count  Maffei,  to  make  a  protefta- 
tion  to  the  parliament  of  England,  in  her  name, 
againft  all  relblutions  and  decifions  contrary  to  her 
title,  as  fole  daughter  to  the  princeis  Henrietta,  next 
in  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of  England,  after  king 
William  and  the  princeis  Anne  of  Denmark* 
Two  copies  of  this  proteft  Maffei  fent  in  letters 
to  the  lord-keeper  and  the  fpeaker  of  the  lower 
houfe,  by  two  of  his  gentlemen,  and  a  public  notary 
to  atteft  the  delivery  j  but,  no  notice  was  taken  qf 

5  «hq 
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the  declaration.  The  duke  of  Savoy,  while 
minifter  was  thus  employed  in  England,  engaged 
in  an  alliance  with  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain, 
on  condition,  That  his  catholic  majefty  mould  ef- 
poufe  his  youngeft  daughter  without  a  dowry  : 
That  he  himfelf  fhould  command  the  allied  army 
in  Italy,  and  furnim  eight  thoufand  infantry,  with 
five  and  twenty  hundred  horfe,  in  confideration  of 
a  monthly  fubfidy  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions,  Mr.  Stanhope  envoy  ineffectual 
extraordinary  to  the  States-general,  was  empowered  ^Jtiatk>a 
to  treat  with  the  minifters  of  France  and  Spain,  ac-  France* 
cording  to  the  addrefies  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment. He  reprefented,  that  though  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majefty  had  thought  fit  to  deviate  from  the  par- 
tition-treaty, it  was  not  reafonable  that  the  king  of 
England  mould  lofe  the  eflfecT:  of  that  convention  : 
he  therefore  expected  fome  fecurity  for  the  peace 
of  Europe  ;  and  for  that  purpole  infifted  upon  cer- 
tain articles,  importing,  That  the  French  king 
fhould  immediately  withdraw  his  troops  from  the 
Spanim  Netherlands :  That,  for  the  fecurity  of 
England,  the  cities  of  Oftend  and  Newport  mould 
be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty :  That  no  kingdom,  provinces,  cities,  lands, 
or  places  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  fliould 
ever  be  yielded  or  transferred  to  the  crown  of 
France,  on  any  pretence  whatever  :  That  the  fub- 
jects  of  his  Britannic  majefty  mould  retain  all  the 
privileges,  rights,  and  immunities,  with  regard  to 
their  navigation  and  commerce  in  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  which  they  enjoyed  at  the  death  of  his  late 
catholic  majefty :  and  alfo  all  fuch  immunities, 
rights,  and  franchifes,  as  the  fubjefts  of  France,  or 
any  other  power,  either  poflefs  for  the  prefent,  or 
may  enjoy  for  the  future :  That  all  treaties  of  peace 
and  conventions  between  England  and  Spain  fliould 
£e  renewed :  and3  That  a  treaty  formed  on  thefe 

demands 
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A.  c.  1700.  demands  fhould  be  guarantied  by  fuch  powers  as 
one  or  other  of  the  contractors  fhould  follicit  and 
prevail  upon  to  accede.  Such  likewife  were  the 
propofals  made  by  the  States-general,  with  this 
difference,  that  they  demanded  as  cautionary  towns 
all  the  ftrongeft  places  in  the  Netherlands.  Count 
D'Avaux,  the  French  minifter,  was  fo  furprifed  at 
thefe  exorbitant  demands,  that  he  could  not  help 
faying,  They  could  not  have  been  higher  if  his  ma- 
iler had  loft  four  fucceffive  battles.  He  aflfured 
them,  that  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  would  with- 
•  draw  his  troops  from  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  as 
foon  as  the  king  of  Spain  mould  have  forces  of  his 
own  fufficient  to  guard  the  country ;  but,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  other  articles,  he  could  give  no  other 
anfwer,  but  that  he  would  immediately  tranfmit 
them  to  Verfailles.  Lewis  was  filled  with  indigna- 
tion at  the  infolent  ftrain  of  thofe  propofals,  which 
he  confidered  as  a  fure  mark  of  William's  hoftile 
intentions.  He  refufed  to  give  any  other  fecurity 
for  the  peace  of  Europe,  than  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwick  ;  and  he  is  faid  to  have  tamper- 
ed, by  means  of  his  agents  and  emilfaries,  with  the 
members  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  that  they 
might  oppofe  all  fteps  tending  to  a  new  war  on 
the  continent. 

severe  ad-  King  William  certainly  had  no  expectation  that 
bet?  hotfe  France  would  clofe  with  fuch  propofals  ;  but,  he 
iu  relation  Was  not  without  hope,  that  her  refufal  would  warm 
titi'on.trea-  fne  Englifh  nation  into  a  concurrence  with  his  de- 
*J-  figns.  He  communicated  to  the  houfe  of  com- 

mons the  demands  which  had  been  made  by  him 
and  the  States  general;  and  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  would  from  time  to  time  make  them 
acquainted  with  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 
The  commons  fufpecting,  that  his  intention  was  to 
make  them  parties  in  a  congrefs  which  he  might 
conduct  to  a  different  end  from  that  which  they 

propoled) 
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propofed,  reiolved  to  fignify  their  fentiments  in  the  A.c«'7°°' 
anfwer  to  this  meiTage.  They  called  for  the  treaty 
of  partition,  which  being  read,  they  voted  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  his  majefty  for  his  gracious  de- 
claration, that  he  would  make  them  acquainted 
with  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  they 
fignified  their  difapprobation  of  the  partition-treaty, 
figned  with  the  great  feal  of  England,  without  the 
advice  of  the  parliament  which  was  then  fitting, 
and  productive  of  ill  confequences  to  the  kingdom, 
as  well  as  to  the  peace  of  Europe,  as  it  affigned 
over  to  the  French  king  fuch  a  large  portion  of  the 
Spanifh  dominions.  Nothing  could  be  more  mor- 
tifying to  the  king  than  this  open  attack  upon  his 
own  conduct ;  yet  he  fupprefled  his  refentment,  and 
without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  their  fentiments 
with  refpeft  to  the  partition -treaty,  aflured  them, 
that  he  mould  be  always  ready  to  receive  their  ad- 
vice on  the  negotiation  which  he  had  fet  on  foot, 
according  to  their  defire.  The  debates  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  upon  the  iubject  of  the  partition-treaty, 
rofe  to  liich  violence,  thatdivers  members,  in  declaim- 
ing againfl  it,  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  of  decency. 
Sir  Edward  Seymour  compared  the  divifion  which 
had  been  made  of  the  Spanifh  territories,  to  a  rob- 
bery on  the  highway;  and  Mr.  Howe  did  nor 
fcruple  to  fay  it  was  a  felonious  treaty  :  an  expref- 
fion,  which  the  king  relented  to  iuch  a  degree,  th.it 
he  declared  he  would  have  demanded  perfonal  fa- 
tisfaction  with  his  fword,  had  not  he  been  reilrained 
by  the  difparity  of  condition  between  himielf  and 
the  perfon  who  had  offered  fuch  an  outrageous  in- 
fult  to  his  honour.  Whether  the  Tories  intended 
to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  nation  from  all  foreign 
connexions,  or  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  the 
late  minifters,  whom  they  hated  as  the  chiefs  of 
the  Whig  party,  certain  it  is,  they  now  raifed  an 
univerfal  outcry  againft  the  partition- treaty,  v/hich 

was 
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A.C.  1700.  ^as  not  only  condemned  in  public  pamphlets  and 
private  converfation,  but  even  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  lords  as  an  object  of  parliamentary-cen- 
fure.  In  the  month  of  March  a  warm  debate  on 
this  fubject  was  begun  by  Sheffield  marquis  of  Nor - 
manby,  and  carried  on  with  great  vehemence  by 
other  noblemen  of  the  fame  faction.  They  ex- 
claimed againft  the  article  by  which  fo  many  terri- 
tories were  added  to  the  crown  of  France  :  they 
complained,  that  the  emperor  had  been  forfaken  : 
that  the  treaty  was  not  communicated  to  the  privy- 
council  or  miniftry,  but  clandeftinely  tranfacted  by 
the  earls  of  Portland  and  Jerfey  :  and,  that  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  great  feal  had  been  unjuftly  and  irregu- 
larly applied,  firft  to  blank  powers,  and  afterwards 
to  the  treaty  itfelf.  The  courtiers  replied,  that  the 
king  had  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  partition  at  the  de- 
fire  of  the  emperor,  who  had  agreed  to  every  arti- 
cle except  that  relating  to  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  and 
afterwards  defired,  that  his  majefty  would  procure 
for  him  the  belt  terms  he  could  obtain ;  above  all 
things  recommending  fecrefy,  that  he  might  not  for- 
feit his  intereft  in  Spain,  by  feeming  to  confent  to 
the  treaty :  that  foreign  negotiations  being  intruded 
to  the  care  of  the  crown,  the  king  lay  under  no 
legal  obligation  to  communicate  fuch  fecrets  of  (late 
to  his  council  -,  far  lefs  was  he  obliged  to  follow 
their  advice  :  and,  that  the  keeper  of  the  great  feal 
had  no  authority  for  refufing  to  apply  it  to  any 
powers  or  treaty  which  the  king  mould  grant  or 
conclude,  unlefs  they  were  contrary  to  law,  which 
had  made  no  provifion  for  fuch  an  emergency  J. 

J  In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  the  French  king  was  not   only  to  be  re- 

eari    of  Rochcftcr  reprehended  lome  fpefted,   but  l.kewife  to  be  ftared  j  a 

Joids  fcr  fpeaking  difiefpeclfullyof  the  certain  lord  replied,  he  hoprd  no  man 

French  king,obferv  np,  that  it  was  pe-  in  England  needed  to  be  afraid  of  the 

culiarly  incumbent  on  peer*  to  treat  French  king,  rr.uch  lefs  the  peer  who 

monarchs  with  decorum  and  refpcft,  frokelaft,  who  was  too  much  a  friend 

•s  they  derived  their  dignity  from  the  to  that  monarch   to  fear   any  thing 

crown.     Another  affin»:ng,  that  ths  frtm  his  relcntraent, 

The 
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The  earl  of  Portland  apprehending  that  this  tempeft  A-c«  «7°«* 
would  burft  upon  his  head,  declared,  on  the  fecond 
day  of  the  debate,  that  he  had  by  the  king's  order 
communicated  the  treaty  before  it  was  concluded, 
to  the  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Marlborough,  the 
lords  Lonfdale,  Somers,  Hallifax,  and  fecretary 
Vernon.  Thefe  noblemen  owned,  that  they  had 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  fubftance  of  it :  that 
when  they  excepted  to  fome  particulars,  they  were 
told,  his  majefty  had  carried  the  matter  as  far  as  it 
could  be  advanced,  and  that  he  could  obtain  no 
better  terms  :  thus  affured  that  every  article  was 
already  fettled,  they  no  longer  infilled  upon  parti- 
culars, but  gave  their  advice,  that  his  majefly 
fhould  not  engage  himfelf  in  any  meafure  that 
would  produce  a  new  war,  feeing  the  nation  had 
been  fo  uneafy  under  the  laft.  After  long  debate^, 
and  great  variety  as  well  as  virulence  of  altercation, 
they  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  difapprov- 
ed  of  the  partition- treaty,  as  a  fchemc  inconfiftent 
with  the  peace  and  fafety  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain.  They 
complained,  that  neither  the  inftructions  given  to 
his  plenipotentiaries,  nor  the  draught  of  the  treaty 
itfelf,  had  been  laicl  before  his  majefty's  council. 
They  humbly  belbught';ihim,  thajc  for  the  future, 
he  would  in  all  matters  of  importance,  require, 
and  admit  the  advice  of  his  natural-born  fubjects 
of  known  probity  and  fortune:  and,  that  he  would 
conilitute  a  council  of  fuch  perfons,  to  whom  he 
might  impart  all  affairs  which  mould  any  way  con- 
cern him  and  his  dominions.  They  obierved,  that 
intereft  and  natural  affection  to  their  country,  would 
incline  them  to  every  meafure  that  might  tend  to 
its  welfare  and  profperity ;  whereas  ftrangers  could 
not  be  1o  much  influenced  by  thofe  confiderations  : 
that  their  knowledge  of  the  country  would  render 
them  more  capable  than  foreigners  could  be,  of 

advifing 
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*.c.  1700.  advifmg  his  majefty  touching  the  true  interefts  of 
Burmt.       his  kingdom  :  that  they  had  exhibited  fucli  repeat - 
c!iemuon'   ed  demonftrauons  of  their  duty  and  affection,  as 
Lamherty.    muft  convince  his  majefty  of  their  zeal  in  his  fer- 
•rindai!*  *'  v'ce  »  nor  could  he  want  the  knowledge  of  perfons 
Ralph.        fit  to  be  employed  in  all  his  fecret  and  arduous  af- 
fairs :  finally,  as  the  French  king  appeared  to  have 
violated  the   treaty  of  partition,  they  advifed  his 
majefty  in  future   negotiations  with  that  prince,  to 
proceed  with  fuch  caution  as  might  imply  a  real 
fecurity. 

•wuiiam:t  .  The  king  received  this  fevere  remonftrance  with 
aSlSge  his  ufual  phlegm,  faying,  it  contained  matter  of  very 
the  king  or  great  moment ;  and  that  he  would  take  care  that 
Spain'  all  treaties  he  made  mould  be  for  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  England.  Though  he  deeply  felt  this 
affront,  he  would  not  alter  his  conduct  towards  the 
new  rninifters  ;  but,  he  plainly  perceived  their  in- 
tention was  to  thwart  him  in  his  favourite  meafure, 
and  humble  him  into  a  dependence  upon  their  in- 
A  c  i  01  tereft  'n  parliament.  On  the  laft  day  of  March  he 
imparted  to  the  commons  the  French  king's  decla- 
ration, that  he  would  grain  no  other  fecurity  than 
a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick :  fo  that  the 
negotiation  feemed  to  be  at  an  end.  He  likewife 
communicated  two  refolutions  of  the  ftates-general, 
with  a  memorial  from  their  envoy  in  England,  re- 
lating to  the  mips  they  had  equipped  with  a  view 
to  join  the  Englifh  fleet,  and  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-leven,  which  they  de- 
fired  might  be  lent  over  with  all  convenient  expedi- 
tion. The  houfe  having  confidered  this  meflage, 
unanimoufly  relblved,  to  defire  his  majefty  would 
carry  on  the  negotiations  in  concert  with  the  ftates- 
general,  and  take  fuch  meafures  therein  as  might 
moft  conduce  to  their  laiety  •,  and,  they  affured  him, 
they  would  effectually  enable  him  to  fupport  the 

treaty 
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treaty  of  fcventy-feven,    by   which   England  wa$A.c.;7oi, 
bound  to  affift  them  with  ten  thoufand  men,  and 
twenty  mips  of  war,  in  cafe  they  mould  be  attack- 
ed.    Though  the  king  was  nettled  at  that  part  of 
this  addrels,  which,  by  confining  him  to  one  treaty, 
implied  their  difapprobation  of  a  new  confederacy, 
he  difcovered  no  (igns  of  emotion ;  but  thanked 
them  for  the  afiurance  they  had  given,  and  told 
them  he  had  fent  orders  to  his  envoy  at  the  Haguej 
to  continue    the    conferences  with  the  courts   of 
France  and  Spain.     On  the  nineteenth  day  of  April 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  delivered   to   the   earl  of 
Manchefter  at  Paris,  a  letter,  from  the  new  king  of 
Spain  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  notifying  his  accef- 
fion  to  that  throne,  and  exprefiing  a  defire  of  culti^ 
vating  a  mutual  friendfhip  with  the  king  and  crown 
of  England.     How  averfe  foever  William  might 
have  been  to  any  correfpondence  of  this  fort,  the 
earl  of  Rochefter  and   the  new  miniflers,  impor- 
tuned him  in  luch  a  manner  to  acknowledge  Philip, 
that  he  at  length  complied  with  their  intreaties  ; 
and  wrote  a  civil  anfwer  to  his  mod  cathojic  ma- 
jefty.    This  was  a  very  alarming  incident  to  the 
emperor,  who  was   bent  upon  a  war  with  the  two 
crowns,  and  had  determined  to  fend  prince  Eugene 
with  an  army  into  Italy,  to  take  pofleffion  of  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  as   a  fief  of  the  empire.     The 
new  Pope  Clement  XI.  who  had  lucceeded  to  the 
papacy  in  the  preceding  year,  was  attached  to  the 
French  intereft,  while  the  Venetians  favoured  the 
emperor  •,  but  they  refufed  to   declare  themfclves 
at  this  juncture. 

The  French  king  confented  to  a  renewal  of  the  Thet™ 
negotiations  at  the  Hague  •,  but,  in  the  mean  time  k°a'«fe.et» 

,        •    i       1       -.-^          I      j  •  i  to  enter  intf) 

tampered  with  the  Dutch  deputies,  to  engage  them  &t  king** 
in  a  i'eparate  treaty.       Finding  them  determined  to  meafurw, 
aft  in  concert  with  the  king  of  England,  he  protrac- 
ted the  conferences,  in  order  to  gain  time,  while 
N"<  85.  Q^  he 
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A. c.  1701.  he  erected  fortifications,  and  drew  lines  on, the  fron- 
tiers of  Holland,  divided  the  princes  of  the  empire 
by  his  intrigues,  and  en  ieavoured  to  gain  over  the 
flates  of  Italy.     The  Dutch,   mean  while,  exerted 
thrmfelves    in  providing  for    their    own  fccurity. 
They  reinforced  their  garrifons,  purchafed  iupplies, 
and  foliicited  fuccours  from  foreign  potentates.   The 
dates  wrote  a  letter  to  king  William,  explaining  the 
danger  of  their  fituation,  prof  effing  the    molt  in- 
violable attachment  to  the  intereft  of  England,  and 
defiring,  that  the  ftipulated  nu mber  of  troops  mould 
be  ftnc  immediately  to  their  afHiiance.     The  three 
Scottim   regiments  which  he   had    retained  in  his 
own  pay,  were  immediately  tranfported  from  Scot- 
land.    The  letter  of  the  ftates-general  he  commu- 
nicated to  the   houle  of  commons,  who,  having 
taken  it  into  confederation,  refolved  to  afiift  his  ma- 
jefly  to  fupport  his  allies  in  maintaining  the  liberty 
of  Europe  -,   and  to  provide    immediate  fuccours 
for  the   flates  general,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
feventy-feven.     The  houfe  of  peers,  to  whom  the 
letter  was   alfo    communicated,   carried   their  ze.il 
ftill  farther.     They  preiented  an  addreis,  in  which 
they  defired   his   majefty  would  not  only  perform 
the  articles  of  any  former  treaty  with  the  ftatrs  ge- 
neral, but  alfo  engage  with  them  in  a  ftrift  league 
offenfive  and  defenfive,  for  their  common  preferva- 
tion  ;  and  invite   into  it  all  the  princes  and  flates 
that  were  concerned  in  the   preient  vifible  danger 
arifing  from  the  union  of  France  and  Spain.    They 
exhorted  him  to  enter  into  Inch  alliances  with  the 
emperor,  as  his  majefty  mould  think  necefTiry,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  ends  of   the  treaty  concluded  in  the 
year  one    thoufand  fix   hundred  and  eighty  nine. 
They  afTured  him  of  their  hearty  and  linceiv  aliitt- 
ance,  not  doubting  that  almighty  God  would  pro- 
tecl  his  iacred  perfon  in  fo  righteous  a  cau'e ;  and, 
that  the  unanimity,  wealth,  and  courage  of  his  fub- 
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jects  would  carry  him  with  honour  and  fuccefs  A  c>  I7CI> 
through  all  the  difficulties  of  a  juft  war.  Laftly, 
they  took  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that  the  dan- 
gers to  which  his  kingdom  and  allies  had  been  ex- 
poied,  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  fatal  counfels  that 
prevented-his  majefty's  iboner  meeting  his  people 
in  parliament. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  both  houfes  could  not  but  The  ccm* 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  king,  who  expreffed  his™0^sjac£ojve 
fstisfac\ion  in  his  anlwer  to  each  apart.  They  weretfieir  veng«- 
the  more  remarkable,  as  at  this  very  time  confi-  oidLlniftl^.  I 
derable  progrefs  was  made  in  a  defign  to  impeach 
the  old  miniilry.  This  deviation,  therefore,  from 
the  tenour  of  their  former  conduct,  could  be  ov/ing 
to  no  other  motive  than  a  fenfe  of  their  own  dan- 
ger, and  relentment  againft  France,  which,  even 
during  the  negotiation,  had  been  fecretly  employed 
in  making  preparations  to  furprife  and  diilrefs  the 
Hates- general.  The  commons  having  exprefied 
their  lentiments  on  this  fubjeft,  relumed  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  partition -treaty.  They  had  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  examine  the  journals  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  treaty  of  partition.  When  the  re- 
port was  made  by  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  the  houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  confider  the 
ftate  of  the  nation  ;  and,  after  warm  debates,  re- 
folved,  That  William  earl  of  Portland,  by  negoti« 
ating  and  concluding  the  treaty  of  partition,  was 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanour.  They 
ordered  Sir  John  Levifon  Gower  to  impeach  him  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords ;  and  named  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  articles  of  his  impeachment. 
Then,  in  a  conference  with  the  lords,  they  defired 
to  know  the  particulars  of  what  had  paffed  between 
the  earl  of  Portland  and  fecretary  Verncn,  in  re- 
lation to  the  partition- treaty,  as  alfo  what  other  in- 
formation they  had  obtained  concerning  nrgoti- 
i  ations 
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A.  c,  1701.  ations  or  treaties  of  partition  of  the  Spanifh  mo- 
narchy. The  lords  demurring  to  this  demand,  the 
lower  houfe  refolvecl  to  addreis  the  king,  Thar 
copies  of  both  treaties  of  partition,  together  with 
all  the  powers  and  ir.ftrudtrons  for  negotiating  thofe 
treaties,  mould  be  laid  before  them.  The  copies 
were  accordingly  produced,  and  the  lords  fent  down 
to  the  commons  two  papers,  containing  the  powers 
granted  to  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Jeriey,  for  fign- 
ing  both  treaties  of  partition.  The  houfe  after- 
wards ordered,  That  Mr.  fecretary  Vernon  mould 
lay  before  them  all  the  letters  which  had  pafied  be- 
tween the  earl  of  Portland  and  him,  in  relation  to 
thofe  treaties  ;  and  he  thought  proper  to  obey  their 
command.  Nothing  could  be  more  fcandaloufly 
partial  than  the  conduct  of  the  commons  on  this 
occafion.  They  refolved  to  fkreen  the  earl  of 
Jerfey,  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  and  Mr.  Vernon, 
who  had  been  as  deeply  concerned  as  any  others  in 
that  tranfaction ;  and  pointed  all  their  vengeance 
againft  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Orford,  the  lords 
Somers  and  Hallifax.  Some  of  the  members  even 
tampered  with  Kidd,  who  was  now  a  prilbner  in 
Newgate,  to  accufe  lord  Somers  as  having  en- 
couraged him  in  his  piracy.  He  was  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  houfe,  and  examined  ;  but  he  declared, 
that  he  had  never  fpoke  to  lord  Somers  -,  and  that 
he  had  no  order  from  thofe  concerned  in  the  fhip, 
but  that  of  purfuing  his  voyage  againft  the  pirates 
in  Madagalcar.  Finding  him  unfit  for  their  pur- 
pofe,  they  left  him  to  the  courfe  of  law ;  and  he, 
with  fome  of  his  crew,  were  hanged. 

The  earh  of     Lord  Somers  undcrftanding  that  he  was  accufed 
Portland      jn  tne  houlc  of  commons,  of  having  confentcd  to 

and  Orford.      ,  ..  ,rii  i  •     i       i_          j 

the  lords     the  partition -treaty,  deiired,  that  he  might  be  ad- 
m^tte<^  an<^  neard  in  his  own  defence.     His  requeft 
being  granted,  he  told  the  houfe,  that  when  he  re- 
ceived the  king's  letter  concerning  the  partition- 
treaty, 
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treaty,  with   an  order  to  fend  over  the  neceflary A<c<  I"or- 
powers  in  the  mod  fecret  manner,  he   thought  it 
would  have   been   taking  too  much  upon  him  to 
put  a  flop  to  a  treaty  of  fuch  confequence,  when 
the  life  of  the  king  or  Spain  was  fo  precarious ;  for, 
had  that  king  died  before  the  treaty  was  finifhed, 
and  he  been   blamed  for  delaying  the  neceffary 
powers,  he  coukl  not  have-  juftified  his  own  con- 
duel:,  fi nee  the  king's  letter  was  really  a  warrant : 
that,  ricverthclefs,   he   had  written   a  letter  ro  his 
majefty,  objecting  to  feveral  particulars  in  the  treaty, 
and  propoling  other  articles  which  he  thought  were 
for  the  intereit  of  his  country :  that  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  put  the  great  feal  to  the  treaty 
when  it  was  concluded  :  that,  as  a  privy-counfellor, 
he  had  offered  his   beft  advice,  and  as  chancellor, 
executed  his  office  according  to  his  duty.     After 
he  had  withdrawn,  his   j  unification  gave   rife  to  a 
long  debate,  which  ended  in  a  refolution  carried 
by  a  majority  of   ieven  voices,   That  John   lord 
Somers,  by  advifing  his  majefty  to  conclude  the 
treaty  of  partition,  whereby  large  territories  of  the 
Spanilh   monarchy  were   to   be   delivered   up   to 
France,   was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and    mifde- 
meanour.     Votes   to  the  fame  effect  were  paffed 
againfi  Edward  earl  of  Orford,  and  Charles  lord 
Hallifax ;  and  all  three  were  impeached  at  the  bar 
of  the  upper  h'oufe.      But,  the  commons  knowing 
that  thole  impeachments  would  produce  nothing  in 
the  houte  of  lords,  where  the  oppofite  intereit  pre- 
dominated, they  relolved  to  proceed  againft  Nthe 
acculed  noblemen  in  a  more  expeditious  and  effec- 
tual way  of  branding  their  reputation.     They  voted 
and  prefenttd  an  addrefs  to  the  king,   Gearing  lie 
would  remove  them  from  his  councils  and  pretence 
forever,  as  advifers  of  a  treaty  fo  pernicious  to  rhe 
trade  and  welfare  of  England.     Tru-y  concK 
by  repeating  their  afTurances,  that  they  woi:l 

ways 
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A.  c.  lypi.  ways  ftand  by  and  fupport  his  majefty  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  agamfi  all  his  enemies  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  king,  in  his  anfwer,  art- 
fully overlooked  the  firft  part  of  the  remonflrance. 
He  thanked  them  for  their  repeated  affurances ; 
and  told  them  he  would  employ  none  in  his  fervicc 
but  fuch  as  mould  be  thought  mod  likely  to  im- 
prove that  mutual  truft  and  confidence  between  him 
and  his  people,  which  was  fo  neceflary  at  that  con- 
juncture, both  for  their  own  fecurity  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  allies. 

Difputesbe.  The  lords,  Incenfed  at  this  ftep  of  the  commons, 
«*-ten  the  which  they  confidered  as  an  infult  upon  their  tri- 
bunal, and  a  violation  of  common  juftice,  drew  up 
and  delivered  a  counter- addrefs,  humbly  befeech- 
ing  his  majefty,  that  he  would  not  pafs  any  cenfure 
upon  the  acculed  lords,  until  they  mould  be  tried 
on  the  impeachments,  and  judgment  be  given  ac~ 
cording  to  the  ufage  of  parliament.  The  king  was 
ib  perplexed  by  theie  oppofite  reprefentations,  that 
he  knew  not  well  what  courfe  to  follow.  He  made 
no  reply  to  the  counter- addrefs ;  but  allowed  the 
names  of  the  impeached  lords  to  remain  in  the 
council- books.  The  commons  having  carried  their 
point,  which  was  to  ftigmatize  thole  noblemen,  and 
prevent  their  being  employed  for  the  future,  differ- 
ed the  impeachments  to  be  neglected,  until  they 
themfelves  moved  for  trial.  On  the  fifth  day  of 
May  the  houfe  of  lords  lent  a  meflage  to  the  com- 
mons, importing,  That  no  articles  had  as  yet  been 
exhibited  againft  the  noblemen  whom  they  had  im- 
peached. The  charge  was  immediately  drawn  up 
againft  the  earl  of  Orford,  whom  they  accufed  of 
having  received  exorbitant  grants  from  the  crown  : 
of  having  been  concerned  with  Kidd  the  pirate  :  of 
having  committed  abufes  in  managing  and  victual- 
ling the  fleet  when  it  lay  on  the  coalt  of  Spain  :  and 
lastly,  of  having  advifcd  the  partition-  treaty.  The 

earl 
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earl  in  his  own  defence  declared,  that  he  had  recciv-  A>  c-  f7»«» 
eci  no  grant  from  the  king,  except  a  very  diitant 
reverfion,  and  aprefentof  ten  thouiand  pounds  after 
he  had  defeated  the  French  atLaKogue:  that  in 
Kidd's  affair  he  had  acted  legally,  and  with  a  good 
intention  towards  the  public,  though  to  his  own 
lois :  that  his  accounts  with  regard  to  the  fleet 
which  he  commanded,  had  been  examined  and 
pa-fed  ;  yet,  he  was  ready  to  wave  that  advantage, 
and  jultify  himfclf  in  every  particular:  and  he  ab- 
folutiiy  denied,  that  he  had  given  any  advice  con- 
cerning the  treaty  of  partition.  Lord  Somers  was 
aca:!c-d  of  having  let  the  kals  to  the  powers,  and 
afterwards  to  the  treaties :  of  having  accepted  tome 
grants :  of  having  been  an  accomplice  with  Kidd : 
and,  of  having  been  guilty  of  partial  and  dilatory  ' 
proceedings  in  chancery.  He  anlwered  every  article 
of  the  charge  •,  but,  no  replication  was  made  by  the 
commons,  either  to  him  or  the  earl  of  Orrbrd. 
When  the  commons  were  ftimulattd  by  another 
meffage  from  the  peers,  releating  to  the  impeach- 
ments of  the  earl  of  Portland  and  lord  Hallifax, 
they  declined  exhibiting  articles  againft  the  former, 
en  pretence  of  refptcl:  for  his  majcily  ;  but,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  June  the  charge  againit  Hallifax  was 
lent  up  to  the  lords.  He  was  taxed  with  pofft fling 
a  grant  in  Ireland,  without  paying  the  produce  of 
it,  according  to  the  law  lately  tn<*cled  concerning 
thofe  grants:  with  enjoying  another  grant  out  of 
the  foroft  of  Dean,  to  the  waite  of  the.  timber,  and 
the  prejudice  oi  the  navy  :  with  having  held  places 
that  were  incompatible,  by  being  ut  the  lame  time 
commiiTionerof  the  trcafury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  :  and,  with  having  adviied  the  two  trea- 
ties of  partition.  He  anfwuvd,  that  his  grant  in 
Ireland  was  of  debts  and  fums  of  money,  not  within 
the  act  concerning  confifcateci  eilates  :  that  all  he 
had  ever  received  from  it,  did  not  exceed  four  hun- 
(4  dred 
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A  c.  1701.  dred  pounds,  which,  if  he  was  bound  to  repay,  a 
common  action  would  lie  againft  him  •,  but  every 
man  was  not  to  be  impeached  who  did  not  difcharge 
his  debts  at  the  very  day  of  payment.    He  obferved, 
that  as  his  grant  in  the  foreft  of  Dean  extended  to 
weedings  only,  it  could  occafion  no  wafte  of  timber, 
nor  prejudice  to  the  navy  :  that  the  auditor's  place 
was  held  by  another  peribn,  until  he  obtained  the 
king's  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  treafury :  that  he 
never  faw  the  firft  treaty  of  partition,  nor  was  his 
advice  afked  upon  the  fubject  :  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  thefecond  but  once  before  it  was  conclud- 
ed i  and  then  he  fpoke  his  fentiments  freely  on  the 
fubject.     This  anlwer,  like  the  others,  would  have 
been  neglected  by  the  commons,  whofe  aim  was 
now  to  evade  the  trials,   had  not  the  lords  prelTed 
them  by  meflages  to  expedite  the  articles.     They 
even  appointed  a  day  for  Orford's  trial,  and  figni- 
fied  their  refolution  to  the  commons,  who  defired 
that  a  committee  of  both  houfes  mould  be  named 
for  fettling  preliminaries,  one  of  which  was,  That 
the  lord  to  be  tried  fhould  not  fit  as  apt-er  •,  and  the 
other  imported,  That  thofe  lords  impeached  for  the 
fame  matter  fhould  not  vote  in  the  trial  of  each 
other.      They  likewife  defired,   that  lord  Somers 
fhould  be  firft  tried.     The  lords  made  no  objection 
to  this  laft  demand  •,  but  they  rejected  the  propofal 
of  a  committee  confuting  of  both  houfes,  alledging, 
that  the  commons  were  parties,  and  had  no  title  to 
fit  in  equality  with  the  judges,  or  to  iettle  matters 
relating  to  the  trial :  that  this  was  a  demand  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  law  and  rules  of  juftice, 
and  never  practifed  in  any  court  or  nation.     The 
lords,  indeed,  had  yielded  to  this  expedient  in  the 
popifh  plot,  becauie  it  was  a  cafe   of  treafon,  in 
which  the  king's  life  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom 
were  concerned,  while  the  people  were  jealous  of 
the  court,  and  the  whole  nation  was  in  a  ferment : 

but 
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but  at  prefent  the  times  were  quiet,  and  the  charge  A.  c.  »7oi. 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  mifdemeanonrs  ; 
therefore  the  lords  could  not  aflfent  to  fuch  a  pro- 
poUn  as  was  derogatory  from  their  jurifdidlion. 
Neither  would  they  agree  to  the  preliminaries  •,  but 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  refolved,  That  no  peer 
impeached  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours, 
ihould  upon  his  trial  be  without  the  bar :  and,  That 
no  peer  impeached  can  be  precluded  from  voting 
on  any  occafion,  except  in  his  own  trial.  Divers 
mefiages  palTed  between  the  two  houfes  ;  the  com- 
mons ftili  infilling  upon  a  committee  to  fettle  pre-  ; 
liminaries  :  at  length,  the  dilpute  v/as  brought  to  a 
free  conference. 

Mean  while,  the  king  going  to  the  houfe  of  Thehonfe 
peers,  gave  the  royal  afient  to  the  bill  of  fucceflion  •,  °|/csctr£eac* 
and  in  his  fpeech  exprefied  his  warm  acknowledg-  bnpeactc^ 
rnents  for  their  repeated  afiurances  of  fupportinglordr- 
him  in  fuch  alliances  as  fhould  be  moft  proper  for 
the  prelervation  of  the  liberty  of  Europe,  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  England  and  the  dates-general.  He 
obferved,  that  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  advanced  ; 
that  the  pofture  of  affairs  absolutely  required  his 
prefence  abroad :  and,  he  recommended  difpatch 
of  the  public  bufinefs,  efpecially  of  thofe  matters 
which  were  of  the  greateft  importance.  The  com- 
mons thanked  him  in  an  addrcfs  for  having  ap- 
proved of  their  proceedings :  declared  they  would 
lupporthim  in  fuch  alliances  as  he  fhould  think  fit  to 
make  in  conjunction  with  the  emperor  and  the  dates- 
general,  for  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  reducing 
the  exorbitant  power  of  France.  Then  they  re- 
fumed  their  difpute  with  the  upper  houfe.  In  the 
free  conference,  lord  Haverfham  happened  to  tax 
the  commons  with  partiality,  in  impeaching  fome 
lords  and  fcreening  others,  who  were  equally  guilty 
of  the  lame  mifdemeanours.  Sir  Chriftopher  Muf- 
grave  and  the  managers  for  the  commons  immedi- 
ately 
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A.C.  i-oj.ately  'withdrew,  and  this  unguarded  fally  being 
reported  to  the  houfe,  they  immediately  refolved, 
That  John  lord  Haverfham  had  uttered  mod  fcan- 
dalous  reproaches  and  falfe  expreflions,  highly  re- 
flecting upon  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  tending  to  a  breach  in  the  good  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  two  houfes,  and  to  the  in- 
terruption of  tne  public  juftice  of  the  nation  :  That 
the  laid  lord  Haverfham  mould  be  charged  before 
the  lords  for  the  laid  words :  That  the  lords  mould 
be  defired  to  proceed  in  juftice  againft  him,  and  to  in- 
flict upon  himfuch  pumilimentas  fo  high  an  offence 
againft  the  commons  did  deferve.  The  commons 
had  now  found  a  pretence  to  juftify  their  delay  ;  and 
declared  they  would  not  renew  the  conference  un- 
til they  mould  have  received  fatisfaction.  Lord 
Haverfham  offered  to  fubmit  to  a  trial  •,  but,  in- 
fifted  on  their  firft  proving  the  words  which  he  was 
faid  to  have  fpoken.  When  this  declaration  was 
imparted  to  the  commons,  they  laid,  the  lords  ought 
to  have  cenfured  him  in  a  fuminary  way;  and  ftill 
refuied  to  renew  the  conference.  The  lords,  on 
the  other  hand,  came  to  a  refoluticn,  That  there 
fhould  not  be  a  committee  of  bath  houfes  concern- 
ing the  trial  of  the  impeached  lords.  Then  they 
refolved,  That  lord  Sonurs  mould  be  tried  in  We it- 
minfter-hall  on  Tuefday  the  feventeemh  day  of 
June,  and  fignified  this  relolution  to  the  lower 
houfe  •,  reminding  them,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
articles  againft  the  earl  of  Portland.  The  com- 
mons retultd  to  appear,  alledging,  they  were  the 
only  judges,  and  that  the  evidence  was  not  yet 
prepared.  They  fent  up  the  regions  of  their  non- 
appearance  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  they  wtrre 
iupported  by  the  new  miniflry  and  all  the  malcon- 
tents, and  produced  very  warm  debates.  The  ma- 
jority carried  their  point  piecemeal,  by  dint  of  dif- 
ferent votes,  againft  which  very  fevere  protefts  were 

'    entered. 


WILLIAM    III.  2-35 

entered.     On  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial,  they  A«  c*  1?ou 
fent   a  meflage   to   the  commons,  that  they  were 
going  to  Weitminiter-hall.     The  other  impeached 
lords  afked  leave,  and  were  permitted  to  withdraw. 
The  articles  of  impeachment  againft  lord  Somers, 
and  his  anfwers,   being  read  in  Weilminiler-hall, 
and  the  commons  not  appearing  to  profecute,  the 
lords  adjourned  to  their  own  houle,  where  they  de- 
bated concerning   the  question  that  was  to  be  put. 
This  being  fettled,  they  returned  to  V7eft mi nfter- 
hall  •,  and  the  queftion  being  put,    "  That  John 
"  lord  Somers  be  acquitted  of  the  articles  of  im- 
"  peach  men  t   againft  him,  exhibited  by  the  houfe 
"  of  commons,  and  all  things  therein  contained  : 
"  and,  That  the  impeachment  be  difmiffed  r"    It 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  thirty  five.     The  com- 
mons, exafperated  at  thefe   proceedings,  refoived, 
That  the  lords  had  refilled  juftice  to  the  commons  : 
That  they  had  endeavoured   to  overturn  the  right 
of  impeachments  lodged  in  the  commons   by  the 
antient  conftitution  of  the  kingdom  :  and,  That  all 
the  ill  conlequences  which  might  attend  the  delay 
of  the  fnpplies,  given  for  the   prefervation  of  the 
public  peace,  and  the   maintenance  of  the  balance 
of  Europe,  would  be  owing  to  thofe  who,  to  pro- 
cure an  indemnity  for  their  own  crimes,  had  uftd 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  make  a  breach  between 
the  tv/o  houfes.     The  lords  lent  a  rndlage  to  the 
commons,  giving  them   to   underftand,  that  they 
had  acquitted  lord  Somers,   and  difmiffed  the  im- 
peachment, as  no  body  had  appeared  to  fupportthe 
articles  :  and,  that  they  had  appointed  next  Mon- 
day for  the  trial  of  the   earl  of  Orford.     They  re- 
folved,  that  unlefs   the  charge  again u  lord  Haver- 
iham  mould  be  profecuted  by  the  commons  before 
the  end  of  the  ieifion,  the  lords  would  adjudge  him 
innocent.     That  the  refolu.tions  of  the  commons  in 
their  late  votes,  contained  moil  unjuft  reflections 

on 
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A.  c.  i-or.  on  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  peers :  That  they 
were  contrived  to  cover  their  affected  and  unreafon- 
able  delays  in   profecuting  the   impeached  lords  : 
That  they  manifeffcly  tended  to  the  cleftruction  of 
the  judicature  of  the  lords;  to  the  rendering  trials 
on  impeachments  impracticable  for  the  future  •,  and 
to  the  fubverting  the  conftitution  of  the  Englifh 
government :  That  therefore,  whatever  ill  confe- 
quences  might  arife  from  the  fo  long  deferring  the 
fupplies  for  this  year's  fervice,  were  to  be  attributed 
to  the  fatal  counfel  of  the  putting  off  the  meeting 
of  the  parliament  Ib  long,  and  to  the  unneceffary 
delays  of  the  houfe  of  commons.     On  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  June,  the   articles   of  impeachment 
againft  Edward  earl  of  Orford  were  read  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall ;    but  the  houfe  of  commons  having 
previoufly  ordered    that   none  of  their    members 
Ihould  appear  at  this  pretended  trial,  thofe  arricles 
were  not  fupported :  fo  that  his  lordfhip  was  ac- 
quitted, and  the   impeachment   difmified.     Next 
day,  the  impeachment  againft  the  duke  of  Leeds, 
which  had  lain  feven  years  neglefted,  together  with 
thofe  againft  the  earl  of  Portland  and  lord  Hallifax, 
as  well  as  the  charge  againft  lord  Haveriham,  were 
difmifled  for  want  of  profecution.     Each  houfe  or- 
dered a  narrative  of  theie  proceedings  to  be  publifh- 
ed ;  and  their  mutual  animofity  had  proceeded  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  rancour,  as  feemed  to  preclude  all 
poffibility  of  reconciliation.       The  commons,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  this  tranfaction,  had  certainly 
adled  from  the  motives  of  faction  and  revenge  ;  for 
nothing  could  be  more  unjuft,  frivolous,  and  par- 
tial, than  the  charge  exhibited  in  the  articles  of 
impeachment,  their  anticipating  addrefs  to  the  king, 
and  their  affected  delay  in  the  profecutions.     Their 
conduct  on  this  occafion  was  fo  flagrant  as  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  common  people,  and  infpire  the 
generality  of  the  nation  with  difguit.      This  the 

Whigs 
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\Vhigs  did  not  fail  to  augment  by  the  arts  of  ca-A-  c-  '7°^ 
lumny,  and  in  particular,  by  infinuating  that  the 
court  of  Verfailles  had  found  means  to  engage  the 
majority  of  the  commons  in  its  intereft. 

Thek  had,  iince  the  beginning  of  this  feffion,  em-  Petition  of 
ployed  jheir  emiflaries  in  exciting  a  popular  averfion  Kent< 
to  the  Tory  mimflers  and  members,  and  fucceeded 
fo  well  in  their  endeavours,  that  they  formed  a 
fcheme  of  obtaining  petitions  from  different  coun- 
ties and  corporations,  that  Ihould  induce  the  com- 
mons to  alter  their  conduct,  on  the  luppofition  that 
it  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation.  In  exe- 
cution of  this  icheme,  a  petition  figned  by  the  de- 
puty-lieutenants, above  twenty  juftices  of  the  peace, 
the  grand  jury  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  had  been  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  by  five  gentlemen 
of  fortune  and  diftinction.  The  purport  of  this  re- 
monftrance  was,  to  recommend  union  among  them- 
felves,  and  confidence  in  his  majefly,  whole  great 
actions  for  the  nation  could  never  be  forgot  with- 
out the  blackeft  ingratitude :  to  beg  they  would 
have  regard  to  the  voice  of  the  people  ;  that  their 
religion  and  fafety  might  be  effectually  provided 
for:  that  their  loyal  addrefies  might  be  turned  into 
bills  of  fupply  -,  and  that  his  moll  facred  majefty 
might  be  enabled  powerfully  to  affift  his  allies  be- 
fore it  mould  be  too  late.  The  houie  was  fo  in- 
cenfed  at  the  petulance  of  the  petition,  that  they 
voted  it  icandalous,  infolent,  and  (editions  ;  and 
ordered  the  gentlemen  who  had  prefented  it  to  be 
taken  into  cuftody.  They  were  afterwards  com- 
mitted to  the  Gate-houie,  where  they  remained 
till  the  prorogation  of  parliament :  but  they  had  no 
reafon  to  repine  at  their  impriibnment,  whicli  re- 
commended them  to  the  notice  and  efteem  of  the 
public.  They  were  vifited  and  carafled  by  the 
chief  of  the  Whig  int?reft,  and  cor/idcred  as  mar- 
tyrs 
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A.  c.  i-or.tyrs  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Their  confine- 
ment gave  rile  to  a  very  extraordinary  paper,  in- 
titled,  "  A  memorial  from  the  gentlemen,  free- 

"  holders,  and  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of- , 

"  in  behalf  of  themfelves,  and  many  thoufands  of 
"  the  good  people  of  England."  It  was  figned 
Legion,  and  lent  to  the  fpeaker  in  a  letter,  com- 
manding him,  in  the  name  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  Englishmen,  to  deliver  it  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. In  this  ftrange  expoftulation,  the  houfe 
was  charged  with  illegal  and  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices, in  fifteen  particulars  ;  a  new  claim  of  right 
was  ranged  under  feven  heads  ;  and  the  commons 
were  admonifhed  to  act  according  to  their  duty,  as 
fpecified  in  this  memorial,  on  pain  of  incurring  the 
refentmentof  an  injured  nation.  It  was  concluded 
in  thefe  words  :  "  For  Englifhmen  are  no  more  to 
"  be  (laves  to  parliaments  than  to  kings  i  our  name 
"  is  Legion,  and  we  are  many."  The  commons 
were  equally  provoked  and  intimidated  by  this  li- 
bel, which  was  the  production  of  one  Daniel  de 
Foe,  a  fcurrilons  party- writer,  in  very  little  eftima- 
tion.  They  would  not,  however,  deign  to  take  no- 
tice of  it  in  the  houfe  ;  but  a  complaint  being  made 
of  endeavours  toraife  tumults  and  ieditions,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  informing  him  of  thofe  feditious  endea- 
vours, and  befeeching  him  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lic peace  and  fecurity. 

Favourable  Th<*  hoiife,  however,  perceiving  plainly  that  they 
fc<ik>nthe  ^ac*  incurred  tne  odium  of  the  nation,  which  btrgan 
to  clamour  for  a  war  with  France,  and  dreading 
the  popular  refentment,  thought  fit  to  change  their 
meafures  with  refpect  to  this  object,  and  prefent 
the  addrefs  we  have  already  mentioned,  in  which 
they  promifed  to  fupport  him  in  the  alliances  he 
fliould  contract  with  the  emperor  and  other  Mates, 
in  order  to  bridle  the  exhorbitant  power  of  France. 

They 
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They  likewife  proceeded  in  earned  upon  the  fupply,  A  c-  *7ot' 
and  voted  funds  for  raifing  about   two  millions 
leven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  enfuing  year.  They  voted  thirty  thou- 
innd  feamen,  and  relblved  that  ten  thoufand  troops 
mould  be  tranfported  from  Ireland  to  Holland,  as 
the  auxiliaries  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of  feventy- 
feven  with  the  ftates-general.     The  funds  were 
conftituted  of  a  land-tax,  certain  duties  on  mer- 
chandife,  and  a  weekly  deduction  from  the  excife, 
fo  as  to  bring  down  the  civil  lift  to  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  -,  as  the  duke  of  Gloucefler  was 
dead,  and  James's  queen   refuied  her  allowance. 
They  pafled  a  bill  for   taking  away  all  privilege  of 
parliament  in  legal  profecutions,   during  the  inter- 
mediate prorogations,  and  their  laft  ftruggle  with 
the  lords  was  concerning  a  bill  for  appointing  com- 
miflloners  to  examine  and  ftate  the  public  accounts. 
The  perlbns  nominated  for  this  purpofe  were  ex- 
tremely obnoxious  to  the  majority  of  the  peers,  as 
violent  partifans  of  the  Tory  faction  •,  when  the  bill 
therefore  was  lent  up  to  the  lords,  they  made  ibme 
amendments  which  the  commons  rejected.     The 
former  animofity  between  the  two  houfes  began  to 
revive,  when  the  king  interrupted  their  difputes  by 
putting  an  end  to  the  leilion,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June,  after  having  thanked  the  parliament 
for  their  zeal  in  the  public  fervice,   and  exhorted 
them  to  a  difcharge  of  their  duties  in  their  feveral 
counties.     He  was  no  doubt  extremely  pleafed  with 
fuch  an  ifiue  of  a  feflion  that  had  begun  with  a  very 
inauipicious  afpec"b.     His  health  daily  declined;  but 
he  concealed  the  decay  of  his  conftitution,  that  his 
allies  might  not  be  difcouragtd  from  engaging  in  a 
confederacy  of  which  he  was  deemed  the  head  and  ' 
chief  fupport.     He  conferred  the  command  of  the 
ten  thoufand  troops  deilined  for  Holland  upon  the 
cad  of  Maryborough,  and  appointed  him  at  the 
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A.  c.  i7«r  fame  t-jjyje  hjs  plenipotentiary  to  the  ftates  -  general ; 
a  choice  that  evinced  his  difcernmerit  and  difcre- 
tion  ;  for  that  nobleman  iurpafied  all  his  cotempo- 
raries,  both  as  a  general  and  a  politician.  He  was 
cool,  penetrating,  intrepid,  and  perievtring,  plaufi- 
ble,  infmuaring,  artful,  and  dilfembling. 

progrefsof       ^  regency  bdncr  eftablifhed,  the  king  embarked 

pnnce  Eu-      _        TT    „         ,    -          ,,          •        •  rri  i  <  . 

f*ncin       for  Holland  in  the  beginning  or  July  ;  and  on  his 
Italy.        arrival  at  the  Hague,  affifted  at  an  aftembly  of  the 
States-general,  whom  he  harangued  in  very  affec- 
tionate terms,  and  was  anfwered  with  great  cordia- 
lity :  then  he  ma.ie  a  progrt-fs  round  the  frontiers, 
to   examine  the  ftate  of  the  garrilbns ;  and  gave 
iuch  orders  and  directions  as  he  judged  necefiary 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.     Mean  while,  the 
French  minifter  D'Avaux  being  recalled  from  the 
Hague,  delivered   a  letter  to  the  ftates  from  the 
French  king,  who  complained  that  they  had  often 
interrupted  the  conferences,  from  which  no  good 
fruits  were  to  be  expected  :   but  he  affured  them 
it  wholly  depended  upon  themfelves,  whether  they 
mould  continue  to   receive  marks   of  his   antient 
friendfhip  for  their  republic.     This  letter  was  ac- 
companied by  an  iniblent  memorial,  to  which  the 
ftates- general  returned  a  very  fpirited  anfwer.     As 
they  expected  nothing   now  but  hoftilities   from 
France,  they  redoubled  their  diligence  in  making 
preparations  for  their  own  defence.    They  repaired 
their  fortifications,    augmented   their  army,    and 
hired  auxiliaries.     King  William  and  they  had  al- 
ready engaged  in  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, who  undertook  to  furnifh   a  certain  number 
of  troops,  in  consideration  of  a  fubfidy  -,  and  they 
endeavoured  to  mediate  a  peace  between  Sweden 
and  Poland  •,  but  this  they  could  not  effect.  France 
had  likcwife  offered  her  mediation  between  thofe 
powers,    in  hopes  of  bringing  over  Sweden  to  her 
imereft  ;  and  the  court  of  Vienna  had  tampered 

with 
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with  the  king  of  Poland  ;   but  he  perfifted  in  his  *•  c. 1701* 
refolution  to  profecute  the  war.     The  Spaniards 
began  to  be  very  uneafy  under  the  dominion  of 
their  new  matter.     They  were  fhocked  at  the  info- 
lenceofhis  French  mini  ft  ers  and  attendants,  and 
much  more  at  the  manners  and  fafhions  which  they 
introduced      The  grandees  found  themfelves  very 
little  confidered  by  their  fovereign,    and  refented 
his  oeconomy ;  for  he  had  endeavoured  to  retrench 
the  expence  of  the  court,  which  had  ufed  to  fupport 
their  magnificence.     Prince  Eugene,  at  the  head  of 
the  Imperial  army,  had  entered  Italy  by  Vicenza, 
and  pafTed  the  Adige  near  Carpi,  where  he  defeat- 
ed a  body  of  five  thoufand  French  forces.     The 
enemy  were   commanded  by  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
afiifted  by  marechal  Catinat  and  the  prince  of  Vau- 
demont,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an  en- 
gagement.    But  marechal  Villeroy  arriving  in  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft,  with  orders  to  attack  the  Im- 
perialifts,  Catinat  retired  in  diiguft.     The  new  ge- 
neral marched  immediately  towards  Chiari,  where 
prince  Eugene  was  intrenched,  and   attacked  his 
camp,  but  met  with  fuch  a  reception  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  five  thoufand  men. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  campaign,  the  prince  took 
poflefllon  of  all  the  Mantuan   territories,   except 
Mantua  itfelf,  and  Goits,  the  blockade  of  which 
he  formed.     He  reduced  all  the  places  on  the  Og- 
lio,  and  continued  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
winter,  exhibiting  repeated  marks  of  the  moft  in- 
vincible courage,  indefatigable  vigilance,  and  ex- 
tenfive  capacity  in  the  art  of  war.     In  January  he 
had  well  nigh  furprifed  Cremona,  by  introducing  a 
body  of  men  through  an  old  aqueduct.  They  forced 
one  of  the  gates,  by  which    the  prince  and  his 
followers  entered  :  Villeroy  being  wakened  by  the 
noife,  ran  out  into  the  ilreet,  where  he  was  taken ; 
and  the  town  muft  have  been  infallibly  reduced, 
had  prince  Eugene  been  joined  by  another  body  of 
NuidB.LXXXVI.  R  troops 


24*  HISTORYopENGLAND. 

A. c.  1701.  troops  which  he  had  ordered  to  march  from  the 
Parmefan,  and  fecure  the  bridge.  Thefe  not  arriv- 
ing at  the  time  appointed,  an  Irifli  regiment  in  the 
French  fervice  took  pofieflion  of  the  bridge,  and 
the  prince  was  obliged  to  retire  with  his  prifoner. 

sketch  of        -j-jjg  f?rencn  king,  alarmed  at  the  activity  and 

thentuation  .  _**  .  ' 

of  affairs  in  military  genius  or    the  Imperial  general,   lent  a 
Europe,      reinforcement  to  his  army  in  Italy,  and  the  duke  of 
Vendome  to  command  his  forces  in  that  country  : 
he  likewife  importuned  the  duke  of  Savoy  to  affift 
him  effectually  ;  but  that  prince,  having  obtained 
all  he  could  expect  from  France,  became  cold  and 
backward.     His  fecond  daughter  was  by  this  time 
married  to  the  new  king  of  Spain,  who  met  her  at 
Barcelona,  where  he  found  himfelf  involved  in  dii- 
putes  with  the  flates  of  Catalonia,  who  refufed  to 
pay  a  tax  he  had   impofed,  until  their  privileges 
fhould  be  confirmed  :  and  he  was  obliged  to  gratify 
them  in  this  particular.  The  war  continued  to  rage 
in  the  North.     The  young  king  of  Sweden  routed 
the  Saxons  upon  the  river  Danu ;  thence  he  march- 
ed into  Courland,  and   took  poffeflion  of  Mittau 
without  oppofition  •,  while  the  king  of  Poland  retir- 
ed into  Lithuania.     In  Hungary  the  French  emif- 
liiries  endeavoured  to  fow  the  feeds  of  a  new  revolt. 
They  exerted  themfelves  with  indefatigable  induf- 
try  in  almoft  every  court  of  Chriftendom.     They 
had  already  gained  over  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and 
his  brother  the  elector  of  Cologne,  together  with 
the  dukes  of  Wolfembuttle  and  Saxe-Gotha,   who- 
profeflcd  neutrality,,  while  they  levied  troops,  and 
made  iuch  preparations  for  war  as  plainly  indicated1 
that  they  had  received  fubfidies  from  France.  Lewis 
had  alfo  extorted  a  treaty  of  alliance  from  the  king 
of  Portugal,  who  was  perfonally  attached  to  the- 
Auftrian  intereft  :  but  this  weak  prince  was  a  Have 
to  his  minifters,  whom  the  French  king  had  cor- 
rupted.    During  this  fummer,  the  French  coafts 
were  overawed  by  the  combined  fleets  of  England! 

and 
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And  Holland,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  A.c.i7»f, 
Rooke,  who  failed  down  the  channel  in  the  latter  end 
of  Auguft,  and  detached  vice-admiral  Benbow  with 
a  ftrong  fquadron  to  the  Weft- Indies.     In  order  to 
deceive  the  French  king  with  regard   to  the  defti - 
nation  of  this  fleet,  king  William  demanded  the 
free  ufe  of  the  Spanifh  harbours,  as  if  his  dcfign 
had  been  to  fend  a  fquadron  to  die  Mediterranean  : 
but  he  met  with  a  repulfe,  while  the  French  mips 
were  freely  admitted.     About  this  period  the  king 
revoked  his  letters-patent  to  the  commiffioners  of 
the  admiralty,  and  conftituted  the  earl  of  Pembroke 
lord  high- admiral  of  England,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
factions,  the  dilputes,    and  divided  counfels  of  a 
board.     The  earl  was  no  fooner  promoted  to  this 
office,  than  he  fent  captain  Loades  with  three  fri- 
gates to  Cadiz,  to  bring  home  the  fea-ftores  and 
effects  belonging  to  the  Englifh  in  that  place,  be- 
fore the  war  mould  commence  •,  and  this  piece  of 
fervice  was  fuccefsfully  performed.     The  French 
king,  in   order  to  enjoy  all   the  advantages  that 
could  be  derived  from  his  union  with  Spain,   efta- 
blilhed  a  company  to  open  a  trade  with  Mexico  and 
Peru  ;  and  concluded  a  new  affiento  treaty  for  fup- 
plying  the  Spaniih  plantations  with  negroes.     At 
the  fame  time  he  fent  a  ftrong  Iquadron  to  the  port 
of  Cadiz.     The  French  dreis  was  introduced  into 
the  court  of  Spain;  and  by  a  formal  edict,  the  gran- 
dees of  that  kingdom  and  the  peers  of  France  were 
put  on  a  level  in  each  nation.    There  was  no  vigour 
left  in  the  councils  of  Spain  :  her  finances  were  ex- 
haufted  :  her  former  fpirit  feemed  to  be  quite  ex- 
tinguifhed:    the    nobility  were  beggars,   and  the 
common  people  overwhelmed  with  indigence  and 
diftreis.     The  condition  of  France  was  not  much 
more  profperous.  She  had  been  harrafled  by  a  long 
war,  and  now  faw  herfelf  on  the  eve   of  another, 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  render  her  com- 
pletely miferahle. 

R  2  Thefe 
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A.  c.  1701.      Thefe   circumftances  were  well  known  to  the 

emperor  and  the  maritime  powers,  and  ferved  to 

aiiuSe°be-  animate  their  negotiations  for  another  grand  al- 

tween  the    Hance.     Conferences  were  opened  at  the  Hague : 

emperor  and          .  .       r  ,      ,  f  t>  i 

the  mari-  and,  on  the  ieventh  day  or  beptember,  a  treaty  was 
rime  pew-  concluded  between  his  Imperial  majefty,  England, 
and  the  States-general.  The  objects  propofed,  were 
to  procure  fatisf  action  to  the  emperor  in  the  Spanifli 
fuccefllon,  and  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  dominions 
and  commerce  of  the  allies.  They  engaged  to  ufe 
their  endeavours  for  recovering  the  Spanifh  Nether- 
lands, as  a  barrier  between  Holland  and  France  ; 
and  for  the  emperor,  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  Naples, 
and  Sicily,  with  the  lands  and  iflands  upon  the  coaft 
of  Tufcany,  belonging  to  the  Spanifli  dominions. 
They  agreed  that  the  king  of  England  and  the 
States-general  mould  keep  and  poflefs  whatever 
lands  and  cities  they  could  conquer  from  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  Indies :  That  the  confederates  mould 
faithfully  communicate  their  defigns  to  one  another: 
That  no  party  mould  treat  of  peace  or  truce,  but 
jointly  with  the  reft:  That  they  mould  concur  in 
preventing  the  union  of  France  and  Spain  under 
the  fame  government ;  and  hinder  the  French  from 
poffefiing  the  Spanifh  Indies  :  That,  in  concluding 
\  a  peace,  the  confederates  mould  provide  for  the 

maintenance  of  the  commerce  carried  on  by  the 
maritime  powers  to  the  dominions  taken  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  fecure  the  ftates  by  a  barrier  :  That 
they  mould  at  the  fame  time  fettle  the  exerctfe  of 
religion  in  the  new  conquefts  :  That  they  mould 
affift  one  another  with  all  their  forces,  in  cafe  of 
being  invaded  by  the  French  king,  or  any  other 
potentate,  on  account  of  this  alliance  :  That  a  de- 
fenfive  alliance  mould  remain  between  them  even  after 
the  peace  :  That  all  kings,  princes,  and  ftates  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  engage  in  this  alliance.  They  de- 
termined to  employ  two  months,  to  obtain,  by  ami- 
cable mtans,  the  fetisfaction  and  fecurity  which 

they 
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they  demanded;    and  ftipulated,  that  within  Tix  A-C.  ,70.. 
weeks  the  treaty  fhould  be  ratified. 

On  the  fixteenth  day  of.  September,  kingD«thof 
James  expired  at  St.  Germain's,  after  having  ia_  kin§  Jam«- 
boured  under  a  tedious  indifpofition.  This  unfor- 
tunate monarch,  fince  the  mifcarriage  of  his  laft  at- 
tempt for  recovering  his  throne,  had  laid  afide  all 
thoughts  of  worldly  grandeur,  and  devoted  his 
whole  attention  to  the  concerns  of  his  foul.  Tho' 
he  could  not  prevent  the  bufy  genius  of  his  queen 
from  planning  new  fchemes  of  reftoration,  he  was 
always  belt  pleafed  when  wholly  detached  from  fuch 
chimerical  projects.  Hunting  was  his  chief  diver- 
fion  ;  but  religion  was  his  conftant  care.  Nothing 
could  be  more  harmlefs  than  the  life  he  led  •,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  it,  he  fubjected  himfelf  to  uncom- 
mon penance  and  mortification.  He  frequently  vi- 
fited  the  poor  monks  of  La  Trappe,  who  were 
much  edified  by  his  humble  and  pious  deportment. 
His  pride  and  arbitrary  temper  feem  to  have  va- 
nifhed  with  his  greatnefs.  He  became  affable, 
kind,  and  eafy  to  all  his  dependents  ;  and  his  reli- 
gion certainly  opened  and  improved  the  virtues  of 
his  heart,  though  it  feemed  to  impair  the  faculties 
of  his  foul.  In  his  laft  illnefs  he  conjured  his  ion 
to  prefer  his  religion  to  every  worldly  advantage, 
and  even  to  renounce  all  thoughts  of  a  crown,  if 
he  could  not  enjoy  it  without  offering  violence  to 
his  faith.  He  recommended  to  him  the  practice  of 
juftice  and  chriftian  forgive nefs ;  he  himfelf  de- 
claring, that  he  heartily  forgave  the  prince  of 
Orange,  the  emperor,  and  all  his  enemies.  He  died 
with  great  marks  of  devotion,  and  was  interred,  at 
his  own  requeft,  in  the  church  of  the  Englifh  Be- 
nedictines in  Paris,  without  any  funeral  iblemnity. 

Before  his  death  he  was  vifited  by  the  French 

king,  who  ieemed  touched  with  his  condition;  and 

declared,  that  in  cafe  of  his  death,  he  would  own 

R  his 
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A.C  1701.  his  fon  as  king  of  England.  This  promife  James's 
The  French  queen  had  already  extorted  from  him,  by  the  in- 
king owns  tereft  of  Madam  de  Maintenon  and  the  dauphin. 
l!TSce"tf  Accordingly,  when  James  died,  the  pretended 
JY*!es  Js  prince  of  Wales  was  proclaimed  king  of  England 
England,  at  St.  Germain's,  and  treated  as  fuch  at  the  court  of 
Verfailles.  His  title  was  likev/ife  recognized  by 
the  king  of  Spain,  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  pope, 
William  was  no  Iboner  informed  of  this  traniac- 
tion,  than  he  difpatched  a  courier  to  the  k: 
Sweden,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Ry 
to  complain  of  this  manifeft  violation.  At  the  lams 
time,  he  recalled  the  earl  of  Manchefter  from  Paris, 
and  ordered  him  to  return  without  taking  ai-. 
dience  of  leave.  That  nobleman  imrru 
withdrew,  after  having  intimated  to  the  marquis  de 
Torcy  the  order  he  had  received.  Lewis,  in  vin  • 
dication  of  his  own  conduft,  difperfed  through  all 
the  courts  of  Europe,  a  manifefto,  in  which  he 
affirmed,  that  in  owning  the  prince  of  Wales  as 
king  of  England,  he  had  not  infringed  any  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick.  He  confcffed,  that  in 
the  fourth  article,  he  had  promifed  that  he  would 
not  difturb  the  king  of  Great-Britain  in  the  peace- 
able poffeffion  of  his  dominions ;  and  he  declared 
his  intention  was  to  obferve  that  promife  punc- 
tually. He  obferved,  that  his  generofity  would 
not  allow  him  to  abandon  the  prince  of  Wales,  or 
his  family :  that  he  could  not  refufe  him  a  title 
which  was  due  to  him  by  birth  :  that  he  had  more 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
and  the  States- general,  whofe  declarations  and  pre- 
parations in  favour  of  the  emperor  might  be  re- 
garded as  real  contraventions  to  treaties  :  finally, 
he  quoted  fome  inftances  from  hiftory,  in  which 
the  children  enjoyed  the  titles  of  kingdoms  which 
their  fathers  had  lo.ft.  Thefe  reafons,  however, 
would  hardly  have  induced  the  French  king  to 
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take  fuch  a  ftep,  had  not  he  perceived  that  a  warA<c<|701' 
with  England  was  inevitable ;  and  that  he  mould 
be  able  to  reap  fome  advantages  in  the  courfe  of  it, 
from  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the  pretender. 

The  iubftance  of  the  French  manifefto  was  pub- 
limed  in  London  by  Pouffin  the  fecretary  of  Tal- 
lard,  who  had  been  left  in  England,  as  agent  for 
the  court  of  Verfailles.  He  was  now  ordered  to 
leave  the  kingdom,  which  was  filled  with  indigna- 
tion at  Lewis,  for  having  pretended  to  declare  who 
ought  to  be  their  fovereign.  The  city  of  London 
preiented  an  addrefs  to  the  lords-juftices,  exprefling 
the  deepeft  refentment  of  the  French  king's  pre- 
fumption  •,  and  alluring  his  majefty,  that  they 
would  at  all  times  exert  the  utmoft  of  their  abili- 
ties for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon,  and  the  de- 
fence of  his  juft  rights,  in  oppofition  to  all  inva- 
ders of  his  crown  and  dignity.  Addrefies  of  the 
fame  nature  were  fent  up  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  could  not  but  be  agreeable  to  William. 
He  had  now  concerted  mealures  for  acting  with 
vigour  againft  France ;  and  refolved  to  revifit  his 
kingdom,  after  having  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  a  treaty  of  perpetual  alliance  between  England 
and  the  States-general,  which  was  afterwards  brought 
to  perfection  by  his  plenipotentiary  the  earl  of  Marl- 
borough.  The  king's  return,  however,  was  de- 
layed a  whole  month  by  a  fevere  indifpofition ; 
during  which  the  Spanilh  minifter  De  Quiros  hired 
certain  phyficians  to  confult  together  upon  the  ftate 
and  nature  of  his  diltemper.  They  declared  that 
he  could  not  outlive  many  weeks  ;  and  this  opinion 
was  tranfmitied  to  Madrid.  William,  however, 
baffled  the  prognoftic  -,  though  his  fonftitution  had 
fuitained  fuch  a  rude  flvjck,  that  he  hi  mlelf  perceived 
his  end  was  near.  He  told  the  earl  of  Portland, 
he  found  himlelf  fo  weak  that  he  could  not  expect 
to  live  another  fummer ;  but  charged  him  to  con- 
R  4  ceal 
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A.  c.  1701,  Ceal  this  circumftance  until  he  mould  be  dead, 
Notwithftanding  this  near  approach  to  dilfolution, 
he  extrted  himfelf  with  furprifing  diligence  and  fpi- 
rit  in  eftabliftiing  the  confederacy,  and  fettling  the 
plan  of  operations.  A  fubfidiary  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  who  engaged  to 
furnim  a  certain  number  of  troops.  The  emperor 
agreed  to  maintain  ninety  thoufand  men  in  the 
field  to  aft  againft  France  :  the  proportion  of  the 
ftates  was  limited  to  one  hundred  and  two  thoufand ; 
and  that  of  England  did  not  exceed  forty  thoufand, 
to  ad:  in -conjunction  with  the  allies. 

New  par-  On  the  fourth  day  of  November  the  king  arrived 
in  England,  which  he  found  in  a  llrange  ferment, 
produced  from  the  mutual  animofity  of  the  two 
factions.  They  reviled  each  other  in  words  and 
writing  with  all  the  falmood  of  calumny,  and  all 
the  bitternefs  of  rancour  i  fo  that  truth,  candour, 
and  temperance,  feemed  to  be  banimed  by  content 
of  both  parties.  The  king  had  found  himfelf  de- 
ceived in  his  new  miniilers,  who  had  oppofed  his 
meafures  with  all  their  influence.  He  was  par- 
ticularly difgufted  with  the  deportment  of  the  earl 
ofRochefler,  who  proved  altogether  imperious  and 
untraftable  ;  and,  inftead  of  moderating,  inflamed 
the  violence  of  his  party.  The  king  declared,  the 
year  in  which  that  nobleman  directed  his  councils, 
was  the  uneafieft  of  his  whole  life.  He  could  not 
help  expreiling  his  difpleafure  in  fuch  a  coldneis  of 
referve,  that  Rochcfter  told  him  he  would  ferve  his 
majefty  no  longer,  fmce  he  did  not  enjoy  his  confi- 
dence. William  made  no  anfwer  to  this  expoftula- 
tion,  but  refolved  he  mould  fee  him  no  more.  The 
earl,  however,  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  Harley,  be- 
came more  pliant  and  fubmiflive  ;  and,  after  the 
king's  departure  for  Holland,  repaired  to  his  go- 
:nent  of  Ireland,  in  which  he  now  remained, 
£ xerting  all  his  endeavours  to  acquire  popularity. 
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William,  forefeeing  nothing  but  oppofition  from  the  A- c-  »?<»• 
prefent  fpirit  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  clofetted 
fbme  of  their  leaders,  with  a  view  to  befpeak  their 
compliance:  but  finding  them  determined  to  pur- 
fue  their  former  principles,  and  to  infift  upon  their 
impeachments,  he  refolved,  with  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  to  diflblve  the  parliament.  This  ftep  he 
was  the  more  eafily  induced  to  take,  as  the  commons 
were  become  extremely  odious  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, which  breathed  nothing  but  war  and  defiance 
againft  the  French  monarch.  The  parliament  was 
accordingly  diflblved  by  proclamation,  and  ano- 
ther fummoned  to  meet  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  De- 
cember. 

Never  did  the  two  parties  proceed  with  fuch  heat  The  king's 
and  violence  againft  each  other,  as  in  their  endea-  ifbcr£ech 
vours  to  influence  the  new  elections.     The  Whigs,  i»uf«  «- 
however,  obtained  the  victory,  as  they  included  the  ^an^' 
monied-intereft,  which  will  always  prevail  among  Plaufe- 
the  borough-electors.   Corruption  was  now  reduced 
into  an  open  and  avowed  commerce;    and,    had 
not  the  people  been  fo  univerfally  venal  and  profli- 
gate, that  no  lenfe  of  mame  remained,  the  victors 
muft  have  blufhed  for  their  fuccefs.     Though  the 
majority  thus  obtained  was  (launch  to  the  meafures 
of  the  court,  the  choice  of  fpeaker  fell  upon  Mr. 
Harley,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  king, 
who  favoured  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton  :  but  his  ma- 
jefty's  fpeech  was  received  with  univerfal  applaufe. 
It  was  fo  much  admired  by  the  well-withers  to  the 
revolution,  that  they  printed  it  with  decorations, 
in  the  Engliih,  Dutch,  and  French  languages.     It 
appeared  as  apiece  of  furniture  in  all  their  houles, 
and  as  the  king's  laft  legacy  to  his  own  and  all  pro- 
teftant  people.     In  this  celebrated  harangue,   he 
expatiated  upon  the  indignity  offered  to  the  nation 
by  the  French  king's  acknowledging  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales :  he  explained  the  dangers  to  whirh 
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A,C.  1701.  jf  was  expofed,  by  his  placing  his  grandfon  on  the 
throne  of  Spain ;  he  gave  them  to  underftand  he 
had  concluded  feveral  alliances,  according  to  the 
encouragement  given  him  by  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament,  which   alliances  mould  be  layed   before 
them,  together  with  other  treaties  ftill  depending. 
He   obferved,  that   the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
upon  this  parliament  -,  and  all  matters  at  a  ftand, 
until  their  refolution  mould  be  known  :  therefore 
no  time  ought  to  be  loft.     He  told  them  they  had 
yet  an  opportunity  to  fecure  for  themfelves   and 
their  pofterity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  religion 
and  liberties,  if  they  were  not  wanting  to  them- 
felves, but  would  exert  the  antient  vigour  of  the 
Englifli  nation  :  but  he  declared  his  opinion  was, 
that  fhould  they  neglect  this  occafion,  they  had  no 
reafon  to  hope  for  another.     He  faid  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  maintain  a  great  ftrength  at  fea,   and  a 
force  at  land  proportionable  to  that  of  their  allies. 
He  prefiVd  the  commons  to  fupport  the  public  cre- 
dit, which  could  not  be  preferved  without  keeping 
facred  that  maxim,  that  they  mall  never  be  lofers 
who  truft  to  a  parliamentary  fecurity.     He  declar- 
ed, that  he  never  afked  aids  from  his  people  with- 
out regret  -,  that  what  he  defired  was  for  their  own 
fafety  and  honour,  at  fuch  a  critical  time  ;  and  that 
the  whole  mould  be  appropriated  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  intended.      He  exprefted  his  wil- 
lingnefs  that  the  accounts  mould  be  yearly  fubmitt- 
ed  to  the  infpection  of  parliament.     He  again  re- 
commended difpatch,  together  with  good  bills  for 
employing  the  poor,  encouraging  trade,  and  fup- 
prefiing  vice.     He  expreffed  his  hope  that  they 
were  come  together  determined  to  avoid  difputes 
and  differences,  and  to  ad  with  a  hearty  concur- 
rence for  promoting  the  common  caufe.     He  faid 
he  mould  think  it  as  great  a  bleffing  as  could  befal 
^England,  it"  they  were  as  much  inclined  to  lay  afide 
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thofe  unhappy  fatal  animofities  which  divided  and  A  c-  »7«i- 
weakened  them,  as  he  was  difpofed  to  make  all  his 
fubjects  fafe  and  eafy,  as  to  any,  even  the  higheft 
offences  committed  againft  his  perfon.  He  con- 
jured them  to  difappoint  the  hopes  of  their  enemies 
by  their  unanimity.  As  he  had  always  fhewn,  and 
always  would  mew,  how  defirous  he  was  to  be  the 
common  father  of  all  his  people,  he  defired  they 
would  lay  afide  parties  and  divifions,  fo  as  that  no 
diftinclions  mould  be  heard  of  amongft  them,  but 
of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  proteftant  religion 
and  prefent  eftablifhment,  and  of  thofe  who  wifhed 
for  a  popim  prince  and  a  French  government.  He 
conclude.-4!  by  affirming,  that  if  they,  in  good  ear- 
ned, defired  to  fee  England  hold  the  balance  of 
Europe,  and  be  indeed  at  the  head  of  the  proteftant 
intereft,  it  would  appear  by  their  improving  the  pre- 
fent opportunity.  The  lords  immediately  drew  up 
a  warm  and  affectionate  addrefs,  in  which  they  ex- 
preffed  their  refentment  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  king,  in  owning  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales  for  king  of  England.  They  affured  his  ma- 
jefty  they  would  affift  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  againft  all  his  enemies  -,  and,  when  it  mould 
pleafe  God  to  deprive  them  of  his  majefty's  protec- 
tion, they  would  vigorouQy  affift  and  defend  againft 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pre- 
tenders whatfoever,  every  perfon  and  perfons  who 
had  right  to  fucceed  to  the  crown  of  England,  by 
virtue  of  the  acts  of  parliament  for  eftablifhing  and 
limiting  the  fucceffion.  On  the  fifth  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  an  addrefs  to  the  fame  effect  was  prefented  by 
the  commons,  and  both  met  with  a  very  gracious 
reception  from  his  majefty.  The  lords,  as  a  fur- 
ther proof  of  their  zeal,  having  taken  into  confide- 
ration  the  dangers  that  threatened  Europe,  from 
the  acceffion  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  the  crown 
pf  Spain,  drew  up  another  addrefs,  explaining 
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A.  c.  1701.  their  fenfe  of  that  danger;  ftigmatifing  the  French 
king  as  a  violator  of  treaties ;  declaring  their  opi- 
nion, that  his  majefty,  his  fubjects,  and  allies,  could 
never  be  fafe  and  fecure,  until  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
fhould  be  reftored  to  their  rights,  and  the  invader 
of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  brought  to  reafon  ;  and 
afluring  his  majefty  that  no  time  fhould  be  loft, 
nor  any  thing  wanting  on  their  parts,  which  might 
anfwer  the  reafonable  expectations  of  their  friends 
abroad  •,  not  doubting  but  to  fupport  the  reputation 
of  theEnglim  name,  when  engaged  under  fo  great 
a  prince,  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  maintaining  the 
liberty  of  Europe. 

Great  har-       The  king,  in  order  to  acquire  the  confidence  of  the 

mony  be-  "  -  .          j  -\  r      r  T  r  i        i      r 

tween  the  commons,  ordered  Mr.  lecretary  Vernon  to  lay  before 
lament  tnem>  c°P^es  °^ tne  treaties  and  conventions  he  had 
lately  concluded,  which  were  fo  well  approved,  that 
the  houfe  unanimoufly  voted  the  fupply.  By  an- 
other vote,  they  authoriied  the  exchequer  to  borrow 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  fix  per  cent,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  fleet,  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  guards  and  garrifons.  They  de- 
liberated upon  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  with  the  debt 
due  upon  it,  and  examined  an  eftimate  of  what 
would  be  neceffary  for  extraordinary  repairs.  They 
called  for  an  account  of  that  part  of  the  national 
debt  for  which  no  provifion  had  been  made.  They 
ordered  the  fpeaker  to  write  to  the  truftees  for  the 
forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  to  attend  the  houfe  with 
a  full  detail  of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of 
that  act  of  parliament.  On  the  ninth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, they  unanimoufly  refolved,  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fecuring  his  majefty's 
perfon,  and  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  the  pro- 
teftant  line,  for  extinguifhing  the  hopes  of  the  pre- 
tended prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pretenders, 
and  their  open  and  iccret  abettors.  They  refolved 
to  addrcis  his  majefty,  that  he  would  infert  an  ar- 
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tide  in  all  his  treaties  of  alliance,  importing,  That A- c- "TO*- 
no  peace  fhould  be  made  with  France,  until  his 
majefty  and  the  nation  have  reparation  for  the  great 
indignity  offered  by  the  French  king,  in  owning 
and  declaring  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales  king 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  They  agreed 
to  maintain  forty  thoufand  men  for  the  fea-fer vice, 
and  a  like  number  by  land,  to  aft  in  conjunction 
with  the  forces  of  the  allies,  according  to  the  pro- 
portions fettled  by  the  contracting  powers.  The 
lupplies  were  railed  by  an  impofition  of  four  mil- 
lings in  the  pound  upon  lands,  annuities,  penfions, 
and  flipends,  and  on  the  profits  arifing  from  the 
different  profeffions  :  by  a  tax  of  two  and  one  half 
per  cent,  on  all  ftock  in  trade,  and  money  at  in- 
tereft  ;  of  five  millings  in  the  pound  on  all  falaries, 
fees,  and  perquifites  ;  a  capitation-tax  of  four  mil- 
lings ;  an  impofition  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  mares 
in  the  capital  ftock  of  any  corporation  or  company 
which  mould  be  bought,  fold,  or  bargained  for  : 
a  duty  of  fixpence  per  bufhel  on  malt,  and  a  fur- 
ther duty  on  mum,  cyder,  and  perry. 

The  commons  feemed  to  vie  with  the  lords  in  The  two' 
their  zeal  for  the  government.     They  brought  in  ^f^f 
a  bill  for  attainting  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  abjuration. 
which  being  lent  up  to  the  other  houfe,  paffcd  with 
an  additional  claufe  of  attainder  againft  the  queen, 
who   acted   as   regent   for  the  pretender.     This, 
however,  was  not  carried  without  great  oppofition 
in  the  houfc  of  lords.     When  the  bill  was  fent  back 
to  the  commons,  they  excepted  to  the  amendment 
as  irregular.     They  obferved,   that  attainders   by 
bill  conftituted  the  moft  rigorous  part  of  the  law ; 
and,  that  the  ftretching  of  it  ought  to  be  avoided. 
They  propoied,  that  the  queen  mould  be  attainted* 
by  a  feparate  bill.     The  lords  affented  to  the  pro- 
pofal :   the   bill  againft   the  pretended  prince  of 

Wales 
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A.  c.  170?.  Wales  paired.  The  lords  pafled  another  for  at- 
tainting the  queen  •,  however,  it  was  neglected  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  But,  the  longeft  and 
warmed  debates  of  this  feflion  were  produced  by  a 
bill,  which  the  lords  brought  in  for  abjuring  the 
pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  fwearing  to  the 
king,  by  title  of- rightful  and  lawful  king,  and  his 
heirs,  according  to  the  aft  of  fettlement.  It  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  this  oath  mould  be  voluntary,  tendered 
to  all  perfons,  and  their  fubfcription  or  refufal  re- 
corded, without  any  other  penalty.  This  article 
was  violently  oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
and  other  lords  of  the  Tory-intereft.  They  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  government  was  firft  fettled  with 
another  oath,  which  was  like  an  original  contract ; 
fo  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  a  new  impofition : 
that  oaths  relating  to  men's  opinions  had  been  al- 
ways confidered  as  fevere  impofitions  :  and  that  a 
voluntary  oath  was  in  its  own  nature  unlawful. 
During  thefe  difputes,  another  bill  of  abjuration 
was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Sir 
Charles  Hedges,  that  mould  be  obligatory  on  all 
perfons  who  enjoyed  employments  in  church  or 
ftate  ;  it  likewife  included  an  obligation  to  main- 
tain the  government,  in  king,  lords,  and  commons, 
and  to  maintain  the  church  of  England,  together 
with  the  toleration  for  diffenters.  Warm  debates 
arofe  upon  the  queftion,  Whether  the  oath  mould 
be  impofed  or  voluntary  ?  and  at  length,  it  was 
carried  for  impofition,  by  the  majority  of  one  voice. 
They  agreed  to  infert  an  additional  claufe,  declaring 
it  equally  penal  to  compafs  or  imagine  the  death 
of  her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs  Anne  of  Den- 
mark, as  it  was  to  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of 
the  king's  eldeft  ion  and  heir.  In  the  houfe  of 
peers  this  bill  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the 
Tories  •,  and  when,  after  long  debates,  it  pafled  on 

the 
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the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  ten  lords  enter- A«c-  »7<". 
ed  a  proteft  againft  it  as  an  unneceflary  and  fevere 
impofition. 

The  whole  nation  now  feemed  to  join  in  the  cry  The  low** 
for  a  war  with  France.     Party -heats  began  to  abate;  jjonfc  juiH- 

.         -       .  .          .  .  r  r          j  •  fies  the  pro- 

the  factions  in  the  city  of  London  were  in  a  great  ceedings  of 
meafure  moderated  by  the  union  of  the  two  com-  ^;n5c°™'he 
panics  trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  which  found  their  preceding 
mutual  intereft  required  a  coalition.     The  Tories  Parliatnent- 
in  the  houfe  of  commons    having   concurred  fo 
heartily  with  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  refolved, 
as  far  as  it  lay  in  their  power,  to  juftify  the  conduct 
of  their  party  in  the  preceding  parliament.     They 
complained  of  fome  petitions  and  addrefles  which 
had  reflected  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  houfe 
of  commons,  and  particularly  of  the  Kentifh  peti- 
tion.    The  majority,  however,  determined,  that  it 
was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  people  of  England, 
to  petition  or   addrefs  the  king,  for   the   calling, 
fitting,  or  diflblving  of  parliaments,  and  for  the  re- 
dremng  of  grievances ;  and,  that  every  fubject  un- 
der any  accufation,  either  by  impeachment  or  other- 
wife,  had  a  right  to  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial. 
A  complaint  being  likewife  made,  that  the  lords 
had  denied  the  commons  juftice  in  the  matter  of 
the  late  impeachments,  a  furious  debate  enfued ; 
and   it  was  carried  by  a  very  fmall  majority,  that 
juftice  had  not  been  denied.     In  fome  points,  how- 
ever, they  fucceeded.     In  the  cafe  of  a  controverted 
election  at  Maidftone,  between  Thomas  Blifife  and 
Thomas  Culpepper,   the  houfe  refolved,  That  the 
latter  had  been  not  only  guilty  of  corrupt,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  indirect  practices,  in  endeavouring  to 
procure  himfelf  to  be  elected  a  burgefs,  but  like- 
wife, being  one  of  the  inftrumcnts  in  promoting 
and  prefenting  the  fcandalous,  infolent,  and  iedi- 
tious  petition,  commonly  called  the  Kentifh  peti- 
tion, to  the  laft  houfe  of  commons,  was  guilty  of 

pro- 
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A.C.  1701. promoting  a  fcandalous,  villainous,  and  groundlefs 
reflection  upon  that  houfe,  by  afperfing  the  mem- 
bers with  receiving  French  money,  or  being  in  the 
intereft  of  France  -,  for  which  offence  he  was  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  Newgate,  and  to  beprofecuted 
by  his  majefty's  attorney-general.  They  alfo  re- 
folved,  That  to  afiert  that  the  houfe  of  commons  is 
not  the  only  reprefentative  of  the  commons  of  Eng- 
land, tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  funda- 
mental conftitution  of  the  government  of  this  king- 
dom :  That  to  aflert,  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
have  no  power  of  commitment,  but  of  their  own 
members,  tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons :  That  to  print  or 
publiih  any  books  or  libels,  reflecting  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  any  mem- 
ber thereof,  for,  or  relating  to  his  fervice  therein, 
.  is  a  high  violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
tranfactions,  they  did  not  neglect  the  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war.  They  addrefled  his  majefty 
to  interpofe  with  his  allies,  that  they  might  increafe 
their  quotas  of  land-forces,  to  be  puc  on  board  the 
fleet  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  his  majefty 
mould  embark.  When  they  had  fettled  the  fums 
appropriated  to  the  feveral  ufes  of  the  war,  they 
prefented  a  fecond  addrefs,  defiring  he  would  pro- 
vide for  the  half-pay  officers  in  the  firft  place,  in 
the  recruits  and  levies  to  be  made.  The  king  af- 
fured  them,  it  was  always  his  intention  to  provide 
for  thofe  officers.  He  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  gave  the  royal  afTent  to  an  act,  appointing  com- 
miffioners  to  take,  examine,  and  determine  the 
debts  due  to  the  army,  navy,  and  the  tranfport- 
fervice  ;  and  alfo  an  account  of  prizes  taken  during 
the  war. 

The 
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The  affairs  of  Ireland  were  not  a  little  embar-  A-c-  »:°r« 
l-affed  by  the  conduct  of  the  truftees  appointed  to  Affair?  of 
take  cognizance  of  the  forfeited  eilates.  Their Irclanj' 
office  was  extremely  odious  to  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  the  court,  and  their  deportment  was  arbitrary 
and  imperious.  Several  individuals  of  that  king- 
dom, provoked  by  the  infolence  of  the  truftees  on 
one  hand,  and  encouraged  by  the  countenance  of 
the  courtiers  on  the  other,  endeavoured  by  a  cir- 
cular letter,  to  fpirit  up  the  grand-jury  of  Ireland 
againft  the  act  of  refumption  -,  and  petitions  were 
prefented  to  the  king,  couched  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
affirming,  that  it  was  injurious  to  the  proteitant  in- 
tereft,  and  had  been  obtained  by  grols  mifmforma- 
tions.  The  king  having  communicated  thefe  ad- 
drefles  to  the  houfe,  they  were  immediately  voted 
fcandalous,  falfe,  and  groundlefs  ;  and  the  com- 
mons refolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  com- 
plaints and  clamours  againft  the  truftees,  it  did  not 
appear  to  the  houfe  but  thofe  complaints  were 
groundlefs ;  neverthelefs,  they  afterwards  received 
ieveral  petitions,  imploring  relief  againft  the  faid 
act ;  and  they  ordered  that  the  petitioners  mould 
be  relieved  accordingly.  Propofals  were  delivered 
in  for  incorporating  fuch  as  mould  purchafe  thefuid 
forfeitures,  on  certain  terms  therein  fpecified,  ac- 
cording to  the  rent-roll,  when  verified  and  made 
good  to  the  purchaiei  s  •,  but,  whereas  in  this  rent- 
roll  the  value  of  the  eftates  had  been  eftimated  at 
fomething  more  than  feven  hundred  and  fixteen 
thoufand  pounds,  thole  who  undertook  to  make 
the  purchafe,  affirmed,  they  were  not  worth  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds :  and  thus  the  affair  re- 
mained in  fufpenfe. 

With  refpect  to  Scotland,  the  clamours  of  that  rhek'ng 
kingdom  had  not  yet  fublkied.     When  the  bill  of  iw-mmendi 
abjuration  pafled  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  earl  of  "."""* rf 
Nottingham  had  declared,  that  although  he  differed  kj  s--cml« 

NQ.  86,  S  in 
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A.  c.  .701.  'm  opinion  from  the  majority  in  many  particulars  re- 
lating to  that  bill,  yet  he  was  a  friend  to  the  defign 
of  it  -,  and,  in  order  to  fecure  a  proteftant  fuccef- 
fion,  he  thought  an  union  of  the  whole  ifland  was 
abfolutely  necefifary.  He  therefore  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  that  he  would  diffolve  the  par- 
liament of  Scotland  now  fitting,  as  the  legality  of 
it  might  be  called  in  queftion,  on  account  of  its 
having  been  originally  a  convention  -t  and,  that  a 
new  parliament  mould  be  fummoned,  that  they 
might  treat  about  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 
The  king  had  this  affair  fo  much  at  heart,  that 
even  when  he  was  difabled  from  going  to  the  par- 
liament in  perfon,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  commons, 
expreffing  an  eager  defire  that  a  treaty,  for  this  pur- 
pofe  might  be  fet  on  foot,  and  earneftly  recom- 
mended this  affair  to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe. 
But,  as  a  new  parliament  in  Scotland  could  not  be 
called  without  a  great  rifque,  while  the  nation  was 
in  fuch  a  ferment,  the  project  was  poflponed  to  a 
more  favourable  opportunity. 

He  faHs  Before  the  king's  return  from  Holland,  he  had 
S  his  concerted  wit*1  n*s  a^es  tne  operations  of  the  enfu- 
ing  campaign.  He  had  engaged  in  a  negotiation 
with  the  prince  of  Hefle-D'Armftadt,  who  affured 
•  him,  that  if  lie  would  befiege  and  take  Cadiz,  the 
admiral  of  Caftile  and  divers  other  grandees  of 
Spain,  would  declare  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The 
allies  had  alfo  determined  upon  the  fiege  of  Keyfer- 
fwaert,  which  the  eleclror  of  Cologne  had  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  French:  the  eledor  of 
Hanover  had  refolved  to  difarm  the  princes  of 
Wolfembuttle  :  the  king  of  the  Romans  and  prince 
Lewis  of  Baden,  undertook  to  inveft  Landau  ;  and 
the  emperor  prom i fed  to  fend  a  powerful  reinforce- 
ment to  prince  Eugene  in  Italy  •,  but  William  did 
not  live  to  fee  thefe  fchemes  put  in  execution.  His 
conftitution  was  by  this  time  almoft  exhaufted, 

though 
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though  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  effects  of  A-c-  »7<»» 
his  malady,  and  to  repair  his  health  by  exercife. 
On  the  twcnty-fifft  day  of  February,  in  riding  to 
Hampton-court  from  Kenfmgton,  his  horfe  fell  un- 
der him,  and  he  himfelf  was  thrown  upon  the 
ground  with  fuch  violence,  as  produced  a  fracture 
in  his  collar  bone.  His  attendants  conveyed  hirri 
to  the  palace  of  Hampton- court,  where  the  fracture 
was  reduced  by  Ronjat  his  ferjeant-furgeoii.  In 
the  evening  he  returned  to  Kenfmgton  in  his  coach, 
and  the  two  ends  of  the  fractured  bone  having 
been  difunited  by  the  jolting  of  the  carriage,  were 
replaced  under  the  infpedion  of  Bidloo  his  phyfi. 
cian.  He  feemed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  recovering 
till  the  firft  day  of  March,  when  his  knee  feemed 
to  be  inflamed,  with  great  pain  and  weaknefs. 
Next  day  he  granted  a  commiffion  under  the  great 
feal  to  feveral  peers,  for  pafling  the  bills  to  which  4 
both  houfes  of  parliament  had  agreed,  namely,  the. 
act  of  attainder  againft  the  pretended  prince  of* 
Wales  j  and  another  in  favour  of  the  Quakers,  en- 
acting, That  their  folemn  affirmation  and  declara- 
tion mould  be  accepted  inftead  of  an  oath  in  the 
ufual  form. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  March  the  king  was  fo  well  H;S  death  j 
recovered  of  his  lamenefs,  that  he  took  feveral  turns 
in  the  gallery  at  Kenfmgton  ;  but,  fitting  down  on 
a  couch  where  he  fell  afleep,  he  was  feized  with  a 
fhivering,  which  terminated  in  a  fever  arid  diarrhoea. 
He  was  attended  by  Sir  Thomas  Millington,  Sir 
Richard  Blackmore,  Sir  Theodore  Colledon,  Dr. 
Bidloo,  and  other  eminent  phyficiansj  but  their 
prefcriptions  proved  ineffectual.  On  the  fixth  he 
granted  another  commiffion  for  patting  the  bill  for 
the  malt-tax,  and  the  act  of  abjuration:  and,  being; 
fo  weak  that  he  could  not  write  his  name,  he,  ia 
prefence  of  the  lord-keeper  and  the  clerks  of  parlia- 
ment, applied  a  ftamp  prepared  for  the  purpofe.- 
S  2  The 
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A.  c.  1701. The  earl  of  Albemarle  arriving  from  Holland,  con- 
ferred with  him  in  private  on  the  pofture  of  affairs 
abroad ;  but  he  received  his  informations  with 
great  coldnefsy  and  faid,  "  Je  tire  vers  ma  fin."  "  I 
"  approach  the  end  of  life."  In  the  evening  he 
thanked  Dr.  Bildoo  for  his  care  and  tendernefs,  fay- 
ing, "  I  know  that  you  and  the  other  learned  phy- 
"  ficians  have  done  all  that  your  art  can  do  for  my 
"  relief-,  but  finding  all  means  ineffectual,  I  fub- 
"  mit."  He  received  Ipiritual  confolation  from 
archbimop  Tenifon,  and  Burnet  bifhop  of  Sail  bury : 
on  Sunday  morning  the  facrament  was  adminiftred 
to  him.  The  lords  of  the  privy -council,  and  divers 
noblemen  attended  in  the  adjoining  apartments^ 
and  to  fome  of  them  who  were  admitted,  he  fpoke 
a  little.  He  thanked  lord  Ovcrkirk  for  his  long 
and  faithful  fervices  :  he  delivered  to  lord  Albe- 
marle the  keys  of  his  clofet  and  fcrutore,  telling, 
him,  he  knew  what  to  do  with  them.  He  inquired 
for  the  earl  of  Portland-;  but  being  fpeechlefs  be- 
fore that  nobleman  arrived,  he  grafped  his  hand, 
and  laid  it  to  his  heart  with  marks  of  the  moft  ten- 
der affection.  On  the  eighth  day  of  March  he  ex.- 
pired,  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  after 
having  reigned  thirteen  years.  The  lords  Lexing- 
ton and  Scarborough,  who  were  in  waiting,  no 
fooner  perceived  the  king  was  dead,  than  they  or- 
dered Ronjat  to  untie  from  his  left  arm  a  black 
ribbon,,  to  which  was  affixed  a  ring,  containing 
fome  hair  of  the  late  queen  Mary.  The  body  be- 
ing opened  and  embalmed,  lay  in  ftate  for  fome 
time  at  Kenfington  •,  and  on  die  twelfth  day  of 
April  was  drpofited  in  a  vault  of  Henry's  chapel  in 
Weftminfier  abbey.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  a 
will  which  he  had  intrufteci  with  tihonfieur  Schuylem- 
berg,  was  opened  at  the  Hague.  In  this  he  had 
declared  his  coufin  prince  Fnlon  of  Naflau,  ftadt- 
holder  of  Friefland,  his  lole  and  univerial  heir,  and 

appoint- 
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appointed  the  ftates-general  his  executors.     ByaA'CiI701- 
codicil  annexed,  he  had  bequeathed  the  lordfhip  of 
Breevert,  and  a  legacy  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
guilders,  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle. 

William  III.  was  in  his  perfon  of  the  middle  and  ch*. 
fbature,  a  thin  body  and  delicate  constitution,  fubje£traae*p 
to  an  afthma  and  continual  cough  from  his  infancy. 
He  had  an  aquiline  nofe,  fparlding  eyes,  a  large 
forehead,  and  a  grave  iblemn  afpect.  He  was  very 
(paring of  fpeech :  his  converfadon  was  dry,  and  his 
manner  difgufting,  except  in  battle,  when  his  de- 
portment was  free,  fpirited,  and  animating.  In 
courage,  fortitude,  and  equanimity,  he  rivalled  the 
moft  eminent  warriors  of  antiquity ;  and  his  natural 
fagacity  made  amends  for  the  defects  in  his  educa- 
tion, which  had  not  been  properly  fuperintended. 
He  was  religious,  temperate,  generally  juft  and  fin  - 
cere,  a  ftranger  to  violent  tranfports  of  pafTion,  and 
might  have  pafied  for  one  of  the  belt  princes  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived,  had  he  never  afcended  the 
throne  of  Great-Britain.  But,  the  diitinguiming 
criterion  of  his  character  was  ambition.  To  this 
he  facrificed  the  punctilios  of  honour  and  decorum, 
in  depofing  his  own  father-in-law  and  uncle-,  and 
this  he  gratified  at  the  expence  of  the  nation  that 
raifed  him  to  fovereign  authority.  He  afpired  to 
the  honour  of  acting  as  umpire  in  all  the  contefts 
of  Europe  ;  and  the  lecond  object  of  his  attention 
was,  the  prolperity  of  that  country  to  which  he 
owed  his  birth  and  extraction.  Whether  he  really 
thought  the  interefts  of  the  continent  and  Great- 
Britain  were  infeparable,  or  fought  only  to  drag 
England  into  the  confederacy  as  a  convenient  ally, 
certain  it  is,  he  involved  thefe  kingdoms  in  foreign 
connexions,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  their  ruin.  In  order  to  eftablifh  this 
favourite  point,  he  fcrupled  not  to  employ  all  the 
engines  of  corruption,  by  which  the  morals  of  the 
S  3  nation 
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A.  0.1701.  nation  were  totally  debauched.  He  procured  apar- 
liamentery  fandtion  for  a  Handing  army,  which  now 
feemstobe  interwoven  in  the  conftitution.  He  in- 

Burnet.      trodiiced  the  pernicious  practice  of  borrowing  upon  • 

OJumixon.  /•        -i  i-  i  n-    -i     i          i 

Boycr.       remote  funds  •,  an  expedient  that  necefianly  hatched 
staattTrSs.a  brood  of  ufurers,  brokers,  and  ftock-jobbers,  to 
Tindai.      prey  upon  the  vitals  of  their  country.     He  intailed 
vcluire.    °P°n  t^ie  nati°n  a  growing  debt,  and  a  fyftem  of 
politics  big  v/ith  milery,  defpair,  and  deftruftion. 
To  fum  up  his  character  in  a  few  words  :  William 
was  a  fatalift  in  religion,  indefatigable  in  war,  en- 
terprifing  in  politics,  dead  to  all  the  warm  and  ge- 
nerous emotions  of  the  human  heart,  a  cold  rela- 
tion,  an  indifferent  hufband,  a  difagreeable  man, 
an  ungracious  prince,    and    an    imperious   fove- 
rcign. 
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T  If  J  I  L  L  I A  M  was  fueceeded  as  fove reign  of  A* c>  17°'4 
VV     England,  by  Anne  princefs  of  Denmark,  Anne  r,,c- 
who  afcerided  the  throne  in  the  thirty  eighth  year  tc^*eto  the 
of  her  age,  to  the  general  fatisfaction  of  all  parties. 
Even  the  Jacobites  feemed  pleafed  with  her  eleva- 
tion, on  the  fuppofition,   that  as   in  all  probability 
fhe  would  leave  no  heirs  of  her  own  body,  the  dic- 
tates of  natural  affection  would  induce  her  to  alter 
the  fticcefTion  in  favour  of  her  own  brother.     She 
had  been  taught  to  cherifh  warm  femiments  of  the 
Tories,  whom  fhe  confidered  as  the  friends  of  mo- 
narchy, and  the  true  fons  of  the  church  ;  and  they 
had  always  profefTed  an  inviolable  attachment  to  her 
perfon  and  intereft ;  but,  her  conduct  was  wholly 
influenced  by  the  countefs  of  Marlborough,  a  wo- 
man of  an  imperious  temper  and  intriguing  genius, 
who  had  been  intimate  with  the  princefs  from  her 
tender  years,  and  gained  a  furprifing  afcendancy  over 
her  fpirit.    Anne  had  undergone  fome  itrange  vicif- 
fitudes  of  fortune  in  confequence  of  her  father's 
expulfion,  and  fuftained  a  variety  of  mortifications 
in  the  late  reign,  during  which  me  conducted  her- 
felf  with  fuch  difcretion,  as  left  little  or  no  pretence 
for  cenfure  or  refentment.     Such  conduct,  indeed, 
was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  a  natural  tempe- 
rance of  difpofition,   not  eafily  ruffled  or  inflamed. 
She  was  zealonfly  devoted  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, from  which  her  father  had  ufed  fome  endea- 
vours to  detach  her  before  the  revolution  -,  and  me 
lived  in  great  harmony  with  her  hufband,  to  whom 
(he  bore  fix  children,  all  of  whom  fhe  had  already 
furvived.     William  had  no  fooner  yielded  up  his 
breath,  than  the  privy-council  in  a  body  waited  on 
84  the 
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A.  c.  i7or.  the  new  queen,  who,  in  a  fhort  but  fenfible  fpeech, 
afiured  them,  that  no  pains  nor  diligence  mould  be 
wanting  on  her  part,  to  preferve  and  fupport  the 
religion,    laws,    and  liberties   of  her   country,  to 
maintain  the  fucceffion  in  the  proteilant  line,  and 
the    government   in  church   and  flate,  as  by  law 
eftabiilhcd.     She  declared  her  refolution  to  carry 
on   the  preparations  for  oppofing  the  exorbitant 
power  of  France  i  and  to  aflure  the  allies,  that  flic 
would  purfue  the  true  intereft  of'  England,  rogether 
with  theirs,  for  the  fupport  of  the  common  caule. 
The  members  of  the  privy-council  having  taken 
the  oaths,  me  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  pub- 
lifhed,  fignifying  her  pleafure,  that  all  peribns  in 
office  of  authority  or  government,  at  the  deceafeof 
the  late  king,  mould  ib  continue  till  further  direc- 
tions.    By  virtue  of  an  a'ct  paffed  in  the  late  reign, 
the  parliament  continued  fitting  even  after  the  king's 
death.     Both  houfes  met  immediately,   and  unani- 
moufly  voted  an  acMrds  of  condolance  and  congra- 
tulation *,  and,  in  the  atternoon  the  queen  was  pro- 
claimed.    Next  day  the  lords  and  commons  ieve- 
rally  attended  her  with  an  addrefs,  congratulating 
her  majefty's  acceffion  to  the  throne  ;  and,  afluring 
her  of  their  firm  refolution  to  fupport  her  aga  nil 
all   her  enemies  whatlbever.     The  lords  acknow- 
ledged, that  their  great  lofs  was  no  otherwife  to  be 
repaired  but  by  a  vigorous  adherence   to  her  ma- 
jeiiy  and  her  allie.:,  in  the  profecution  of  thole  mea- 
fures  already  concerted  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
power  of  France-.     The  commons  declared,  they 
would  maintain  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  the 
proteftant  line,  and  tfTedhu-liy  provide  for  the  pub- 
lic, credit  of  trie  narion.     '1  h.fe  addreiics  were  gra- 
cionfly  received  by  the  queen,  who,  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  Ma;ch  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers  with  the 
uiual  foltmnity,  where,  in  a  fptech  to  both  houfes, 
fhc  cxprciicd  her  fatisfliction   at  their  unanimous 
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concurrence  with  her  opinion,  that  too  much  could  A- c-  '701' 
not  be  done  for  the  encouragement  of  their  allies 
in  humbling  the  power  of  France  ;  and  defired 
they  would  confider  of  proper  methods  towards  ob- 
taining an  union  between  England  and  Scotland. 
She  obferved  to  the  commons,  that  the  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  civil  government, 
was  expired :  and,  that  fhe  relied  intirely  on  their 
affection  for  its  being  fupplied  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
Ihould  be  mofl  fuitable  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown.  She  declared,  it  mould  be  her  con- 
ftant  endeavour  to  make  them  the  beft  return  for 
their  duty  and  affection,  by  a  careful  and  diligent  ad- 
miniftration  for  the  good  of  all  her  iubjects  :  "  And 
"  as  I  know  my  own  heart  to  be  entirely  Englifh 
*'  (continued  me)  I  can  very  fmcerely  allure  you, 
*'  there  is  not  any  thing  you  can  expect  or  defire 
"  from  me,  which  I  mall  not  be  ready  to  do  for 
"  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  England ;  and 
"  you  (hail  always  find  me  a  ftrict  and  religious  ob- 
"  ferver  of  my  word."  Thefe  affurances  were  ex- 
tremely agreeable  to  the  parliament  j  and  (he  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  both  houfes.  Addreffes  of 
congratulation  were  prefented  by  the  bifhop  and 
clergy  of  London ;  by  the  diffenters  in  and  about 
that  city  ;  and,  by  all  the  counties,  cities,  towns, 
and  corporations  of  England.  She  declared  her  at- 
tachment to  the  church  :  fhe  promifed  her  protec- 
tion to  the  difienters  •,  and,  received  the  compli- 
ments of  all  her  iubjects  with  fuch  affability  as  in- 
fured  their  affection. 

William's  death  was  no  fooner  known  at  the  she  refhir^ 
Hague,  than  all  HoILnd  was  filled  wfth  confterna-  "I^^, 
tion.  The  ftates  immediately  afiembled,  and  for  of  hVr ?««•«. 
fome  time  gazed  at  each  other  in  filent  jear  and  afto- 
nifhment.  They  fighed,  wept,  interchanged  em- 
braces and  vows,  that  they  would  act  with  unani- 
mity, and  expend  their  deareft  blood  in  defence  of 

their 
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A.  c,  i7oT.  their  country.  Then  they  difpatched  letters  to  ths 
cities  and  provinces,  informing  them  of  this  unfor- 
tunate event,  and  exhorting  them  to  union  and  per- 
feverance.  The  exprefs  from  England  having 
brought  the  queen's  fpeech  to  her  privy-council, 
it  was  tranflated  and  publifhed,  to  revive  the  droop- 
ing fpirits  of  the  people.  Next  day  penfionary 
Fagel  imparted  to  the  dates  of  Holland,  a  letter 
\vhich  he  had  received  from  the  earl  of  Marlborough, 
containing  afTurances  in  the  queen's  name  of  union 
and  affiftance.  In  a  few  days,  the  queen  wrote  a 
/  letter  in  the  French  language  to  the  ftates,  confirm- 
ing thefe  aflurances  j  and,  it  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Stanhope,  who  was  now  furnimed  with  frem  cre- 
dentials  as  envoy  from  England.  Thus  animated, 
the  ftates  refolved  to  prolecute  vigorous  mealures  -, 
and  their  refolutions  were  ftill  more  infpirited  by  the 
arrival  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  whom  the  queen 
honoured  with  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  invefted 
with  the  character  of  ambaffador  extraordinary,  and 
plenipotentiary  to  the  States-general :  he  was  like- 
wife  declared  captain  general  of  all  her  forces  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  He  afiured  the  ftates,  that  her 
Britannic  majefty  would  maintain  the  alliances  which 
had  been  concluded  by  the  late  king,  and  do  every 
thing  that  the  common  concerns  of  Europe  requir- 
ed. The  fpeech  was  anfwered  by  Dickvelt  prefi- 
dent  of  the  week,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  ftates, 
expreffed  their  hearty  thanks  to  her  majefty,  and 
their  refolution  of  concurring  with  her  in  a  vigo- 
rous profecution  of  the  common  intereft. 

A  French;       The  importance  of  William's  life  was  evinced  by 

menvriai    tfa  \oy  that  diffufed  itfelf  through  the  kingdom  of 

prclen'cd  to  J    1  .     .       .  ^        _,.  5.  % 

the  statci-  France  at  the  news  of  his  deceafe.     The  perfon  who 

genera:.      £rft  brought  the  tidings  to  Calais  was  imprifoned  by 

the  governor,  until  his  information  was  confirmed. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  could  hardly  reftrain  their 

tranfports  fo  as  to  preferve  common  decorum  :  the 

people 
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people  of  Paris  openly  rejoiced  at  the  event;  all  de-  A>  c>  '701' 
cency  was  laid  afide  at  Rome,  where  this  incident 
produced  fuch  indecent  raptures,  that  cardinal  Gri- 
mani  the  Imperial  minifter  complained  of  them  to 
the  pope,  as  an  infult  on  his  mafter  the  emperor, 
who  was  William's  friend,  confederate,  and  ally, 
The  French  king  difpatched  credentials  to  Barre, 
whom  the  count  D'Avaux  had  left  at  the  Hague, 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  France,  together  with  in- 
ftructions  to  renew  the  negotiation  with  the  ftates, 
in  hope  of  detaching  them  from  the  alliance.  This 
minifter  prefented  a  memorial,  implying  fevere  re- 
flections on  king  William  and  the  palt  conduct  of 
the  Dutch  ;  and  infmuating,  that  now  they  had  reco- 
vered their  liberty,  the  court  of  f  ranee  hoped  they 
would  confult  their  true  intereft.  The  count  de 
Goes  envoy  from  the  emperor,  animadverted  on 
thefe  expreffions  in  another  memorial,  which  was 
likewife  publifhed  :  and,  the  ftates  produced  in 
public  an  anfwer  to  the  fame  remonftrance,  expref- 
fing  their  refentment  at  the  infolence  of  fuch  infmu- 
ations,  and  their  veneration  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  ftadtholder.  The  earl  of  Marlborough  fuc- 
ceeded  in  every  part  of  his  negotiation.  He  ani- 
mated the  Dutch  to  a  full  exertion  of  their  vigour: 
he  concerted  the  operations  of  the  campaign  :  he 
agreed  with  the  States -general  and  the  imperial  mi- 
miter,  that  war  ihould  be  declared  againft  France 
on  the  fame  day,  at  Vienna,  London,  and  the 
Hague  :  and,  on  the  third  day  of  April  embarked 
for  England,  after  having  acquired  the  intire  con- 
fidence of  thofe  who  governed  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

By  this  time  the  houfe  of  commons  in  England  A.c.  1702. 
had  fettled  the  civil  lift   upon  the  queen  for  herThc  ueen.a 
life  •,  and,  when  the  bill  received  the  royal  aflent,  inclination 
Hie  ailuredthem,  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  *  L 
of  this  revenue  mould  be  applied   to  the  public 

fervice 
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A.C.  1701.  fervice  of  the  current  year  :  at  the  fame  time,  fhe 
paffed  another  bill  for  ;eceiving  and  examining  the 
public  accounts.  A  commifiion  for  this  purpofc 
was  granted  in  the  preceding  reign,  but  had  been 
for  ibme  years  dilcontinued  -,  and  indeed,  always 
proved  ineffectual  to  detect  and  punifh  thole  indi- 
viduals, who  ihameiully  pillaged  their  country. 
The  villainy  was  ib  complicated,  the  vice  fo  gene- 
ral, and  the  delinquent  io  powerfully  fcreened  by 
artifice  and  intereft,  as  to  elude  all  inquiry.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  March  the  oath  of  abjuration 
was  taken  by  the  fpeakcr  and  members,  according 
to  an  act  for  the  funnier  fecuiity  of  her  majefty's 
perfon,  and  the  iuccefiion  of  tne  crown  in  the 
proteftant  line,  and  for  extinguifhing  the  hopes  of 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales.  The  queen's  incli- 
nation to  the  1  ories  plainly  appeared  in  her  choice 
of  minifters.  Doctor  John  Sharpe,  archbifhop  of 
York,  became  her  ghoftly  curecLor  and  counfellor 
in  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs.  The  earl  of  Kocheiter 
was  continued  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  en- 
joyed a  great  fhare  of  her  majelty's  confidence  : 
the  privy-feal  was  intruded  to  the  marquis  of  Nor- 
manby :  the  earl  of  Nottingham  and  Sir  Charles 
Hedges  were  appointed  lecretaries  of  ftate  :  the  earl 
of  Abingdon,  Vilcount  Weymouth,  lord  Dart- 
mouth, birChriftopher  Mufgrave,  Greenvil,  Howe, 
Gower,  and  Harcourt,  were  admitted  as  members 
of  the  privy-council,  together  with  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  now  declared  comptroller  of  the  hou- 
fhold.  The  lord  Godolphin  declined  accepting 
the  office  of  lord  high-treaiurcr,  until  he  was  over- 
ruled by  the  perfuafions  of  Marlborough,  to  whole 
eldcft  daughter  his  Ion  was  married.  This  noble- 
man refuied  to  command  the  forces  abroad,  unlds 
the  trcaiury  mould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Godol- 
phin, on  whofe  punctuality  in  point  of  remittances 
k.ne\v  he  could  depend.  George,  prince  of  Dsn- 
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mark,  was  inverted  with  the  title  of  generalifllmoA.  c. 
of  all  the  queen's  forces  by  fea  and  land  -,  and, 
afterwards  created  lord  high  admiral :  the  earl  of 
Pembroke  having  been  dilmifTed  from  this  office 
with  the  offer  of  a  large  penfion,  which  he  generouily 
refufed.  Prince  George,  as  admiral,  was  afiified  by 
a  council,  confuting  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  Sir  Da- 
vid Mitchel,  George  Churchil,  arid  Richard  Hill. 
Though  the  legality  of  this  board  was  doubted, 
the  parliament  had  fuch  refpect  and  veneration  for 
the  queen,  that  it  was  fuffered  to  ad  without  quef- 
tion. 

A  rivalfhip  for  the  queen's  favour  already  ap-  Ward 
peared  between  the  earls  of  Rochefter  and  Marl-  edagai 
borough.  The  former,  as  firft  coufin  to  the  queen,  France 
and  chief  of  the  Tory  faction,  maintained  confider- 
able  influence  in  the  council :  but  even  there  the 
intereft  of  his  rival  predominated.  Marlborough 
was  not  only  the  better  courtier,  but,  by  the  canal 
of  his  countefs,  actually  directed  the  queen  in  all 
her  refolutions.  Rochester  propofed  in  council, 
that  the  Englifh  jfhould  avoid  a  declaration  of  war 
with  France,  and  act  as  auxiliaries  only.  He  was 
feconded  by  fome  other  members  :  but  the  opinion 
of  Marlborough  preponderated.  He  obferved. 
that  the  honour  of  the  nation  was  concerned  to  ful- 
fil the  late  king's  engagements  ;  and  affirmed  that 
France  could  never  be  reduced  within  due  bounds, 
unlefs  the  Englifli  would  enter  as  principals  in  the 
quarrel.  This  allegation  was  fupported  by  the 
dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Devonfhire,  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  the  majority  of  the  council.  The 
queen  refolved  to  declare  war,  and  communicated 
her  intention  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  whom 
it  was  approved ;  and,  on  the  fourth  day  of  May, 
the  declaration  was  Iblemnly  proclaimed.  The  king 
of  France  was,  in  this  proclamation,  taxed  with  hav- 
ing taken  pofTefiion  of  great  part  of  the  Spanifh  do- 
minions i 


270  HISTORY  OPEN  GLAND. 

A.C.  1702.  minions  ;  with  defigning  to  invade  the  liberties  of 
Europe;  to  obftruct  the  fieedom  of  navigation 
and  commerce  ;  and  with  having  offered  an  unpar- 
donable inful t  to  the  queen  and  her  throne,  by  ta- 
king upon  him  to  declare  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales  king  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
The  three  declarations  of  the  emperor,  England, 
and  the  States-general,  which  were  publifhed  in  one 
day,  did  not  fail  to  difconcert,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
voke, the  French  monarch.  When  his  minifter  de 
Torcy  recited  them  in  his  hearing,  he  fpoke  of  the 
queen  with  Ibme  acrimony  ;  but  with  refpedt  to  the 
States- general,  he  declared  with  great  emotion, 
that  "  Meflleurs  the  Dutch  merchants  mould  one 
"  day  repent  of  their  infolence  and  prelumption, 
*'  in  declaring  war  againtt  lo  powerful  a  monarch. " 
He  did  not,  however,  produce  his  declaration  till  the 
third  day  of  July. 

mcntjro-*"  The  houfe  of  commons,  in  compliance  with  the 
rogued.  queen's  defire,  brought  in  a  bill,  empowering  her 
majefty  to  name  commiflloners  to  treat  with  the 
Scots  for  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  It  met 
with  warm  cppofition  from  Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
and  other  Tory  members,  who  difcharged  abun- 
dance of  fatire  and  ridicule  upon  the  Scottifh  na^ 
tion  ;  but  the  meafure  feemed  fo  necefTary  at  that 
juncture,  to  fecure  the  proteftant  fuccefiion  ag*inft 
the  practices  of  France,  and  the  claims  of  the  pre- 
tender, that  the  majority  efpoufed  the  bill,  which 
pafled  through  both  houfes,  and,  on  the  fixth  day 
of  May  received  the  royal  aiTent,  together  with  fome 
bills  of  lefs  importance.  The  enemies  of  the  late 
king  continued  to  revile  his  memory  *.  They  even 

*  In  their  hours  of  debauch,  they  fturobled.    As  he  had  formerly  belrng- 

drank  to  thehcalthof  Scml,  meaning  ed  to  Sir  John  Fenwick,  thfyinfin- 

the  horfe  that  fe'l  with  the  king,  and,  uated  that  William's  fate  was  a  judg- 

under  thr  appellation  of  the  little  cen-  ment  upon  him  for  his  cruelty  to  that 

ileman  in  vclre',  toaftedthe  mo!e  th.'.t  pcntlerran  ;   and  a  Latin  epigram  waj 

rzifed  the  hill  over  which  the  horfe  had  Written  en  the  occafipn.   * 

charged 
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charged  him  with  having  formed  a  defign  of  ex-_A-c-  '^ 
eluding  the  princefs  Anne  from  the  throne,  and  of 
introducing  the  elector  of  Hanover  as  his  own  im- 
mediate fucceflbr.  This  report  had  been  fo  induf- 
triouQy  circulated,  that  it  began  to  gain  credit  all 
over  the  kingdom.  Several  peers  interefted  them- 
felves  in  William's  character ;  and  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  upper  houfe,  that  the  truth  of  this  re- 
port fhould  be  inquired  into.  The  houfe  imme- 
diately defired,  that  thofe  lords  who  had  vifited  the 
late  king's  papers,  would  intimate  whether  or  not 
they  had  found  any  among  them  relating  to  the 
queen's  fucceflion,  or  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover.  They  forthwith  declared,  that  no- 
thing of  that  fort  appeared.  Then  the  houfe  re- 
folved,  that  the  report  was  groundlefs,  falfe,  vil- 
lainous, and  fcandalous,  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
late  king's  memory,  and  highly  tending  to  the  dif- 
ferviceof  her  prefent  majefty,  whom  they  befoughc 
to  give  order  that  the  authors  or  publifhers  of  fuch 
fcandalous  reports  mould  be  profecuted  by  the  at- 
torney-general. The  fame  cenfure  was  parted  upon 
fome  libels  and  pamphlets,  tending  to  inflame  the 
factions  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  propagate  a  fpirit 
of  irreligionf.  On  the  twenty-fail  day  of  May, 
the  commons,  in  an  addrefs,  advifed  her  majefty 
to  engage  the  emperor,  the  States-general,  and 
her  other  allies,  to  join  with  her  in  prohibiting  all 
intercourfe  with  France  and  Spain  -,  and  to  concert 
fuch  methods  with  the  States-general,  as  might 
moft  effectually  fecure  the  trade  of  her  fubjects 
and  allies.  The  lords  prefented  another  addrefs, 
defiring  the  queen  would  encourage  her  fubjects 
to  equip  privateers,  as  the  preparations  of  the  enemy 

f  Dr.  Binlces,  in  a  fermon  preach-  and  thofe  of  king  Charles,   to  wffich 

ed  before    the  convocation,    on  the  lafthe  gave  the  preference,  in  point 

thirtieth  day  of  January,  dyew'  a  pa-  of  right,  character,  and  flation. 
raUel  between  the  luflerin^s  of  Chrilh 

feemed 
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*.c.  1702.  feemed  to  be  made  for  a  piratical  war,  to  the  inter- 
ruption of  commerce  •,  they  likewife  exhorted  her 
majefty  to  grant  commiflions  or  charters  to  all  per- 
fons  who  mould  make  fuch  acquifitions  in  the  In- 
dies, as  me  in  her  great  wifdom  mould  judge  moft 
expedient  for  the  good  of  her  kingdoms.     On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  the  queen  having  pafied 
feveral  public  and  J  private  bills,  diimifled  the  par- 
liament by  prorogation,   after  having,  in  a  fhort 
fpeech,  thanked  them  for  their  zeal,  recommend- 
ed unanimity,    and  declared   me  would  carefully 
preierve  and  maintain  the  ac~b  of  toleration. 
Warm  op-       In  Scotland,    a  warm  conteil  arofe  between  the 
The  m°i":ft°ry  rcvolutioners  and  thofe  in  the  oppofition,  concern- 
in  the  scot-  ing  the  exiftence  of  the  prefent  parliament.     The 
arh*    queen  had  iignified  her  accefljon  to  the  thronex  in 
a  letter  to  her  privy-council  for  Scotland,  dcfiring 
they  would  continue  to  aft  in  that  office  until  Ihe 
mould  fend  a  new  commifijon,  authorifing  them  to 
publiih  a   proclamation,  ordaining  all   officers  of 
ftate,  counsellors,   and  magiflrates,  to  act  in  all 
things  conformably  to  the  commifiions  and  inllruc- 
tions  they  had  from    his  late  majelty,  until  new 
commiftions  could  be  prepared.     She  likewife  af- 
fured  them  of  her  firm  relblution  to  protect,  them 
in  their  religion,   Jaws,   and  liberties,  and  in  the 
eftabliflied  government  of  the  church.     She  had 
already,  in  preience  of  twelve  Scottifh  counfcliors, 
taken  the  coronation-oath  for  that  kingdom  :  but 
thofe  who  wanted   to    embroil  the  affairs  of  their 
country,  affirmed,  that   this  was  an  irregular  way 

J  During  this  fhort  frflion,  the  tors  againft  king  William  :  to  a  fifth 
queen  gave  her  alTent  ro  an  ad  for  for  the  rrhct"  ot  proteftant  purchafers 
laying  a  duty  upon  land  :  to  another  rf  the  forfeited  eftatet  of  Ireland  :  to 
for  encouraging  the  Greenland  trade:  a  f.xth  enlarging  the  time  for  taking 
to  a  third  for  making  go«d  the  <k£-  the  oath  of  abjuration  :  to  a  fcventh 
oiencies,  and  the  public  credit :  to  a  obliging  the  Jews  to  maintain  and  pro- 
fourth  for  continuing  the  itnprifcn-  vid«  for  their  proteftaiit  childun. 
iwnt  of  Counter,  aaa  uthtr  conffir*. 

of 
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Of  proceeding  ;  and  that  the  oath  ought  to  have  A*  c-  '7°** 
been  tendered  by  perfons  deputed  for  that  purpofe, 
"  either  by  the  parliament,  or  the  privy-council  of 
the  kingdom.     The  prefent  miniftry,  confiding  of 
the  duke  of  Queenfberry,  the  earls  of  Marchmont, 
Melvil,    Seafield,    Hyndford,    and  Selkirk,  were 
devoted  to  revolution-principles,  and  defirous  that 
the  parliament  mould  continue,  in  purfuance  of  a 
late  act  for  continuing  the  parliament  that  fhould 
be  then  in  being  fix  months  after  the  death  of  the 
king  ;  and  that  it  mould  affemble  in  twenty  days 
after  that  event.     The  queen  had,    by  feverai  ad- 
journments,   deferred   the  meeting   almoft   three 
months  after  the  king's  deceafe  ;  and  therefore  the 
'  anti-revolutioners  affirmed  that  it  was   diflblved. 
The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  at  the  head  of  this 
party,  which  clamoured  loudly  for  a  new  parlia- 
ment.    This  nobleman,  together  with  the  marquis 
of  Tweedale,  the  earls  Marfhal   and  Rothes,  and 
many  other  .noblemen,    repaired    to  London,   in 
order  to  make  the  queen  acquainted  with  their  ob- 
jections to   the  continuance  of  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment.    She  admitted  them  to  her  prelence,  and 
calmly  heard  their  allegations  :  but  me  was  deter- 
mined, by  the  advice  of  her  privy-council  for  that 
kingdom,  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  nation  was 
in  too  great  a  ferment  to  hazard  the  convocation 
of  a  new  parliament.     According  to  the  queen's 
laft  adjournment,    the  parliament  met  at   Edin- 
burgh  on  the   ninth  day  of  June,  the  duke  of 
Queenfberry  having  been  appointed  high  commif- 
fioner.     Before  the  queen's  commiffion  was  read, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,   for  himfelf  and  his  adhe- 
rents, declared  their  fatisfaction  at  her  majefty's 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  not  only  on  account  of  her 
undoubted  right  by  defcent,  but  likewiie  becaufe  of 
her  many  perlbnal  virtues  and  royal  qualities.     He 
faid,  they  were  refolved  to  facrifice  their  lives  and 
.    N°.8o.  T  fortunes 
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A.  c.  i;o».  fortunes  in  defence^of  her  majefty's  right  againft  all 
her  enemies  whatever-,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
thought  themfelves  bound  in  duty    to  give  their 
opinion,  that  they  were  not  warranted  by  law  to  fit 
and  act  as  a  parliament.     He  then  read  a  paper  to 
the  following  effect :  That  forafmuch  as,  by  the 
fundamental  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  kingdom, 
all  parliaments  do  diflblve  on  the  death  of  the  fove- 
reign,  except  in  fo  far  as  innovated  by  an  act  in  the 
preceding  reign,  that  the  parliament  in  being  at  his 
deceafe  mould  meet,  and  act  what  might  be  need- 
ful for  the  defence  of  the  true  proteftant  religion  as 
by  law  eftablifhed ;  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
fucceflion  to  the  crown,  as  fettled  by  the  claim  of 
right  •,  and  for  the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of  the 
public  peace.     And  teeing  thefe  ends  are  fully  an- 
fwered  by  her  majefty's  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  we 
conceive  ourfelves  not  now  warranted  by  law  to 
meet,  fit,  or  act  •,  and  therefore  do  diflent  from 
any  thing  that  mall  be  done  or  acted.     The  duke 
having  recited  this  paper,   and  formally  protefted 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament,  with- 
drew with  feventy-nine  members,  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  the  people. 

T-heC°8"       Notwithftanding  their  fecefiion,  the   commif- 
fioner,   who  retained  a  much  greater  number,  pro- 
duced  the  queen's  letter,  fignifying  her  refolution 
to  maintain  and  protect  her  fubjects  in  the  full  pof- 
feffion  of  their  religion,  laws,  liberties,  and  the 
prefbyterian  difcipline.     She  informed  them  of  her 
having  declared  war  againft  France  :  me  exhorted 
them  to  provide  competent  fupplies  for  maintain- 
ing fuch  a  number  offerees  as  might  be  nectffary 
for  difappointing  the  enemy's  defigns,  and  preferv- 
ing  the  prefent  happy  fettlement ;  and  me  earneftly 
recommended  to  their  coniideration  an  union  of  the! 
two  kingdoms.     The  duke  of  Queenfberry  andi 
the  carl  of  Marchmont  having  enforced  the  diffe- 
rent! 
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Tent  articles  of  this  letter,  committees  were  ap- A«c- f7c*» 
pointed  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  for  con- 
troverted elections,  for  drawing  up  an  anfwer  td 
her  majeily's  letter,  and  for  revifing  the  minutes. 
Mean  while,  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  adhe- 
rents fent  the  lord  Blantyre  to  London  with  an 
addrefs  to  the  queen,  who  refufed  to  receive 
it,  and  wrote  another  letter  to  the  parliament,  ex- 
prefllng  her  refolution  to  maintain  their  dignity 
and  authority  againft  all  oppofers.  They,  in  an- 
fwer to  the  former,  had  allured  her,  that  the  ground- 
lefs  fecefTion  of  fome  members  mould  increafe  and 
ftrengtheh  their  care  and  zeal  for  her  majefty's  fer- 
vice.  They  expelled  Sir  Alexander  Bruce,  for 
having  given  vent  to  fome  reflexions  againit  pref- 
bytery.  The  lord-advocate  profecuted  the  faculty 
of  advocates  before  the  parliament,  for  having 
paffed  a  vote  among  themielves  in  favour  of  the 
proteftation  and  addrefs  of  the  diflenting  mem- 
bers. The  faculty  was  feverely  reprimanded;  •  but 
the  whole  nation  feemed  to  refent  the  profecution. 
The  parliament  parted  an  act  recognizing  her  ma- 
jefty's  royal  authority  :  another  for  adjourning  the 
court  of  judicature  called  the  feffion  :  a  third  de- 
claring this  meeting  of  parliament  legal ;  and  for- 
bidding any  perfon  to  diibwn,  quarrel,  or  impugn, 
the  dignity  and  authority  thereof,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  high  treafon  :  a  fourth  for  fecuring  the  true 
proteftant  religion  and  prefbyterian  church-go- 
vernment: a  fifth  for  a  land-tax:  and  a  fixth  en- 
abling her  majefty  to  appoint  commifTioners  for  an 
union  between  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  earl  of  Marchmont,  of  his  own  accord,  andTHequ<«n 
even  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  high-commif-  wm-So- 
fioner,  brought  in  a  bill  for  abjuring  the  pretended  *ers  to  ^ 
prince  of  Wales  :  but  this  was   not  fupported  by  b^weeJT" 
the  court  party,  as   the  commifiioner  had  no  in-  Engwa  - 
T  2  ftrudtionsSfcot* 
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A.C.  t-jez.  ftruclions  how  to  act  on  the  occafion.  Perhaps 
the  queen  and  her  Englifh  miniftry  refolved  to  keep 
the  fucceftion  open  in  Scotland,  as  a  check  upon 
the  Whigs  and  houfe  of  Hanover.  On  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  the  commiflioner  adjourned  the  par- 
liament, after  having  thanked  them  for  their  chear- 
fulnefs  and  unanimity  in  their  proceedings  ;  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  oppofite  parties  haflened  to  Lon- 
don, to  make  their  different  representations  to  the 
queen  and  her  miniftry.  In  the  mean  time,  me 
appointed  commiflioners  for  treating  about  the 
union  •,  and  they  met  at  the  Cockpit  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  October.  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
the  next  month,  they  adjufted  the  preliminaries, 
•  importing,  That  nothing  agreed  on  among  them- 
klves  mould  be  binding,  except  it  be  ratified  by 
her  majefty  and  the  refpedtive  parliaments  of  both 
nations ;  and  that,  unleis  all  the  heads  propofed 
for  the  treaty  were  agreed  to,  no  particular  thing 
agreed  on  mould  be  binding.  The  queen  vifued 
them  in  December,  in  order  to  quicken  their  mu- 
tual endeavours.  They  agreed  that  the  two  king- 
doms mould  be  infeparably  united  into  one  mo- 
narchy, under  her  majefty,  her  heirs,  and  fuccef- 
fors,  and  under  the  fame  limitations,  according  to 
the  acts  of  fettlement :  but,  when  the  Scottifh  com- 
mifiioners  propofed  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
their  company  trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies, 
fhould  be  prefcrved  and  maintained,  fuch  a  diffi- 
culty arofe  as  could  not  be  furmounted;  and  no 
further  progrefs  was  made  in  this  commiflion. 
The  tranquillity  of  Ireland  was  not  interrupted  by, 
any  new  commotion.  That  kingdom  was  ruled  by 
juftices  whom  the  earl  of  Rochefter  had  appoint- 
ed ;  and  the  truftees  for  the  forfeited  eftates  main- 
tained their  authority. 

state  of  rf-      While  Britain  was  engaged  in  thefe  civil  tranf- 
fairs  on  the  actions,  her  allies  were  not  idle  on  the  continent. 
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'The  old  duke  of  Zell,  and  his  nephew  the  elector  A- c-  '70*. 
of  Brunfwick,furprifed  the  dukes  of  Wolfe mbuttle 
and  Saxe-Gotha,  whom  they  compelled  to  renounce 
their  attachments  to  France,  and  concur  in  the 
common- councils  of  the  empire.  Thus  the  north 
of  Germany  was  reunited  in  the  intereft  of  the  con- 
federates ;  and  the  princes  would  have  been  in  a 
condition  to  aflift  them  effectually,  had  not  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  war  in  Poland  deterred  them 
from  parting  with  their  forces.  England  and  the 
States-general  endeavoured  in  vain  to  mediate  a 
peace  between  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland. 
Charles  was  become  enamoured  of  war,  and  am- 
bitious of  conqueft.  He  threatened  to  invade 
Saxony  through  the  dominions  ofPruffia.  Auguftus 
retired  to  Cracow,  while  Charles  penetrated  to 
Warfaw,  and  even  ordered  the  cardinal  primate  to 
fummon  a  diet  for  chufing  a  new  king.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  at  this  juncture  was  far  from  being 
favourable  to  the  allies.  The  court  of  Vienna  had 
tampered  in  vain  with  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who 
made  ufe  of  this  negotiation  to  raife  his  terms  with 
Lewis.  His  brother,  the  elector  of  Cologne,  ad- 
mitted French  garrifons  into  Liege,  and  all  his 
places  on  the  Rhine.  The  elector  of  Saxony  was 
too  hard  prefied  by  the  king  of  Sweden,  to  fpare 
his  full  proportion  of  troops  to  the  allies  :  the  king 
of  Pruflla  was  overawed  by  the  vicinity  of  the 
Swedifh  conqueror  :  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  joined 
his  forces  to  thofe  of  France,  and  over-run  the 
whole  ftate  of  Milan :  and  the  pope,  though  he 
profeffed  a  neutrality,  evinced  himfelf  ftrongly 
biafled  to  the  French  intererts. 

The  war  was  begun  in  the  name  of  the  elector  Keifer- 
palatine  with  the  fiege  of  Kieferfwaert,  which  was  [waajacuan(1 
invefled  in  the  month  of  April  by  the  prince  of  uk^iTby 
Naffau  Saarbrugh,  marechal  du  camp  to   the  em-  the  *"«*• 
peror  j  under  this  officer  the  Dutch  troops  ferved 
T  3  as 
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A,  c.  1701.  aS  auxiliaries,  fyecaufe  war  had  not  yet  been  declar- 
ed by  the  States-general.  The  French  garrifon 
made  a  defperate  defence.  They  worded  the  be- 
fiegers  in  divers  Tallies,  and  maintained  the  place 
until  it  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  afh.es.  At  length 
the  allies  made  a  general  attack  upon  the  counter- 
fcarp  and  ravelin,  which  they  carried  after  a  very 
obftinate  engagement,  with  the  lots  of  two  thoufand 
-men.  Then  the  garrifon  capitulated  on  honour- 
able terms,  and  the  fortifications  were  razed.  Dur- 
ing this  fiege,  which  lafted  from  the  eighteenth 
day  of  April  to  the  middle  of  June,  count  Tallard 
pofted  himfelf  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
from  whence  he  fupplied  the  town  with  frefli  troops 
and  ammunition,  and  annoyed  the  befiegers  with 
his  artillery ;  but  finding  it  impoffible  to  fave  the 
place,  he  joined  the  grand  army,  commanded  by 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  in  the  Netherlands.  The 
fiegc  of  Keiferfwaert  was  covered  by  a  body  of 
Dutch  troops  under  the  earl  of  Athlone,  who  lay 
encamped  in  the  dutchy  of  Cleve.  Mean  while 
general  Coehorn,  at  the  head  of  another  detach- 
ment, entered  Flanders,  demolifhed  the  French 
lines  between  the  forts  of  Donat  and  Ifabella,  and 
laid  the  chatellanie  of  Bruges  under  contribution  : 
but  a  confiderable  body  of  French  troops  advanc- 
ing under  the  marquis  de  Bedmar,  and  the  count 
de  la  Motte,  he  overflowed  the  country,  and  re- 
tired under  the  walls  of  Sluys.  The  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, who  nad  taken  the  command  of  the  French 
army  under  Boufflers,  encamped  at  Zanten,  near 
Cleve,  and  laid  afcheme  for  furprifmg  Nimeguen  ; 
in  which,  however,  he  was  baffled  by  the  vigilance 
and  activity  of  Athlone,  who  gueffing  his  defign, 
marched  thkher,  and  encamped  under  the  cannon 
of  the  town.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  Landau 
was  inverted  by  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  :  in  July 
t}h_e  king  of  the  Romans  arrived  in  the  camp  of  the 

befiegers, 
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befiegers,  with  fuch  pomp   and  magnificence  as  A.  c.  1702. 
exhaufted  his  father's  treafury.     On  the  ninth  day 
of  September  the  citadel  was  taken  by  aflault,  and 
then  the  town  furrendered. 

When  the  earl  of  Marlborough  arrived  in  Hoi-  **%$*/ 
land,  the  earl  of  Athlone,  in  quality  of  veldt -mare-  Maribo. 
chal,  infifted  upon  an  equal  command  with  the  Banders. 
Englifh  general-,  but  the  ftates  obliged  him  to 
yield  this  point  in  favour  of  Marlborough,  whom 
they  declared  generaliflimo  of  all  their  forces.  In 
the  beginning  of  July  he  repaired  to  the  camp  at 
Nkneguen,  where  he  foon  affembled  an  army  of 
fixty  thoufand  men,  well  provided  with  all  necef- 
faries  •,  and  then  he  convoked  a  council  of  the  ge- 
neral officers,  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. On  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month  he 
pafled  the  Maefe,  and  encamped  at  Overaffelt, 
within  two  leagues  and  a  half  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  intrenched  themfelves  between  Goch  and  Gen- 
nep.  He  afterwards  repaired  the  river  below  the 
Grave,  and  removed  to  Gravenbroek,  where  he 
was  joined  by  the  Britifh  train  of  artillery  from  Hol- 
land. On  the  fecond  day  of  Auguft,  he  advanced 
to  Petit  Brughel,  and  the  French  retired  before 
him,  leaving  Spanilh  Guelderland  to  his  discretion. 
He  had  refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and 
iffued  orders  accordingly;  but  he  was  reftrained 
by  the  Dutch  deputies,  who  were  afraid  of  their 
own  intereft,  in  cafe  the  battle  mould  have  proved 
unfortunate.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  finding  him- 
felf  obliged  to  retreat  before  the  allied  army,  rather 
than  expofe  himfelf  longer  to  fuch  a  mortifying  in- 
dignity, returned  to  Verfailles,  leaving  the  com- 
mand to  Boufflers,  who  loft  the  confidence  of 
Lewis  by  the  ill  fuccels  of  this  campaign.  The 
deputies  of  the  States-general  having  reprefented 
to  the  earl  of  Marlborough  the  advantages  that 
would  accrue  to  Holland,  from  his  difpoflefling  the 
T  4  enemy 
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A.  c.  1702.  enemy  of  the  places  they  maintained  in  the  SpanifH 
Guelderland,  by  which  the  navigation  of  the  Maefe 
was  obfbructed,  and  the  important  town  of  Mae- 
ilricht  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  he  refolved  to  deli- 
ver them  from  fuch  a  troublefome  neighbourhood. 
He  detached  general  Schultz  with  a  body  of  troops 
to  reduce  the  town  and  caftle  of  Werk,  which  were 
furrendered  after  a  flight  refiftance.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  September,  he  undertook  the  fiege  of 
Venlo,  which  capitulated  on  the  twenty -fifth  day 
of  the  month,  after  fort  St.  Michael  had  been 
ftormed  and  taken  by  lord  Cutts  and  the  Englifli 
volunteers,  among  whom  the  young  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon diftinguifhed  himlelf  by  very  extraordi- 
nary ads  of  valour.  Then  the  general  inverted 
Ruremonde,  which  he  reduced  after  a  very  obiti- 
nate  defence,  together  with  the  fort  of  Steven- 
fwaert,  fituated  on  the  fame  river.  BoufHers,  con- 
founded at  the  rapidity  of  Marlborough's  fuccefs, 
retired  towards  Liege,  in  order  to  cover  that  city ; 
but,  at  the  approach  of  the  confederates,  he  retired 
with  precipitation  to  Tongeren,  from  whence  he 
directed  his  route  towards  Brabant,  with  a  view  to 
defend  fuch  places  as  the  allies  had  no  defign  to  at- 
tack. When  the  earl  of  Marlborough  arrived  at 
Liege,  he  found  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Walburgh  had 
been  let  on  fire  by  the  French  garrifon,  who  had 
retired  into  the  citadel  and  the  chartreux.  The 
allies  took  immediate  pofleffion  of  the  city  ;  and  in 
a  few  days  opened  the  trenches  againfl  the  citadel, 
which  was  taken  by  affault.  On  this  occafion,  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Hefle-CarTel  charged  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  and  was  the  firit  perfon  who 
mounted  the  breach.  Violani  the  governor,  and 
the  duke  of  Charoft,  were  made  priloners.  Three 
hundred  thouland  florins  in  gold  and  fiiver  were 
found  in  the  citadel,  befides  notes  fbr  above  one 
million,  drawn  upon  lubftantial  merchants  in  Liege, 

who 
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who  payed  the  money.  Immediately  after  this  ex-  A 
ploit,  the  garnfon  of  the  chartreux  capitulated  on 
honourable  terms,  and  were  conduced  to  Antwerp. 
By  the  fuccefs  of  this  campaign,  the  earl  of  Marl- 
borough  raifed  his  military  character  above  all  cen- 
fure,  and  confirmed  himfelf  in  the  intire  confidence 
of  the  dates-general,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
feaibn,  had  trembled  for  Nimeguen,  and  now 
faw  the  enemy  driven  back  into  their  own  do- 
mains. 

When  the  army  broke  up  in  November,  the  ge-  jH 
neral  repaired  to  Maeftricht,  from  whence  he  pro-  being  taken 
pofed  to  return  to  the  Hague  by  water.  Accord- ^rtai 
ingly  he  embarked  in  a  large  boat  with  five  and 
twenty  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant. 
Next  morning  he  was  joined  at  Ruremonde  by 
Coehorn,  in  a  larger  veflel,  with  fixty  men ;  and 
they  were  moreover  efcorted  by  fifty  troopers  that 
rode  along  fide  of  the  river.  The  large  boat  out- 
failed  the  other,  and  the  horiemen  miftook  their 
way  in  the  dark.  A  French  partizan,  with  five  and 
thirty  men  from  Gueldres,  who  lurked  among  the 
rufhes  in  wait  for  prey,  feized  the  rope  by  which 
the  boat  was  drawn,  hauled  it  afhore,  difcharged 
their  fmall  arms  and  hand-grenades,  then  rufhing 
into  it,  fecured  the  foldiers  before  they  could  put 
themielves  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  The  earl  of 
Marlborough  was  accompanied  by  general  Opdam, 
and  Mynheer  Gueldermalfen,  one  of  the  deputies, 
who  were  provided  with  pafiports.  The  earl  had 
neglected  this  precaution  ;  but  recollecting  he  had 
an  old  paflport  for  his  brother  general  Churchill, 
he  produced  it  without  any  emotion  ;  and  the  par- 
tizan was  in  fuch  confufion,  that  he  never  examined 
the  date.  Neverthelefs,  he  rifled  their  baggage, 
carried  off  the  guard  as  prifoners,  and  allowed  the 
boat  to  proceed.  The  governor  of  Venlo  receiv- 
jng  information  that  the  earl  was  furpriied  by  a 

party, 
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A,c,  j jo*,  party,  and  conveyed  to  Gueldres,  immediately 
marched  out  with  his  whole  garrifon  to  inveft  that 
place.  The  fame  imperfect  account  being  tranf- 
mitte<l  to  Holland,  filled  the  whole  province  with 
confternation.  The  ftates  forthwith  aflembling, 
refolved  that  all  their  forces  mould  march  immedi- 
ately to  Gueldres,  and  threaten  the  garrifon  of  the 
place  with  the  utmoft  extremities,  unlefs  they 
would  immediately  deliver  the  general.  But,  be- 
fore thele  orders  could  be  difpatched,  the  earl  ar- 
rived at  the  Hague,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  the 
people,  who  already  looked  upon  him  as  their  favi- 
our  and  protector. 

The  impe-  The  French  arms  were  not  quite  fo  unfortunate 
riaiiftsare  on  the  Rhine  as  in  Flanders.  The  elector  of 
n.  Bavaria  furpriled  the  city  of  Ulm  in  Suabia,  by  a 
ftratagem,  and  then  declared  for  France,  which  had 
by  this  time  complied  with  all  his  demands.  The 
diet  of  the  empire  affembled  at  Ratifbon  were  fo 
incenfed  at  his  conduct  in  feizing  the  city  of -Ulm 
by  perfidy,  that  they  prefented  a  memorial  to  his 
Imperial  majeity,  requefting  he  would  proceed 
againft  the  elector,  according  to  .the  conftitutions  of 
the  empire.  They  refolved,  by  a  plurality  of 
voices,  to  declare  war  in  the  name  of  the  empire, 
againfb  the  French  king  and  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
for  having  invaded  feveral  fiefs  of  the  empire  in 
Italy,  the  archbimopric  of  Cologne,  and  the  diocefe 
of  Liege  :  and  they  forbad  the  minifters  of  Bavaria 
and  Cologne  to  appear  in  the  general  diet.  In  vain 
did  thefe  powers  proteft  againft  their  proceedings. 
The  empire's  declaration  of  war  was  publifhed  and 
notified,  in  the  name  of  the  diet,  to  the  cardinal  of 
Limberg,  the  emperor's  commiffioner.  Mean 
while,  the  French  made  themfclves  matters  of  Neu- 
burgh,  in  the  circle  of  Suabia ;  and  Lewis  prince 
of  Baden  being  weakened  by  fending  oft  detach- 
ments, was  obliged  to  lie  inactive  in  his  camp  near 
7  Frid- 
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Fridlingutn.  The  French  army  was  divided  into  A> c-  '7< 
two  bodies,  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Villars 
and  the  count  de  Guifcard  •,  and  the  prince  thinking 
himfelf  in  danger  of  being  enclofed  by  the  enemy, 
refolved  to  decamp.  Villars  immediately  pafled 
the  Rhine,  to  fall  upon  him  in  his  retreat;  and  an 
obftinate  engagement  eniuing,  the  Imperialifts 
were  overpowered  by  numbers.  The  prince,  having 
loll  two  thoufand  men,  abandoned  the  field  of 
battle  to  the  enemy,  together  with  his  baggage, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  and  retired  towards 
StaufFen,  without  being  purfued  •,  for  the  French 
army,  even  after  they  had  gained  the  battle,  were 
unaccountably  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  that  if  the 
Imperial  general  had  faced  them  with  two  regi- 
ments, he  would  have  fnatched  the  vidtory  from 
Villars,  who  was  upon  this  occaiion  faluted  marechal 
of  France  by  the  foldiers ;  and  next  day  the  town 
of  Fridlinguen  furrendered.  The  prince  being 
joined  by  fome  troops  under  general  Thungen,  and 
other  reinforcements,  reiblved  to  give  battle  to  the 
enemy :  but  Viilars  declined  an  engagement,  and 
repafled  the  Rhine.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
October,  count  Tallard,  and  the  marquis  de  Lo- 
marie,  with  a  body  of  eighteen  thcufand  men,,  re- 
duced Triers  and  Traerbach  ;  while  the  prince  of 
Hefie-CarTel,  with  a  detachment  from  the  allied 
army  at  Liege,  retook  from  the  French  the  towns 
of  Zinch,  Lintz,-Brifac,  and  Andernach. 

In  Italy,  prince  Eugene  laboured  under  a  total  Battle  of 
negledt  of  the  Imperial  court,  where  his  enemies,  Luzzarii 
on  pretence  of  fupporting  the  king  of  the  Romans  lta <y' 
in  his  firft  campaign,  weaned  the  emperor's  atten- 
tion intirelyfrom  his  affairs  in  Italy;  fo  that  he  left 
his  bed  army  to  moulder  away  for  want  of  recruits 
and  reinforcements.     The  prince  thus  abandoned, 
could  not  prevent  the  duke  of  Vendome  from  re- 
lieving Mantua,    and  was  obliged  to  relinquifli 

fome 


284  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

A.  c,  1702.  fome  other  places  he  had  taken.     Philip  king  of 
Spain  being  infpired  with  the  ambition  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  war  in  this  country,  failed  in  perfon 
for  Naples,  where  he  was  vifited  by  the  cardinal 
legate,  with  a  compliment  from  the  pope  -,  yet  he 
could  not  obtain  the  inveftiture  of  the  kingdom 
from  his  holinefs,     The  emperor,  however,  was  fo 
difgufted  at  the  embafiy  which  the  pope  had  fent 
to  Philip,  that  he  ordered  his  ambafiador  at  Rome 
to  withdraw.     Philip   proceeded  from  Naples  to 
Final,  under  convoy  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
brought  him  to  Italy :  he  had  an  interview  with 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  began  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  profpect  of  the  French  king's  being  matter  of 
the  Milanefe  ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome,  he  forbade  him  to  engage  prince  Eugene 
until  he  himfelf  mould  arrive  in  the  camp.     Prince 
Eugene  underftanding  that  the  French  army  in- 
tended to  attack  Luzzara  and  Guaftalla,  pafled  the 
Po,  with  an  army  of  about  half  the  number  of  the 
enemy,  and  polled  himfelf  behind  the  dyke  of 
Zero,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  French  were  igno- 
rant of  his  fituation.     He  concluded,  that  on  their 
arrival  at  the  ground  they  had  cholen,  the  horfe 
would  march  out  to  forage,  while  the  reft  of  the 
army  would  be  employed  in  pitching  tents,  and 
providing  for  their  refremment.     His  dcfign  was 
to  feize  that  opportunity  of  attacking  them,  not 
doubting  that  he  mould  obtain  a  complete  victory  : 
but  he  was   difappointed  by  mere  accident.     An 
adjutant,  with  an  advanced  guard,  had  the  curiofity 
to  afcend  the  dyke,  in  order  to  view  the  country, 
when  he  difcovered  the  Imperial  infantry  lying  on 
their  faces,  and  their  horfe  in  the  rear,   ranged  in 
order  of  battle.     The  French  camp  was  immedi- 
ately alarmed ;  and,   as  the  intermediate   ground 
was  covered  with  hedges,  which  obliged  the  alTail- 
ants  to  defile,  the  enemy  were  in  a  pollure  of  de- 
fence 
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fence  before   the  Imperialists    could   advance  to  A-  c-  J7c». 
action  :  neverthelefs,  the  prince  attacked  them  with 
great  vivacity,  in  hope  of  diibrdering  their  line, 
which  gave  way  in  feveral  places  ;  but  night  inter- 
pofing,    he  was  obliged   to  defift  ;  and,   in  a  few 
days,  the  French  reduced  Luzzara  and  Guaflaila. 
The  prince,  however,  maintained   his   pofts  ;    and 
Philip  returned  to  Spain,  without  having  obtained 
any  confiderable  advantage. 
The  French  king  employed  all  his  artifice  and  in- 


trigues  in  raifing  up  new  enemies  againfl  the  con-  Sweden  <*«- 

«•    i  r  T       •       r  •  i  i  i-ii  iv  *  *cats  An- 

federates.  He  is  laid  to  have  bribed  count  Mans-  gunus  *t 
field,  prefident  of  the  council  of  war  at  Vienna,  to  p^"1 
withold  the  iupplies  from  prince  Eugene  in  Italy. 
At  the  Ottoman  Porte  he  had  actually  gained  over 
the  vizir,  who  engaged  to  renew  the  war  with  the 
emperor.  But  the  mufti  and  all  the  other  great 
officers  were  averfe  to  this  defign,  and  the  vizir 
fell  a  facrifice  to  their  refentment.  Lewis  con- 
tinued to  embroil  the  kingdom  of  Poland  by 
means  of  the  cardinal  primate.  The  young  king 
of  Sweden  advanced  to  Liffaw,  where  he  defeated 
Auguftus.  Then  he  took  pofleffion  of  Cracow, 
and  raifed  contributions  i  nor  could  he  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  retreat,  although  the  Mufcovites  and  Lithu- 
anians had  ravaged  Livonia,  and  even  made  an  ir- 
ruption into  Sweden. 

The  operations  of  the  combined  fquadrons  at  fea  Fruitkrs  ex- 
did  not  fully  anlwer  the  expectations  of  the  public.  S^ 
On  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  Sir  John  Munden  put  duke 
to  lea  with  twelve  fail  of  mips,  to  intercept  a  French 
fquadron  appointed  as  a  convoy  to  a  new  viceroy  of  Rook*. 
Mexico,  from  Corunna  to  the  Weft-Indies.     On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  month,  he  chafed  four- 
teen fail  of  French  (hips  into  Corunna.      Then  he 
called  a  council  of  war,    in  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  as  the  place  was  itrongly  fortified,  and  by  the 
intelligence  they  had   received,    it  appeared  that 

feven- 
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A.C.  i7c2.  feventeen  of  the  enemy's  fliips  of  v/ar  rode  at  anchor 
in  the  harbour,  it  would  be  expedient  for  them  to 
follow  the  latter  part  of  their  initructions,  by  which 
they  were  directed  to  cruife  in  foundings  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade.  They  returned  according- 
ly, and  being  diftrefied  by  want  of  provifions,  came 
into  port,  to  the  general  difcontent  of  the  nation. 
For  the  fatisfaction  of  the  people,  Sir  John  Munden 
was  tried  by  a  court- martial,  and  acquitted  •,  but 
•  as  this  mifcarriage  had  rendered  him  very  unpopu- 
lar, prince  George  difmiffed  him  from  the  fervice. 
We  have  already  hinted,  that  king  William  had 
projected  afcheme  to  reduce  Cadiz,  with  intention 
to  act  afterwards  againft  the  Spaniih  fettlements  in 
the  Weil-Indies,  This  defign  queen  Anne  refolv- 
cd  to  put  in  execution.  Sir  George  Rooke  com- 
manded the  Meet,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  was 
appointed  general  of  the  land-forces  deilined  for 
this  expedition.  The  combined  fquadrons  amount- 
ed to  fifty  (hips  of  the  line,  exclufive  of  frigates, 
firemips,  and  fmaller  vefieis ;  and  the  number  of 
.  foldiers  embarked  was  not  far  fhort  of  fourteen 
thoufand.  In  the  latter  end  of  June  the  fleet  failed 
from  St.  Helen's ;  and  on  the  twelfth  of  Auguft 
they  anchored  at  the  diftance'of  two  leagues  from 
Cadiz.  Next  day,  the  duke  of  Ormond  fummon- 
ed  the  duke  de  Brancaccio,  who  was  governor,  to 
fubmit  to  the  houfe  .of  Auftria-,  but  that  officer 
anfwered,  he  would  acquit  himfelf  honourably  of 
the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  king.  On  the 
fifteenth  the  duke  of  Ormond  landed  with  his  forces 
in  the  bay  of  Bulls,  under  cover  of  a  fmart  fire 
from  fome  frigates,  and  repulfed  a  body  of  Spaniih 
cavalry :  then  he  iummoned  the  governor  of  fort 
St.  Catherine's  to  iiirrender ;  and  received  an  an- 
fwer,  importing,  that  the  garrifon  was  prepared  for 
his  reception.  A  declaration  was  publifhed  in  the 
Spaniih  language,  intimating,  that  the  allies  did 

not 


ANNE.  287 

not  come  as  enemies  to  Spain  ;  but  only  to  free  A<  c-  *T<** 
them  from  the  yoke  of  France,  and  aflift  them  in 
eftablifhing  themfelves  under  the  government  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Thefe  profeffions  produced 
very  little  effect  among  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
either  cooled  in  their  attachment  to  that  family,  or 
provoked  by  the  excefies  of  the  Englilh  troops, 
which  having  taken  polTeffion  of  Fort  St.  Catherine, 
and  Port  St.  Mary's,  inftead  of  protecting,  plun- 
dered the  natives,  notwithstanding  the  ftrict  orders 
iffued  by  the  duke  of  Ormond,  to  prevent  this 
fcandalous  practice :  even  fome  general  officers  were 
concerned  in  the  pillage.  A  battery  was  raifed 
againft  Montagorda-fort  oppofite  to  the  Puntal ; 
but  the  attempt  mifcarried,  and  the  troops*  were 
reimbarked. 

Captain  Hardy  having  been  fent   to  water  in  Thdcjetfta^ 
Lagos-bay,  received  intelligence,  that  the  galleons  Ihe  spaS 
from  the  Weft-Indies  had  put  into  Vigo,  under  ^ns « 
convoy  of  a  French  fquadron.     He  failed  immedi- 
ately in  queft  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  was  now 
in  his  voyage  back  to  England,  and  falling  in  with 
him  on  the  fixth  day  of  October,  communicated 
the  fubflance  of  what  he  had  learned.     Rooke  im- 
mediately called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was 
determined  to  alter  their  courfe  and  attack  the  ene- 
my at  Vigo.     He   forthwith  detached  fome  fmall 
veflels  for  intelligence,  and  received  a  confirma- 
tion, that  the  galleons  and  the  fquadron  command- 
ed by  Chateau  Renault,  were  actually  in  the  har- 
bour.    They  failed  thither,  and   appeared-  before 
the  place  on  the  eleventh  day  of  October.     The 
paflage  into  the   harbour  was  narrow,  fecured  by 
batteries,  forts,  and  bread-works  on  each  fide  ;   by 
a  ftrong  boom,  confifting  of  iron  chains,  topmafts, 
and  cables,  moored  at  each  end  to  a  feventy  -gun 
ihip,  and  fortified  within  by  five  {hips  of  the  fame 
ftrength,    lying  athwart  the  channel,    with  their 

broad- 
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A.c.  1702.  broad-fides  to  the  offing.  As  the  firft  and  fecond 
rates  of  the  combined  fleets  were  too  large  to  enter, 
the  admirals  fhifted  their  flags  into  fmaller  (hips  ; 
and  adivifion  of  five  and  twenty  Englifh  and  Dutch 
fhips  of  the  line,  with  their  frigates,  firelhips,  and 
ketches,  was  deftined  for  the  fervice.  In  order  to 
facilitate  the  attack,  the  duke  of  Ormond  landed 
with  five  and  twenty  hundred  men,  at  the  diftance 
of  fix  miles  from  Vigo,  and  took  by  aflault  a  fort 
and  platform  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour.  The  Britim  enfign  was  no 
fooner  feen  flying  at  the  top  of  this  fort,  than  the 
fhips  advanced  to  the  attack.  Vice-admiral  Hop- 
fon,  in  the  Torbay,  crowding  all  his  fail,  ran 
diredbly  againft  the  boom,  which  was  broken  by 
the  firft  Ihock ;  then  the  whole  fquadron  entered 
the  harbour,  through  a  prodigious  fire  from  the 
enemy's  mips  and  batteries.  Thefe  laft,  however, 
were  foon  ftormed  and  taken  by  the  grenadiers 
•who  had  been  landed.  The  great  mips  lay  againft 
the  forts  at  each  fide  of  the  harbour,  which  in  a 
little  time  they  filenced ;  though  vice-admiral  Hop- 
fon  narrowly  efcaped  from  a  firefhip  by  which  he 
was  boarded.  After  a  very  vigorous  engage- 
ment, the  French  finding  themfelves  unable  to 
cope  with  fuch  an  adverfary,  refolved  to  deftroy 
their  mips  and  galleons,  that  they  might  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  They  accordingly 
burned  and  ran  amore  eight  mips  and  as  many 
advice-boats ;  but  ten  (hips  of  war  were  taken,  to- 
gether with  eleven  galleons.  Though  they  had 
fecured  the  beft  part  of  their  pkte  and  merchan- 
dize before  the  Englifh  fleet  arrived,  the  value  of 
fourteen  million  of  pieces  of  eight,  in  plate  and  rich 
commodities,  was  deftroyed  in  fix  galleons  that 
perilhed  •,  but,  about  half  that  value  was  brought 
ofif  by  the  conquerors :  fo  that  this  was  a  dreadful 
blow  to  the  enemy,  and  a  noble  acquifition  to  the 

allies. 
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allies.  Immediately  after  this  exploit  Sir  George  A-c-  >7<*, 
Rooke  was  joined  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  who 
had  been  fent  out  with  a  fquadron  to  intercept  the 
galleons.  This  officer  was  left  to  bring  home  the 
prizes  and  difmantle  the  fortifications,  while  Rooke 
returned  in  triumph  to  England. 

The  glory  which  the  Englifh  acquired  in  this  ex-  Admiral 
pedition  was  in  fome  meafure  tarnimed  by  the  con-  Mpge»«t 
duel:  of  fome  officers  in  the  Weft-Indies.     Thither  £'^Du 
admiral  Benbow  had  been  detached  with  afquadron  w5-n  the 
of  ten  fail,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year.    At Indies- 
Jamaica  he  received    intelligence,    that  monfieur 
Du  Cafie  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hifpani(3la, 
and  rdblved  to  beat  up  to  that  ifland.     AtLeogane 
he  fell  in  with  a  French  Ihip  of  fifty  guns,  which 
her  captain  ran  afhore  and  blew  up.      He  took  fe- 
veral  other  vefTels,     and   having   alarmed   Petit- 
Guavas,  bore  away  for  Donna  Maria  bay,  where  he 
underftood,  that  Du  Cafie  had  failed  For  the  coaft 
of  Carthagene.     Benbow  refolved   to  follow   the 
fame  courle  ;  and,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft,  dif- 
covered  the   enemy's   fquadron  near  St.  Martha, 
confuting  of  ten  fail  fteering  along  ihore.     He  for- 
med the   line  -,    and    an    engagement  enfued,  in 
which  he  was  very  illfeconded  by  fome  of  his  cap- 
rains.     Neverthelefs,  the  battle  continued  till  night, 
and  he  determined  to  renew  it  next  morning,  when 
he  perceived  all  his  fhips  at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
lour  miles  aftern,  except  the  Ruby,  commanded  by 
captain  George  Walton,    who  joined  him  in  ply- 
ing the  enemy  with  chace-guns.      On  the  twenty- 
firft  thefe  two  iliips  engaged  the  French  fquadron  ; 
and  the  Ruby  was  fo  dilabled,  that  the  admiral  was 
obliged  to  fend  her  back  to  Jamaica.     Next  day 
the  Greenwich,  commanded   by  Wade,    was  five 
leagues  aftern  ;  and  the  wind  changing,  the  enemy 
had  the  advantage  of  the  weather-ga^e.      On  the 
twenty-third  the  admiral  renewed  ths  battle  with 
Nu.vic.LXXXVII.  U  his 
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A.  c.  1702.  ]iis  fingle  fl1jpj  unfuftained  by  the  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron.     On  the  twenty  -fourth  his  leg  was  mattered' 
by  a  chain-foot;  notwithftan^ling  which  accident, 
he  remained  on  the  quarter-deck  in   a  cradle,  and 
continued  the  engagement.      One  of  the  largeft 
fhips  of  the  enemy  lying  like  a  wreck  upon  the 
water,  four  fail  of  the  Englifh  fquadron   poured 
their  broad-fides  into  her,  and  then  ran  to  leeward, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  figr.al  for  battle. 
Then  the  French  bearing  down  upon  the  admiral 
with  their  whole  force,  mot  away  his  maintopfail- 
yard,  and  damaged  his  rigging  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  lie  by  and  refit,  while  they 
took  their  difabled  Ihip  in  tow.     During  this  in- 
.    terval,  he  called  a  council  of  his  captains,  and  ex- 
poftulated  with  them  on  their  behaviour.      They 
obferved,    that    the   French   v/ere    very   ftrong, 
and  advifed  him  to  defift.     He  plainly  perceived 
that  he  was  betrayed,  and  with  the  utmoft  reluc- 
tance returned  to  Jamaica,  having  not  only  loft  a 
leg,  but  ;ilfj  received  a  large  wound  in  his  face,  and 
another  in  his  arm,  while  he  in  perfon  boarded  the 
French  admiral.     Exafperated  at  the  treachery  of 
his  captains,   he  granted  a  commiflion  to  rear-ad- 
miral Whetftone  and  other  officers  to  hold  a  court- 
martial,  and  try  them  for  cowardice.     Hudfon  of 
the  Pendennis  died  before   his  trial:    Kirby  and 
Wade  were  convicted  and  fentenced  to  be  (hot : 
Conftable  of  the  Windfor  was  cailiiered  and  im- 
prifoned  :  Vincent  of  the  Falmouth,  and  Fogg  the 
admiral's  own  captain  of  the  Breda,  were  convicted 
of  having  figned  a  paper,  that  they  would  not  fight 
under  Benbow's  command  ;  but,  as  they  behaved 
gallantly  in    the   action,  the  court   inflicted  upon 
them  no  other  punifhment  than  that  of  a  provifion- 
al  fufpenfion.     Captain  Waltpn  had  likewife  joined 
in  the  confpiracy  while  he  was  heated  with  the  fumes 
of  intoxication  j  but  he  r.fejrv.urds  renounced  the 
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engagement,  and  fought  with  admirable  courage  A.  c. 
Until  his  fhip  .was  difabled.  The  boiiterous  man- 
ners of  Benbow  had  produced  this  bale  confede- 
racy. He  was  a  rough  feaman  ;  but  remarkably 
brave,  honed,  and  experienced  *.  He  took  this 
mifcarriage  fo  much  to  heart,  that  he  became  me- 
lancholy, and  his  grief  co-operating  with  the  fever 
occafioned  by  his  wounds,  put  a  period  to  his  life. 
Wade  and  Kirby  were  fent  home  in  the  Briftol  ; 
and,  on  their  arrival  at  Plymouth,  (hot  on  board  of 
the  fhip,  by  virtue  of  a  dead  warrant  for  their  im- 
mediate execution,  which  had  lain  there  for  forne 
time.  The  fame  precaution  had  been  taken  in  all 
the  weftern  ports,  in  order  to  prevent  applications 
in  their  favour. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  the  queen  feemed 


be  happy  in  the  affection  of  her  fubjects.  Though  affcm)J«s  * 
the  continuance  of  the  parliament  was  limited  to  m^t;5""' 
fix  months  after  the  king's  decea'e,  fhe  difiblved  it 
by  proclamation  before  that  term  was  expired  ;  and 
iffued  writs  for  electing  another,  in  which  the  Tory 
intereft  predominated,  In  the  fummer  the  queen 
gave  audience  to  the  count  de  Platens,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary from  the  elector  of  Hanover;  then  (lie 
made  a  progrefs  with  her  hufband  to  Oxford,  i;.  h, 
and  Brirtol,  where  me  was  received  with  all  the 
marks  of  the  moft  genuine  affection.  The  new 
parliament  meeting  on  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
Mr.  Harley  was  chofen  fpeaker.  The  queen  in  her 

»  When  one  of  his  lieutenants  ex-  arrived  at  Carthsigene,   he  wrote  a  let- 

prefTed  his  furrow  for  the  lofs  of  the  ter  to  Benbow  to  this  effeft,  "  Sir,  I  • 

admiral's  leg,  "  I  am  forry  for  it  to:>,  "  had  litt!«  hope  en  Monday  laft,  but 

(replied  the  gallant  Benbow)   "  bnt  I  .  "  to  have  fupped  in  your  cabbin  ;  but 

"  had  rather  have  loft  them  both,  than  "  it  pleafed  God  to  order  it  otherwise, 

"  have  feen    this  dilhoaour   brought  "  I  am  thankful  for  it.    As  for  thofe 

"  upon  the  Englifh  nation.      But,  do  '*  ccwardly  captains  who  Heferted  you, 

"  you   hear?    If  another  fhot  fhould  "  hang  them  up;  for,  by  Cod  they 

"  take  me  off",  behave  like  brave  men  "  dslerve  it.     Yeurs,  Du  Calfe." 
*'  and  fight  it  out."    Wh«n  Du  CafTc 

U  2  fpeech 
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A.  0.1702.  fpeech  declared,  fhe  had  fummoned  them  to  aflift 
her  in  carrying  on  the  juft  and   neceffary  war  in 
which  the  nation  was  engaged.     She  defired  the 
commons  would  infpect  the  accounts  of  the  public 
receipts  and  payments,  that  if  any  abufes  had  crept 
into  the  management  of  the  finances,  they  might 
be  detected,  and  the  offenders  punimed.     She  told 
them,  that  the  funds  affigned  in  the  laft  parliament 
had  not  produced  the'  fums  granted  ;  and  that  the 
deficiency  was  not  fupplied  even  by  the  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  which  fhe  had  paid  from  her  own 
revenue  for  the  public  fervice.     She  exprefied  her 
concern  for  the  disappointment  at  Cadiz,  as  well 
as  for  the  abufes   committed  at  Port  St.  Mary's, 
which  had  obliged  her  to  give  directions  for  the 
ftricteft  examination  of  the  particulars.    She  hoped 
they  would  find  time  to  confider  of  fome  better  and 
more  effectual  method  to  prevent  the  exportation 
of  wool,  and  improve   that    manufacture,  which 
me  was  determined  to  encourage.     She  profeffed  a 
firm  perfuafion,  that  the  affection  of  her  fubjects 
was  the  fureft  pledge  of  their  duty  and  obedience. 
She  promifed  to  defend  and  maintain  the  church 
as  by  law  eftablifhed  •,  and  protect  her  fubjects  in 
the  full  enjoyments  of  all  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties.    She  protefted,  that  me  relied  on  their  care 
of  her  :  me  faid  her  intereft  and  theirs  were  infe- 
parable  -,  and,  that  her  endeavours  mould  never  be 
wanting  to  make  them  all  fafe  and  happy.     She 
was  preiented  with  a  very  affectionate  addrefs  from 
either  houfe,  congratulating  her  upon  the  glorious 
fuccefs  of  her  arms,  and  thofe  of  her  allies,  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough  •,  but, 
that  of  the  commons  was  diftinguifhed  by  an  impli- 
cated reproach  on  the  late  reign,  importing,  that 
the  wonderful  progrefs  of  her  majefly's  arms  under 
the  earl  of  Marlborough,  had  fignally  "  retrieved" 
the  antient  honour  and  glory  of  the  Englifh  nation. 

This 
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This  exprefiion  had  excited  a  warm  debate  in  the  A- c-  »?«• 
houfe,  in  the  courfe  of  which  many  fevere  reflec- 
tions were  made  on  the  memory  of  king  William. 
At  length,  the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  word 
*'  Retrieved"  mould  remain  ?  and,  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred. 

The  ftrength  of  the  Tories  appeared  in  nothing  Difputes  be. 
more  confpicuous  than  in  their  inquiry  concerning  JwoToufes. 
controverted  elections.      The  borough  of  Hindon 
near  Salifbury  was  convicted  of  bribery,  and  a  bill 
brought  in  for  disfranchising  the  town';  yet,  no 
vote  paflfed  againfl  the  perfon  who  exercifed  this 
corruption,   becaufe  he  happened  to  be   a  Tory. 
Mr.  Howe  was  declared  duly  elected  for  Gloucefter- 
Ihire,  though  the  majority  of  the  electors  had  voted 
for   the  other  candidate.      Sir  John    Packington 
having  exhibited  a  complaint  againft  the  bifhop  of 
Worceiler  and  his  fon,  for  having  endeavoured  to 
prevent  his  election  ;  the  commons  having  taken 
it  into  confideration,  refolved,  that  the  proceedings 
of  William,  lord  bifliop  of  Worcefter,  and  his  fon, 
had  been  malicious,  un-chriftian,  and  arbitrary,  in 
high  violation  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
commons  of  England.     They  voted  an  addrefs  to 
the  queen,  defiring  her  to  remove  the  father  from 
the  office  of  lord- almoner-,  and  they  ordered  the 
attorney-general  to  profecute  the  fbn,  after  his  pri- 
vilege as  member  of  the  convocation  fliould  be  ex- 
pired.    A  counter- addrefs  was  immediately  voted, 
and  prefented  by  the  lords,  befeeching  her  majefty 
would  not  remove  the  bimop  of  Worcefter  from 
the  place  of  lord-almoner,  until  he  fliould  be  found 
guilty  of  fome  crime   by  due  courfe  of  law  •,  as  it 
was  the  undoubted  right  of  every  lord  of  parlia- 
ment, and  of  every  fubject  of  England,  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  make. his  defence  before  he  fuffers 
any  fort  of  punifhment.     The  queen  faid,  fhe  had 
not  as   yet    received   any  complaint   againft   the 
U  3  .  bimop 
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A.  c.  1702.  bifhop  of  Worcciter :  but  fhe  looked  upon  it  as 
her  undoubted  right  to  continue  or  difplace  any 
fervant  attending  upon  her  own  pcribn,  when  fhe 
fhould  think  preprr.  The  peers  having  received 
this  anfwer,  unanimouily  relolved,  That  no  lord 
of  their  houfe  ought  to  fuffer  any  fort  of  punifh- 
ment  by  any  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
otherwise  than  according  to  the  known  and  antient 
rules  and  methods  of  parliament.  When  the  com- 
mons attended  the  queen,  with  their  addrefs  againft 
the  biir.op,  ihe  laid,  fhe  was  forry  there  was  ccca- 
fion  for  iuch  a  ix  ...  ce -,  and,,  that  the  biihop 

of  Worcefter  fhould  no  longer  continue  to  fupply 
the  place  of  her  almoner.  This  regard  to  their 
addrefs  was  a  flagrant  proof  of  her  partiality  to  the 
Tories,  who  feemed  to  juftify  her  attachment  by 
their  compliance  and  liberality. 

Tt>e  lords  In  deliberating  on  the  fupplies,  they  agreed  to 
thTcondua  a^  tne  demands  of  the  miniftry.  They  voted  forty 
of  sir  thoufand  feamen,  and  the  like  number  of  landi 
fc«3£  forces,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of  the  allies. 
For  the  maintenance  of  thefe  laft,  they  granted 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fix  pounds-,  befides  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  guards  and  gar- 
rifons  ;  feventy  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  pounds  for  ordnance  •,  and  fifty -one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  for  fubfidies 
to  the  allies.  The  lord  Shannon  arriving  with  the 
news  of  the  fuccefs  at  Vigo,  the  queen  appointed  3 
day  of  thanfgiving  for  the  fignal  fuccefs  of  her  arms 
under  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond,  and  Sir  George  Rooke  i  and,  on  that  day, 
which  was  the  twelfth  of  November,  me  went  in 
ftate  to  Sp.  Paul's  church,  attended  by  both  houfes 
of  parliament.  Next  day,  the  peers  voted  the- 
thanks  of  their  houfe  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  for 
his  fervices  at  Vigo  j  and  at  the  fame  time,  drew 

up 
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*ip  an  addrefs  to  the.  queen,  defiring  flie  would  A-c*  »•?•»«. 
order  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  Sir  George  Rooke 
to  lay  before  them  an  account  of  their  proceedings: 
a  requeft  with  which  her  majefty  complied.  Thofe 
two  officers  were  likewiie  thanked  by  the  hcufe  of 
commons-,  and  vice-admiral  Hopibn  was  knighted, 
and  gratified  with  a  confiderable  penfion.  The 
duke  of  Ormond,  at  his  return  from  the  expedition, 
complained  openly  of  Rooke's  conduct,  and  feemed 
determined  to  fubject  him  to  a  public  accufation  ; 
but  that  officer  was  fuch  a  favourite  among  the 
commons,  that  the  court  was  afraid  to  difoblige 
them  by  an  impeachment,  and  took  great  pains  to 
mitigate  the  duke's  refentment.  This  nobleman 
was  appointed  lord-  lieutenantof  Ireland,  and  Rooke 
was  admitted  into  the  privy-council.  A  motion, 
Jiowever,  being  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that 
the  admiral's  inftructions  and  journals  relating  to 
the  laft  expedition  might  be  examined,  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  prepared  an 
unfavourable  report :  but,  it  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  houfe ;  and,  they  voted.  That  Sir 
George  Rooke  had  done  his  duty,  purfuant  to  the 
councils  of  wa%  like  .a  brave  officer,  to  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  nation. 

On  the  twenty- Erfl  .day  of  November  the  queen  Ths  p"i\*. 
fent  a  meflage  to  the  liouie  of  commons  by  Mr.  rStSLi 
fecretary  Hedges,  recommending  further  provifion  J?  Prin« 
for  the  prince  her  hufband,  in  cafe  he  ihould  furvive  DouXX 
her.     This  mefTage  being  confidered,  Mr.  Howe 
moved,  That  the  yearly  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  mould  be  fettled  on  the  prince,  in 
cafe  he  fhould  furvive  her  majeity.     No  opposition 
was  made  to  the  propofal ;  but  warm  debates  were 
excited  by  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  exempting  the  prince 
from  that  part  of  the  act  of  fucceffion  by  which 
ftrangers,  though  naturalized,  were  rendered  inca- 
pable of  holding  employments.  The  claufe  related 
U  4  only 
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A.  c.  1702.  only  to  thofe  who  mould  be  naturalized  in  a  future 
reign ;  and  indeed  was  calculated  as  a  reftriction. 
upon  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  Many  members  ar- 
gued againft  this  claufe  of  exemption,  becaufe  it 
feemed  to  imply,  that  perfons  already  naturalized 
would  be  excluded  from  employments  in  the  next 
reign,  though  already  pofieffed  of  the  right  of  na- 
tural-born fubjects,  a  conlequence.  plainly  contra- 
dictory to  the  meaning  of  the  ac"l.  Others  oppofed 
it,  becaufe  the  lords  had  already  refolved  by  a  vote, 
That  they  would  never  pafs  any  bill  fent  up  from 
the  commons,  to  which  a  claufe  foreign  tp  the  bill 
JJiould  be  tacked  ;  and  this  claufe  they  affirmed  to 
be  a  tack,  as  an  incapacity  to  hold  employments 
was  a  circumftance  altogether  dittincl:  from  a  fet- 
tlement  in  money.  The  queen  exprefled  uncom- 
mon eagernefs  in  behalf  of  this  bill;  and  the  court- 
influence  was  managed  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  it  pafled 
through  both  houfes,  though  not  without  an  obfH- 
nate  oppofuion,  and  a  formal  protetl  by  feven  and 
twenty  peers. 

!**£  °f  Trie  ear*  °f  Maryborough  arriving  in  England 
rough  creat-  about  the  latter  end  of  November,  received  the 
cdaduKe.  thanks  of  tne  commons  for  his  great  and  fignal 
fervices,  which  were  fo  acceptable  to  the  queen, 
that  me  created  him  a  duke,  gratified  him  with  a 
penfion  of  five  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  revenue 
of  the  port-office  during  his  natural  life  •,  and,  in 
a  meflage  to  the  commons,  expreffed  a  defire,  that 
they  would  find  fome  method  to  fettle  it  on  the 
heirs- male  of  his  body.  This  intimation  was  pro- 
ductive of  warm  debates,  during  which  Sir  Chrif- 
topher  Mufgrave  obferved,  that  he  would  not  dero- 
gate from  the  duke's  eminent  fervices  •,  bur,  he 
affirmed,  his  grace  had  been  very  well  payed  for 
them,  by  the  profitable  employments  which  he 
and  his  dutchefs  enjoyed.  The  duke  underftand- 
ing  that  the  commons  were  heated  by  the  fubjecl, 

begged 
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begged  her  majefty  would  rather  forego  her  gracious  AtC- 17oai% 
melTage  in  his  behalf  than  create  any  uneafmefs 
on  his  account,  which  might  embarrafs  her  affairs, 
and  be  of  ill  confequence  to  the  public.  Then  fhe 
lent  another  meflage  to  the  houfe,  fignifying,  that 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  declined  her  inter- 
pofition.  Notwithstanding  this  declaration,  the 
commons  in  a  body  prefented  an  addrefs,  acknow- 
ledging the  eminent  fervices  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  and  expreffing  their  apprehenfion  of  ma- 
king a  precedent  to  alienate  the  revenue  of  the 
crown,  which  had  been  fo  much  reduced  by  the  ex- 
orbitant grants  of  the  late  reign,  fo  lately  fettled 
and  fecured  by  her  majefty's  unparalleled  grace  and 
goodnefs.  The  queen  was  fatisfied  with  their  apo- 
logy -,  but  their  refufal  in  all  probability  helped 
to  alienate  the  duke  from  the  T'ories,  with  whom 
he  had  been  hitherto  connected. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  the  queen  gave  the  A!I  conv. 
houfe  of  commons  to  understand,  that  the  States-  m"ce  and 
general  had  preffed  her  to  augment  her  forces,  as  ence'proht- 
the  only  means  to  render  ineffectual  the  great  and bitet3  be- 
early  preparations  of  the  enemy.     The  commons h^LSdTe 
immediately   relblved,    That    ten    thoufand   m*n two  crowa« 
mould  be  hired,  as  an  augmentation  of  the  forces  » 
to  aft  in  conjunction  with  the  allies ;  but,  on  con- 
dition, that  an  immediate  flop  mould  be  put  to  all 
commerce  and    correspondence  with    France  and 
Spain  on  the  part  of  the  ftates- general-.     The  lords 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  queen  on  the  fame  lub- 
jeft,  and  to  the  fame  effect  -,  and,  fhe  owned,  that 
the  condition  was  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  alliance.     The  Dutch,  even  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  had  carried  on  a  traffic  with  the 
French;  and,  at  this  very  juncture,  Lewis  found 
it  impoflible  to  make  remittances  of  money  to  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  in  Germany,  and  to  his  forces  in 
Italy,  except  through  the  canal  of  Englifh,  Dutch, 
and  Geneva  merchants.  The  States -general,  though 
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A.  0.4702.  fhocked  at  the  imperious  manner  in  which  the  par- 
liament of  England  preicribed  their  conduct,  com- 
plied with  the  demand  without  hefitation,  and  pub- 
limed  a  prohibition  of  all  commerce  with  the  ilib- 
jects  of  France  and  Spain. 

^ie  commons  °f  this  parliament  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  a  bill  againft  occafional  confor- 
mity>  The  Tories  affected  to  dhtinguifh  them- 
ielves  as  the  only  true  friends  to  the  church  and 
monarchy;  and  they  hated  the  diffcnters  with  a 
mixture  of  fpiritual  and  political  difguft.  They 
Jooked  upon  them  as  an  intruding  fe6t,  which  con- 
ftituted  great  part  ot  the  Whig  faction,  that  extort- 
ed fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money  from  the  nation 
in  the  late  reign,  and  involved  it  in  pernicious  en- 
gagements, from  whence  it  had  no  profpecl  of  de- 
liverance. They  confidered  them  as  incroaching 
fchifmatics  that  difgraced  .and  endangered  the  hier- 
archy; and,  thofe  of  their  own  communion  who 
recommended  moderation,  they  branded  with  the 
epithets  of  hike-warm  chriftians,  betrayers,  and 
apoftates.  They  now  refolved  to  approve  them- 
felves  zealous  ions  of  the  church,  by  feizing  the 
lirft  opportunity  that  was  in  jJieir  power  to  diitrefs 
the  difTenters.  In  order  to  pave  the  way  to  this 
perfecution,  fermons  were  preached,  and  pamph- 
lets were  printed  to  blacken  the  character  of  the 
feet,  and  inflame  the  popular  refcntmrnt  againft 
them.  On  the  .fourth  day  of  November,  Mr. 
Bromley,  Mr.  St.  John,  and  Mr.  Annefky,  were 
ordered  by  the  houie  of  commons  to  bring  in  a^ 
bill  for  preventing  occafional  conformity.  In  the 
preamble  all  perfecution  for  conference  fake  was 
condemned  :  neverthelef?,  it  enacted,  That  all 
thofe  who  had  taken  the  facrament  and  tcft  for  of- 
fices of  truft,  or  the  magiitracy  of  corporations, 
and  afterwards  frequented  any  meeting  of  diflen- 
ters,  mould  be  dilabled  from  holding  their  em- 
ployments, pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  an4 
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five  pounds  for  every  day  in  which  they  continued  A«  c- 
to  ad:  in  their  employments  after  having  been  at 
any  fuch  meeting  :  they  were  alfo  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  holding  any  other  employment,  till  after  one 
v/hole  year's  conformity ;  and,  upon  a  relapfe,  the 
penalties  and  time  of  incapacity  were  doubled.  The 
promoters  of  the  bill  alledged,  that  an  eftablifhed 
religion  and  national  church  were  ablblutely  necef- 
fary,  when  fo  many  impious  men  pretended  to  in- 
Ipiration,  and  deluded  fuch  numbers  of  the  people  : 
that  the  moil  effectual  way  to  prcferve  this  national 
church,  would  be  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
power  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  expreffed  their 
regard  to  the  church  in  their  principles  and  prac- 
tice :  that  the  parliament,  by  the  corporation  and 
teft-adts,  thought  they  had  railed  a  fufficient  barrier 
to  the  hierarchy,  never  imagining  that  a  fet  of 
men  would  rife  up,  whole  confciences  would  be 
too  tender  to  obey  the  laws,  but  hardened  enough 
to  break  them :  that,  as  the  laft  reign  began  with 
an  aft  in  favour  of  diiTenters,  Ib  the  commons  were 
defirous  that  in  the  beginning  of  her  majefty's  auf- 
picious  government,  an  aft  mould  pafs  in  favour 
of  the  church  of  England :  that  this  bill  did  not  in- 
trench on  the  a£l  of  toleration,  or  deprive  the  dil- 
fenters  of  any  privileges  they  enjoyed  by  law,  or 
add  any  thing  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  church  of 
England  :  that  occalional  conformity  was  an  evafion 
of  the  law,  by  which  the  difienters  might  infmuate 
themfelves  into  the  management  of  all  corpora- 
tions :  that  a  feparation  from  the  church,  to  which 
a  man's  contcience  will  allow  him  occasionally  to 
conform,  is  a  mere  fchifm,  which  in  itfelf  was  finful, 
without  the  fuper- addition  of  a  temporal  law  to 
make  it  an  offence :  that  the  toleration  was  intend- 
ed only  for  the  eafe  of  tender  confciences,  and  not 
[  £0  give  a  licence  for  occafional  conformity  :  that 

con- 
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A. c.i 701. conforming  and  nonconforming  were  contradic- 
tions; for,  nothing  but  a  firm  perfuafion  that  the 
terms  of  communion  required  are  fmrul  and  unlaw- 
ful, could  juftify  the  one;  and,  this  plainly  con- 
demns the  other.  The  members  who  oppoied  the 
bill  argued,  That  the  difilnters  were  generally 
well  affected  to  the  prefent  conftitution :  that  to 
bring  any  real  hardfhip  upon  them,  or  give  rife 
to  jealoufies  and  fears  at  luch  a  juncture,  might 
be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences :  that 
the  toleration  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  fecu- 
rity  and  reputation  of  the  church,  and  plainly  prov- 
ed, that  liberty  of  confcience  and  gentle  meafures 
were  the  moft  effectual  means  for  increafing  the 
votaries  of  the  church,  and  diminifhing  the  num-- 
ber  of  difienters  :  that  the  difTenters  could  not  be 
termed  fchifmatics  without  bringing  an  heavy 
.  charge  upon  the  church  of  England,  which  had 
not  only  tolerated  fuch  Ichifm,  but  even  allowed 
eommunion  with  the  reformed  churches  abroad : 
that  the  penalties  of  this  bill  were  more  fevere  than 
thofe  which  the  law  impofed  on  papifts,  for  aflifting 
at  the  mod  folemn  act  of  their  religion :  in  a  word, 
that  toleration  and  tende'rnefs  had  been  always  pro- 
ductive of  peace  and  union  ;  whereas  perlecution 
had  never  failed  to  excite  diicord,  and  extend  fuper- 
ftition.  Many  alterations  and  mitigations  were 
propofed,  without  effect.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  the  diffenters  were  mentioned  and  reviled 
with  great  acrimony ;  and,  the  bill  patted  the 
lower  houfe  by  virtue  of  a  confiderable  majority. 
it  mifcar-  The  Iorc^s»  apprehenfivc  that  the  commons  would 
ri«.  tack  it  to  fome  money-bill,  voted,  That  the  annex- 
ing any  claufe  to  a  money-bill  was  contrary  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  Englifh  government,  and  the 
ufage  of  parliament.  The  bill  met  with  a  very 
warm  oppofition  in  the  upper  houfe,  where  a  con  - 

fiderable 
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fiderable  portion  of  the  Whig  intereft  ftill  remain-  A<  c-  'f"* 
ed.  Thefe  members  believed,  that  the  intention 
of  the  bill  was  to  model  corporations,  fo  as  to  eject 
all  thole  who  would  not  vote  in  elections  for  the 
Tories.  Some  imagined  this  was  a  preparatory 
ftep  towards  a  repeal  of  the  toleration  ;  and  others 
concluded,  that  the  promoters  of  the  bill  defigned 
to  raife  fnch  difturbances  at  home,  as  would  dif- 
courage  the  allies  abroad,  and  render  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  war  impracticable.  The  majority  of 
the  bifhops,  and  among  thefe  Burnet  of  Sarum^ 
objected  againft  it  on  the  principles  of  moderation, 
and  from  motives  of  confcience.  Neverthelefs,  as 
the  court  fupported  this  meafure  with  its  whole 
power,  and  influence,  the  bill  made  its  way  through 
the  houfe,  though  not  without  alterations  and 
amendments,  which  were  rejected  by  the  commons. 
The  lower  houfe  pretended,  that  the  lords  had  no 
right  to  alter  any  fines  and  penalties  that  the  com- 
i  mons  mould  fix  in  bills  fent  up  for  their  concur- 
rence, on  the  fuppofition,  that  thofe  were  matters 
concerning  money,  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
lower  houfe  :  the  lords  ordered  a  minute  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  all  the  rolls  of  parliament  fmce  the 
reign  of  the  feventh  Henry ;  and,  a  great  number 
of  inftances  were  found  in  which  the  lords  had  be- 
gun theclaufes  impofmg  fines  and  penalties,  altered 
the  penalties  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  com- 
mons, and  even  changed  the  uies  to  which  they 
were  applied.  Thefe  precedents  were  entered  in 
the  books-,  but,  the  commons  refolved  to  maintain 
their  point,  without  engaging  in  any  difpute  upon 
the  fubject.  After  warm  debates  and  a  free  con- 
ference between  the  two  houfes,  the  lords  adhered 
to  their  amendments,  though  this  refolution  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  only :  the  com- 
mons perfifted  in  rejecting  them  ;  the  bill  mifcar- 
ried  >  and,  both  houfes  pubiiftied  their  proceed- 
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A.C.  '702-  ings  by  way  of  appeal  to  the  nation  f.  A  bill  wa£ 
now  brought  into  the  lower  houfe,  granting  another 
year's  confideration  to  thofe  who  had  not  taken  the 
oath  abjuring  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales.  The 
lords  added  three  claufes,  importing,  That  thoie  per- 
Ibns  who  mould  take  the  oath  within  the  limited  time, 
might  return  to  their  benefices  and  employments, 
unlefs  they  mould  be  already  legally  filled :  that 
any  perfon  endeavouring  to  defeat  the  fucceffion  to 
the  crown,  as  now  limited  by  law,  mould  be  deem- 
ed guilty  of  high-treafon  :  and  that  the  oath  of  ab- 
juration mould  be  impofed  upon  the  fubje&s  in 
Ireland.  The  commons  made  fome  oppofition  to 
the  firft  claufe  ;  but,  at  length,  the  queftion  being 
put,  Whether  they  mould  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments ?  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  one 
voice. 

yioientani-      No  object  engrofltd  more  time,   or  produced 

™«nythV    more  violent  debates  than  did  the  inquiry  into  the 

twohoufe.,  public  accounts.      The  commiflloners    appointed 

Thelnq'uiry17  *or  this  purpofe,  pretended  to  have  made  great  dif- 

intothe       coveries.      They  charged  the   earl  of  Ranelagh, 

»unt».ac~    pay mafter- general  of  the  army,  with  flagrant  mif- 

•     management.      He  acquitted    himfclf  in   fnch  a 

manner  as  fcreened  him  from  all  feverity  of  punifh- 

ment ;  neverthelefs,   they  expelled  him  from  the 

houfe  for  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanonr,  in  mif- 

applying  feveral  fums  of  the  public  money  ;  and 

he  thought  proper  to  refign  his  employment.     A 

long  addrefs  was   prepared   and  preferred  to  the 

queen,   attributing  the  national  debt  to  the  mif- 

management  of  the  funds  -,  complaining,  that  the 

•f-  While  th's  bill  vras  depending,  mon*  ordered  it  to  be  burned  by  the 

Daniel  de  Foe  published  a  pamphlet,  hands  of  the  rommon  hangman,  and 

intituled,   "  Th;   Ihortcft  way  with  the  author  to  be  prof  cuted      He  WM 

"  the  diflenters  :  or,  propofals  for  the  accordingly  committed    to  Newgate, 

"  eftablifhment  of  the  church."  The  trieH,  c-ndetr.ned  to  piy  a  fine  of  two 

piece  was  a  fevere  fat:re  on  the  vio-  hundred  pounds,    and    fland  in   the 

knee  o!  the  chutch-party.  The  com-  pillory. 

old 
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old  methods  cf  the  exchequer  had  been  neglected  :  A.C.  i7«*. 
and,  that  iniquitous  frauds  had  been  committed  by 
the  commifiioners  of  the  prizes.  Previous  to  this 
remonftrance,  the  houfe,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  had  palled  leveral  fevere  re- 
iblutibns,  particularly  againft  Charles  lord  Halli- 
fax, auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  as  hav- 
ing neglected  his  duty,  and  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  truft.  For  thefe  reafons,  they  actually  belbught 
the  queen,  in  an  addrefs,  that  me  would  give  di- 
rections to  the  attorney- general,  to  profecute  him 
for  the  faid  offences ;  and  (he  prcmiied  to  comply 
with  their  requeft.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lords 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  all  the  obferva- 
tions  which  the  commiifioners  of  accounts  had  of- 
fered to  both  houfes.  They  afcribed  the  national 
debt  to  deficiencies  in  the  funds :  they  acquitted 
lord  Hallifax,  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  and  their 
officers,  whom  the  commons  had  accufed  :  and, 
reprefented  thefe  circumftances  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
queen,  which  was  afterwards  printed  with  the 
vouchers  to  every  particu'...-.  This  difference  blew 
up  a  fierce  flame  of'difcord  between  the  two  houfes, 
which  manifefted  their  mutual  animofity  in  fpeeches, 
votes,  refolutions,  and  conferences.  The  commons 
affirmed,  That  no  cognizance  the  lords  could  take 
of  the  public  accounts  would  enable  them  to  fup - 
ply  any  deficiency,  or  appropriate  any  furpluiage 
of  die  public  money:  that  they  could  neither  ac- 
quit or  condemn  any  perlbn  whatfoever,  upon  any 
enquiry  anting  originally  in  their  own  hcufc  :  and, 
that  their  attempt  to  acquit  Charles  lord  Hallifax 
was  unparliamentary.  The  lords  infilled  upon  their 
right  to  take  cognizance  originally  of  all  public  ac- 
counts :  they  affirmed,  that  in  their  refolutions 
with  refpect  to  lord  Hallifax,  they  had  proceeded 
according  to  the  rules  of  jufticc.  They  owned, 
however,  that  their  refolutions  did  not  amount  to 
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A.  c.  1702,  any  judgment  or  acquittal  \  but,  that  finding  a  vote 
of  the  commons  reflected  upon  a  member  of  their 
houfe,  they  thought  fit  to  give  their  opinion  in 
their  legislative  authority.     The  queen  interpofed 
by  a  mefiage  to  the  lords,  defiring  they  would  dif- 
patch   the  bufmefs  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
The  difpute  continued  even  after  this  intimation  : 
one  conference  was  held  after  another,  till  at  length 
both  fides  defpaired  of  an  accommodation.     The 
lords  ordered  their  proceedings  to  be  printed,  and 
the   commons  followed  their  example.      On    the 
twenty  feventh  day  of  February  the  queen,  having 
paired  all  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal 
aflcnt,  ordered  the  lord  keeper  to   prorogue  the 
parliament,  after  having  pronounced  a  fpeech,  in 
which  flie  thanked  them  for  their  zeal,    affection, 
and  difpatch  ;  declared,  fhe  would  encourage  and 
maintain  the  church  as  by  law  eftablifhed  ;   defired 
they  would  confider  fome  further  laws  for  reftrain- 
ing  the  great  licence  afiumed  of  publifhing  fcanda- 
lous  pamphlets  and  libels  ;  and  allured  them,  that 
all  her  lhare  of  the  prizes  which  might  be  taken  in 
the  war,  mould  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice. 
By  this  time  the  earl  of  Rochefter  was  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  queen's  councils.     Finding  him- 
lelf  outweighed  by  the  intereft  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  and  lord  Godolphin,  he  had  become  fallen 
and  intractable  \  and   rather  than  repair  to  his  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  chofe  to  refign  the  office, 
which,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was  conferred 
upon  the  duke  of  Ormond,  an  accomplifhed  noble- 
man, who   had  acquired  great  popularity  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition  to  Vigo.     The  parties  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  were  fo  nearly  matched,  that  the 
queen,  in  order  to  afcertain  an  undoubted  majority 
in  the  next  feifion,  created  four  new  peers  f ,  who 

had 


•J-    Thefe    were    John    Granville,     in  the    county  of  Devon ;    Keneage 
created  baron  Gcanvi  le  of  PotheriHge     Finch,  baron  of  Guernfey  in  the  coun- 
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Kad  fignalized  themfelves  by  the  violence  of  their  A>c-  '7°*« 
Ipeeches  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  two  houfes  of  convocation,  which  were  fum-  DifPut<>»be- 
moned  with  the  parliament,   bore  a  Hone:  affinity  twec? the 

•    i          i  •  rr        i    I         i  i          i-rr  •  ,1  i          two  houks 

with   this  anembly,  by  the  different  interests  that  of  convoca- 
prevailed  in  the  upper  and  lower.   The  laft,  in  imi-  don< 
tation  6f  the  commons,  was  defi.ous  of  branding 
the  preceding  reign  •,  and,   it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  they  concurred  with  the  prelates  in  an 
addrefs  of  congratulation   to  her  majefty.     Then 
their  former  contetts  were  revived.  The  lower  houfe 
defired,    in    an    application    to  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  and  his  luffragans,  that  the  matters  in 
difpute   concerning  the  manner  of  fynodical  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  right  of  the  lower  houfe  to  hold 
intermediate  afiemblies,  might  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  and  fpeedily  determined.     The  bifhops 
propofed,  that  in  the  intervals  of  fefiions,  the  lower 
houfe  might  appoint  committees  to  prepare  mat- 
ters ;  and  when  bufmefs  mould  be  brought  regu- 
larly before  them,  the  archbifhop  would  regulate 
the  prorogations  in  luch  a  manner,  that  they  mould 
have  fufficient  time  to  fit  and  deliberate  on  the  fub- 
jedt.     This  offer  did   not  fatisfy  the  lower  houfe, 
which  was  emboldened  to  perfift  in  its  demand  by 
a  vote  of  the  commons,  who,  in  confequence  of  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  from  the  clergy,   touching  Mr. 
Loyd,  fon  to  the  bifhop  of  Woi  ceiler,  whom  they 
had  ordered  to  be  profecuted  after  his  privilege  as 
member  of  the  convocation  mould  be  expired,    re- 
folved,  That  they  would  on  all  occafions  aflert  the 
juft  rights  and  privileges  of  the  lower  houle  of  con- 

ty  of  Southampton  ;  S-r  John  Levi-  the  fame  time,    however,  John  Her- 

fon  Gower,  baron  Gower  of  Sit'.enLam  vey  of  the  oppofite  faction,  w  as  creat- 

in  Yorkflrre  ;  and  Francis  Seymou-,  ed  baton  of  Kkworth  io  the  county  of 

Conway,  youngeft  fon  of  Sir  F.iU-ard  Suffolk  j    and   the  marqirs  of    Nor- 

Seymour,  madebironConwav  of  Rag-  manbr  was  honoured  with  the  title  of 

ley  in  the  county  of  Warwick.      At  ciukeof  Buckinghamftire. 

N0.8;.  X  vocation* 
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A.^  iT02.  vocation.  The  prelates  refufed  to  depart  from  the 
archbifhop's  right  of  proroguing  the  whole  convo- 
cation withconient  of  his  fufFragans.  The  lower 
houfe  propofed  to  refer  the  controverfy  to  the 
queen's  decifion.  The  bimops  declined  this  ex- 
pedient, as  inconfiftent  with  the  epifcopal  authority, 
and  the  prefidency  of  the  archbifhop.  The  lower" 
houie  having  incurred  the  imputation  of  favouring, 
prefbytery,  by  this  oppofition  to  the  biihops,  en- 
tered in  the  books  a  declaration,  acknowledging  the 
order  of  bimops  as  fuperior  to  prefbyters,  and  to  be 
a  divine  apoftolical  inftitution.  Then  they  defired 
the  bimops,  in  an  addrefs,  to  concur  in  fettling  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  apoftolical  right  of  epiico- 
pacy,  that  it  might  be  a  (landing  rule  of  the  church. 
They  likewiie  prefented  a  petition  to  the  queen, 
complaining,  That  in  the  convocation  called  in  the 
year  one  thouland  feven  hundred,  after  an  inter- 
ruption of  ten  years,  feveral  queftions  having  arifen 
concerning  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  'lower 
houie,  the  bimops  had  refufed  a  verbal  conference  •, 
and,  afterwards  declined  a  propofal  to  fubmit  the 
difpute  to  her  majefty's  determination  :  they  there- 
fore fled  for  protection  to  her  majefty,  begging  me 
would  call  the  queftion  into  her  own  royal  audience. 
The  queen  promifed  to  confider  their  petition, 
which  was  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham  ; 
and  ordered  their  council  to  examine  the  affair, 
how  it  confided  with  law  and  cuftom.  Whether 
their  report  was  unfavourable  to  the  lower  houfe,or 
the  queen  was  unwilling  to  encourage  the  divifion^ 
no  other  anlwer  was  made  to  their  addrefs.  The 
archbiiliop  replied  to  their  requeft  prefented  to  the 
upper  houfe,  concerning  the  divine  right  of  pref- 
bytery,  that  the  preface  to  the  form  of  ordination 
contained  a  declaration  of  three  orders  of  minifters, 
from  the  times  of  the  apoftles  ;  namely,  bimops, 
prielts,  and  deacons,  to  which  they  had  fublcribed  : 

but, 
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but,  he  and  his  brethren  conceived,  that  without  A-c-  liQi- 
a  royal  licence,  they  had  not  authority  to  at- 
tempt, enact,  promulge,  or  execute  any  canon, 
which  mould  concern  either  doctrine  or  difciplme. 
The  lower  houie  amwered  this  declaration  in  very 
petulant  terms-,  and  thedifpute  iubfifted  when  the 
parliament  was  prorogued.  But  thele  contefts  pro- 
duced divifions  through  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy,  who  ranged  themlelves  in  different  factions, 
diftmguimed  by  the  names  of  High-church  and  llow- 
church.  The  firft  confided  of  ecclefiaftical  Tories  -, 
and  the  other  included  thofe  who  profefTed  revolu- 
tion principles,  and  recommended  moderation  to- 
wards the  diffenters.  The  high-church  party  re- 
proached the  other  as  time-ferverj  and  prefbyte- 
rians  in  difguife :  and  were  in  their  turn  ftigma- 
tized  as  the  friends  and  abettors  of  tyranny  and  per- 
fecution.  At  prefent,  however,  the  Tories  both 
in  church  and  ftate  triumphed  in  the  favour  of 
their  fovereign.  The  right  of  parliaments,  the 
memory  of  the  late  king,  and  even  the  act  lin^it- 
ing  the  fuccefiion  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  became 
the  fubjects  of  ridicule.  The  queen  was  flattered 
as  poffeflbr  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  antient  mo- 
narchy ;  the  hiftory  written  by  her  grandfather  the 
earl  of  Clarendon  was  now  for  the  fii  ft  time  pub- 
limed,  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  obedience, 
and  infpire  the  people  with  an  abhorrence  of  oppo- 
fition  to  an  anointed  ibvereign.  Her  majefty's 
hereditary  right  was  deduced  from  Edward  the 
Confefibr,  and,  as  heir  of  his  pretended  fanctity 
and  virtue,  me  was  perfuaded  to  touch  perfons  af- 
flicted with  the  king's  evil,  according  to  the  office 
inferted  in  the  liturgy  for  this  occafion. 

The  change  of  the  miniftry  in  Scotland  feemed  Account  of 
favourable  to  the  epifcopalians  and    anti  revolu-  tht  Par;>« 
tioners  of  that  kingdom.     The  earls  of  March 
mont,  Melvil,  Selkirk,  Lever,  andHyndford,  were 
X  2  laid 
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A.G.I-CZ  ^d  aflcje  .  the  ear]  Of  Seaficld  was  appointed  chan-* 
cellor-,  the  duke  of  Queenfberry,  and  the  lord  vif- 
count  Tarbat,  were  declared  fecretaries  of  ftate  : 
the  marquis  of  Annandale  was  made  prefident  of 
the  council  -,  and  the  earl  of  Tullibardin  lord  privy  - 
feal.  A  new  parliament  having  been  fummoned, 
the  earl  of  Seaficld  employed  his  influence  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully,  that  a  great  number  of  anti-revolutioners 
were  returned  as  members.  The  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton had  obtained  from  the  queen  a  letter  to  the 
privy-council  in  Scotland,  in  which  me  exprelfed 
her  defire,  that  the  prefbyterian  clergy  mould  live 
in  brotherly  love  and  communion  with  Inch  dif- 
fenting  minifters  of  the  reformed  religion  as  were 
in  poileffion  of  benefices,  and  lived  with  decency 
and  fubmiffion  to  the  law  The  epifcopal  clergy> 
encouraged  by  thefe  expreffions  in  their  favour,  drew 
up  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  imploring  her  protec- 
tion j  and  humbly  befeeching  her  to  allow  thofe 
parifhes  in  which  there  was  a  majority  of  epifcopal 
freeholders,  to  beftow  the  benefices  on  miniilers  of 
their  principles.  This  petition  was  prefented  by 
Dr.  Skeen  and  Dr.  Scot,  who  were  introduced  by 
the  duke  of  Queenfberry  to  her  majefty.  She  al- 
lured them  of  her  protection  and  endeavours  to 
fupply  their  necefiities-,  and  exhorted  them  to  live 
in  peace  and  chriftian  love  with  the  clergy,  who 
were  by  law  inverted  with  the  church-government 
in  her  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland.  A  proclama- 
tion of  indemnity  having  been  publimed  in  March, 
a  great  number  of  Jacobites  returned  from  France, 
and  other  countries,  pretended  to  have  changed 
their  fentiments,  and  took  the  oaths,  that  they 
might  be  qualified  to  fit  in  parliament.  They 
formed  an  acceffion  to  the  ftrcngth  of  the  anti-re- 
volutioners  and  epifcopalians,  who  now  hoped  to 
out-number  the  prefbyterians,  and  outweigh  their 
intereft.  But,  this  confederacy  was  compofed  of 
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<TuTonant  parts,  from  which  no  harmony  could  beA-c-'7<>2- 
expected.      The    prefbyterians    and  revolutioners  Bumet. 
were  headed  by  the  duke  of  Argyle.   The  country.  ?^on* 
party  of  malcontents,  which  took  its  rife  from  the  Mem. 
difappointments  of  the  Darien  fettlement,    acted. 
under  the   aufpices  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and 
marquis  of  Tweedale-,  and  the  earl  of  Hume  ap- 
peared  as  the  chief  of  the  anti-revolutioners.     The  Lockha»t'« 
different  parties  who  now  united,  purfued  the  mod  L-veTof  the 
oppofite  ends.     The  majority  of  the  country -.party  Admirals- 

r  •  i  J    .      '  j  r          i  i          '    Hift.  of  the 

were  friends  to  the  revolution,  and  fought  only  re-  D.  of  Mari- 
drefs  of  the  grievances  which  the  nation  had  fuf-  borough 

,    .  .  Dutchcfsof 

tamed  in  the  late  reign.  The  anti- revolutioners  Mar;ho. 
confidered  the  accefiion  and  government  of  king 
William  as  an  extraordinary  event  which  they  were 
willing  to  forget,  believing,  that  all  parties  were 
fafe  under  the  fhelter  of  her  majefty's  general  in- 
demnity. The  Jacobites  fubmitted  to  the  queen  as 
tutrix  or  regent  for  the  prince  of  Wales,  whom 
they  firmly  believed  me  intended  to  eftablifh  on 
the  throne.  The  Whigs  under  Argyle,  alarmed 
at  the  coalition  of  all  their  enemies,  refolved  to 
procure  a  parliamentary  fanction  for  the  revolu- 
tion. 

The  parliament  being  opened  on  the  fixth  day  *•  c.  1703. 
of  May  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  duke  of  Queenfberry  Dangerous 
as  commifiibner,  the  queen's  letter  was  read,  in  JS^mmt* 
which  me  demanded  a  iupply  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
of  the  forces,  advifed  them  to  encourage  trade,  kin8donit 
and  exhorted  them  to  proceed  with  wifdom,  pru- 
dence,   and  unanimity.     The  duke  of   Hamilton 
immediately  offered  the  draught  of  a  bill  for  recog- 
nizing her  majefty's  undoubted  right  and  title  to 
the  imperial  crown  of  hcorlar-d,   according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  eflates  of  the  kingdom,  contain- 
ing  the  claim  of  right.  It  was  immediately  received  ; 
and  at   the  fecond  reading,  the  queen's  advocate 
offered  an  additional  claufe,  denouncing  the  penal- 
X  3  ties 
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A.C.  i7c3.  t}cs  of  treafon  againft  any  perfon  who  fhould  quar 
.rel  her  majefty's  right  or  title  to  the  crown,  or  her 
exercife  of  the  government  from  her  actual  entry 
to  the  fame.  This,  after  a  long  and  warm  debate, 
was  carried  by  the  concurrence  of  the  anti-revolq- 
tioners.  Then  the  earl  of  Hume  produced  the 
draught  of  a  bill  for  the  fupply  ;  and  immediately 
after  it  was  read,  the  marquis  of  Tweedale  made 
an  overture,  that  before  all  other  bufmefs,  the  par- 
liament would  proceed  to  make  fuch  conditions  of 
government  and  regulations  in  the  conftitution  of 
the  kingdom,  to  take  place  after  the  deceafe  of 
her  majefty  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  as  fhoukl  be 
necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  their  religion  and 
liberty.  This  overture  and  the  bill  were  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  cable  •,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
com miffioner  found  ^'mirlf  involved  in  great  per- 
plexity. The  duke  of  Argyle,  the  marquis  of 
Annandale,  and  the  earl  of  Marchmont  gave  him 
to  underftand  in  private,  that  they  were  rcfolved 
to  move  for  an  act,  ratifying  the  revolution  ;  and 
for  another,  confirming  the  piefbyterian  govern- 
ment :  that  they  would  infift  upon  their  being 
clifcufied  before  the  bill  of  fupply  :  and  that  they 
were  certain  of  carrying  the  points  at  which  they 
aimed.  The  comminloner  now  found  himfelf  re- 
duced to  a  very  diiagreeable  alternative.  There 
was  a  neceffity  for  reiinquifhing  all  hope  of  a  fup- 
ply, or  abandoning  the  anti-revolutioners,  to  whom 
he  was  connected  by  promifes  of  concurrence.  The 
Whigs  were  determined  to  pppofe  all  fchemes  of 
fupply  that  fhould  come  from  the  cavaliers :  and 
thele  lait  refoived  to  exert  their  whole  power  in 
preventing  the  confirmation  of  the  revolution  and 
th*  piefbytcrian  diicipline.  He  torefaw  that  on 
this  occaiion  the  Whigs  would  be  joined  by  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  j.arry,  fo  as  to  prepon- 
derate againit  the  cavaliers.  He  endeavoured  tq 
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cajole  both  parties;  but  found  the  tafk  impracti- A-c-'7°3. 
cable.     He  defired  in  parliament,  that  the  aft  for 
the  fupply  might  be  read,    promifing,   that  they 
mould  have  full  time   afterwards  to  deliberate  on 
other  fubjects.     The  marquis  of  Tweedale  infifted 
upon  his  overture  ;  and  after  warm  debates,  the 
houfe  refolved  to  proceed  with  fuch  acts  as  might 
be  necefTary  for  fecuring  the  religion,  liberty,  and 
trade  of  the  nation,  before  any  bill  for  fupply,   or 
other  bufmefs  mould  be  difcufled.     The  marquis 
of  Athol  offered  an    aft  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
kingdom,  in  cafe  of  her  majefty's  deceale ;  but, 
before  it  was  read,  the  duke  of  Argyle  prelented 
his  draught  of  a  bill  for  ratifying  the  revolution, 
and  all  the  acts  following  thereupon.     An  act  for 
limiting  the  fuGceffion  after  the  death  of  her  ma- 
jefty  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  was  produced  by 
Mr.  Fletcher  of  Saltoun.     The  earl  of  Rothes  re- 
commended another,    importing,    that  after    her 
majefty's  death,  and  failing  heirs  of  her  body,   no 
perfon  coming  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  being  at 
the  fame  time  king  or  queen  of  England,  mould, 
as  king  or  queen  of  Scotland,  have  power  to  make 
peace  or  war  without  the  confent  of  parliament. 
The  earl  of  Marchmont  recited  the  draught  of  an 
act  for  fecuring  the  true  proteftant  religion  and 
prefbyterian  government  i  and,  one  was  fuggefted 
by  Sir  Patrick  Johnflon,  allowing  the  importation 
of  wines  and  other  foreign  liquors.     All  thefe  bills 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.      Then  the  earl 
of  Strathmore  produced  an  act  for  toleration  to  all 
proteftants  in  the  exercife  of  religious  wormip.  But 
againft  this  the  general  aflembly  preftrntcd  a  molt 
violent  remonflrance  ;  and  the   promoters  of  the 
bill,  foreseeing  that  it  would  meet  with  g  eat  cp- 
pofition,  allowed  it  to  drop  for  the  prelent.     On 
the  third  day  of  June,  the  parliament  pafitrd  the 
a<5l  for    preserving  the  true  reformed  proteftant  re- 
X  4  Jigion, 
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,  A.  c.  1703.  ligion,  and  confirming  prefbyterian  church-govern- 
ment as  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  only 
govei  nmentof  Chrift's  church  within  the  kingdom. 
The  fame  party  enjoyed  a  further  triumph  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  Argyle's  act, for  ratifying  and  perpetuating  the 
firil  act  of  king  William's  parliament  •,  for  declar- 
ing it  high  treafon  to  difown  the  authority  of 
that  parliament  •,  or  "to  alter  or  innovate  the  claim 
of  right,  or  any  article  thereof.  This  laft  claufe 
was  ilrenuoufly  oppofed  ;  but  at  iafl  the  bill  paffed, 
with  the  concurrence  of  all  the  miniftry,  except 
the  marquis  of  Athole  and  the  vifcount  Tarbat, 
who  began  at  this  period  to  correfpond  with  the 

The  com-  epp°flte  party. 

Hiiflioneris  The  cavaliers  thinking  themielyes  betrayed  by 
byathde°ci  the  duke  of  Queenfberry,  who  had  affented  to 
fallen,  thefe  acts,  firft  expoftulatcd  with  him  on  his  breach 
of  promife,  and  then  renounced  his  intereft,  re- 
folving  to  feparate  from  the  court,  and  jointly  pur- 
fue  fuch  rneafures  as  might  be  for  the  intereit  of 
their  party.  But  of  all  the  bills  that  were  pro- 
duced in  the  courfe  of  this  remarkable  feffion,  that 
which  produced  the  mofl  violent  altercation  was  the 
act  of  iecurity,  calculated  to  abridge  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  limit  the  fuccefibr,  and  throw 
a  vaft  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the  par- 
liament. It  was  confidered  paragraph  by  para- 
graph :  many  additions  an.d  alterations  were  pro- 
pofed,  and  fome  adopted  :  inflammatory  fpeeches 
were  uttered  :  bitter  iarcafms  retorted  from  party 
to  party  :  and  different  votes  pafled  on  different 
fdaufes.  A.t  length,  in  fpight  of  the  mofl  obfti- 
jiate  oppofition  from  the  miniftry  and  the  cavaliers, 
it  was  paffed  by  a  majority  of  fifty-nine  voices. 
The  commiffioner  was  importuned  to  give  it  the 
royal  aflcnt  •,  but  declined  anfwering  their  intrea- 
ties  till  the  tenth  day  of  September,  when  he  made 
$  fpeech  in  parliament,  giving  them  to  underftand 
that  he  had  received  the  queen's  pleafure,  and  was 

impowerpfl 
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impowered  to  give  the  royal  afTent  to  all  the  a&s  *'c-  ws* 
voted  in  this  fefiion,  except  to  the  ac"b  for  the  feeu- 
rity  of  the  kingdom.  Then  a  motion  was  made 
to  follicit  the  royal  afient  in  an  addrefs  to  her  ma- 
jefty ;  but  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  a  fmall  majority.  On  the  fixth 
day  of  the  fame  month,  the  earl  of  Marchmont 
had  produced  a  bill  to  fettle  the  fucceflion  on  the 
houle  of  Hanover.  At  firft  the  import  of  it  was 
not  known  ;  but,  when  the  clerk,  in  reading  it, 
mentioned  the  princeis  Sophia,  the  whole  houfe 
was  kindled  into  a  flame.  Some  propofed  that  the 
overture  fhould  be  burned  :  others  moved  that  the 
earl  might  be  fent  prifoner  to  the  caftle  -,  and  a 
geneial  diifatisfaction  appeared  in  the  whole  afiem- 
bly.  Not  that  the  majority  in  parliament  were 
averfe  to  the  fucceflion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover : 
but  they  refolved  to  avoid  a  nomination  without 
ftipulating  conditions  •,  and  they  had  already  pro- 
vided, in  the  aft  of  fecurity,  that  it  mould  be 
high-treafon  to  own  any  peribn  as  king  or  queen 
after  her  majefty's  deceale,  until  he  or  me  mould 
take  the  coronation  oath,  and  accept  the  terms  of 
the  claim  of  right,  and  fuch  conditions  as  mould 
be  fettled  in  this  or  any  enfuing  parliament. 

Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  a  man  of  undaunt-  He  ;s  .m 
ed  courage  and  inflexible  integrity,  who  profefied  dangrrof  M* 
republican  principles,  and  feemed  defigned  by  na- l^^^' 
ture  as  a  member  of  forne  Grecian  commonwealth,  '°gu«  the 
after  having  obferved  that  the  nation  would  be  en-  Parhament- 
flaved,  fhould  it  fubmit,  either  willingly  or  by  com- 
miflion,  to  the  fuccefibr  of  England,  without  fuch 
conditions  of  government  as  fhould  fecure  them 
againft  the  influence  of  an  Englifh  miniftry,  offered 
the  draught  of  an  act,  importing,  That,  after  the 
deceafe  of  her  majeity,  without  heirs  of  her  body, 
no  perfon  being  fucceffor  to  the  Englifh  throne, 
fhould  fucceed  to  the  throne  of  Scotland,  but  un- 
der 
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iA.-c.  170?.  dej-  the  following  limitations,  which,  together  with 
the  coronation-oath  and  claim  of  right,  they  mould 
fwear  to  obferve  :  namely,  That  all  offices  and 
places,  civil  and  military,  as  well  as  penfions, 
mould  for  the  future  be. conferred  by  parliament  to 
be  chofen  at  every  Michaelmas  head-court,  to  fit 
on  the  firft  day  of  November,  and  adjourn  them- 
fclves  from  time  to  time,  till  the  enfuing  Michael- 
mas :  That  they  mould  chufe  their  own  prefident : 
That  a  committee  of  fix  and  thirty  members,  chofen 
out  of  the  whole  parliament,  without  diftinction  of 
eftates,  mould,  during  the  intervals  of  parliament, 
be  veiled  under  the  king,  with  the  adminiftration 
of  the  government,  act  as  his  council,  be  account- 
able to  parliament,  and  call  it  together  on  extraor- 
dinary occafions.  He  propofed  that  the  fucceffbr 
fhould  be  nominated  by  the  majority  ;  declaring  for 
himfelf,  that  he  would  rather  concur  in  nominating 
the  rnoft  rigid  papift  with  thofe  conditions,  than  the 
trueft  proteftant  without  them.  The  motion  was 
feconded  by  many  members;  and  though  poft 
poned  for  the  prefent,  in  favour  of  an  act  of  trade 
under  the  confederation  of  the  houfe,  it  was  after- 
wards rcfumed  with  great  warmth.  In  vain  the 
lord-treafurer  reprelented,  that  no  funds  were  as 
yet  provided  for  the  army,  and  moved  for  a  read- 
ing of  the  act  prefented  for  that  purpofe  :  a  cer- 
tain member  obferved,  that  this  was  a  very  un- 
feafonable  juncture  to  propofe  a  fupply,  when  the 
houfe  had  fo  much  to  do  for  the  fecirity  of  the  na- 
tion :  he  faid  they  had  very  little  encouragement 
to  grant  lupplies,  when  they  found  themfelves  fruf- 
trated  of  all  their  labour  and  expence  for  thefe  fe- 
veral  months  ;  and  when  the  whole  kingdom  faw 
that  fupplies  ferved  for  no  other  ufes  but  to  gratify 
the  avarice  of  fome  infatiable  ministers.  Mr. 
Fletcher  expatiated  upon  the  good  confluences 
that  would  ariie  from  the  act  which  he  had  pro- 
pofed. 
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pofed.  The  chancellor  anfwered,  That  fuch  an  A-c-  '?C3- 
aft  was  laying  a  fcheme  for  a  commonwealth,  and 
tending  to  innovate  the  constitution  of  the  mo- 
narchy. The  miniilry  propoied  the  Hate,  of  a  vote, 
whether  they  mould  firft  give  a  reading  to  Fletcher's 
act,  or  to  the  aft  of  fubfiiy.  The  country  party 
moved  that  the  queftion  might  be,  "  Overtures 
"  for  fubfidies,  or  overtures  for  liberty."  Fletcher 
withdrew  his  aft,  rather  than  people  mould  pervert 
the  meaning  of  laudable  defigns.  The  houfe  re- 
founded  with  the  cry  of,  "  Liberty  or  fubfidy." 
Bitter  invectives  were  uttered  againft  the  ruiniftry. 
One  member  faid  it  was  now  plain  the  nation  was 
to  expeft  no  other  return  for  their  expence  and  toil, 
than  that  of  being  loaded  with  afubfidy,  and  being 
obliged  to  bend  their  necks  under  the  yoke  of 
ilavery,  which  was  prepared  for  them  from  that 
throne :  another  obierved,  that  as  their  liberties 
were  fupprefied,  fo  the  privileges  of  parliament 
were  like  to  be  torn  from  them  -,  but  that  he  would 
venture  his  life  in  defence  of  his  birth -right,  and 
rather  die  a  free  man  than  live  a  flave.  When  the 
vote  was  demanded,  and  declined  by  the  commil- 
fioner,  the  earl  of  Roxburgh  declared,  that  if  there 
was  no  other  way  of  obtaining  fo  natural  and  un- 
deniable a  privilege  of  parliament,  they  would  de- 
mand it  with  their  fwords  in  their  hands.  The 
commirTioner  forfeeeing  this  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
contradiction,  had  ordered  the  foot- guards  to  be  in 
readinefs,  and  placed  a  ftrong  guard  upon  the 
eaftern  gate  of  the  city.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
precautions,  he  ran  the  rifque  of  being  torn  in 
pieces ;  and,  in  this  apprehenfion,  ordered  the 
chanrelk)r  to  inform  the  houfe,  that  the  parliament 
mould  proceed  upon  overtures  for  liberty  at  their 
next  fitting.  This  promife  allayed  the  ferment, 
.which  had  begun  to  rile.  Next  day  the  members 
prepared  an'overture,  implying,  That  tire  elective  . 

members 
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A  c.  1703.  members  fhould  be  chofen  for  every  feat  at  the 
Michaelmas  head-courts :  That  a  parliament  mould 
be  held  once  in  two  years  at  leaft  :  That  the  fhort 
adjournments  de  die  in  diem,  mould  be  made  by 
the  parliaments  themfelves,  as  in  England  -,  and, 
That  no  officer  in  the  army,  cuftoms,  or  excife, 
nor  any  gratuitous  penfioner,  mould  fit  as  an  elec- 
tive member.  The  commiffioner  being  apprifed 
of  their  proceedings,  called  for  fuch  acts  as  he  was 
impowered  to  pats,  and  having  given  the  royal  af- 
fent  to  them,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
twelfth  day  of  October  -f .  Such  was  the  itfue  of 
this  remarkable  leflion  of  the  Scottifh  parliament, 
in  which  the  duke  of  Queenfbeny  was  abandoned 
by  the  greateft  part  of  the  miniftry ;  and  fuch  a 
fpiri t  of  ferocity  and  oppofition  prevailed,  as  threat- 
ened the  whole  kingdom  with  civil  war  and  con- 
fufion.  The  queen  conferred  titles  upon  thofe  £ 
who  appeared  to  have  influence  in  the  nation,  and 
attachment  to  her  government,  and  revived  the 
order  of  the  Thiftle,  which  the  late  king  had  drop- 
ped. 

•f  Though  the  quren  tt fured  to  pafs  hibition  to  grart  any  other  comiriflion 

the  aft  of  fecurity,  the  royal  afieat  was  for  that   purpofe  without    con  font  of 

granted  to  an  aft  of  limitation  on  the  parliament ;  and  no  fupply  having  been 

fucceflbr,    in   w})Kh  it  was  declared,  provided  before  the  adjournment,  the 

fhat  no  king  or   queen  of  Scotland  army  and  expence  of  government  were 

fhould  have   power  to  make  war  or  maintained  upon  credit, 
peace  wi'hout  confent  of  parliament.          J  The  marquis  of  AthoJ,  and  die 

Another  law  was   enafled,    allowing  marquis  of  Douglas,  though  a  minor, 

French  wines  and  other  liqucrs  to  be  were  created  dukes  ;    lord  Tarbat  was 

impoited  in  neutral  bottoms.  Without  invefttd  with  the  title  of  earl  of  Cio- 

this  expedient,  it  was   alleHg^d,  that  marty  j  the  vifcountsof  Siair  andRofe- 

the  revenue  would  have  been  infufliri-  berry  wcr*  promoied  to  the  fnme  dig- 

ent  to  maintain  the  government.     An  nity.      Lord  Boyle  was  orated  tail  of 

act   pafled  in  Javour   of  the   company  GJa^ow  5   James  Stuart  o(  Bute,  earl 

trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies  j  an-  of  Bute  ;  diaries  Ho;.e  ot  Hoptoun, 

other  for  a  commirTion  toncerr.i.-:?;  the  earl  ot"   Hoj  toun  j  John  Crawford  of 

public  accounts  ;  a  third  f<  r  punifbing  Kilbirnie   vifcotint  ofGarnock}  and 

llanderous  fpeeches  andwritings.  The  Sir  James  I'rimrole    of    Carr.ngtoa, 

f.ommiflion  fur  treating  of  an  umVn  vifcount  of  Piirr.rofe. 
•*ith  England  was  vacated, with  a  pw-" 

Irelan 
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Ireland  was  filled  with  difcontent,  by  the  be-  A- c-  wi* 
haviour  and  conduct  of  the  truftees  for  the  forfeited  Proceeding! 
cilates.  The  earl  of  Rochefter  had  contributed  to 
foment  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom,  by  encourag- 
ing the  factions  which  had  been  imported  from 
England.  The  duke  of  Ormond  was  received  with 
open  arms,  as  heir  to  the  virtues  of  his  anceftors, 
who  had  been  the  bulwarks  of  the  proteflant  in- 
tereft  in  Ireland.  He  opened  the  parliament  on 
the  twenty-firft  day  of  September,  with  a  fpeech 
to  both  houfes,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  his  in- 
clination, his  intereft,  and  the  examples  of  his 
progenitors,  were  indiipenfible  obligations  upon 
him,  to  improve  every  opportunity  to  the  advan  - 
tage  and  profperity  of  his  native  country.  The 
commons  having  chofen^  Allen  Broderick  to  be 
their  fpeaker,  proceeded  to  draw  up  very  affection- 
ate addrefies  to  the  queen  and  the  lord  lieutenant. 
In  that  to  the  queen  they  complained,  that  their 
enemies  had  miirepreiented  them,  as  defirous  of 
being  independent  of  the  crown  of  England  :  they 
therefore,  to  vindicate  themlelves  from  fuch  falfe 
afperfions,  declared  and  acknowledged,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  was  annexed  and  united  to 
the  imperial  crown  of  England.  In  order  to  ex- 
prefs  their  hatred  of  the  truilees,  they  refolved, 
That  all  the  proteilant  freeholders  of  that  kingdom 
had  been  faliely  and  malicioufly  milrepreiented, 
traduced,  and  abufed,  in  a  book  intituled,  "The 
"  report  of  the  commifiloners  appointed  to  inquire 
"  into  the  Irilh  forfeitures  j"  and  it  appearing  that 
Francis  Annefley  member  of  the  houle,  John 
Trenchard,  Henry  Langford,  and  James  Hamil- 
ton, were  authors  of  that  book,  they  further  re- 
iblved,  That  they  had  fcandaloufly  and  malicioufly 
mifreprefented  and  traduced  the  protefrant  free- 
holders of  that  kingdom,  and  endeavoured  to  create 
&  raifunderitanding  and  jealoufy  between  the  people 

of 
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A-C.  .703-  of  England   and  the  proteftants  of  Ireland.     An- 
nefley  \\as  expelled  the  houfe,  Hamilton  was  dead, 
=•        and  Trenchard  had   returned  to  England.     They-' 
had  rmifned  the  inquiry  befoie  the  meeting  of  this- 
pa  1  iament  ;  and  ibid,   at  an  under  value,  the  beft 
of  the  forfeited  eilates  to  the  fword-blade  company 
of  England,  who,  in  a  petition  to  the  irilh  parlia- 
ment, prayed,    that   heads     of  a   bill   might   be 
brought  in  for  enabling  them  to  take  conveyances 
of  lands  in  Ireland  :  but  the  parliament  was  very 
little  difpofed  to  confirm  the  bargains  of  the  truf- 
tees,  and  the  petition  lay  neglected  on  the  table. 
The  houfe  expelled  John  Afgil,  who,  as  agent  to 
the  iword-blade   company,    had  offered    to   lend 
money  to  the  public  in  Ireland,  on  condition  that 
the  parliament  would   p+iz  an  aft  to  confirm  the 
company's  purchafe  of  the  forfeited  eftates.     His 
conftituents  difowned  his  propofal;  and,  when  he 
was  lummoned  to  appear  before  the  houfe,  and  an- 
fwer  for  his  prevarication,  he  pleaded  his  privilege 
as  member  of  the  Englim  parliament.     The  com- 
mons, in   a  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  and  griev- 
ances of  the  nation,  gave   her  majefty  to  under- 
hand, that  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  had  been  of 
late  greatly  fhaken;    and    their   lives,    liberties, 
and  eitates,  called  in  queftion,  and  tried  in  a  man- 
ner unknown  to  their  anceftors  :  that  the  expence 
to  which  they  had  been  unneceflarily  expofed  by 
the  late  truftees  for  the  forfeited  eftates,  in  defend- 
ing their  juft   rights  and  titles,  had  exceeded  in 
value  the  current  cafh  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  their 
trade  was  decayed,   their   money  exhaufted  ;  and 
that  they  were  hindered   from  maintaining  their 
own  manufactures :  that  many  proteftant  families 
had  been  conftrained  to  quit  the  kingdom,  in  order 
to  earn   a  livelihood  in  foreign  countries  :  that  the 
want  of  frequent  parliaments  in  Ireland  had  encou- 
raged  evil  minded  men  to   opprefs  the  fubject : 

that 
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that  many  civil  officers  had  acquired  g'eat  for- A-C-1753- 
tunes  in  that  impoverifhed  country,  by  the  exercife 
of  corruption  and  opprefiiori :  that  others,  in  con- 
fiderable.  employments,  refrded  in  another  king- 
dom, neglecting  perfonal  attendance  on  their  duty, 
while  their  offices  were  ill  executed,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  public,  and  the  failure  of  juftice.  They 
declared,  that  it  was  from  her  majeity's  gracious 
interpofition  alone,  that  they  propofed  to  them- 
felves  relief  from  thofe  their  manifold  groans  and 
misfortunes.  The  commons  afterwards  voted  the 
neceiTary  fupplies,  and  granted  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  to  make  good  the  deficiencies 
of  the  necefiary  branches  of  the  eftablifhment. 

They  appointed  acommittee  to  infpect  the  pub-  TheyPafi« 
lie  accounts,  by  which  they  dilcovered,  that  above  fc^J!ft*ft 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  falfely 
charged  as  a  debt  upon  the  nation.  The  com- 
mittee was  thanked  by  thehoufe  for  having  faved 
this  fum,  and  ordered  to  examine  what  perfons 
were  concerned  in  fuch  a  mifreprefentation,  which 
was  generally  imputed  to  thole  who  acted  under 
the  duke  of  Ormond.  He  himfelf  was  a  noble- 
man of  honour  and  generality,  addicted  to  plea- 
lure,  and  fond  of  popular  applaule :  but  he  was 
furrounded  by  people  of  more  iordid  principles, 
who  had  ingratiated  themfelves  into  his  confidence 
by  the  arts  of  adulation.  The  commons  voted  a 
provifion  for  the  half-pay  officers  •,  and  abolifhed 
penfions  to  the  amount  of  feventeen  thoufcnd 
pounds  a  year,  as  unneceffary  branches  of  the  efta- 
blimment. They  parTed  an  act  fettling  the  fuc- 
cellion  of  the  crown  after  the  pattern  fet  them  by 
England  :  but  the  moft  important  tranfaction  of 
this  feffion  was  a  ievere  bill  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  popery.  It  bore  a  fbrong  affinity  to  that  which 
had  pafled  three  years  before  in  England  -,  but  con- 
tained more  effectual  claufes.  Among  others,  it 
8  enacted, 
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A.  c.  1703.  enacted,  That  all  eftates  of  papifts  fhould  be 
equally  divided  among  the  children,  notw'ith- 
ftanding  any  fettlement  to  the  contrary,  unlefs  the 
perfons  to  whom  they  might  be  fettled,  mould 
qualify  themfelves  by  taking  the  oaths,  and  com- 
municating with  the  church  of  England.  The 
bill  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  miniftry  in  Eng- 
land, who  expected  large  prefents  from  the  papifts, 
by  whom  a  confiderable  fum  had  been  actually  raifed 
for  this  purpofe.  But,  as  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  reject  fuch  a  bill  while  the  Englim  parliament 
•was  fitting,  they  added  a  clanfe  which  they  hoped 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  would  refufe  ;  namely, 
that  no  perfons  in  that  kingdom  fhould  be  capable 
of  any  employment,  or  of  being  in  the  magi- 
ftracy  of  any  city,  who  did  not  qualify  themfelves 
by  receiving  the  facrament,  according  to  the  teft- 
act  patted  in  England.  Though  this  was  certainly 
a  great  hardmip  on  the  diffenters,  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  facrificed  this  confideration  to  their  com- 
mon iecurity  againft  the  Roman  catholics,  and  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  without  hefitation.  This 
affair  being  difcufled,  the  commons  of  Ireland  paf- 
fed  a  vote  againft  a  book  intituled,  "Memoirs  of 
"  the  late  king  James  II."  as  a  feditious  libel. 
They  ordered  it  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman  -t  and  the  bookfeller  and  printer 
to  be  profecuted.  When  this  motion  was  made, 
a  member  informed  the  houfe,  that  in  the  county 
of  Limerick  the  Irifh  papifts  had  begun  to  form 
themfelves  into  bodies,  to  plunder  the  proteftants 
of  their  arms  and  money,  and  to  maintain  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  difTaffected  in  England.  The 
houfe  immediately  refolved,  That  the  papifts  of 
the  kingdom  ftill  retained  hopes  of  the  acceffion 
of  the  perfon  known  by  the  name  of  the  prince  of 
"Wales  in  the  life-time  of  tl\e  late  king  James, 
and  now  by  the  name  of  James  III.  In  the  midft 

of 
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of  this  zeal  againft  popery  and  the  pretender,  they  A  c-  «7°3* 
were  iuddenly  adjourned  by  command  of  the  lord- 
Hcutenant,  and  broke  up  in  great  animofny  againfl 
that  nobleman  -f. 

The  attention  of  the  Englifh  miniftry  had 
for  fome  time  chiefly  engroffed  by  the  affairs  of  the 
continent.  The  emperor  agreed  with  the  allies,  im^rLiift 
that  his  fon  the  archduke  Charles  mould  refume  the at  Scard»- 
title  of  king  of  Spain,  demand  the  infanta  of  Por ••  S 
tugal  in  marriage,  and  undertake  Ibmething  of  iM-'-Q 
portance,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  maritime  powers. 
Mr.  Methuen,  the  Englifh  minifter  at  Lifbon, 
had  already  made  fome  progrefs  in  a  treaty  with 
his  Portuguefe  majefty ;  and  the  court  of  Vienna 
promiled  to  fend  fuch  an  army  into  the  field,  as 
would  in  a  little  time  drive  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
from  his  dominions.  But  they  were  fo  dilatory  in 
their  preparations,  that  the  French  king  broke  all 
their  meafures,  by  lending  powerful  reinforce- 
ments to  the  elector,  in  whofe  ability  and  attach- 
ment Lewis  repofed  great  confidence.  Marcchal 
Villars,  who  commanded  an  a.my  of  thirty  rhou- 
fand  men  at  Strafburg,  parTed  the  Rhine,  and  re- 
duced fort  Kehl,  the  garrilon  of  which  was  con- 
ducted to  Philipfburgh.  The  emperor,  alarmed 
at  this  event,  ordered  count  Schlick  to  enter  Ba- 
varia on  the  fide  of  Salts hurg,  with  a  confiderabie 
body  of  forces ;  and  fent  another  under  count 
Stirum,  to  invade  the  fame  electorate  by  the  way 
of  Newmark,  which  was  furrendered  <:o  him,  after 
he  had  routed  a  party  of  Bavarians :  the  city  of 
Amberg  met  with  the  fame  fate.  Mean  while: 

•f- They  had,  befides  the  lulls  already  coming  into  the  k:ngdrm  :  a  fourth 

incntioned,  paffed  an  a£t  for  an  atldi-  fecuring  the  liixrty  of  thel'ubjctt,  and 

tional   excife  on  beer,  ale,  and   <>ther  for  preventing  --f  imprifonrnent  beyond 

liquors:  anothei  encourag'n^  t]*e  im-  feaj  :   An.H  a  fifth  tor  naturalizing  ail 

portation  of  iron  and  ft:vts:    jthrd  proteftant  ftrtngers, 
fcf  preventing    popifli    pncfts    from 

N°.  87,  Y  count 
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A.  0.1703.  count  Schlick  defeated  a  body  of  militia  that  de- 
fended the  lines  of  Salrfburg,  and  made  himtelf 
mafter  of  Riedt,  and  feveral  other  places.       The 
elector  afifembling  his  forces  near  Brenau,  difTuied 
a  report  that  he  intended  to  befiege  Pafiau,  to 
cover   which    place    Schlick    advanced  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  infantry,   leaving  behind  his 
cavalry  and  cannon.     The  elector,  having  by  this 
feint  divided  the  Imperialifts,  pafied  the  bridge  of 
Scardigen  with  twelve  thoufand  men,  and,  after  an 
obftinate  engagement,  compelled  the  Imperialifts 
to  abandon  the  field  of  battle ;  then  he  marched 
againft  the  Saxon  troops  which  guarded  the  artil- 
lery,  and   attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  they  were   intirely  defeated.      In  a  few  days 
after  thefe  actions,  he  took  Newburg  on  the  Inn 
by  capitulation.      He  obtained  another  advantage 
over  an   advanced  poft  of  the  Imperialifts  near 
Burgenfeldt,  commanded  by  the  young  prince  of 
Brandenburg  Anfpach,  who  was   mortally  wound- 
ed in  the  engagement.     He  advanced  toRatifbon-, 
where  the  diet  of  the  empire  was  aftembled,  and 
demanded  that   he  mould  be  immediately  put  in 
poffeflion  of  the  bridge  and  gate  of  the  city.     The 
burghers   immediately  took   to   their   arms,   and 
planted  cannon  on  the  ramparts ;  but,  when  they 
law  a  battery  erected  againft  them,  and  the  elector 
determined  ta  bombard  the  place,,  they  thought 
proper  to  capitulate,    and   comply  with   his  de- 
mands.    He  took   pofTefiion  of  the  town  on  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  and  figned  an  inftrument  oblig- 
ing himielf   to  withdraw  his   troops,  as   foon  as 
the  emperor  mould  ratify  the  diet's  refolution  for 
the  neutrality  of  Ratifbon.  Marechal  Villars  having 
received  orders  to  join  the  elector  at  all  events,  and 
being  reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops  under  count 
Tallard,  relblved  to  break  through  the  lines  which 
the  prince  of  Baden  had  made  at  btolhoffen.    Thrs 

general 
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general  had  been  luckily  joined  by  eight  Dutch  *  c-  '7°3« 
battalions,  and  received  the  French  arnVy,  though 
double  his  number,  with  fuch  obitinate  reiblution, 
that  Vi ilars  was  obliged  to  retreat  with  great  lofs, 
and  directed  his  roiue  towards  Offingen.  Never- 
thelels,  he  penetrated  through  the  Black -Fcffc'ff, 
and  effected  a  junction  with  the  ejector:  Count 
Stirum  endeavoured  to  join  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  ; 
but  being  attacked  near  Schwemmingen,  retired 
under  the  cannon  of  Nortlingen. 

The  confederates  were  more  fuccefsful  on  the  The  a!i:e» 
Lower  Rhine  and  in  the  Netherlands.  The  dukerf!uce 
of  Marl  borough  cro  fled  the  fea  in  the  beginning 
of  April,  and  aflembling  the  aliied  army,  relblved, 
that  the  campaign  fhould  be  begun  with  the  fiege 
of  Bonne,  which  was  accordingly  inverted  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April.  Three  different  at- 
tacks were  carried  on  again  it  this  place  -,  one  by 
the  hereditary  prince  of  HefTe-Cafk:!  -,  another  by 
the  celebrated  Coehorn  ;  and  a  third  by  the  lieu*- 
tenant-general  Fagel.  The  garriibn  defended 
themfdves  vigoroully  till  the  fourteenth  of  May, 
when  the  fort  having  been  taken  by  affault,  and 
the  breaches  practicable,  the  marquis  d'Alegre 
the  governor,  ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat  -,  hoftages 
were  immediately  exchanged  ;  on  the  fixteenth  the 
capitulation  was  fignedi  and  in  three  days  the 
garriibn  evacuated  the  place,  in  order  to  be  con- 
ducted to  Luxemburg.  During  the  fiege  of  Bonne, 
the  marechals  Boufflers  and  Vilieroy  advanced  with 
an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men  towards  Tongeren; 
and  the  confederate  army  commanded  by  Ovtrkirk 
was  obliged  at  their  approach  to  retreat  under  the 
cannon  of  Maeitricht.  The  enemy  having  taken 
poflefiion  of  Tongeren,  made  a  motion  againit  the 
confederate  army,  which  they  found  already  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle,  and  fo  advantageoufly  poit- 
ed,  that,  notwithstanding  their  great  iuperiority 
Y  2  in 
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.A.  c.  1703.  in  point  of  number,  they  would  not  hazard  an 
attack  ;  but  retired  to  the  ground  from  whence 
they  had  advanced.  Immediately  after  th^  reduc- 
tion of  Bonne,  the  duke  of  Maribcrough,  who 
had  been  preient  at  the  fiege,  returned  to  the  con- 
federate army  in  the  Netherlands,  now  amounting 
to  one  hundred  and  thirty  fquadrons,  and  fifty- nine 
battalions.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  the 
ckike  having  pafied  the  river  Jecker,  in  order  to 
give  battle  to  the  enemy,  they  marched  with  pre- 
cipitation to  Boekwern,  and  abandoned  Tongeren, 
after  having  blown  up  the  walls  of  the  place  with 
gun-powder.  '1  he  duke  continued  to  follow  them 
to  Thys,  where  he  encamped,  while  they  retreated 
to  Kannye,  retiring  as  he  advanced.  Then  he 
relblved  to  force  their  lines  •,  and  this  fervice  was 
effectually  performed  by  Cochorn,  at  the  point  of 
Callo,  and  by  baron  Spaar  in  the  county  of  Waes, 
near  Stoken.  The  duke  had  formed  the  defign 
.of  reduc'iHg  Antwerp,  which  was  garrifoned  by 
Spanifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis 
de  Bedmar.  He  intended  with  the  grand  army 
to  attack  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  fide  of  Louvaine 
and  Mechlin,  while  he  detached  Coehorn  with  his 
flying  camp  on  the  right  of  the  Scheld,  towards 
Dutch  Flanders,  to  amufe  the  marquis  de  Bedmar 
on  that  fide  ;  and  he  ordered  the  baron  Opdam, 
with  twelve  thoufand  men,  to  take  poft  between 
'Eckeren  and  Capelle  near  Antwerp,  that  he  might 
act  againft  that  part  of  the  lines  which  was  guard- 
ed by  the  Spaniih  forces. 

Battle  rf  ^  ne  French  generals,  in  order  to  fruftrare  the 
Eckeren.  fcheme  of  Marlborough,  rcfolved  to  cut  off  the 
r<rfeat  or  Opdam.  BoufHc'rs,  with  a  detachment 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  from  Villcroy's  army,  iur- 
priled  him  at  Eckeren,  where  the  Dutch  were  put 
in  diicrdcr ;  and  Opdam  believing  all  was  loft,  fled 
to  Breda.  Nevenheicis,  the  troops  rallying  under 
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general  Schlangenburg,  maintained  their  ground  A-c-  J7°3- 
with  the  moft  obflinate  valour,  till  night,  \vhen 
the  enemy  was  obliged  to  retire,  and  left  the  com- 
munication free  with  fort  Lillo,  to  which  place 
the  confederates  marched  without  further  molelta- 
tion,  having  loft  about  fifteen  hm.dred  men  in  the 
engagement.  The  damage  fuftained  by  the  French 
was  more  confiderable.  They  were  fruftrated  in 
their  defign,  and  had  actually  abandoned  the  field 
of  battle  i  yet  Lewis  ordered  Te  Deum  to  be  fung 
for  the  victory :  neverthelefs,  Boufflers  was  cen- 
fured  for  his  conduct  on  this  occafion,  and  in  a 
little  time  totally  difgraced.  Opdam  prefented  a 
juftifi cation  of  his  conduct  to  the  ftates- general ; 
but  by  this  overfight  forfeited  the  fruits  of  a  long 
fervice,  during  which  he  had  exhibited  repeated 
proofs  of  courage,  zeal,  and  capacity.  The  ftates 
honoured  Schlangenburg  with  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
the  valour  and  (kill  he  had  manifefted  in  this  en- 
gagement ;  but,  in  a  little  time  .they  difmiffed 
him  from  his  employment,  on  account  of  h'is  hav- 
ing given  umbrage  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
by  cenfuring  his  grace  for  expofing  fuch  a  iinall 
number  of  men  to  this  difafter.  After  this  action 
Villeroy,  who  lay  encamped  near  St.  Job,  declared 
he  would  wait  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
forthwith  advanced  to  Hcogftraat  with  a  view  to 
give  him  battle  :  but,  at  his  approach,  the  French 
general  fetting  fire  to  his  camp,  retired  within  his 
lines  with  great  precipitation.  Then  the  duke  in- 
vefted  Huy,  the  garriibn  of  which,  after  a  vigo- 
rous defence,  furrrnderecl  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  on  the  twenty- feventh  day  of  Auguft.  At  a 
council  of  war  held  in  the  camp  of  the  confede- 
rates, the  duke  propofed  to  attack  the  enemy's 
lines  between  the  Mehaigne  and  Leuwe,  and  was 
feconded  hy  the  Danifh,  Hanoverian,  and  Heffian 
generals  i  but  the  fcheme  was  oppoled  by  the 
Y  3  Dutch 


326  HISTORY  or  ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1703.  jxitch  officers  and  the  deputies  of  the  ftates, 

alledged  that  the  fuccefs  was  dubious,  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  forcing  the  lines  inconfidc  cable.  They 
therefore  recommended  the  fiege  of  Limburg,  by 
the  reduction  of  which  they  would  acquire  a  whole 
province,  and  cover  their  own  country,  as  well  as 
Juliers  and  Gueldres,  from  the  defigns  of  the  ene- 
my.    The  fiege  of  Limburg  was  accordingly  un- 
dertaken.    The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  five 
and  twentieth  day  of  September,  and  in  two  days 
the  place  was  furrendered  -,  the  garrifon  remaining 
prifoners  of  war.     By  this  conqueil   the  allies  fe- 
cured  the  country  of  Liege,  and  the  electorate  of 
Cologne,  from  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  -,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  they  remained  matters 
of  the  whole  Spanifh  Guelderland,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  Gueldres,  which  furrendered  on  the  feven- 
teenth  day  of  September,  after  having   been  long 
blockaded,  bombarded,  and  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
afhes,  by  the  PruMian  general  Lottom.     Such  was 
the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands,  which  in  all  pro- 
bability would  have  produced  events  of  greater  im- 
portance, had  not  the  duke  of  Marlborough  been 
reftricted  by  the  deputies  of  the  dates-general,  who 
began  to  be  influenced  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Lou- 
vettein  faction,  ever  averfe  to  a  fingle  dictator. 
Ti.t  rrmce       The  French  king  redoubled  his  efforts  in  Ger- 
defvlShy  niany.     The  duke  of  Vendome  was  ordered  to 
the  i-n-r.ch  march  from  the  Milanefe  to  Tyrol,  and   there  join 
ha2.Ut"      the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  had  already  made  him- 
ft-lf  matter  of  Infpruck.     But  the  boors  riPmg  in 
arms,   drove    him  out  of  the  country  before  he 
could    be    joined  by    the   French    general,   who 
was  therefore  obliged  to  return  to  the  Milanefe. 
The  Imperialifts  in  Italy  were  fo  ill  fuppiied    by 
the    court  of  Vienna,    that  they  could  not  pre- 
tend to  act  offenfively.     The  French  invefted  Otti- 
glia,  which,  however,  they  could  not  reduce :  bvf. 
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the  fortrefs  of  Barfillo,  in  the  dutchy  of  Reg-  A- c-  »7<>j. 
gio,  capitulating  after  a  long  blockade,  they 
took  pofleflion  of  the-  duke  of  Modena's  country. 
The  elector  of  Bavaria  rejoining  Villars,  refolved 
to  attack  count  Stirum,  whom  prince  Lewis  of 
Baden  Had  detached  from  his  army.  With  this 
view  they  pafied  the  Danube  at  Donawert,  and 
difcharged  fix  guns  as  a  fignal  for  the  marquis 
D'Uffon,  whom  they  had  left  in  the  camp  at  Lav- 
ingen,  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  Imperialists, 
while  they  mould  charge  them  in  the  front.  Stirum 
no  fooner  perceived  the  fignal,  than  he  guefled  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  and  inftantly  refolved  to 
atrack  D'OlTon  before  the  elector  and  the  mare- 
chal  mould  advance.  He  accordingly  charged  him 
at  the  head  of  fome  felecl:  fquadrons,  with  fuch  im- 
petuofity  that  the  French  cavalry  was  totally  de- 
feated :,  and  all  his  infantry  would  have  been  killed 
and  taken,  had  not  the  elector  and  Villars  come 
up  in  time  to  turn  the  fate  of  the  battle,  which 
continued  from  fix  in  the  morning  to  four  in  the 
afternoon,  when  Stirum  being  overpowered  by 
numbers,  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  Norlingen  with 
the  lols  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  all  his  bag- 
gage and  artillery.  In  the  -mean  time,  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  aflifted  by  Tailard,  undertook  the 
fiege  of  Old  Brifac,  with  a  prodigious  train  of  ar- 
tillery. The  place  was  very  ftrongly  fortified, 
though  the  garriion  was  fmall  and  ill  provided  with 
iieeeflari'-s.  Jn  fourteen  days,  the  governor  fur- 
rendered  the  place,  and  was  condemned  to  lofe  his 
head  for  having  made  fuch  a  ilender  defence.  The 
duke  of  Burgundy  returned  in  triumph  to  Verfailles, 
and  Tailard  was  ordered  to  inveft  Landau.  The 
prince  of  HciTe-Caffel  being  detached  from  the 
Netherlands  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  joined  the 
eount  of  NaiTau-Welburg  general  of  the  Palatine 
forces,  near  Spires,  where  they  refolved  to  attack 
Y  4  the 
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A.c.  1703.  t]ie  French  in  their  lines.  But  by  this  time  mon- 
fieur  Pracontal  with  ten  thouiand  men  had  joined 
Talla  d,  and  enabled  him  to  ftrike  a  ttroke  which 
proved  decifive.  He  iuddeniy  quitted  his  lines, 
and  furprifcd  the  prince  at  Spirebach,  where  the 
French  obtained  a  complete  victory,  after  a  very 
obftinate  engagement,  in  which  the  prince  of  Hefie 
diftlnguifhed  himfelf  by  uncommon  marks  of  cou- 
rage ancl  preience  of  mind.  Three  horfes  were 
fucccfTively  killed  under  him,  and  he  flew  a  French 
officer  with  his  own  hand.  After  incredible  ef- 
forts, he  was  obliged  to  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  fome 
thoufands.  The  French  payed  dear  for  their  vic- 
tory, Pracontal  having  been  (lain  in  the  aft/on. 
Nevertheless,  they  relumed  the  fiegc,  and  the  place 
was  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The  campaign 
in  Germany  was  finifhed  with  the  reduction  of 
Augfburg  by  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  took  it 
in  the  month  of  December,  and  agreed  to  its  being 
fecured  by  a  French  garrifon. 

tweSthe"  Tne  emperor's  affairs  at  this  juncture  wore  a 
emperor  and  very  unpromifing  afpect.  The  Hungarians  were 
ofVa"  oy.  fleeced  and  barbaroufly  opprefled  by  thofe  to  whom 
he  intruded  the  government  of  their  country. 
They  derived  courage  from  defpair.  They  feized 
this  opportunity,  when  the  emperor's  forces  were 
divided,  and  his  councils  detracted,  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  defence  of  their  liberties.  They  ran  to 
arms  under  the  aufpices  of  prince  Ragotzki.  They 
demanded  that  their  grievances  mould  be  redrefled, 
and  their  privileges  reftored.  Their  refentment 
was  kept  up  by  the  emiffaries  of  France  and  Bava- 
ria, ^Yno  likewife  encouraged  them  to  perfevere  in 
their  revolt,  by  repeated  promifes  of  protection 
and  affiitance.  The  emperor's  prolpect,  however, 
was  loon  mended,  by  two  incidents  of  very  great 
confequence  tn  his  intereft.  The  duke  of  Savoy 
forefceing  how  much  he  would  lie  expofed  to  the 
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tnercy  of  the  French  king,  fhould  that  monarch  A- c>  '7C> 
become  matter  of  the  Milanefe,  engaged1  in  a  ie- 
cret  negotiation  with  the  emperor,  which,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  caution,  was  diicovered  by  the 
court  of  Verfailles.  Lewis  immediately  ordered 
the  duke  of  Vendome  to  difarm  the  troops  of  Sa- 
voy that  were  in  his  army,  to  the  number  of  two 
and  twenty  thoufand  men :  to  infift  upon  the  duke's 
putting  him  in  poffefiion  of  four  coniiderable  for- 
trefles ;  and  demand  that  the  number  of  his  troops 
mould  be  reduced  to  the  eftablifhment  ftipulated 
in  the  treaty  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
ninety-fix.  The  duke,  exafperated  at  thefe  infults, 
ordered  the  French  ambafiador,  and  fever al  officers 
of  the  fame  nation,  to  be  arrefted  •,  and  Lewis  en- 
deavoured to  intimidate  him  by  a  menacing  letter, 
in  which  he  gave  him  to  understand,  that  fmce  nei- 
ther religion,  honour,  intereft,  nor  alliances,  had 
been  able  to  influence  his  conduct,  the  duke  of 
Vendome  mould  make  known  the  intentions  of  the 
French  monarch,  and  allow  him  four  and  twenty 
hours  to  deliberate  on  the  meafures  he  fhould  pur- 
fue.  This  letter  was  anfwered  by  a  manifefto  :  in 
the  mean  time  the  duke  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
court  of  Vienna ;  acknowledged  the  archduke 
Charles  as  king  of  Spain  ;  and  lent  envoys  to  Eng- 
lanc^  and  Holland.  Queen  Anne  knowing  his  im- 
portance, as  well  as  his  felfifh  difpofition,  allured 
him  of  her  friendmip  and  afliftance ;  and  both  me 
and  the  ftates  fent  ambafladors  to  Turin.  He  was 
immediately  joined  by  a  body  of  Imperial  horfe  un- 
der Vilconti,  and  afterwards  by  count  Staremberg, 
at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  with  whom 
he  marched  from  the  Modenefe  in  the  worft  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  through  an  enemy's  country,  and 
roads  that  were  deemed  impaflable,  while  the 
French  forces  harrafied  him  in  his  march,  and  even 
furrounded  him  in  many  different  places  on  the 
3  route. 
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*.c.  .703.  route.  He  furmounted  all  thefe  difficulties  with 
incredible  courage  and  perfeverance,  and  joined 
the  duke  of  Savoy  at  Canelli,  fo  as  to  fecure  the 
country  of  Piedmont.  The  other  incident  which 
proved  ib  favourable  to  the  Imperial  intereil,  was 
?i  treaty  by  which  the  king  of  Portugal  acceded  to 
the  grand  alliance,  tils  miniftry  perceived,  that 
fhould  Spain  be  once  united  to  the  crown  of  France, 
their  mailer  would  fit  very  iniecure  upon  his  throne. 
They  were  intimidated  by  the  united  fleets  of  the 
maritime  powers,  which  maintained  the  empire  of 
the  fea ;  and  they  were  allured  by  the  fplendor  of 
a  match  between  their  infanta  and  the  archduke 
Charles,  to  whom  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  the 
Romans  mould  transfer  all  their  pretenfions  to  the 
Spanilh  crown.  By  this  treaty,  concluded  at  Lif- 
bon,  between  the  emperor,  the  queen  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  the  flates-gene- 
ral,  it  was  ftipulated,  That  king  Charles  mould  be 
conveyed  to  Portugal  by  a  powerful  fleet,  having 
on  board  twelve  thoufand  foldiers,  with  a  great  iup- 
ply  of  money,  arms,  and  ammunition  :  and  that  he 
mould  be  joined  immediately  upon  his  landing, 
by  an  army  of  eight  and  twenty  thoufand  Portu- 
guefe. 

s^ioude.      xhe  confederates  reaped  very  little  advantage 

ftr-v  Shovel      -  ,  ,  r      \  •        c  .  • 

laiiswith    from  the  naval  operations  or  this  fummer.     Mr 
»  flm  to      George  Rooke  cruifed  in  the  channel,  in   ord^r 

fheM-di-  ,cs  r    T-  j  n         i 

ttir^.ean.  to  alarm  the  coait  or  France,  and  protect  the 
trade  of  England,  On  the  firft  day  of  July, 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  failed  from  St.  Helen's, 
with  the  combined  fquadrons  of  England  and 
Holland :  he  directed  his  courfe  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  being  reduced  to  great  difficulty  by 
want  01  water,  iteered  to  Altea  on  the  coaft  of  Va- 
lentia,  where  brigadier  Seymour  landed  and  en- 
camped with  five  and  twenty  hundred  marines. 
The  admiral  publifhed  a  Ihqrt  manifeflo,  fignir'y- 
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ing  that  he  was  not  come  to  difturb,  but  to  protect  A.C,  i7«3. 
the  good  fubjects  of  Spain,  who  fhould  fwear  alle- 
glance  to  their  lawful  monarch  the  archduke 
Charles,  and  endeavour  to  make  off  the  yoke  of 
Fiance.  This  declaration  produced  little  or  no 
effect;  and  the  fleet  being  watered,  failed  to  Leg- 
horn. One  defign  of  this  armament  was  to  afiift 
the  Cevennois,  who  had  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  been  perlecuted  into  a  revolt  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  and  implored  the  afliftance  of 
England  and  the  ftates-general.  The  admiral  de- 
tached two  mips  into  the  gulph  of  Narbonne,  with 
fome  refugees  and  French  pilots,  who  had  concert- 
ed fignals  with  the  Cevennois  •,  but  the  marechal 
de  Montrevil  having  received  intimation  of  their 
defign,  took  fuch  mealures  as  prevented  all  com- 
munication i  and  the  Englim  captains  having  re- 
peated their  fignals  to  no  purpofe,  rejoined  Sir 
Cloudefley  at  Leghorn.  This  admiral  having  re- 
newed the  peace  with  the  pyratical  ftates  ofBar- 
bary,  returned  to  England,  without  having  taken  one 
effectual  ftep  for  annoying  the  enemy,  or  attempt- 
ed any  tiling  that  looked  like  the  refult  of  a  con- 
certed fchems  for  that  purpofe.  The  nation  na- 
turally murmured  at  this  fruitlefs  expedition,  by 
which  it  had  incurred  fuch  a  confiderable  expence. 
The  merchants  complained  that  they  were  ill  fup- 
plied  with  convoys.  The  mips  of  war  were  vic- 
tualled with  damaged  provifion  ;  and  every  article 
of  the  marine  being  mifmanaged,  the  blame  fell 
upon  thofe  who  acted  as  council  to  the  lord  high- 
admiral. 

Nor  were  the  arms  of  England  by  fea  much  Adm;ral 
more  fuccefsful  in   the  Weil- Indies.      Sir  George  Graydon'« 
Rooke,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  detached  from  ^l^on 
the  Mediterranean  captain  Hovenden  Walker  with  rotheWeft 
fix  mips  of  the  line  and  tranfports,  having  on  board  Indl"' 
four  regiments  of  foldiers,  for  the  Lee\yard  iflands. 
^  Being 
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A.C.  i;t3.  Being  joined  at  Antigua  by  fome  troops  under  co- 
lonel Coddrington,  they  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
iQand  Guadaloupe,  where  they  razed  the  fort, 
burned  the  town,  ravaged  the  country,  and  reim- 
barked  with  precipitation,  in  confequence  of  a  re- 
port that  the  French  had  landed  nine  hundred  men 
on  the  back  of  the  ifland.  They  retired  to  Nevis, 
where  they  mud  have  perifhed  by  famine,  had  not 
they  been  providentially  relieved  by  vice-admiral 
Graydon,  in  his  way  to  Jamaica.  This  officer  had 
been  fent  out  with  three  mips  to  fucceed  Benbow, 
and  was  convoyed  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
leagues  by  two  other  (hips  of  the  line.  He  had  not 
failed  many  days,  when  he  fell  in  with  part  of  the 
French  fquadron,  commanded  by  Du  Caffe,  on 
their  return  from  the  Weft-Indies,  very  foul  and 
richly  laden.  Captain  Cltrland  of  the  Montague 
engaged  the  fternmoft  -,  but  he  was  called  off  by  a 
fignal  from  the  admiral,  who  proceeded  on  his 
voyage  without  taking  farther  notice  of  the  ene- 
my. When  he  arrived  at  Jamaica,  he  quarrelled 
\vith  the  principal  planters  of  the  ifland  ;  and  his 
fhips  beginning  to  be  crazy,  he  refolved  to  return 
to  England.  He  accordingly  failed  through  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  with  a  view  to  attack  the  French 
ac  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland  •,  but  his  mips  were 
difperied  in  a  fog  that  laded  thirty  days ;  and  after- 
wards the  council  of  war  which  he  convoked  were 
of  opinion,  that  he  could  not  attack  the  fettlement 
with  any  profpecl;  of  fuccefs.  At  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, thehoufe  of  lords  then  fitting  fet  on  foot  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct.  They  prefented  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  queen,  defiring  flie  would  remove  him 
from  his  employments  •,  and  he  was  accordingly 
difmiflfcd.  The  only  exploit  that  tended  to  the 
d;:trefs  of  the  enemy,  was  performed  by  rear-admi- 
ral Dilkes,  who,  in  the  month  of  July,  failed  to 
the  coalt  of  Fraace  with  a  fmall  fquadron :  and,  in 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Granville,  took  or  deftroyed  ^c- i~° 
about  forty  fhips  and  their  convoy.  Yet  this  da- 
mage was  inconfiderable  when  compared  to  that 
which  the  Englifh  navy  luftained  from  the  dread- 
ful tempeft  that  began  to  blow  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  November,  accompanied  with  fuch 
flames  of  lightning,  and  £ea!s  of  thunder,  as  over- 
whelmed the  whole  kingdom  with  confirmation. 
The  houfes  in  London  ihook  from  theirfoundations, 
and  fome  of  them  falling,  buried  the  inhabitants 
in  their  ruins.  The  water  overflowed  feveral  ftreets, 
and  rofe  to  a  confiderable  tide  in  Weftminfter-hall. 
London-bridge  was  almoft  ehoaked  up  with  the 
•wrecks  of  veflels  that  perifhed  in  the  river.  The 
lots  fuftained  by  the  capital  was  computed  at 
a  million  fterling  :  and  the  city  of  Briftcl  fuffered 
to  a  prodigious  amount :  but  the  chief  national  da- 
mage fell  upon  the  navy.  Thirteen  mips  of  war 
were  loft,  together  with  fifteen  hundred  fuimen, 
including  rear-admiral  Beaumont,  who  had  been 
employed  in  obferving  the  Dunkirk  iquadron,  and 
was  then  at  anchor  in  the  Downs,  ftfeene  his  ftiip 
foundered.  This  great  lofs,  however,  was  repa  ied 
with  incredible  diligence,  to  the  aftonimmcnt  of. 
all  Europe.  The  queen  immediately  ifiued  orders 
for  building  a  greater  number  of  (hips  than  that 
which  had  been  deftroyed;  and  me  exercifed  her. 
bounty  for  the  relief  of  the  fhipwrecked  teamen, 
and  the  widows  of  thofe  who  were  drowned,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  endeared  her  to  all  her  fub- 
jects. 

The   emperor   having  declared  his  fecond  fon  olmiw 
Charles  king  of  Spain,  that  young  prince  fet  out  $£?,»„" 
from  Vienna  to  Holland,    and  at  Dufleldorp  was rves  in 
vifited  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  w4io,  in  the  tnsland* 
name  of  his  miftrels,  congratulated  him  upon  his 
acceffion  to  the  crown  of  Spain.     Charles  received 
him  with  the  moft  obliging  cc.urtefy.  In  the  ccurfe 
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A.  0.1703.  of  their  converfation,  taking  off  his  (word,  he  prd- 
fcnted  it  to  the  Englifh  general,  with  a  very  gra- 
cious afpect,  faying,  in  the  French  language,  "  1  am 
"  not  alhamed  to  own  myfelf  a  poor  prince.  I  pofiefs 
46  nothing  but  my  cloak  and  fword  :  the  latter  may 
"  be  of  «le  to  your  grace  ;  and  1  hope  you  will  not 
"  think  itthe  worfe  for  my  wearing  it  oneday."  "  On 
"  the  contrary  (replied  the  duke)  it  will  always  put 
"  me  in  mind  of  your  majefty's  juft  right  and  title, 
*'  and  of  the  obligations  I  lie  under  to  hazard  my 
<c  life  in  making  you  the  greateft  prince  in  Chrif- 
<d  tendom."  This  nobleman  returned  to  England 
in  October  ;  and  king  Charles  embarking  for  the 
fame  kingdom,  under  convoy  of  an  Englifh  and 
Dutch  fquadron,  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  day  of  September.  There  he  was  received  by 
the  dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Marlborough,  who  con- 
ducted him  to  Windfor  ;  and  on  the  road  he  was 
met  by  prince  George  of  Denmark.  The  queen's 
deportment  towards  him  was  equally  noble  and 
obliging  ;  and  he  expreiTed  the  moft  profound  re^- 
fpect  and  veneration  for  this  illuftrious  princefs. 
He  fpoke  but  little  •,  yet  what  he  laid  was  judicious ; 
and  he  behaved  with  fuch  politenefs  and  affability 
as  conciliated  the  affection  of  the  Englifh  nobility* 
After  having  been  magnificently  entertained  for 
three  days,  he  returned  to  Portfmouth,  from 
whence,  on  the  fourth  of  January,  he  failed  for 
Portugal,  with  a  great  fleet  commanded  by  Sir 
George  Rooke,  having  on  board  a  body  of  land- 
forces  under  the  duke  of  Schomberg.  When  the 
admiral  had  almoft  reached  cape  Finiftre,  he  was 
driven  back  by  a  ftorm  to  Spithead,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  remain  till  the  middle  of  February. 
Then  being  favoured  with  a  fair  wind,  he  happily 
performed  the  voyage  to  Lifbon,  where  king 
Charles  was  received  with  great  fplendour,  though 
the  court  of  Portugal  was  overfpread  with  forrow, 
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excited  by  the  death  of  the  infanta,  whom  the  king  A- c-  '703 
of  Spain  intended  to  efpoufe.  In  Poland,  all 
hope  of  peace  feemed  to  vanilh.  The  cardinal- 
primate,  by  the  mitigation  of  the  Swedifti  king, 
whole  army  lay  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dantzick,  afiembled  a  diet  at  Warfaw,  which  fo- 
lemnly  depofed  Auguftus,  and  declared  the  throne 
vacant.  Their  intention  was  to  elect  young  So- 
bieiki,  fon  of  their  late  monarch,  who  refided  at 
Breflaw  in  Silefia  :  but  their  fcheme  was  anticipated 
by  Auguftus,  who  retired  haftily  into  his  Saxon 
dominions,  and  feizing  Sobiefki  with  his  brother, 
iecured  them  as  prifoners  atDrefden. 

When  the  parliament  met  in  October,  the  Thecom- 
queen  in  her  fpeech  took  notice  of  the  declaration  [£°nb';15eviy 
by  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  treaty  with  Portugal,  as  agabft 
circumftances  advantageous  to  the  alliance.  She  told  j^i 
them,  that  although  no  provifion  was  made  for  the 
expedition  to  Lifbon  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
land  forces,  the  fvmds  had  anfwered  fo  well,  and 
the  produce  of  prizes  being  fo  confiderable,  that 
the  public  had  not  run  in  debt  by  thofe  additional 
fervices :  that  me  had  contributed  out  of  her  own 
revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the  circle  of  Suabia,  whofe 
firm  adherence  to  the  intereft  of  the  allies  deferved 
her  feaibnable  afliftance  -,  and,  me  faid,  live  would 
not  engage  in  any  unneceflfary  expsnce  of  her  o\vn, 
that  me  might  have  the  more  to  fpare  towards  the 
eafe  of  her  fubjects.  She  recommended  difpatch 
and  union  ;  and,  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  avoid 
any  heats  or  divifions  that  might  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  common  enemies  of  the  church  and 
flate.  Notwithftanding  this  admonition,  and  the 
addrefles  of  both  houfes,  in  which  they  promifed  to 
avoid  all  diviilons,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  houie 
of  commons  for  renewing  the  bill  againlt  occa- 
fional  conformity  -,  and  carried  by  a  great  majo- 
rity. In  the  new  draught,  however  the  penalties 
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A.  c.  1703.  Were  lowered,  and  the  fevereft  claufes  mitigated. 
As  the  court  no  longer  intcrefted  itfeif  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  meafure,  the  houfe  was  pretty  equally 
divided  with  refped  to  the  ipeakers,  and  the 
debates  on  each  fide  were  maintained  with  equal 
fpirit  and  ability  :  at  length,  it  panned,  and  was  lent 
up  to  the  lords,  who  handled  it  flill  more  feverely. 
It  was  oppofed  by  a  ftnall  majority  of  the  bifhops, 
and  particularly  by  Burnet  of  Sarum,  who  declaim- 
ed againil  it  as  a  fcheme  of  the  papifts,  to  fet  the 
church  and  proreftants  at  variance.  It  was  fuccef- 
fively  attacked  by  the  duke  of  Devonfhire,  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  the  lords  Haverfham,  Mohun,  Fer- 
rers, and  Wharton.  Prince  George  of  Denmark 
abfented  himfelf  from  the  houfe  :  and,  the  quef- 
tion  being  put  for  afecond  reading,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  ;  yet,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  lord  Godolphin  entered  their  diffent  againft  its 
being  rejected,  though  the  former  had  pofitively 
declared,  that  he  thought  the  bill  unfeafonable. 
The  commons  having  perufed  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
with  Portugal,  voted  forty  thoufand  men,  includ- 
ing five  thoufand  marines,  for  the  fea-fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  •,  a  like  number  of  land  forces, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  allies,  befides  the 
additional  ten  thoufand  •,  and,  they  rciolved,  That 
the  proportion  to  be  employed  in  Portugal  mould 
amount  to  eight  thoufand.  Sums  were  granted  for 
the  maintenance  of  thefe  great  armaments,  as  well 
as  for  the  fubfidies  payable  to  her  majefty's  allies; 
and  funds  appointed  equal  to  the  occalion.  Then 
they  aflured  the  queen,  in  an  addrefs,  that  they 
would  provide  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  alliances 
as  (he  had  made,  or  mould  make  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy. 

At  this  period  the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the  de- 
tection of  a  confpiracy  laid  to  be  hatched  by  the 
Jacobites  of  Scotland.  Simon  Frafer  lord  Lovat, 
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a  man  of  defperate  enterprize,  profound  diffimula-  A-  c-  '7< 
tion,  abandoned  morals,  and  ruined  fortune,  who  Chirac/ 
had  been  outlawed  for  having  raviihed  a  fifttr  ot'^'g.^"'' 
the  marquis  of  Athol,  was  the  perfon  to  v/hom  the  Fraier  lord 
plot  feems  to  have  owed  its  origin.     He  repaired  Lovat< 
to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's, 'where  he  undertook 
to  afTemble  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  Highlanders 
to  aft  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  if  the  court  of 
France  would  afilft  them  with  a  fmall  reinforce- 
ment of  troops,   together  with  officers,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  money.     The  French  king  feemed 
to  liften  to  the  propofal  •,  but  as  Frafer's  character 
was  infamous,  he  doubted  his  veracity.     He  was, 
therefore,   fent  back  to  Scotland  with  two  other 
perfons,  who  were  inftrucled  to  learn  the  ftrength 
and  fentiments  of  the  clans,  and  endeavour  to  en- 
gage fome  of  the  nobility  in  the  defign  of  an  infur- 
reftion.     Frafer  no  fooner  returned  than  he  pri- 
vately difcovered  the  whole  tranfaftion  to  the  duke 
of  Queenfberry,   and  undertook  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  correfpondence  between 
the  pretender  and  the  Jacobites.     In  confequence 
of  this  fervice  he  was  provided  with  a  pafs,  to  fecure 
him  from  all  profecution  -,   and  made   a   progrefs 
through   the  Highlands,  to  found  the  inclination 
of  the  chieftains.  Before  he  fet  out  on  this  circuit, 
he  delivered  to  the  duke  a  letter  from  the  queen 
dowager  at  St.  Germain's,  directed  to  the  marquis 
of  Athol :  it  was  couched  in   general  terms,  and 
fuperfcribed  in  a  different  character-,  fo  that,  in  ail 
probability,   Frafer  had  forged  the  direction,    with 
-a  view  to  ruin  the  marquis,  who   had   profecuted 
him  for  the  injury  done  to  his  filter.     He  pro- 
pofed    a    fecond  journey    to    France,    where    he 
mould  be  able  to  difcover  other  more  material  cir- 
cumftances ;  and  the  duke  of  Queenfberry  pro- 
cured a  pafs  for  him  to  go  to  Holland  from   the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  though  it  was  expedited  un- 
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der  a  borrowed  name.  The  duke  had  communi- 
cated his  diicovery  to  the  queen,  without  difclofing 
his  name,  which  he  defired  might  be  concealed  •, 
and,  her  majeity  believed  the  particulars,  which 
were  confirmed  by  her  fpies  at  Paris,  as  well  as  by 
the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  had  lately 
been  conveyed  from  France  to  England  in  an  open 
boat,  an;l  apprehended  at  Folkftone.  This  gen- 
tleman pretended  at  firft,  that  his  intention  was  to 
go  through  England  to  his  own  country,  in  order 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  queen's  pardon  •,  and  this 
in  all  probability  was  his  real  defign  :  but,'  being 

f'ven  to  understand,  that  he  would  be  treated  in 
ngland  as  a  traitor,   unlefs  he  mould  merit  for- 
givenefs    by  making  important  difcoveries,  he  re- 
lated all  he  knew   of  the  purpoied  infurre&ion. 
From  his  information  the  miniftry  gave  directions- 
for  apprehending  one  Keith,  whofe  uncle  had  ac- 
companied Frafer  from  France,  and  knew  all  the 
intrigues  of  the  court  of  St.  Germain's.     He  de- 
clared, that  there  was  no  other  defign  a- foot,  ex  - 
cept  that  of  paving  the  way  for  the  pretender's  af- 
cendmg  the  throne  after  the  queen's  deceafe.    Fer- 
gufon,    that  veteran   confpirator,     affirmed,    that 
Frafer  had  been  employed  by  the  duke  of  Queenf- 
berry  to  decoy  Ibme  pcrfons  whom  he  hated,  into  a 
conspiracy,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
eftecl:  their  ruin  ;  and  by  the  difcovery  eftablifti  his 
own  credit,  which  began  to  totter.     Perhaps  there 
was  too  much  reafon  for  this  imputation.     Among 
thole  who  were  ieized  at  this  time,  was  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Lindfay,  who  had  been  under- 
fecretary  to  the  earl  of  Middleton.  He  had  return- 
ed from  France  to  Scotland,  in  order  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  queen's  pardon,  under  the  fhelter  of 
which  he  came  to  England,  thinking  himfelf  lecure 
from  profecution.     He  protefted  he  knew  of  no 
defigns  againft  the  queen  and  her  government  ; 
8  and 
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and  that  he  did  not  believe  me  would  ever  receive  A  c  '7°v 
the  leaft  injury  or  moleftation  from  the  court  of 
St.  Germain's.  The  houfe  ot  lords  having  received 
intimation  of  this  confpiracy,  refolved,  That  a 
committee  mould  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
particulars;  and,  ordered,  That  Sir  John  Maclean 
mould  be  next  day  brought  to  their  houfe.  The 
queen,  who  was  far  from  being  pleafed  with  this 
inftance  of  their  officious  interpofition,  gave  them 
to  underftand  by  mefiage,  that  (he  thought  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  change  the  method  of  examina- 
tion already  begun  ;  and,  that  me  would  in  a  fhort 
time  inform  the  houfe  of  the  whole  affair.  On  the 
feventeenth  day  of  December  the  queen  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  and  having  palled  the  bill  for  the 
land-tax,  made  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  in  which 
(he  declared,  that  me  had  unqueftionable  informa- 
tion of  ill  practices  and  defigns  carried  on  by  the 
emiflaries  of  France  in  Scotland.  The  lords  per- 
fifting  in  their  relblution  to  bring  the  inquiry  into 
their  own  houfe,  chofe  their  feiecl:  committee  by 
ballot-,,  and,  in  an  addrefs  thanked  her  majefty 
for  the  information  fhe  had  been  pleafed  to  com- 
municate. 

The  commons  taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  The  lord* 
queen  was  difobliged  at  thefe  proceedings  of  the  J^!.  a 
upper  houfe,  which  indeed  implied  an  inlult  upon  fi"™*  to 
her  miniftry,  if  not  upon  herfelf,  prefented  an  ad- l  e3ucei 
drefs,  declaring  themfelves  furprilcd  to  find,   that 
when  perfons  iufpected  of  treaibnable  practices  were 
taken  into  cuftody  by  her  majefty's  mefiengers,   in 
order  to  be  examined,  the  lords,  in  violation  to  the 
known  laws  of  the  land,  had  wrefted  them  out  of 
her  hands,  and  arrogated  the  examination  folely  to 
themfelves-,   fo  that  a   due   inquiry  into  the  evil 
practices  and  defigns   againft  her  majefty's  perfon 
and  government  might  in  a  great  rneafure   be  ob- 
ftructed.     They  earneftly  defired,  that  (he  would 
Z  2  fuffcr 


340  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1703.  fuffer  no  diminution  of  the  prerogative ;  and,  they 
aflured  her  they  would,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  fupport  her  in  the  exercife  of  it  at  home, 
as  well  as  in  after  ting  it  againft  all  invafions  what- 
ibever.  The  queen  thanked  them  for  their  concern 
and  affurances ;  and,  was  not  ill  pleafed  at  the  na- 
ture of  the  addrefs,  though  the  charge  againft  the 
peers  was  not  ftricHy  true  :  for,  there  were  many 
inftances  of  their  having  affumed  fuch  a  right  of 
inquiry.  The  upper  houfe  deeply  refented  the 
acculation.  They  declared,  that  by  the  known 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  parliament,  they  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  take  examinations  of  perfons 
charged  with  criminal  matters,  whether  thofe  per- 
fons were  or  were  not  in  cuftody.  They  refolved, 
that  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  was  unparliamen- 
tary, ground  lets,  without  precedent,  highly  injurious 
to  the  houfe  of  peers,  tending  to  interrupt  the 
good  correfpondence  between  the  two  houfes,  t6 
create  an  ill  opinion  in  her  majefty  of  the  houfe  of 
peers,  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and 
privileges  of  parliament.  They  prefented  a  long 
remonftrance  to  the  queen,  juftifying  their  own 
conduct,  explaining  the  fteps  they  had  taken,  re- 
criminating upon  the  commons ;  and,  exprefling 
the  moil  fervent  zeal,  duty,  and  affection  to  her 
majefty.  In  her  anfwer,  to  this  reprefentation, 
which  was  drawn  up  with  elegance,  propriety,  and 
precifion,  me  profefied  her  forrow  for  the  mifun- 
derftanding  which  had  happened  between  the  two 
houies  of  parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  the 
concern  they  had  exprefled  for  the  rights  of  the 
crown  and  the  prerogative,  which  me  mould  never 
exert  fo  willingly  as  for  the  good  of  her  fubjects, 
and  the  protection  of  their  liberties. 

Among  other  perfons  feized  on  the  coaft  of  Suf- 
fex,  on  their  landing  from  France,  was  one  Boucher, 

who 
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•who  had  been  aid-du-camp  to  the  duke  of  Ber-  A.  c.I70 
wick.  When  examined,  he  denied  all  knowledge 
of  any  confpiracy  j  and  faid,  that  being  weary  of 
living  fo  long  abroad,  and  having  made  fome  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  to  obtain  a  pals,  he  had  chofen 
rather  to  call  himlelf  on  the  queen's  mercy,  than 
to  remain  longer  in  exile  from  his  native  country. 
He  was  tried  and  condemned  for  high-treafon,  yet 
continued  to  declare  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  plot. 
He  proved,  that  in  the  war  of  Ireland  as  well  as  in' 
Fknders,  he  had  treated  the  Knglifh  priibners 
with  great  humanity.  The  lords  deiifted  from  the 
prolccution;  he  obtained  a'reprieve,  and  died  in 
Newgate.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January 
the  earl  of  Nottingham  told  the  houfe,  that  the 
queen  had  commanded  him  to  hy  before  them 
the  papers  containing  all  the  particulars  hither- 
to d'icovered  of  the  confpiracy  in  Scotland  ;  but, 
that  there  was  one  circumftance  which  could  .not 
yet  be  properly  communicated,  without  running 
the  rifk  of  preventing  a  difcovery  of  greater  im- 
portance. They  forthwith  drew  up  and  pre- 
lented  an  addrefs,  defiringthat  all  the  papers  might 
be  immediately  fubmitted  to  their  infpection.  She 
laid,  (he  did  not  expect  to  be  preffed  in  this  man- 
ner immediately  after  the  declaration  me  had  made ; 
but,  in  a  few  days  the  earl  of  Nottingham  deliver- 
ed the  papers  fealed  to  the  houfe,  and  all  the  lords 
were  fummoned  to  attend  on  the  eighth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, that  they  might  be  opened  and  perufed. 
Nottingham  was  fufpecled  of  a  defign  to  Itifie  the 
confpiracy.  Complaint  was  made  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  that  he  had  difcharged.an  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  late  king  James,  who  had  been  feized 
by  the  governor  of  Berwick.  A  warm  debate 
enfued,  and  at  length  ended  in  a  relblve,  That 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  one  of  her  majefty's  prin- 
cipal lecretaries  of  Hate,  for  his  great  ability  and  di- 
Z  3  ligence 
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A.C.  1703.  ligencein  the  execution  of  his  office,  for  his  unquef- 
tionable  fidelity  to  the  queen  and  her  government, 
and  for  his  fteady  adhering  to  the  church  of  kng* 
land  as   by  law  eftablifhed,     highly  merited  the 
truft  her  majelty  had  repofed  in  him.     They  or- 
dered the  fpeaker  to  prefent  this  refolution  to  the 
queen,  who  laid,  me  was  glad  to  find  them  Ib  well 
iatisfied   with  the   earl  of  Nottingham,  who  was 
trufted  by  her  in  fo  confiderable  an  office.     They 
perufed  the  examination  of   the  witnefies  which 
were  laved  before  them,  without  paffing  judgment 
or  offering  advice  on  the  fubject ;  but,  they  thank- 
ed her  majefty  for  having  communicated  thole  par- 
ticulars, as  well  as  for  her  wifdom  and  care  of  the 
nation.     When  the  lords  proceeded  wirh  uncom- 
mon eagerneis   in  their  inquiry,   the  lower  houfe, 
in  another  addrefs,  renewed  their  complaints  againft 
the  conduct  of  the  peers,  which  they  Hill  affirmed 
was  without  a  precedent.     But,  this  was  the  lan- 
guage of  irritated  faction,   by  which  indeed  both 
fides  were  equally  actuated. 

Second  rr-  The  lelect  committee  of  the  lords  profecuted  the 
inquiry,  and  founded  their  report  chiefly  on  the 
confeflion  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  owned  that 
the  court  of  St.  Germain's  had  liftened  to  Lovat's 
propofal :  That  feveral  councils  had  been  held  at 
the  pretender's  court  on  the  fubject  of  an  invafion  ; 
and  perfons  fent  over  to  found  ibme  of  the  nobility 
in  Scotland.  But,  the  nature  of  their  private  cor- 
refpondence  and  negotiation  could  not  be  dil- 
covered.  Keith  had  tampered  with  his  uncle  to 
difclofe  the  whole  fecret  j  and,  this  was  the  circum- 
ftance  which  the  queen  declined  imparting  to  the 
lords,  until  me  mould  know  the  fuccefs  of  his  en- 
deavours, which  proved  ineffectual.  The  uncle 
flood  aloof-,  and  the  miniftry  did  not  heartily  en- 
gage in  the  inquiry.  The  houfe  of  lords  having 
finilhed  theie  examinations,  a.nd  being  warmed 

with 
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with  violent  debates,  voted,  That  there  had  been  A- c-  *7oj. 
dangerous  plots  between  ibme  perfons  in  Scotland, 
and  the  courts  of  France  and  St.  Germain's ;  and, 
That  the  encouragement  for  this  plotting  arofe 
from  the  not  fettling  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  Thefe  votes 
were  fignified  to  the  queen  in  an  addrefs  •,  and,  they 
promifed,  that  when  the  iuccefiion  (hould  be  thus 
fettled,  they  would  endeavour  to  promote  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  upon  juft  and  reafonable 
terms.  Then  they  compofed  another  reprelenta- 
tion,  in  anfwer  to  the  iecond  addrefs  of  the  com- 
mons, touching  their  proceedings.  They  charged 
the  lower  houfe  with  want  of  zeal  in  the  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  this  miquiry.  They  produced  a  great 
number  of  precedents,  to  prove  that  their  conduct 
had  been  regular  and  parliamentary  -,  and  they,  in 
their  turn,  accuied  the  commons  of  partiality  and 
injuftice  in  vacating  legal  elections.  The  queen, 
in  aniwer  to  this  remonilrance,  faid,  fhe  looked 
upon  any  mifunderftanding  between  the  two  houfes 
as  a  very  great  misfortune  to  the  kingdom  :  and, 
that  fhe  mould  never  omit  any  thing  in  her  power 
to  prevent  all  occafions  of  them  for  the  future. 

The  lords  and  commons,  animated  by  fuch  op-  Further  dif- 
pofite    principles,     feized    every    opportunity  ofPutesb?- 

.  "  7  .       r  r      >  7  tween  the 

thwarting  each  other.  An  action  having  been  two 
brought  by  one  Matthew  Afliby  againil  William 
White,  and  the  other  conftables  of  Aylei'bury,  for 
having  denied  him  the  privilege  of  voting  in  the 
laft  electron,  the  caufe  was  tried  at  the  aflizes,  and 
the  conftables  were  caft  with  damages.  But,  an 
order  was  given  in  the  queen's  bench  to  quafh  all 
the  proceedings,  fince  no  action  had  ever  been 
brought  on  that  account.  The  caufe  being  moved 
by  writ  of  eiror  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  was  argued 
with  great  warmth  ;  at  length,  it  was  carried  by  a 
great  majority,  that  the  ofder  of  the  queen's- bench 
Z  4  moult 
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A  c.  1703.  fhould  be  fet  afide,  and  judgment  pronounced  ac- 
cording to  the  verdict  given  at  the  affizes.  The 
commons  confidered  thefe  proceedings  as  encroach- 
ments on  their  privileges.  They  paffed  five  diffe- 
rent refolutions,  importing,  That  the  commons  of 
England  in  parliament  afiembled  had  the  fole  right 
to  examine,  and  determine  all  matters  relating  to 
the  right  of  election  of  their  own  members  :  That 
the  practice  of  determining  the  qualifications  of 
electors  in  any  court  of  law,  would  expofe  all 
mayors,  bailiffs,  and  returning-officers,  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  vexatious  fuits,  and  infupportable  ex- 
pences,  and  fu'  ject  them  to  different  and  indepen- 
dent jurifdictions,  as  well  as  to  inconfiftent  determi- 
nations in  the  lame  cafe,  without  relief:  That 
Matthew  Amby  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege, 
as  were  all  attornies,  follicitors,  counfellors,  and 
ferjeants  at  law,  folliciting,  profecuting,  or  plead- 
ing, in  any  cafe  of  the  fame  nature.  Thefe  relblu- 
tions,  figned  by  the  clerk,  were  fixed  upon  the  gate 
of  Wcltminfter-hall.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lords 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  ftate  of  the 
cafe  •,  and  upon  their  report,  refolved,  That  every 
pci  fon  being  wilfully  hindred  to  exercife  his  right 
of  voting,  might  maintain  an  action  in  the  queen's 
courts  againft  the  officer  by  whom  his  vote  mould 
be  refufed,  to  aflert  his  right,  and  recover  damage 
for  the  injury:  That  an  affertion  to  the  contrary 
was  deftructive  of  the  property  of  the  fubjects, 
againft  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  manifeftly 
tended  to  the  encouragement  of  partiality  and  cor- 
ruption :  That  the  declaring  Matthew  Afhby 
guihy  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, was  an  unprecedented  attempt  upon  the  ju- 
dicature of  parliament,  and  an  attempt  to  fubject 
the  law  of  England  to  the  votes  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  Copies  of  the  cafe,  and  thefe  refolu- 
were  by  the  lord  keeper  fcnt  to  all  the  menffs 
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of  England,    to  be   circulated  through   all   theA-c-'/«3« 
boroughs  of  their  refpective  counties. 

On  the  feventh  day  of  February  the  queen  order-  The 
ed  fecretary  Hedges  to  tell  the  houfe  of  commons,  proa  the 
that  {he  had  remitted  the  arrears  of  the  tenths  to  %£'£?** 
the  poor  clergy  :  that  fhe  would  grant  her  whole  tenths  to 
revenue  arifing  out  of  the  firfl-fruits  and  tenths,  Jj?r^r 
as  far  as  it  mould  become  free  from  incumbrance, 
as  an  augmentation  of  their  maintenance  :  and, 
that  if  the  houfe  of  commons  could  find  any  me- 
thod by  which  her  intentions  to  the  poor  clergy 
might  be  made  more  effectual,  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  public,  and  acceptable  to  her  ma- 
jefty.  The  commons  immediately  brought  in  a 
bill,  enabling  her  to  alienate  this  branch  of  the  re- 
venue, and  create  a  corporation  by  charter,  to 
direct  the  application  of  it  to  the  ufes  propofed ; 
they  likewife  repealed  the  ftatute  of  Mortmain,  fo 
far  as  to  allow  all  men  to  bequeath  by  will,  or 
grant  by  deed,  any  fum  they  mould  think  fit  to 
give  towards  the  augmentation  of  benefices. 
Addrefies  of  thanks  and  acknowledgment  from 
all  the  clergy  of  England  were  prelented  to  the 
queen  for  her  gracious  bounty  -,  but,  very  little 
regard  was  paid  to  Burnet  bimop  of  Sarum,  al- 
though the  queen  declared  that  prelate  author  of 
the  project.  He  was  generally  hated  either  as 
a  Scot,  a  low-church-man,  or  a  meddling  par- 
tifan. 

In  March  an   inquiry  into  the  condition   of  the  inomrv  into 
navy  was  begun  in  the  houfe  of  lords.     They  de-  nava!affairs» 
fired  the  queen,  in  an  addrefs,  to  give  fpeedy  and 
effectual  orders,  that  a  number  of  mips  fufficient 
for  the  home-fervice  mould  be  equipped  and  man- 
cd  with  all  poflible  expedition.     They  relblved, 
That   admiral  Graydon's  not    attacking  the  four 
French  mips  in  the  channel,  had  been  a  prejudice 
to  the  queen's  fervice,  and  a  difgrace  to  the  nation : 

That 
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A.  c.  1703.  That  his  preffing  men  in  Jamaica,  and  his  feverity 
towards  matters  of  merchant  vefiels  and  tranfports, 
*  had  been  a  great  difcouragement  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ifland,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  her  majefty's 
fervice :  and,  they  prefented  the  addrefs  againft 
him/,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  difmifled. 
They  examined  the  accounts  of  the  earl  of  Orford, 
againft  which  great  clamour  had  been  railed :  and 
taking  cognizance  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
commiflloners  of  the  public  accounts,  found  them 
falle  in  fact,  ill  grounded,  or  of  no  importance. 
The  commons  beibught  the  queen  to  order  a  pro- 
lecution  on  account  of  ill  practices  in  the  earl  of 
Ranelaugh's  office  ;  and,  they  fent  up  to  the  lords 
a  bill  for  continuing  the  commifiion  on  the  public 
accounts.  Some  alterations  were  made  in  the  up- 
per houie,  efpecially  in  the  nomination  of  commif- 
fioners  ;  but,  thele  were  rejected  by  the  commons. 
The  peers  adhering  to  their  amendments,  the  bill 
dropped,  and  the  commiflion  expired.  No  other 
bill  of  any  confequence  pafled  in  this  lefiion,  except 
an  act  for  raifing  recruits,  which  impowered  juftices 
of  the  peace  to  impreis  idle  perfons  for  loldiers  and 
marines.  On  the  third  day  of  April  the  queen 
went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  having  made  a 
fhort  fpeech  on  the  uiual  topics  of  acknowledg- 
ment, unity,  and  moderation,  prorogued  the  par- 
liament to  the  fourth  day  of  July.  The  divifion 
ftill  continued  between  the  two  houfes  of  convoca- 
tion i  fo  that  nothing  of  moment  was  tranfacted  in 
that  afiembly,  except  theiraddrefs  to  thequeen,  upon 
her  granting  the  firft  -fruits  and  tenths  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  fmall  benefices.  At  the  fame  time 
the  lower  houfe  fent  their  prolocutor  with  a  deputa- 
tion to  wait  upon  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, to  return  their  thanks  to  that  honourable 
houfe  for  having  efpoufed  the  intereit  of  the  clergy;  • 
and  a  promile  to  purfuc  fuch  methods  as  might 
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beft  conduce  to  the  fupport,  honour,  intereft,  and  A-c-  «7°3- 
fecurity  of  the  church  as  now  by  law  eftabliftied. 
They  lent  up  to  the  archbifhop  and  prelates  divers 
reprefentations,  containing  complaints,  and  pro- 
pofing  canons  and  articles  of  reformation ;  but, 
very  little  regard  was  paid  to  their  remonftran- 
ces. 

About  this  period,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  after  Tr-aiof 
having  ineffectually  preffed  the  queen  to  difcard  Lindlar» 
the  dukes  of  Somerfet   and  Devon  (hire,  refigned 
the  feals.     The  earl  of  Jerfey  and  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour were  difmiffed :   the   earl  of  Kent  was   ap- 
pointed chamberlain,  Harley  fecretary  of  ftate,  and 
Henry  St.  John  lecretary  of  war.     The  difcovery 
of  the  Scottifh  confpiracy  was  no  fooner  known  in 
France,  than  Lewis  ordered  Frafer  to  be  imprifon- 
ed  in  the  Baftile.     In  England  Lindfay  being^fen- 
tenced  to  die  for  having  correfponded  with  France, 
was  given  to  underftand  that  he  had  no  mercy  to 
expect  unlefs   he  would  difcover  the  confpiracy. 
He  perfifted  in  denying  all  knowledge  of  any  fuch 
confpiracy  :  and,  fcorned  to  fave  his  life  by  giving 
falfe  information.     In  order  to  intimidate  him  into 
a  confefiion,  the  miniftry  ordered  him   to  be  con- 
veyed to  Tyburn,  where  he  ftill  rejected  life  upon 
the  terms  propoled  :  then  he  was  carried  back  to 
Newgate,  where  he  remained  fome  years  :  at  length 
he  was   banifhed,    and  died  of  hunger  in  Holland. 
The  minifters   had  been  ib  lukewarm  and  languid 
in  the  inveftigation  of  the  Scottifh  confpiracy,  that 
the  Whigs   loudly  exclaimed  againil  them  as  dii- 
guifed  Jacobites,  and  even  whifpered  infmuations, 
implying,  that  the  queen  herielf  had   a  fecret  biafs 
of  fifterly  affection  for  the  court  of  St.  Germain's. 
\Vhat  Itemed  to  confirm  this  allegation,  was  the 
difgrace  of  the  duke  of  Queenfberry,  who  had  ex- 
erted himfelf  with   remarkable  zeal   in  the  detec- 
tion j  but,  the  decline  of  his  intereft  in  Scotland 

was 
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A.  0.1703.  Was  the  real  caufe  of  his  being  laid  afide  at  this 
juncture. 

Meet:ngof  The  defign  of  the  court  was  to  procure  in  the 
Scottifh  parliament  the  nomination  of  a  fuccefibr 
to  the  crown,  and  a  fupply  for  the  forces,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  in  the  preceding  fefllon. 
Secretary  Johnfton,  in  concert  with  the  marquis 
of  Tweedale,  undertook  to  carry  the fe  points,  in 
return  for  certain  limitations  on  the  fuiceffor,  to 
which  her  majefty  agreed.  The  marquis  was  ap- 
Pomted  commiflioner.  The  office  of  lord-regifter 
was  beftowed  upon  Johnfton  ;  and  the  parliament 

mCt  On  t^C  ^1Xt^  ^^  °^  J11^       T^C    ClUeen5  m  nef 

letter,  exprefied  her  concern  that  thele  divifions 
mould  have  rifen  to  iuch  a  height,  as  to  encourage 
the  enemies  of  the  nation  to  employ  their  emiffaries 
for  debauching  her  good  fubjec~ts  from  their  allegi- 
ance. She  declared  her  refolution  to  grant  what- 
ever  could  in  reaibn  be  demanded  for  quieting  the 
Hift.  ofEu-  mincis  of  the  people.  She  told  them,  me  had  im- 
S!ft!  of  the  powered  the  marquis  of  Tweedale  to  give  unqucf- 
*arl  ti002^  proofs  of  her  determination  to  maintain 
the  government  in  church  and  ftate  as  by  law  efta- 
blifhed  in  that  kingdom  ;  to  confent  to  fuch  laws 
as  mould  be  found  wanting  for  the  further  fecurity 
of  both,  and  for  preventing  all  incroachments  for 
the  future.  She  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  fettle 
the  fuccefiion  in  the  proteflant  line,  as  a  ftep  abfo- 
lutely  neceflkry  for  their  own  peace  and  happmefs, 
the  quiet  and  fecurity  of  all  her  dominions,  the  re- 
putation of  her  affairs  abroad,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  proteftant  intereft  through  all  Europe., 
She  declared,  that  me  had  authorized  the  commif- 
fioner  to  give  the  royal  afTent  to  whatever  could  be 
reafonably  demanded,  and  was  in  her  power  to 
grant,  for  fecuring  the  fovereignty  and  liberties  of 
that  her  antient  kingdom.  The  remaining  part  of 
the  letter  turned  upon  the  rieceflity  of  their  grant- 
ing 
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ingafupply,  the  difcouragement  of  vice,  the  en-A-c-  *7<H- 
couragement  of  commerce,  and  the  ufual  recom- 
mendation of  moderation  and  unanimity. 

The  duke  of  Hamilton  preiented  a  reiblve,  That  violent  op- 
the  parliament  would  not  name  a  fucceflbr  to  the  JjfJJJIIjJJ 
crown,  until  the  Scots  fhould  have  concluded  ain  that 
previous  treaty  with  England,  in  relation  to  com-  kmsdom- 
/  merce  and  other  concerns.  This  motion  produced 
a  warm  debate,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  Fletcher 
of  Salton  expatiated  upon  the  hardfhips  and  mife- 
ries  which  the  Scots  had  fuflained  fmce  the  union 
of  the  two  crowns  under  one  fovereign,  and  the 
impofiibility  of  bettering  their  condition,  unlefs 
they  mould  take  care  to  anticipate  any  defign  that 
tended  to  a  continuation  of  the  fame  calamities. 
Another  refolve  was  produced  by  the  earl  of  Rothes, 
importing,  That  the  parliament  mould  proceed 
to  make  fuch  limitations  and  conditions  of  govern- 
ment as  might  be  judged  proper  for  rectifying  the 
conftitution  -,  for  vindicating  and  fecuring  the  fo- 
vereignty  and  independency  of  the  nation  •,  and, 
then  the  parliament  would  take  into  confideratibn 
the  other  refolve  offered  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton 
for  a  treaty  previous  to  the  nomination  of  a  fuccel- 
for.  This  propofal  was  feconded  by  the  courts 
party;  and,  violent  heats  enfued.  At  length,  Sir 
James  Falconer  of  Phefdo  offered  an  expedient, 
which  neither  party  could  refufe  with  any  mew  of 
moderation.  He  fuggefted  a  refolve,  That  the 
parliament  would  not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of 
a  fucceflbr,  until  the  previous  treaty  with  England 
Ihould  be  difcufied  ;  and  that  it  would  make  the 
necefiary  limitations  and  conditions  of  govern- 
ment, before  the  fucceflbr  mould  be  nominated. 
This  joint  refolve  being  put  to  the  vote,  was  car- 
ried by  a  great  majority.  The  treaty  with  Eng- 
land was  neglected,  and  the  affair  of  the  fucceffion 
confequently  poftponed.  The  duke  of  Athol 

moved, 
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A.  c.  1704.  moved,  That  her  majefty  mould  be  defired  to  fend 
down  the  witneffes  and  all  the  papers  relating  to 
the  confpiracy,  that  after  due  examination  thofe 
who  were  unjuftly  accuted  might  be  vindicated, 
and  the  guilty  punimed  according  to  their  de- 
merits. The  commiflioner  declared,  that  he  had 
already  written,  and  would  write  again  to  the  queen 
on  that  fubject.  The  intention  of  the  cavaliers  was 
to  convict  the  duke  of  Queenfberry  of  malice  and 
calumny  in  the  profecution  of  that  affair,  that  they 
might  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  him  for  that 
inftance  of  his  animofity,  as  well  as  for  his  having 
deferted  them  in  the  former  fefiion.  But,  he  found 
means  to  perluade  the  queen,  that  fuch  an  inquiry 
would  not  only  protract  the  feffion,  but  alfo  divert 
them  from  the  lettlement  of  the  fucceflion,  and 
raife  fuch  a  ferment  as  might  be  productive  of 
tragical  confequences.  Alarmed  at  thefe  fuggefti- 
ons,  (he  refolved  to  prevent  the  examination  ;  and, 
made  no  anfwer  to  the  repeated  applications  made 
by  her  parliament  and  minifters.  Mean  while,  the 
duke  of  Queeniberry  appeafed  his  enemies  in 
Scotland,  by  directing  all  his  friends  to  join  in  the 
oppofition. 

Their  par-  The  duke  of  Hamilton  again  moved,  That  the 
i'am*nt  p*fs  parliament  fhould  proceed  to  the  limitations,  and 
fccuiity.0  name  commiflioners  to  treat  with  England,  previ- 
ous to  all  other  bufmefs,  except  an  act  for  a  land- 
tax  of  two  months,  necefiary  for  the  immediate 
fubfiftence  of  the  forces.  The  earl  of  Marchmont 
propofed  an  act  to  exclude  all  popifh  fucceflbrs ; 
but,  this  was  warmly  oppofed  as  unfeafonable,  by 
Hamilton  and  his  party.  A  bill  of  fupply  being 
offered  by  the  lord-juftice  clerk,  the  cavaliers  tack- 
ed to  it  great  part  of  the  act  of  fecurity,  to  which 
the  royal  afTcnt  had  been  refuied  in  the  former  fef- 
fion. Violent  debates  arofe  ;  fo  that  the  houfe  was 
filled  with  rage  and  tumult.  The  national  fpirit 
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of  independence  had  been  wrought  up  to  a  dange-  A.C.  1704. 
rous  pitch  of  enthufiafm.  The  ftreets  were  crowd- 
ed with  people  of  all  ranks,  exclaiming  againft 
Englifh  influence  ;  and,  threatening  to  facrifice,  as 
traitors  to  their  country,  all  who  fhould  embrace 
meafures  that  feemed  to  favour  a  foreign  interefiu 
The  commiflioner  and  his  friends  were  confound- 
ed and  appalled,.  Finding  it  impoflible  to  item 
the  torrent,  he,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
miniilers,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  queen,  reprefenting 
the  uncomfortable  lituation  of  affairs,  and  advifing 
her  majefty  to  pafs  the  bill,  incumbered  as  it  was 
with  the  act  of  fecurity.  Lord  Godolphin,  on 
whole  counlel  me  chiefly  relied,  found  himfelf  in- 
volved in  great  perplexity.  The  Tories  had  de- 
voted him  to  deitruction.  He  forefaw  that  the 
queen's  concefiion  to  the  Scots,  in  an  affair  of  fuch 
confequence,  would  furnifh  his  enemies  with  aplau- 
fible  pretence  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  her  mini- 
fter;  but,  he  chole  to  run  that  rifque  rather  than 
fee  the  army  difbanded  for  want  of  a  iupply,  and 
the  kingdom  left  expofed  to  an  invafion.  He 
therefore  feconded  the  advice  of  the  Scottiih  mini- 
fters ;  and,  the  queen  authoriied  the  conmmimoner 
to  pals  the  bill  that  was  depending.  This  act  pro- 
vided, That  in  cafe  of  the  queen's  dying  without 
iflue,  a  parliament  mould  immediately  meet  and 
declare  the  fucceflbr  to  the  crown,  different  from 
the  perfon  pofleffing  the  throne  of  England,  unlefs 
before  that  period  a  iettlement  fhould  be  made  in  * 
parliament,  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation 
independent  on  Englifh  councils :  by  another 
claule,  they  were  impowered  to  arm  and  train  the  * 
fubject  -  ib  as  to  put  them  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 
The  Scottifh  parliament  having  by  a  laudable  exer- 
tion of  fpirit  obtained  this  act  of  fecurity,  granted 
the  lupply  without  farther  hefitation ;  but,  not 
yetiatistied  with  this  facrifice,  they  engaged  in  de- 
bates 
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A.  c. » 704.  bates  about  the  confpiracy,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  in  England,  which  they  termed 
an  officious  intermeddling  in  their  concerns,  and 
an  incroachment  upon  the  fovereignty  and  inde- 
pendency of  the  nation.  They  drew  up  an  addrels 
to  the  queen,  defining  that  the  evidence  and  papers 
relating  to  the  plot  might  be  fubjected  to  their 
examination  in  the  next  feflion.  Mean  while  the 
commifiioner,  dreading  the  further  progrefs  of  fuch 
an  ungovernable  ferocity,  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  feventh  day  of  October.  The  act  of 
fecurity  being  tranfmitted  to  England,  copies  of 
it  were  circulated  by  the  enemies  of  Godolphin, 
who  reprefented  it  as  a  meafure  of  that  minifter ; 
and,  the  kingdom  was  filled  with  murmurs  and 
difcontent.  People  openly  declared,  that  the  two 
kingdoms  were  now  feparated  by  law,  fo  as  never 
to  be  rejoined.  Reports  were  fpread,  that  great 
quantities  of  arms  had  been  conveyed  to  Scotland ; 
and,  that  the  natives  were  employed  in  prepara- 
tions to  invade  England.  All  the  blame  of  thefe 
tranfactions  was  imputed  to  lord  Godolphin,  whom 
the  Tories  determined  to  attack,  while  the  other 
party  refolved  to  exert  their  whole  influence  for  his 
prefervation :  yet,  in  all  probability,  he  owed  his 
immediate  fupport  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  friend  the 
duke  of  Marlborough. 

oi?  Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable,  than  the 
of  fituation  to  which  the  emperor  was  reduced  in  the 
beginning  of  the  feafon.  The  malcontents  in 
Hungary  had  rendered  themfelves  formidable  by 
their  fuccefs :  the  elector  of  Bavaria  poflefTed  all 
the  places  on  the  Danube  as  far  as  Paffau,  and 
even  threatened  the  city  of  Vienna,  which  muft 
have  been  infallibly  loft  had  the  Hungarians  and 
Bavarians  acted  in  concert.  By  the  advice  of 
prince  Eugene,  the  emperor  implored  the  affiftarice 
of  her  Britannic  majefty  -,  and  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough 
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borough  explained  to  her  the  necefiity  of  under-  A-c-  '7°4- 
taking  his  relief.  This  nobleman  in  the  month  of 
January  had  croffed  the  fea  to  Holland,  and  con- 
certed a  fchemc  with  the  deputies  of  the  ftates-ge- 
neral,  for  the  operations  or  ihe  enfuing  campaign. 
They  agreed,  that  general  Overkirk  mould  lie  up- 
on the  defenfive  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops  in  the 
Netherlands,  while  the  main  army  of  the  allies 
fhouid  act  upon  the  Rhine,  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough.  Such  was  the  pretext 
under  which  this  confummate  general  concealed 
another  plan,  which  was  communicated  to  a  few 
only,  in  whofe  difcretion  he  could  confide.  It  was 
approved  by  the  penliOnary  and  fome  leading  men, 
who  fecured  its  favourable  reception  with  the 
ftates-general,  when  it  became  neceflary  to  impart 
the  fecret  to  that  numerous  afiernbly.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  preparations  were  made,  on  pre- 
tence of  carrying  the  war  to  the  banks  of  the 
Mofelle. 

In  the  month  of  April,  the  duke,  accompanied  T,.e  . 
by  his  brother  general  Churchill,  lieutenant  gene-  of  \ 
ral  Lumley,  the  earl  of  Orkney,  and  other  officers  ""  J,es  at 
of  diftin&ion,  embarked   for  Holland,  where  he  the  head  Of 
had  a  long  conference  with  a  deputation  of  the  j£j|]j 
Hates,  concerning  a  propofal  of  fending  a  large  c.rmaay. 
army  towards  the  Mofelle.     The  deputies  of  Zea- 
land oppofed  this  meafure  of  fending  thtdr  troops 
to  fuch  a  dillance,   fo  ftrenuoufly,  that  the  duke 
was  obliged  to  tell  them  in  plain   terms,  he  had 
received  orders  to  march  thither  with  the  Britiih 
forces.       He  accordingly  aflembled  his  army  at 
Maeftricht  •,  and,  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  began 
his  march  into  Germany.     The  French  imagined 
his  intention  was  to  begin  the  campaign  with  the 
fiege   of  Traerbach,    and  penetrate   into   France 
along  the  Mofelle.     In  this  perfuafion  they  fcnt  a 
detachment  to  that  river  •,  ^nd  gave"but  that  they 
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A.,C.  1704.  intended  to  inveft  Kuy,  a  pretence  to  which  the 
duke  paid  no  regard.  He  continued  his  route  by 
Bedburg,  Kerpenord,  Kalfecken,  and  vifited  the 
fortifications  of  Bonne,  where  he  received  certain 
advice,  that  the  recruits  and  reinforcements  for  the 
French  army  in  Bavaria  had  joined  the  elector  at 
Villingen.  He  redoubled  his  diligence,  pafTed  the 
Neckar  on  the  third  day  of  June,  and  halted  at 
Ladenburgh,  from  whence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
ilates-general,  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  he 
had  the  queen's  orders  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the 
empire ;  and,  expreffing  his  hope,  that  they  would 
approve  the  defign,  and  allow  their  troops  to  mare 
the  honour  of  the  expedition.  By  the  return  of  a 
courier  he  received  their  approbation,  and  full 
power  to  command  their  forces.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Mildenheim,  where  he  was  vifited  by 
prince  Eugene  ;  and,  thefe  two  great  men,  whofe 
talents  were  congenial,  immediately  contracted  an 
intimacy  of  friendfhip.  Next  day  prince  Lewis  of 
Baden  arrived  in  the  camp  at  Great  Hippach.  He 
told  the  duke,  his  grace  was  come  to  lave  the  em- 
pire, and  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating his  honour,  which  he  knew  was  at  the  laft 
ftake  in  the  opinion  of  fome  people.  The  duke 
replied,  he  was  come  to  learn  of  him  how  to  fervc 
the  empire  :  that  they  muft  be  ignorant  indeed, 
who  did  not  know,  that  the  prince  of  Baden,  when 
his  health  permitted  him,  had  preferved  the  em- 
pire and  extended  its  conquefts. 

He  defeat.        Thofe  three  celebrated  generals  agreed,  that  the 
theBayari-  two  armies  fhould  join  :  that  the  command  mould 
Unit*  C  *  be  alternately  vefled  in  the  duke  and  prince  Lewis, 
from  day  to  day  :  and  that  prince  Eugene  fhould 
command  a  feparate  army  on  the  Rhine.     Prince- 
Lewis  returned  to  his  army  on  the  Danube:  prince 
JEugene  fet  out  for  Philiplburg  :  and,  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  beifrg  joined  by  the  Imperial  army 
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under  prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  at  Waflertellen,  A- c- 17°4« 
profecuted  his  march  by  Elchingen,  Gingen,  and 
Landthauflen.  On  the  firft  day  of  July  he  was  in 
fight  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments  at  Dillingen, 
and  encamped  with  his  right  at  Amerdighem,  and 
his  left  at  Onderingem  Underftanding  that  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  had  detached  the  belt  part  of  his 
infantry  to  reinforce  the  count  D'  Arco,  who  was 
pofted  behind  flrong  lines  at  Schellenberg  near 
Donawert,  he  refolved  to  attack  their  intrench- 
ments  without  delay.  On  the  fecond  day  of  July^ 
he  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  parTed  the  river 
Wermitz;  and  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  attack  was  begun  by  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  infantry,  fupported  by  the  horfe  and  dra- 
goons. They  were  very  feverely  handled,  and 
even  obliged  to  give  way,  when  prince  Lewis  of 
Baden  marching  up  at  the  head  of  the  Imperialifts, 
to  another  part  cf  the  line,  made  a  diverfion  in 
their  favour.  After  an  obftinate  refiftance  they 
forced  the  intrenchments,  and  the  horfe  entering 
with  the  infantry,  fell  fo  furioufly  upon  the  enemy 
already  diibrdered,  that  they  were  routed  with  great 
(laughter.  They  fled  with  the  utmoft  trepidation 
to  Donawert  and  the  Danube,  leaving  fix  thoufand 
men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  confederates 
took  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  pair  of 
colours,  with  all  the  tents  and  baggage.  Yet,  the 
victory  was  dearly  purchafed  :  fome  thoufands'of 
the  allies  were  {lain  in  the  attack,  including  many 
gallant  officers,  among  whom  were  the  generals 
Goor  and  Beinheim,  and  count  Stirum  was  mortally 
wounded.  Next  day  the  Bavarian  garrilbn  aban- 
doned Donawert,  of  which  the  confederates  took 
immediate  poffeffion  •,  while  the  elector  pafTed  the 
Danube  in  his  march  to  the  river  Leche,  left  the 
victors  mould  cut  off  his  retreat  to  his  own  coun- 
try. The  confederates  having  crofted  the  Danube 
A  a  2  on 
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A.  c.  1704.  onfeveral  bridges  of  pontoons,  a  detachment'wa-s 
fent  to  pals  the  Leche,  and. take  poll  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  elector,  who  had  retired  under  the  can- 
non of  Augfburg.  The  garrifon  of  Neuburg  re- 
tiring to  Ingolitadt,  the  place  was  fecured  by  the 
confederates  -t  and  the  count  de  Prize  was  detach- 
ed with  nine  battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons  to  in- 
velt  the  town  of  Rain.  Advice  arriving  from 
prince  Eugene,  that  the  marechals  Villeroy  and 
Tallard  had  paffed  the  Rhine  at  Fort  Kehl,  with 
an  army  of  five  and  forty  thoufand  men,  to  fuccour 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  the  generals  of  the  allies  im- 
mediately detached  prince  Maximilian  of  Hanover 
with  thirty  fquadrons  of  horfe,  as  a  reinforcement 
to  the  prince.  In  a  few  days  Rain  furrendered, 
and  Aicka  was  taken  by  afiault.  The  emperor  no 
fooner  received  a  confirmation  of  the  victory  of 
Schellenberg,  than  he  wrote  a  letter  of  acknow- 
ledgment to  the  duke  of  Marlborough;  and, 
ordered  count  Wratiflau  to  intimate  his  intention 
of  inverting  him  with  the  title  of  prince  of  the  em- 
pire, which  the  duke  declined  accepting,  until  the 
queen  interpofed  her  authority  at  the  defire  of 
Leopold. 

Fruits  ne.      The  allies  advanced  within  a  league  of  Augfburg, 
gotution      and  though   they  found  the  elector  of  Bavaria  too 
•bteer    fecurely  pofted  under  the  cannon  of  that  city,  to 
Bavaria,      be  diflodgcd  or  attacked  with  any  profpect  of  foe.- 
cefs,    they   encamped    with   Frieddurgh   in   their 
centre,  fo  as  to  cut  off  all  communication  between 
him  and  his   dominions.     The  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough having  reduced   him  to  this  fituation,  pro- 
pofed  very  advantageous  terms  of  peace,  provided 
he  would  abandon  the  French  intereft  and  join  the 
Imperialists  in  Italy.     His  fubjects    feeing   them- 
felves   at  the   mercy  of  the  allies,  prefied   him  to 
comply  with  thofc  offers,   rather  than    expofe  his 
country  to  ruin  and  defolation.     A  negotiation  was 
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begun,  and  he  feemed  ready  to  fign  the  articles,  A<  c-  »7°4« 
when  hearing  that  marechal  Tallard  had  pafTed  the 
Black-foreft  to  join  him  with  a  great  body  of  forces, 
he  declared,  that  fmce  the  king  of  France  had 
made  fuch  powerful  efforts  to  fupport  him,  he 
thought  himlelf  obliged  in  honour  to  continue  firm 
in  his  alliance.  The  generals  of  the  allies  were  ib 
exafperated  at  this  difappointment,  that  they  fent 
out  detachments  to  ravage  the  country  of  Bavaria 
as  far  as  Munich  ;  and  upwards  of  three  hundred 
towns,  villages,  and  caftles,  were  inhumanly  de- 
itroyed,  to  the  indelible  difgrace  of  thole  who 
countenanced  and  conducted  fuch  barbarous  prac- 
tices. The  elector,  mocked  at  thefe  brutal  pro- 
ceedings, defired,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  that  a  flop  might  be  put  to  acts  of 
violence  Ib  oppofite  to  true  glory.  The  anfwer 
he  received,  implied,  that  it  was  in  his  own  power 
to  put  an  end  to  them  by  a  fpeedy  accommodation. 
Incenied  at  this  reply,  he  declared,  that  fmce  they 
had  obliged  him  to  draw  the  fword,  he  would 
throw  away  the  fcabbard.  1  lie  duke  and  prince 
Lewis  rinding  it  impracticable  to  attack  the  elector 
in  his  ftrong  camp,  reiblved  to  undertake  the  fiege 
of  Ingoldftadt  •,  and,  for  that  purpofe  p?.fled  the 
Paer  near  the  town  of  Schroboenhaufen,  where 
they  encamped  with  their  J£ft  at  Clofterberg.  On 
the  fifth  day  of  Auguft  the  elector  of  Bayaria 
marched  to  Biberach,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Tallard.  He  refolved  to  pafs  the  Danube  at 
Lawingen,  to  attack  prince  tugene,  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  French  army  from  the  lines  of  Biehl, 
and  lay  encamped  at  Hochftadt.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, he  made  a  motion  that  difappointed  the  ene- 
my. Neverthelefs,  they  perfifted  in  their  defign 
of  pading  the  Danube  and  encamping  at  Blenheim. 
The  allies  reiblved,  that  prince  Lewis  fhouid  un- 
dertake the  liege  of  Ingoldftadt,  whilft  prince 
A  a  3  Eugene 
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A.  c.  1704- Eugene  and  the  duke  mould  obferve  the  elector  of 
Bavaria.  Advice  being  received  that  he  had 
actually  crofTed  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  joined  the  forces  of  prince  Eugene 
at  the  camp  of  Munfter  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
Auguft,  prince  Lewis  having  by  this  time  march- 
ed off  towards  the  place  he  intended  to  befiege. 
Next  day  the  duke  of  Marlborcrugh  and  princo 
Eugene  obferved  the  pofture  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  advantageoufly  ported  on  a  hill  near  Hoch- 
ftadt,  their  right  being  covered  by  the  Danube 
and  the  village  of  Blenheim,  their  left  by  the  vil- 
lage of  Lutzengen,  and  their  front  by  a  rivulet, 
the  banks  of  which  were  fleep  and  the  bottom 
marfhy. 

Thecf.nfe-  Notwithflanding  thefe  difficulties,  the  generals 
tTn'aci  refolved  to  attack  them  immediately,  rather  than 
pietevftory  lie  enactivc  until  their  forage  and  provilion  fhould 
1  adt."  be  confumed.  They  were  moreover  ftimulated  to 
this  hazardous  enterprife,  by  an  intercepted  letter 
to  the  elector  of  Bavaria  from  marechal  Villeroy, 
giving  him  to  underftand,  that  he  had  received 
orders  to  ravage  the  country  of  Wirtemberg,  and 
intercept  all  communication  between  the  Rhine 
and  the  allied  army.  The  difpofitions  being  made 
for  the  attack,  and  the  orders  communicated  to 
the  general  officers,  the  forces  advanced  into  the 
plain  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft,  and  were 
ranged  in  order  of  battle.  The  cannonading  be- 
gan about  nine  in  the  morning,  and  continued  on 
both  fides  till  one  in  the  afternoon.  The  French 
and  Bavarians  amounted  to  about  fixty  thoufand 
men.  .  Marechal  Tallard  commanded  on  the  right, 
and  pofted  feven  and  twenty  battalions  with  twelve 
fquadrons  in  the  village  of  Blenheim,  fuppofing 
that  there  the  allies  would  make  their  chief  effort : 
their  left  was  conducted  by  the  elector  of  Bavaria, 
affifted  by  Marfm,  a  French  general  of  experience 

and 
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and  capacity.  The  number  of  the  confederates  did  A-  c-  '7°4- 
not  exceed  five  and  fifty  thoufand:  their  right  was 
under  the  direction  of  prince  Eugene,  and  their  left 
commanded  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  At  noon 
the  action  was  begun  by  a  body  of  Englilh  and 
Hefiians,  under  major-general  Wilkes,  who  hav- 
ing pafTcd  the  rivulet  with  difficulty,  and  filed  off 
to  the  left  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  attacked  the 
village  of  Blenheim  with  great  vigour  ;  but  were 
repuifed  after  three  fucceffive  attempts.  Mean 
•while,  the  troops  in  the  center  and  part  of  the  right 
wing,  parTed  the  rivulet  on  planks  in  different 
places  •,  and,  formed  on  the  other  fide  without  any 
moleftation  from  the  enemy.  At  length,  however, 
they  were  charged  by  the  French  horfe  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  and  fo  terribly  galled  in  flank  by  the 
troops  pofted  at  Blenheim,  that  they  fell  in  dif- 
order,  and  part  of  them  repaired  the  rivulet ;  but, 
a  reinforcement  of  dragoons  coming  up,  the 
French  cavalry  were  broke  in  their  turn,  and  driven 
to  the  very  hedges  of  the  village  of  Blenheim.  The 
lefc  wing  of  the  confederates  being  now  completely 
formed,  afcended  the  hill  in  a  firm  compacted 
body,  charging  the  enemy's  horfe,  which  could 
no  longer  {land  their  ground ;  but  rallied  feveral 
times  as  they  gave  way.  Tallard,  in  order  to  make 
a  vigorpus  effort,  ordered  ten  battalions  to  fill  up 
the  intervals  of  his  cavalry.  The  duke  perceiving 
his  defign,  fent  three  battalions  of  the  troops  of 
Zell  to  fuilain  his  horfe.  Neverthelefs,  the  line 
was  a  little  difordered  by  the  prodigious  fire  from 
the  French  infantry,  and  even  obliged  to  recoil 
about  fixty  paces  •,  but,  the  confederates  advancing 
to  the  charge  with  redoubled  ardour,  routed  the 
French  horfe ;  and  their  battalions  being  thus 
abandoned,  were  cue  in  peices.  Tallard,  having 
rallied  his  broken  cavalry  behind  lome  tents  that 
were  ftill  finding,  refolvcd  to  draw  off  the  troops 
A  a  4  he 
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;°>he  had  pofted  in  the  village  of  Blenheim,  and  fent 
an  aid-du-camp  to  Marfm,  who  was  with  the  elec- 
tor of  Bavaria  on  the  left,  to  defire  he  would  face 
the  confederates  with  fome  troops  to  the  right  of 
the  village  of  Oberklau,  fo  as  to  keep   them  in 
play,  and  favour  the  retreat  of  the  forces  from 
.Blenheim.     That  officer   affured   him,  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  in  a  condition  to  fpare  troops,  that 
he  could  hardly  maintain  his  ground.     The  fate  of 
the  day  was  now  more   than   half  decided.     The 
French  cavalry  being  vigoroufly  attacked  in  flank 
were  totally  defeated.     Part  of  them  endeavoured 
to  gain  the  bridge  which  they  had  thrown  over  the 
Danube  between   Hochftadt  and  Blenheim  •,  but 
they  were  fo  clolely  purfued,  that  thole  who  efcaped 
the  (laughter  threw  themlelves  into  the  river,  where 
they  perimed.      Tallard,    being  furrounded,    was 
taken  near  a  mill  behind  the  village  of  Sonderen, 
together  with  the  marquis  de  Montperoux  general 
of  horle,  the  major-generals  de  bcppcviile,  de  Silly, 
de  la  Valiere,  and   many  other  officers  of  diftinc- 
tion.     Whilft  thele  occurrences  pafifed  on  the  left 
wing,  Marfin's  quarters  at  the  village  of  Oberklau, 
in  the  centre,  wen?  attacked  by  ten  battalions,  un- 
der the  prince  of  HoHlein-bcck,  who  pafied  the 
rivulet  with  undaunted  refoiution  ;  but,  before  he 
could  form  his  men  on  the  other  fide,  he  was  over- 
powered by  numbers,  mortally  wounded,  and  taken 
prifoner.     His  battalions  being  fupported  by  fome 
Danifh  and  Hanoverian  cavalry,  reneweckthe charge, 
and  were   again   rrpuifed  :  at  length,  the  duke  of 
Maryborough   in  perfon    brought   up  fome  frefli 
fquadrons  from  the  body  of  referve,  and  obliged 
the  enemy  to  retire.     By  this  time,  prince,  Eugene 
had  obliged  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  to  give 
ground,  after  having  furmounted  a  great  number 
of  difficulties,  fuftained  a  very  obftinate  oppofition, 
and  fecn  his  cavalry,  in  which  his  chief  ilrength 
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feemed  to  lie,  three  times  repulfed.  The  duke  of A  c-  iw> 
Marlborough  had  no  fooner  defeated  the'  right 
wing,  than  he  made  a  difpofition  to  reinforce  the 
prince,  when  he  underftood  from  an  aid-du-camp, 
that  his  highnefs  had  no  occafion  for  afliftance  ; 
and,  that  the  elector  with  monfieur  de  Marfin  had 
abandoned  Obsrklau  and  Lutzengen.  They  were 
purfued  as  far  as  the  villages  of  Morfelingen  and 
Teiffenhoven,  from  whence  they  retreated  to  Dil- 
Tngen  and  Lawingen.  The  confederates  were  now 
mailers  of  the  field  of  battle,  and  furrounded  the 
village  of  Blenheim,  in  which,  as  we  have  already 
obferved,  feven  and  twenty  battalions  and  twelve 
fquadrons  were  pofted.  Seeing  themfelves  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  reft  of  their  army, 
and  defpairing  of  being  able  to  force  their  way 
through  the  allies,  they  capitulated  about  eight  in 
the  evening,  laid  down  their  arms,  delivered  their 
colours  and  ftandards,  and  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war,  on  condition,  that  the  officers 
mould  not  be  rifled.  This  was  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  and  complete  victories  that  ever  was  ob- 
tained. Ten  thoufand  French  and  Bavarians  were 
left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  :  the  greater  part  of 
thirty  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons  perifhed  in 
the  river  Danube:  thirteen  thoufand, were  made 
prifoners :  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken,  with  twenty-four  mortars,  'one  hundred  and 
twenty  nine  colours,  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
one  ftandards,  feventeen  pair  of  kettledrums, 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  tents,  four  and 
thirty  coaches,  three  hundred  laden  mules,  two 
bridges  of  boats,  fifteen  pontoons,  fifteen  ba-rrels 
and  eight  cafks  filled  with  filver.  Of  the  allies, 
about  four  thoufand  five  hundred  men  were  killed, 
and  about  eight  thoufand  wounded  or  taken.  The 
lofs  of  the  battle  was  imputed  to  two  capital  errors 
committed  by  marechal  Tallard  •,  namely,  his  weak- 
ening the  centre,  by  detaching  fuch  a  number 

of 
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A.C,  1704.  of  troops  to  the  village  of  Blenheim,  and  his  fufFer- 
ing  the. confederates  to  pafs  the  rivulet,  and  form 
,  unmolefted.  Certain  it  is,  thefe  circumftanees 
contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  who  rode  through  the  hotteft  of  the  fire 
with  the  calmeft  intrepidity,  giving  his  orders  with 
that  prefence  of  mind  and  deliberation  which  were 
fo  peculiar  to  his  character.  When  he  next  day 
vifited  Tallard,  he  told  that  general,  he  was  forry 
fuch  a  misfortune  ft\ould  happen  perfonallyon  one 
for  whom  he  had  a  profound  efteem.  The  mare- 
chal  congratulated  him  on  having  vanquifhed  the 
beft  troops  in  the  world  j  a  compliment  to  which 
the  duke  replied,  That  he  thought  his  own  the 
beft  troops  in  the  world,  feeing  they  had  conquer- 
ed thole  upon  whom  the  marechal  had  beftowed 
fuch  an  encomium. 

fcjgeof          The  victorious  general  having  by  this  decifive 

j,ana»u.  ftroke  faved  the  houfe  of  Auftria  from  ruin,  and 
intirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire, 
fignified  their  opinion  to  prince  Lewis  of  Baden, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  common 
caufe  to  join  all  their  forces  and  drive  the  French 
out  of  Germany,  rather  than  lofe  time  at  the  fiegc 
of  Ingoldftadt,  which  would  furrender  of  courie. 
This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  conduct  of  the 
French  garrifon  at  Augfburg,  who  quitted  that 
place  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Auguit.  The  magi- 
ftrates  fent  a  deputation,  craving  the  protection 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  forthwith  order- 
ed a  detachment  to  take  pofleffion  of  that  im- 
portant city.  The  duke  having  fent  marechal  de 
Tallard  under  a  guard  of  dragoons  to  Frankfort, 
and  difpofed  of  the  other  prifoners  of  diftinclion  in 
the  adjacent  places,  encamped  at  Sefellingen,  with- 
in a  half  league  of  Ulm.  Here  he  held  a  confe- 
rence with  the  princes  Eugene  and  Lewis  of  Baden, 
in  which  they  agreed,  that,  as  the  enemy  retreated 
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towards  the  Rhine,  the  confederate  army  mould  A-c' ^o-t* 
take  the  fame  route,  excepting  three  and  twenty 
battalions  and  Come  fquadrons,  to  be  left  for  the 
fiege  of  Ulm,  under  general  Thungen.  They 
began  their  march  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  Au~ 
gull,  by  different  routes,  to  the  general  rendez- 
vous at  Brufchal,  near  Philipfburg.  Then  they 
reiolved,  that  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  Ihould  un- 
dertake the  fiege  of  Landau,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  circle  of  Suabia  from  the  incurfions  of  that 
garrifon.  Confidering  the  confirmation  that  pre- 
vailed all  over  France,  nothing  could  be  more  im- 
politic than  this  meafure,  which  gave  the  enemy 
time  for  recollection,  and  recruiting  their  forces. 
It  was  a  propofal  on  which  the  prince  of  Baden  in^ 
fifted  with  uncommon  obilinacy.  He  was  even 
fufpected  of  corruption.  He  was  jealous  of  the 
glory  which  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  ac- 
quired ;  and  fuch  a  bigotted  papift  that  he  repined 
at  the  fuccefs  of  an  heretical  general.  On  the 
twelfth  day  of  September,  he  marched  towards 
Landau  with  the  troops  deflined  for  the  fiege,  and 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  with  prince  Eugene  en- 
camped at  Croon  WeifTenburg,  to  cover  the  enter- 
prize.  By  this  time  Ulm  had  furrendered  to  Thun- 
gen, even  before  the  trenches  were  opened.  Vil- 
leroy  advanced  with  his  army  towards  Landau,  as 
if  he  had  intended  to  attack  the  confederates  ;  but 
lie  retired  without  having  made  any  attempt  for 
the  relief  of  the  place,  which  was  defended  with 
the  moft  obftinate  valour  till  the  twenty- third  day 
of  November,  when  the  befiegers  having  lodged 
themielves  on  the  counterfcarps,  the  breaches  be- 
ing practicable,  and  the  difpoiitions  made  for  a 
general  aflault,  the  garrifon  capitulated  upon 
honourable  conditions.  The  king  of  the  Romans 
had  arrived  in  the  camp,  that  he  might  have  th£ 
credit  of  taking  the  place,  the  commajid  of  which 
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A.c.i7o4.jiebeftowed  on  the  count  de  Prize,  who  had  be- 
fore defended  it  with  equal  courage  and  ability. 
<Jf  M«ibo-  The  next  enterprize  which  the  confederates  un- 
roughre.  dertook,  was  the  fiege  of  Traerbach.  The  here- 
S««d.  diary  prince  of  HerTe-Cafiel  being  intruded  with 
the  directions  of  the  attack,  inverted  the  caftle  in 
the  beginning  of  November ;  and,  though  it  was 
ftrongly  fortified  and  well  defended,  carried  on 
his  operations  with  fuch  ipirit  and  afiiduity,  that 
in  about  fix  weeks  the  garrifon  furrendered  the 
place  on  honourable  terms.  In  the  mean  time 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  to  Berlin,  where 
he  negotiated  for  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thou- 
fand  PrufTians  to  ferve  under  prince-Eugene  in 
Italy,  during  the  next  campaign.  Thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  court  of  Hanover,  where,  as  in  all 
other  places,  he  was  received  with  particular  marks 
of  diftin&ion.  When  he  arrived  at  the  Hague, 
he  was  congratulated  by  the  Hates-general  on  his 
victories  at  Schellenberg  and  Blenheim,  and  as 
much  confidered  in  Holland  as  if  he  had  been 
actually  ftadtholder.  He  had  received  a  fecond 
letter  from  the  emperor,  couched  in  the  warmed 
.  terms  of  acknowledgment,  and  was  declared  prince 
of  the  empire.  In  December  he  embarked  for 
England,  where  he  found  the  people  in  a  tranfport 
of  joy,  and  was  welcomed  as  an  hero  who  had  re- 
trieved the  glory  of  the  nation. 

s-ateofthe       In  Flanders,  nothing  of  moment  was  executed, 

uarinrfiffe-  except  the  bombardment  of  Bruges  and  Namur  by 

Euro?"'*  °  baron  Spaar,  with  nine  thouland  Dutch  troops  •, 

and  two  attempts  upon  the  French  lines,  which  were 

a6tually  penetrated   by  Overkirk,   though   he  was 

not  able  to  maintain  the  footing  he  had   gained. 

The  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  had  retired  to  Bruffds 

after  his  defeat,  formed  a  fcheme  for  iurprifing  the 

Dutch  general  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and 

aficmbled   all  his  troops  at  Tirlemontj  but  the 

French 
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French  court,  apprehenfive  of  his  temerity,  fent^-0  »7°4- 
Villeroy  to  watch  his  conduct,  and  prevent  his 
hazarding  an  engagement,  except  with  a  fair  pro- 
fpect  of  advantage.  The  marechal  finding  him  de- 
termined to  give  battle  at  all  events,  reprefented  » 
the  improbability  of  lucceeding  againft  an  enemy 
ib  advantageoufly  pofted  ;  and  the  ill  confluences 
of  a  repulfe  ;  but  finding  the  elector  deaf  to  all  his 
remonftrances,  he  flatly  refufed  to  march,  and  pro- 
duced the  king's  order  to  avoid  an  engagement. 
In  Italy  the  French  met  with  no  oppbfition.  The 
duke  of  Savoy  being  unable  to  face  the  enemy  in 
the  field,  was  obliged  to  lie  inactive,  and  lee  the 
duke  of  Vendome  reduce  Vercelli  and  Ivrea,  and 
undertake  the  fiege  of  Verac,  while  he  polled  his 
little  army  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  at  Crefcen- 
tino,  where  he  had  a  bridge  of  communication,  by 
which  he  fupplied  the  place  occafionally  with  frefh 
troops  and  provifion.  It  held  out  five  months, 
againft  all  the  efforts  of  the  French  general  :  at 
length  the  communication  being  cut  oil,  the  duke 
of  Savoy  retired  to  Chivas.  He  bore  his  misfor- 
tunes with  great  equanimity,  and  told  the  Englifh 
minifter,  that  though  he  was  abandoned  by  the 
allies,  he  would  never  abandon  himfelf.  The  em- 
peror had  neglected  Italy,  tha.t  he  might  act  with 
more  vigour  againft  Ragotfki  and  the  Hungarian 
malcontents,  over  whom  he  obtained  feveral  advan- 
tages •,  notwithstanding  which  they  continued  for- 
midable, from  their  number,  bravery,  and  reiolu- 
lution.  The  minifters  of  the  allies  preffed  Leo- 
pold to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  with 
thofe  rebels,  and  conferences  were  opened  :  but 
he  was  not  fincerely  difpofed  to  an  accommoda- 
tion, and  Ragotfki  aimed  at  the  principality  of 
Tranfylvania,  which  the  court  of  Vienna  would  nbt 
eafily  relinquish.  The  emperor  was  not  a  little 
alarmed  by  the  revolution  at  the  Ottoman  Porte, 

until 
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A.C.  1704.  until  the  new  fultan  difpatched  a  chiaiis  to  Vienna!, 
with  an  alTurance  that  he  would  give  no  afliftance 
to  the  malcontents  of  Hungary.  In  Poland,  the 
diet  being  affembled  by  the  cardinal  primate,  Sta- 
niflaus  Lezinfki,  palatine  of  Pofnania,  was  elected 
and  proclaimed  king,  and  recognized  by  Charles 
of  Sweden,  who  dill  maintained  his  army  by  con- 
tributions in  that  country,  more  intent  upon  the 
ruin  of  Auguftus,  than  upon  the  prefervation  of 
his  own  dominions  ;  for  he  payed  no  regard  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  Mufcovites,  who  had  ravaged  Livo- 
nia, reduced  Narva,  and  made  incurfions  into  Swe- 
den. Auguftus  retreated  into  his  Saxon  domi- 
nions, which  he  impoverimed,  in  order  to  raife  a 
great  army,  with  which  he  might  return  to  Poland ; 
and  the  pope  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  this  new  con- 
vert, fo  far  as  to  cite  the  cardinal  primate  to  ap- 
pear at  Rome,  and  give  an  account  of  the  fhare  he 
had  in  the  Polifh  troubles.  The  proteftants  of  the 
Cevennois  deriving  courage  from  defpair,  became 
fo  troublefome  to  the  government  of  France,  that 
Lewis  was  obliged  to  treat  them  with  lenity  :  he 
fent  marechal  Villars  againft  them  with  a  frefh 
reinforcement  j  but  at  the  fame  time  furnimed  him 
with  inftruftions  to  treat  for  an  accommodation. 
This  officer  immediately  commenced  a  negotiation 
with  Cavalier,  the  chief  of  the  revolters;  and  a 
formal  treaty  was  concluded,  by  which  they  were 
indulged  with  liberty  of  confcience.  But  thefe 
articles  were  very  ill  obferved  by  the  French  mi- 
niltry. 

Gamf-aign  -  In  Portugal  the  interefl  of  king  Charles  wore 
in  p«Mtu8ai.  a  verv  melancholy  afpeft.  When  he  arrived  at 
Lifbon,  he  found  no  preparations  made  for  opening 
the  campaign.  The  Pcrtuguefe  miniftry  favoured 
the  French  in  ferret :  the  people  were  averfe  to 
heretics :  the  duke  of  Schomberg  was  on  ill  terms 
with  Fagel  the  Dutch  general :  the  Portuguefe 

forces 


ANNE. 

forces  confifted  of  raw  undifciplined  pea&nts  •,  and  A>  c- 
the  French  ambaflador  had  bought  up  the  belt 
horfes  in  the  kingdom  j  fo  that  the  troopers  could 
not  be  properly  mounted.  The  king  of  Portugal 
had  promiied  to  enter  Spain  with  Charles  by  the 
middle  of  May  :  but  he  was  not  ready  till  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  when  they  reached  Santaren.  By 
this  time  they  had  publifhed  their  refpective  mani- 
feftoes  ;  Charles  difplaying  his  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  promiiing  pardon  to  all  his  fubjects 
who  mould  in  three  months  ioin  his  army  •,  and  the 
king  of  Portugal  declaring  that  his  fole  aim  in  tak- 
ing up  arms,  was  to  reftore  the  liberty  of  the  Spa- 
niih  nation,  opprefled  by  the  power  of  France,  as 
well  as  to  aflert  the  right  of  Charles  to  that  mo<* 
narchy.  The  prefent  poffefTor,  whom  they  men- 
tioned  by  the  name  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  had1  al- 
ready anticipated  their  invafion.  His  general  the 
duke  of  Berwick  entering  Portugal,  took  the  town 
of  Segura  by  ftratagem.  The  governor  of  Salva- 
terra  furrendered  at  difcretion  :  Cebreros  was  re- 
duced without  much  oppofition :  Zebredo  was 
abandoned  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  town  of 
Ihana  la  Vielia  was  taken  by  alTault.  Portugal  was 
at  the  fame  time  invaded  in  different  parts  by  the 
marquis  de  Jeoffrevjlle,  prince  Tferclaes  de  Tilly, 
and  the  marquis  de  Villadarias.  Two  Dutch  bat- 
talions were  attacked  and  taken  by  the  duke  of 
Berwick  at  Sodreira  Formofa.  Then  he  patted  the 
Tagus  and  joined  prince  Tferclaes.  King  Philip 
arriving  in  the  army,  inverted  Portalegre  ;  and  the 
garrifon,  including  an  Engliih  regiment  of  foot 
commanded  by  colonel  Stanhope,  were  made  pri- 
foners  of  war.  The  next  place  he  befieged  was 
Caftel  Davide,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate,  al- 
though the  marquis  Das  Minas,  in  order  to  make  • 
a  diverfion,  entered  Spain  whh  fifteen  thouf-md 

men 
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A.  c.  7704.  men,  took  Fuente  Grimaldo,  in  Caftile,  by  aflfault, 
defeated  a  body  of  French  and  Spaniards  com- 
manded by   Don  Ronquillo,    and   made   himfelf 
mafter  of  Manfeinto.     The  weather  growing  excef- 
fively  hot,  Philip  fent  his  troops  into  quarters  of  re- 
fremment ;  and  the  allies   followed  his  example. 
Duke  Schomberg  finding  his  advice  very  little  re- 
garded by  the  Portuguefe  miniftry,  and  feeing  very 
little  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  defired  leave  to  re%n  his 
command,  which  the  queen  beftowed  upon  the  earl 
of  Galway,  who,  with  a  reinforcement  of  Englifh 
and  Dutch  troops,    arrived  at  Lifbon  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  July.     About  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, the  two  kings  repaired  to  the  camp  near 
Almeda,    relolving   to  invade  Caftile  •,    but   they 
found  the  river  Agneda  fo  well  guarded  by  the 
duke  of  Berwick,  that  they  would  not  attempt  a 
paflage.     They  therefore  retired  into  the  territories 
of  Portugal,  and  the  army  was  put  into  winter- 
quarters.     The  Spaniards  were  now  fo  weakened, 
by  detachments  fent  with  the  marquis  de  Villada- 
rias  towards  Gibraltar,  that  the  duke  of  Berwick 
could  not  execute  any  fcheme  of  importance  dur- 
ing the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign. 
Kookeukes      The  arms  of  hngland  were  not  lei's  fortunate  by 
Gibraltar:  fea  than   they  had  been  upon   the  Danube.     Sir 
George  Rooke  having  landed  king  Charles  at  Lif- 
bon, lent  a  fquadron  to  cruife  off  cape  Sparcell, 
under  the  command  of  rear-admiral  Dilkes,  who, 
on  the  r.welfth  of  March,  engaged  and  took  three 
Spanifh  mips  of  war,  bound  from  St.  Sebaftian's  to 
Cadiz.     Rooke  received  orders  from  the  queen  to 
fail  to  the  relief  of  Nice  and  Villa  Franca,  which 
were  threatened  with  a  fiege  by  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome,  and  at  the  fame  time  he  was  prefled  by  king 
Charles  to  execute  a  fcheme  upon  Barcelona,  pro- 
jected by  the  prince  of  Hefie-D'Armftadc,  who  de- 
clared 
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tlarcct  his  opinion,  that  the  Catalonians  would  de-  A- 
clare  for  the  houic  of  Auftria,  as  foon  as  they  fhould 
be  afifured  of  proper  ilipport  and  protection.  The 
miniftry  of  England  underftanding  that  the  French 
were  employed  in  equipping  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  in  Breft»  and  judging  it  was  cleftined  to  aft 
in  the  Mediterranean,  fent  out  Sir  Cloudefley  Sho- 
vel with  a  considerable  fleet,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Breft  Iquadron  ;  and  he  was  provided  with 
inftruclions  how  to  act:  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  failed  to 
the  Mediterranean.  Mean  while,  Sir  George 
Rooke,  in  compliance  with  the  intreaties  of  king 
Charles,  failed  with  the  tranfports  under  his  con- 
voy to  Barcelona,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  May 
appeared  before  the  city.  Next  day  the  troops 
were  landed  by  the  prince  of  HeiFc,  to  the  number 
of  two  thouland,  and  the  Dutch  ketches  bom- 
barded the  -place  :  but  by  this  time  the  gover  - 
nor  had  fecured  the  chiefs  of  the  Auftrian  party ; 
and  the  people  exhibiting  no  marks  of  attachment 
to  king  Charles,  the  prince  re-imbarked  his  fol- 
diers,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  their  being  attacked 
and  overpowered  by  numbers*  On  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June,  Sir  George  Rooke  being  joined  by 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  refolved  to  proceed  up  the 
Mediterranean  in  queft  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
had  failed  thither  from  Breft,  and  which  Rooke 
had  actually  difcovered,  in  the  preceding  month, 
on  their  voyage  to  Toulon.  On  the  leventeenth 
day  of  July,  the  admiral  called  a  council  of  war  in 
the  road  of  Tetuan,  when  they  refolved  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  Gibraltar,  which  was  but  flenderly 
provided  with  a  garrifon.  Thither  they  failed,  and 
on  the  twenty -firft  day  of  the  month  the  prince  of 
Hefife  landed  on  the  ifthmus  with  eighteen  hun- 
dred marines :  then  he  fummoned  the  governor  to 
fu  rrender,  and  was  anfwered  that  the  place  would 
be  defended  to  the  laft  extremity.  Next  day  the 
N°.  '88,  B  b  admiral 
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A.  c.  1704. 'admiral  gave  orders  for  cannonading  the  town;  and 
perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their 
fortifications  at  the  fouth  molehead,  commanded 
captain  Whitaker  to  arm  all  the  boats,  and  affault 
that  quarter.     The  captains  Hicks  and  Jumper, 
who  happenened  to  be  neareft  the  mole,   immedi- 
ately manned  their  pinaces,  and  entered  the  fortifi- 
cations fword  in  hand.     The  Spaniards   fprnng  a 
mine,  by  which  two  lieutenants  and  about  a  hun- 
dred men  were  killed  or  wounded.     Neverthelefs, 
the  two  captains  took  pofTefTion  of  a  platform,  and 
kept  their  ground  until  they  were  fuftained  by  cap- 
tain Whitaker   and  the  reft  of  the   feamen,  who 
took  by  ftorm  a  redoubt  between  the  mole  and  the 
town.     Then  the  governor  capitulated ;  and  the 
prince  of  HefTe  entered  the  place,  amazed  at  the 
fuccefs  of  this  attempt,  confidering  the  ftrength  of 
the  fortifications,  which  might  have  been  defended 
by  fifty  men  againft  a  numerous  army, 
ana  *i>rft»       A  fufficient  garrifon  being  left  with  his  highnefs 
the  French  the  admiral  returned  to  Tetuan  to  take   in  wood 
JSeoff     an(*  water ;    and  when  he  failed,  on  the  ninth  day 
Malaga,      of  Auguft,  he  defcried  the  French  fleet,  to  which 
he  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail  he  could  fpread.   On 
the  thirteenth  he  came  up  with  it,  as  it  lay  in  a  line 
off  Malaga  ready  to  receive  him,  to  the  number  of 
two  and  fifty  great  fhips,  and  four  and  twenty  gal- 
lies,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Tholoufe, 
high-admiral  of  France,  with  the  inferior  flags  of 
the  white  and  blue  divifions.  The  Englifh  fleet  con- 
fifted  of  three  and  fifty  (hips  of  the  line,  exclufive 
of  frigates-,  but  they  were  inferior  to  the  French 
in  number  of  guns  and  men,  as  well  as  in  weight 
of  metal,    and   altogether  unprovided  of  gallies, 
from  which   the  enemy  reaped  great   advantage 
during  the  engagement.     A  little  after  ten  in  the 
morning,   the  battle   began  with   equal  fury  on 
both  fides,  and  continued  to  rage  with  doubtful 

fuccefc 
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rdccefs  till  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  van  of  A.  c.  i?«^ 
the  French  gave  way  :  neverthelefs*  the  fight  was 
maintained  till  night,  when  the  enemy  bore  away 
to  leeward.  The  wind  fhifting  before  morning, 
the  French  gained  the  weather-gage  ;  but  they 
made  no  ufe  of  this  advantage :  for  two  luccefiive 
days  the  Englim  admiral  endeavoured  to  renew  the 
engagement,  which  the  count  de  Tholoule  declin- 
ed, and  at  laft  he  difappeared.  The  lofs  was  pretty 
equal  oft  both  fides,  though  not  a  fmgle  ihip  was 
taken  or  deftroyed  by  either :  biit  the  honour  of 
the  day  certainly  remained  with  the  Englim.  Over 
and  above  the  difadvantages  we  have  enumerated* 
their  bottoms  were  foul,  and  feveral  large  mips 
had  expended  all  their  (hot  long  before  the  battle 
Ceafed :  yet  the  enemy  were  fo  ronghy  handled, 
that  they  did  not  venture  another  engagement  dur- 
ing the  whole  war.  The  French  king,  in  order  to 
raife  the  drooping  fpirits  of  his  people,  claimed  the 
victory,  and  publimed  an  account  of  the  action^ 
which,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  plainly  proves  that 
he  was  reduced  to  the  mean  mift  of  impoiing  upon 
his  fubjects,  by  falfe  and  partial  reprefentations* 
Among  other  exaggerations  in  this.detail,  we  find 
mention  made  of  mifchief  done  to  French  /hips  by 
Englim  bombs-,  though  nothing  is  mo'rd  certain, 
than  that  there  was  not  one  bomb-vefiel  in  the 
combined  fleet.  The  French  academy,  actuated 
by  a  fervile  fpirit  of  adulation,  caufed  a  medal  to 
be  ftruck  on  the  occafion,  which,  inftead  of  per- 
petuating the  glory  of  their  prince,  ferves  only  to 
tranfmit  their  own  mame  to  poftefity.  After  the 
battle,  Sir  George  Rooke  failed  to  Gibraltar  to  re- 
fit, and  leaving  a  fquadron  with  Sir  John  Leake, 
let  fail  for  England  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
Atiguft.  He  arrived  in  September,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  the  miniftry,  and  the  people  in  general^ 
with  thofe  marks  of  efteem  and  veneration  which  • 
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A.C.  1704.  Were  due  to  his  long  iervices  and  fignal  fuccefs ; 
'  but  he  was  (till  perfecuted  with  a  fpirit  of  envy  and 
detraction.  Philip  king  of  Spain,  alarmed  at  the 
reduction  of  Gibraltar,  lent  the  marquis  de  Villa- 
darias  with  an  army  to  retake  it.  The  liege  lafted 
four  months,  during  which  the  prince  of  Hefle -ex- 
hibited many  fhining  proofs  of  courage  and  ability. 
The  place  was  fupphed  with  men  and  provifion, 
by  convoys  from  Lifbon,  until  monfieur  de  Pointis 
put  a  flop  to  that  communication,  by  entering  the 
bay  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  :  but  he  was  obliged 
to  retire  at  the  approach  of  Sir  John  Leake  and 
admiral  VanderdufTen ;  and  the  marquis  de  Villa- 
darias  having  made  little  or  no  progrefs  at  land, 
thought  proper  to  abandon  the  enterprife. 
Sfir.onpf  The  parliament  of  England  meeting  on  the 
^England,  twenty- ninth  day  of  Ocbober,  the  queen  in  her 
fpeech  obferved,  that  the  great  and  remarkable 
fuccefs  with  which  God  had  bleffed  her  arms,  pro- 
duced unanimous  joy  and  fatisfaction  through  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  •,  and  that  a  timely  improve- 
ment of  the  prelent  advantages  would  enable  her 
to  procure  a  lafting  foundation  of  fecurity  for  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  a  firm  fupport  for  the  liberty  of 
Europe.  She  declared  her  intention  was  to  be 
>  kind  and  indulgent  to  all  her  fubjects.  She  ex- 
prefTed  her  hope  that  they  would  do  nothing  to 
endanger  the  lois  of  this  opportunity  •,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  contention  among  them,  but  an 
emulation  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  Con- 
gratulatory addreffes  were  voted  and  prefented  by 
both  houfes.  They  were  equal  in  their  pofefiions 
of  duty  and  affection  to  the  queen  •,  but  the  ad- 
drefles  imbibed  a^  very  different  colour  from  the 
different  factions  by  which  die  two  houfes  were  in- 
fluenced. The  lords  congratulated  her  on  the 
great  and  glorious  lucceis  of  her  arms  under  the 
command  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  without 

deigning 
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deigning  to  mention  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  had  A<c«  '7<n- 
defeated  the  French  navy  at  lea,  and  added  the 
important  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Britiih  con- 
queits.  On  the  other  hand,  the  commons  affect- 
ed to  mention  the  battle  of  Blenheims,  a,nd  Rooke's 
naval  victory,  as  events  of  equal  glory  and  impor- 
tance. However  they  might  be  warped  by  pre- 
judice againft  individuals,  .they  did  not  fuffer  the 
war  to  ianguifh  for  want  of  fupplies.  Having 
taken  into  consideration  the  fervices  of  the  army 
and  navy,  they  voted  that  the  queen  fiiould  be  de- 
fired  to  bellow  her  bounty  on  the  feamen  and 
land-forces  who  had  behaved  themfelves  ib  gal- 
lantly. Then  they  deliberated  upon  the  different 
articles  of  national  expence,  and  granted  four  mil- 
lions fix  hundred  and  ieventy  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  pounds,  for  the  occafions  of 
the  enfuing  year,  to  be  railed  by  a  land-tax,  by  the 
fale  of  annuities,  and  other  expedients.  Thefe 
meafures  were  taken  with  fuch  expedition,  that 
the  land-tax  received  the  royal  aftent  on  the  ninth 
day  of  December;  when  the  queen,  in  a  fhort 
fpeech,  thanked  the  commons  for  their  difpatch, 
which,  me  confidered  as  a  lure  pledge  of  their  af- 
fection. 

The  high-church  party  took  this  occafibn  to  pro-  Anaa  of 
mote  the  bill  againft  occafional  conformity,  which  aajjg]tion 
was  revived  and  brought  into  the  houfe  on  a  new  againit  the. 
model,  by  Mr/ William  Bromley,   who  moved  that  Scotl> 
it  might  b?  tacked  to  the  land-tax  bill,  and  lent  up 
to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence.     The  court  no 
longer  efpotifcd  this  meaiure  •,  and  the  violent  party 
was  weakened  by  defection.     After  a  warm  and 
tedious  debate,  the  tack  was  rejected  by  a  great 
majority.     The  bill,  however,  parted  the  houfe  of 
commons,    and  was  lent   up  to  the  lords  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  December,  when  it  would  hardly 
B  b  have 
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4»  C«  »7»4-  have  excited  a  debate,  had  not  the  queen  been  pre- 
ient,  and  defirous  of  hearing  what  could  be  faid  on 
both  Tides  of  the  queftion.     For  the  information 
and  fatisfa&ion  of  her   majefty,    the  fubjeft  was 
again  difculTed,   and   all  the  arguments  being  re- 
peated, the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  or  one 
and  twenty  voices.    The  next  lubject  on  which  the 
Koufe  of  lorcls  employed  their  attention,   was  the 
late  conduct  of  the  Scottifh  parliament.     The  lord 
Haverfham,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  obferved,  that  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  fucceffion  in  Scotland  had  been  poft- 
poned,  partly  b^cauft?  the  miniftry  for  that  kingdom 
were  weak  and  divided  •,  partly  from  a  received  opi- 
nion that  the  fucceflion  was  never  fincerely  and  cor- 
dially intended  by  thofe  who  managed  the  affairs  of 
Scotland  in  the  cabinet  council.     He  expatiated  on 
the  bad  conferences  that  might  attend  the  act  of 
fecurjty,  which  he  ftiled  a  bill  of  exclufion-.  and  par- 
ticularly mentioned  that  claufe  by  which  the  heri- 
tors and  boroughs  were  ordained  to  exercife  their 
fenfible  men  every  month.     He  faid  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  Scotland  were  as  learned  and  bnive 
as  any  nation  in  Europe,  and  generally  difcontent- 
cd  :  that  th-  common  people  were  very  numerous, 
very  ftout,  and  very  poor  ;  and  he  alkey!  who  was 
the  man  that  could  tell  what  fuch  a  multitude,  fo 
armed,  and  fo  difciplined,    might  do  under  fuch 
leaders,   could  opportunities  fuit  their  intention  ? 
He  recommended  thefe  circumftances  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  houfe,    and  concluded  with  thefe 
words  of  lord  Bacon,    "  l^et  men  beware  how  they 
f '  neglect  or  fuffer  matter  of  troubles  to  be  pre- 
tl  pared  ;  for  no  man  can  forbid  the  fparks  that  may 
"  fee  all  on  fire."    'They  refolved  to  confider  thefe 
fubjectson  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  when 
the  queen  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  peers  to  hear  the 
debates,  and  fc>y  her  prefence  moderate  the  heat  of 

both 
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both  parties.     The  earl  of  Nottingham  reflected  fo  A>  c  '7°4» 
feverely  on  the  memory  of  king  William,  that  he 
would  have  been  fent  to  the  Tower,  had  not  the 
lords  declined  any  fuch  motion,  out  of  refpect  to 
her  majefty.  After  much  declamation  on  the  Scot- 
tifli  adt  of  fecurity,  the  grand  committee  of  the 
peers,   by  the  advice  of  lord  Wharton,    refolved, 
That  the  queen  mould  be  enabled  by  act  of  par- 
liament  on  the  part  of  England,  to  name  commif- 
fioners  to  treat  about  an  union  with  Scotland,  pro- 
vided that  the  parliament  of  Scotland  mould  firft 
appoint  commiflkmers  on  their  part  for  the  fame 
purpofe.     That  no  Scctfmen  Ihould  enjoy  the  pri- 
vileges of  EnglifhmeQ,  except  fuch  as  were  fettled 
in  England,  Ireland,  and  the  plantations,  and  fuch 
as  were  or  might  be  in  the  fea  or  land-fervice,  un- 
til an  union  could  be  effected,  or  the  fucceffion  fet- 
tled   as  in  England.     That  the  traffic  by  cattle 
from  Scotland  to  England  fhould  be  prevented  : 
That  the  lord  admiral  mould  iffue  orders  for  taking 
fuch  veffels  as  mould  be  found  trading  from  Scot- 
land to  France,  or  to  the  ports  of  any  of  her  ma- 
jefty's  enemies ;  and  that  care  mould  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  Engliih  wool  into  Scot- 
land.    On  thele  refolutions  a  bill  was  formed  for 
an  intire  union,   and  paffed  the  houfe  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  December.     The  lords  prefcnted  an 
addrefs  to  the  queen,  reprefenting  that  they  had 
duly  weighed  the  dangerous  and  pernicious  effects 
that  were  likely  to  be  produced  by  divers  a£ts  of 
parliament  lately  paffed  in  Scotland  :    T  hat  they 
were  of  opinion,  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  requir- 
ed that  fpeedy  and  effectual  orders  fhould  be  given 
to  put  Newcaftle  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  fecure 
the  port  of  Tinmouth,  and  repair  the  fortifications 
of  Hull  and  Carlifle.      They  likewife  adviied  her 
majefty  to  give  directions  for  difciplining  the  mili- 
r.ia  of  the  four  northern  counties  ;  for  p^pviding 
B  b  4  them 
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c.« 704.  them  with  arms  and  ammunition;  for  maintaining 
a  competent  number  of  regular  troops  on  the  nor- 
thern borders  of  England,  as  well  as  in  the  north 
of  Ireland-,  and  for  putting  the  laws  in  execution 
againft  papifts.  The  queen  promifed  that  a  furvey 
fhould  be  made  of  the  places  they  had  mentioned, 
and  hid  before  the  parliament ;  and  that  fne  would 
give  the  neceilary  directions  upon  the  other  articles 
of  the  addrefs.  The  commons  teemed  to  concur 
with  the  lords  in  their  fentiments  of  the  Scottifh, 
aft  of  fecurity.  They  refolved,  That  a  bill  Ihouid 
be  brought  in  for  the  effectual  fecuring  the  king- 
dom of  England  from  the  apparent  dangers  that 
might  arife  from  feveral  acts  lately  patted  in  the 
parliament  of  Scotland  ;  and  this  was  formed  on 
nearly  the  fame  reiblutions  which  had  been  taken 
in  the  upper  houfe.  The  bill  lent  down  by  the 
lords  was  thrice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table ;  while  they  palled  their  own,  to  take  effect 
at  Chriftmas,  provided  before  that  time  the  Scots 
mould  not  fettle  the  fuccefiion.  When  it  was  offer- 
ed to  the  lords,  they  patted  it  without  any  amend- 
ment, contrary  to  the  expectation,  and  even  to 
the  hope,  of  fome  members  who  were  no  friends 
to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  firmly  believed  the 
lords  would  have  treated  this  bill  with  the  fame 
contemptwhich.had  been  manifefted  for  that  which 
they  had  lent  down  to  the  commons. 
M»nourof  The  duke  of  Marlborouo;h,  at  his-firfl  appear- 

Woodrtock  ...._,.          .  .  T-        i 

Canted  to    ance  in  the  houie  after  his  return  to  England,  was 

Mariboe°f  h°nourcdwith  a  very  extraordinary  eulogium,  pro- 

rcuth,        nounced  by  the  lord-keeper,  in  the  name  of  the 

peers  of  England  •,    and  a  compliment  of  the  fame 

nature  \vas  prelented  to  him  by  a  committee  of  the 

hnure  of  commons.  Doctor  Delaune,  vice-chancellor 

of  Oxford,  accompanied  by  the  principal  members 

of  the  univerfity,  attended  the  queen  with  an  ad- 

drels  of  congratulation   upon   the  fuccefs  of  her 

arms 


ANNE..  377 

&rms  in  Germany,  under  the  admirable  conduct  A.C.  .704. 
and  invincible  courage  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  ;  and  at  fea,  under  the  moft  brave  arid 
faithful  admiral  Sir  George  Rooke.  He  received 
a  civil  anfwer  from  her  majefty,  though  now  me 
took  umbrage  ar  P.ooke's  being  raifed  upon  a  level 
\vith  the  duke  of  Mailborough,  vvliofe  great  vic- 
tories had  captivated  her  admiration,  and  whofe 
wife  had  alienated  her  atfedion  from  the  Tories. 
The  commons  perceiving  how  high  he  Hood  in  her  . 
majefty's  eiteem,  and  having  been  properly  tutored 
for  the  purpofe,  took  into  connderation  the  great 
fervices  ->f  the  duke;  and,  in  an  addrefs,  befought 
her  majefty  to  coniider  fome  proper  means  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  fuch  noble  actions.  In 
a  lew  days  fhe  gave  them  to  underfland  by  a  mef- 
fage,  that  fhe  was  inclined  to  grant  the  intereitof 
the  crown  in  the  honour  and  manour  of  Woodftock 
and  hundred  of  Wooton,  to  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  and  his  heirs ;  and  that,  as  the  lieutenancy 
and  rangerfhip  of  the  parks,  with  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  manours  and  hundreds  were  granted 
for  two  lives,  me  wiihed  that  incumbrance  could 
removed.  A  bill  was  immediately  brought  in, 
enabling  the  queen  to  beflow  thefe  honours  and 
manours  on  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  heirs ; 
and  the  queen  was  defired  to  advance  the  money 
for  ck aring  the  incumbrances.  She  not  only  com- 
plied with  this  addrefs,  but  like  wife  ordered  the 
comptroller  of  her  works  to  build,  in  Woodftock- 
park,  a  magnificent  palace  for  the  duke,  upon  a 
plan  much  more  folid  than  beautiful.  By  this  time, 
Sir  George  Kooke  was  layed  afide,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  beflowed  upon  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel,  now  declared  rear-admiral  of  England. 
Marechal  de  Tallard,  with  the  other  French  gene- 
rals taken  at  Hochftadt,  arrived  on  the  fixteenth  of 
Pecember  "in  the  river  Thames,  and  were  imme- 
diately 
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A-  c-  J7«4-diately  conveyed  to  Nottingham  and  Litchfield, 
where  they  were  attended  by  a  detachment  of  the 
royal  regiment  of  horfe-guards.  They  were  treat- 
ed with  great  refpect,  and  allowed  the  privilege 
of  riding  ten  miles  round  the  places  of  their  con- 
finement. 

Stcn'fhe""'  While  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  two  fuccefTive 
twohoufes  addrefTes,  thanked  the  queen  for  the  treaty  which 
Softht"  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  concluded  with 
Ayiefiury  Pruffia,  concerning  the  troops  to  be  fent  to  the 
ccnftabic*.  Juke  of  Savoy  ;  and  defired  fhe  would  ufe  her  in- 
tereft  with  the  allies,  that  they  might  next  year  fur- 
niih  their  complete  proportions  ot  men  by  lea  and 
land ;  the  lords  examined  into  all  the  proceedings 
at  lea,  and  all  the  inflructions  of  the  admiralty,  and 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  explaining  all 
the  different  articles  of  mifmanagement.  She  pro- 
mifed  to  confider  them  particularly,  and  give  luch 
directions  upon  them  as  might  be  mofl  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  fervice.  The  remaining  part 
of  the  fefllon  was  confumed  in  difputes  and  alter- 
cations between  the  two  houfes,  on  the  fubject  of 
the  Aylefbury  conftables,  who  were  fued  by  five 
ether  inhabitants,  for  having  denied  them  the  right 
of  voting  at  the  election.  Thefe  five  perfons  were 
committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  They  moved  for  a  habeas  corpus  in 
the  king's-benchj  but  the  court  would  take  no 
cognizance  of  the  affair.  Two  of  the  prifoners 
petitioned  the  queen  that  their  cafe  might  be 
brought  before  her  majelty  in  parliament.  The 
commons,  in  an  addrefs,  befought  the  queen  to 
refufe  granting  a  writ  of  error  in  this  cafe,  which 
would  tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  commons  of  England. 
She  aflured  them  me  would  not  do  any  thing  to 
give  them  juft  caufe  of  complaint ;  but  this  mat- 
ter relating  to  the  courfe  of  judicial  proceeding, 

being 
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being  of  the  higheft  importance,  (lie  thought  'it A<c-  '7°4. 
neceffary  to  weigh  and  coniider  very  carefully  what 
might  be  proper  for  her  to  do  in  a  thing  of  fo  great 
concern.  They  voted  all  the  lawyers  who  had 
pleaded  on  the  return  of  the  habeas  corpus  in  b&- 
half  of  the  prifoners,  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege ;  and  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 
They  likewife  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  removed 
from  Newgate  into  the  cuftody  of  their  ferjeant  at 
arms,  left  they  fhould  have  been  difcharged  by  the 
queen's  granting  writs  of  error.  The  prifoners 
finding  themfelves  at  the  mercy  of  the  exafperated 
commons,  petitioned  the  lords  for  relief.  The 
upper  houle  pafled  fix  different  refolutions  againft 
the  conduct  of  the  commons,  as  being  an  obitruc- 
tion  to  juftice,  and  contrary  to  magna  charta.  The 
lower  houfe  demanded  a  conference,  in  which 
they  iniifted  upon  the  fole  right  of  determining 
elections ;  they  affirmed,  that  they  only  could 
judge  who  had'  a  right  of  voting;  and,  that  they 
were  judges  of  their  own  privileges,  in  which  the 
lords  could  not  intermeddle. 

The  upper  houfe  demanded  a  free  conference, 
which  proved  ineffectual.  New  rfefolutions  were  „,,  *t 
taken  by  the  commons,  diametrically  oppofite  to  fylved- 
thofe  of  the  peers,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  attend- 
ed the  queen  with  a  long  reprefentation  of  all  the 
particulars  relating  to  this  affair.  They  affirmed, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
againft  the  Aylefbury  men  were  wholly  new  and 
\inprecedeated:  that  it  was  the  birthright  of  every 
Englifhman  who  apprehended  himfelf  injured,  to 
leek  for  redrefs  in  her  majefty's  courts  of  juftice  : 
that  if  any  power  could  controul  this  right,  and 
prefcribe  when  he  mould,  and  when  he  ihould  not, 
be  allo\ved  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  he  ceafed  to  be 
a  freeman,  and  his  liberty  and  property  were  pre- 
carious. 
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A.C../704.  carious.  They  irequefted,  therefore,  that  no  coh- 
fidc ration  whatever  ihould  prevail  with  her  majefly 
to  fuffer  an  obftruftion  to  the  known  courfe  of  jul- 
tice  -,  but,  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  give  effec- 
tual orders  for  the  immediate  iffuing  of  the  writs 
of  error.  The  queen  allured  them,  that  me  fhould 
have  complied  with  their  requeft  •,  but,  finding  an 
ablblute  neceffity  for  putting  an  immediate  end  to 
this  fefflon,  fhe  knew  there  could  be  no  further 
proceedings  on  that  matter.  On  that  very  day, 
•which  was  the  fourteenth  of  March,  Ihe  went  to 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  paffed  the  bills  that  were 
ready  for  the  royal  afient.  Then  Ihe  thanked  the 
But-net.  parliament  for  having  difpatched  the  public  bufi- 
Hift.  of  nefs,  warned  them  to  avoid  the  fatal  effects  of  ani- 
mofity  and  difTenfion  ;  and  ordered  the  lord-keeper 
ihe  to  prorogue  them  to^Thurfday  the  firft  of  May  : 
.irl"  but,  on  the  fifth  of  April,  they  were  diffolved  by 
*.  proclamation,  and  another  was  publifhed  for  cal- 
the  ling  a  new  parliament.  The  queen,  accompanied 
s,  by  the  prince  of  Denmark,  made  an  excurfion  to 
cs.  Newmarket,  and  afterwards  dined  by  invitation 
.  wjt;h  tne  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  where  fhe  con- 
ferred the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  Dr.  Ellis 
the  vice-chancellor,  James  Montague  council  for 
the  univerfity,  and  the  celebrated  Ifaac  Newton 
mathematical  profeflbr.  The  two  houles  of  con- 
vocation ftill  continued  at  variance.  The  lower 
houfe  penned  petulant  reprelentations  ;  and,  the 
archbilhop  anfwered  them  by  verbal  reprehenfion 
and  admonition.  The  Tory  intereft  was  now  in 
the  wane.  The  duke  of  Buckinghamfhire  was  de- 
prived of  the  privy-leal,  and  that  office  conferred 
upon  the  duke  of  NewcalHe,  a  nobleman  of  power- 
ful influence  with  the  Whig  party.  The  earl  of 
Montague  was  created  marquis  of  Mounthermer 
and  duke  of  Montague :  the  curl  of  Pe:erborough 

and 
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and  lord  Cholmondeley  were  chofen  of  the  privy-  A-c-  J^s« 
council ;  and  the  lord  Cutts  was  Tent  to  command 
the  troops  in  Ireland,  under  the  duke  of  Ormond, 

The  miniftry  of  Scotland  was  now  intirely  chang-  prccecdinss 
ed.  The  marquis  of  Tweedaie  and  Johniton  hav-  ip  tfae  P"- 
ing  been  found  unequal  to  the  undertaking,  were  l"™ 
dilmilTed.  The  duke  of  Queenfberry  reiumed 
the  management  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom,  un- 
der the  title  of  lord  privy-feal ;  and  the  office  of 
commiflioner  was  conferred  upon  the  young  duke 
of  Argyle,  who  fucceeded  to  his  father's  influence 
among  the  preibyterians.  He  was  a  nobleman 
poffefied  of  good  natural  talents,  which  had  not 
been  neglected ;  candid,  open,  and  fmcere,  brave, 
paffionate,  and  afpiring :  had  he  been  endued  with 
a  greater  mare  of  liberality,  his  character  would 
have  been  truly  heroic".  At  this  juncture  he  was 
inftructed  to  procure  an  act  of  the  Scottifh  parlia- 
ment  fettling  the  proteftant  fuccefiion  -,  or,  to  fet 
on  foot  a  treaty  for  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms. At  the  opening  of  the  fefiion  in  June,  the 
members  were  divided  into  three  parties,  namely, 
the  Cavaliers  or  Jacobites,  the  revolntioners,  the 
fquadrone  volante,  or  flying  fquadron,  headed  by 
the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  who  difclaimed  the  other 
two  factions,  and  pretended  to  act  from  the  dic- 
tates of  confcience  alone.  The  parliament  was 
adjourned  to  the  third  day  of  July,  when  her  ma- 
jefty's  letter  was  read,  earneftly  recommending  the 
iettlement  of  the  lucceflion  in  the  proteftant  line  ; 
and,  an  act  for  a  commiffion  to  treat  of  an  union 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  marquis  of 
Anandale  propofed,  that  the  parliament  mould 
proceed  on  the  limitations  and  conditions  of  go- 
vernment :  and,  that  a  committee  mould  be  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  condition  of  the  coin  and 
the  commerce  of  the  nation.  The  earl  of  Mar 
moved,  that  the  hcuie  would,  preferably  to  all 
3  other 
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A.  6. 1705.  other  bufmefs,  confider  the  means  for  engaging  in 
a  treaty  with  England.  After  a  long  debate,  they 
refolved  to  proceed  on  the  coin  and  the  commerce; 
Schemes  tor  iupplying  the  nation  with  money  by  a 
paper-credit  were  preiented  by  Dr.  Hugh  Charii- 
berlayne  and  John  Law  -y  but  rejected.  The  houfe 
refolved,  That  any  kind  of  paper- credit^  by  the  cir- 
culation of  bills,  was  an  improper  expedient  -,  and 
appointed  a  council  to  put  the  laws  relating  to  trade 
in  execution.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  propofed,  that 
the  parliament  mould  not  proceed  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  fucceffor,  until  the  treaty  with  England 
jfhould  be  difcufied,  and  the  limitations  be  fettled. 
This  propofal  being  approved,  a  draught  of  an  an- 
fwer  to  her  majefty's  letter  was  prefented  by  the 
marquis  of  Tweedale.  Two  different  forms  of  an 
act  for  a  treaty  with  England  were  offered  by  the 
carl  of  Mar  and  the  marquis  of  Lothian  -,  and 
others  were  produced  concerning  the  ekction  of 
officers  of  ftate,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce. 
They  pafe  T^e  chief  aim  of  the  cavaliers  was  to  obflruct 
an  >a  ;or  a  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion  ;  and,  with  that 
SJwith  view  tnev  prefied  the  project  of  limitations,  to 
which  they  knew  the  court  would  never  affent. 
A  motion  being  made,  to  grant  the  firft  reading 
to  an  aft  of  rommiffion  for  a  treaty  with  England, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  infilled  on  the  limitations, 
and  a  vote  being  ftated  in  thefe  terms,  "  Proceed 
"  to  confider  the  act  for  a  treaty  of  limitations ," 
the  latter  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  cavaliers.  On 
the  twenty-fecond  day  of  Auguft  an  act  for  this 
purpofe  was  approved  ^  and  next  day  an  act  for  z 
.  triennial  parliament,  which  the  courtiers  were  en- 
abled to  defeat.  They  likewife  pafled  an  act,  or- 
daining, That  the  Scottim  ambafladors  repreient- 
ing  Scotland  mould  be  prefent  when  the  fovereign 
might  have  occafion  to  treat  with  foreign  princes 
and  itates  j  and  accountable  to  the  parliament  of 

Scotland, 
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Scotland.  Fletcher  of  Saltonn  preferred  a  fcheme  A.C.  i70f. 
of  limitations  that  favoured  ftrong  of  republican 
principles.  He  afterwards  enlarged  upon  every 
article",  endeavovring  to  prove,  that  they  were  ab- 
Iblutely  neceflary  to  prevent  the  confequences  of 
Knglifti  influence  ;  to  enable  the  nation  to  defend 
its  rights  and  liberties ;  to  deter  minifters  of  ftate 
from  giving  bad  advice  to  their  fovereign  •,  to 
preferve  the  courts  of  judicature  from  corruption, 
and  fcreen  the  people  from  tyranny  and  oppreffion. 
The  earl  of  Stair  having  argued  againft  thefe  limi- 
tations, Fletcher  replied,  "  It  was  no  wonder  he 
oppofed  the  fcheme  •,  for  had  fuch  an  act  fubfift- 
ed,  his  lordihip  would  have  been  hanged  for 
the  bad  counfel  he  had  given  to  king  James ; 
for  the  concern  he  had  in  the  maffacre  of 
Glencoe  ;  and,  for  his  condudt  fmce  the  revolu- 
tion." The  next  fubject  on  which  the  parlia- 
ment deliberated,  was  the  confpiracy.  A  motion 
being  made,  that  the  houfe  might  know  what  an- 
fwer  the  queen  had  returned  to  their  addrefs  in  the 
laft  fefiion,  the  chancellor  delivered  to  the  clerk  - 
regifter  the  papers  relating  to  the  plot,  that  they 
might  be  perilled  by  the  members.  But,  theie 
being  copies,  and  the  evidences  remaining  at  Lon- 
don, no  farther  progrefs  was  made  in  the  affair. 
Yet,  the  duke  of  Athol,  in  a  diftinct  narrative  of 
the  pretended  confpiracy,  boldly  accufed  the  duke 
of  Queen  (berry,  of  having  endeavoured  to  miflead 
the  queen  by  falfe  infmuations  againft  her  good 
fubjects.  "When  the  act  for  a  treaty  of  union  fell 
under  confideration,  a  draught  for  that  purpofe, 
prefented  by  the  earl  of  Mar,  was  compared  with  the 
Englifh  act,  importing,  That  the  queen  mould 
name  and  appoint  not  only  the  commiflioners  for 
England,  but  likewife  thole  for  Scotland.  Fletcher 
did  not  fail  to  inveigh  againft  the  imperious  con- 
duct of  the  Englilh  parliament  in  this  affair.  He  • 
i  exhorted 
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A.C,  ,705.  exhorted  the  houfe  to  refent  fuch  treatment,  and  of- 
fered the  draught  of  an  addrefs^to  her  majefty  on  the 
l~Libje£t ;  but-,  this  the  houie  rejected.   Duke  Hamil- 
ton propoled,  that  a  clauie  might  be  added  to  the 
act,  importing,-  That  the  union  mould  noways  dero- 
gate from  any  fundamental  laws,  antient  privileges, 
offices,  rights,  liberties,  and  dignities  of  the  Scot- 
tifli  nation.     This  occafioned  a  long  debate  >  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  nega, 
live.     Another  clauie  was  propofed,  that  the  Scot- 
tiih  commiflioners  mould  not  begin  to  treat  until 
the  Engliili  parliament  Aiould  have  jefcinded  their 
daufe,  enacting,  That  the  fubjects  of  Scotland 
mould  be  adjudged  and  taken  as  aliens  after  the 
twenty-fifth    day  of  December.-      The   courtiers 
coniidering  ths  temper  of  the  houfe,  would  not 
venture  to  oppoie   this  motion  directly,  but  pro- 
profed,  that   the  clauie   mould  be  formed  into  a 
leparate  act ;  and   the   expedient  was   approved. 
Though  the  duke  of  Athol  entered  a  vigorous  pro- 
teft,  to  which  the  greater  part  of  the  cavaliers,  and 
all  the  fquaclrone  adhered,  comprehending  four  and 
twenty  peers,  feven  and  thirty  baron?,  and  eighteen 
buroughs,  the  a6lfor  the  treaty  of  union  was,  after 
much  altercation,   finifhed,    impowering   commif- 
fifmers  to  meet  and  treat  of  an  union  -,  but  reftrain- 
Ing  them  from  treating  of  any  alterations  of  the 
church-government  as  by  law  eitablimed.     While 
this  important  fubjedt  was  under  confideration,  the 
duke  of  Hamilton,  to  the  amazement  of  his  whole 
party,  moved,  that  the  nomination  of  the  commif- 
fioncrs  mould  be  left  to  the  queen.     Fourteen  or 
fifteen  of  the  cavaliers  ran  out  of  the  houie  in  a 
tranfport  of  indignation,  exclaiming,  that  they  were 
delerted  and  baiely  betrayed  by  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton.    A  very  hot  debate  enfued,  in   the  courfe  of 
/which  the  duke  was  feverely  handled  by  thofe  whom 
fee  had  hitherto  conducted  •,  but,   at   length,  the 

queftion 
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<jueftion  being  put,  Whether  the  nomination A  c. ' 7°s* 
ihould  be  left  to  the  queen  or  to  the  parliament  ? 
the  duke's  motion  was  approved  by  a  very  fmull 
majority.  He  afterwards  excufed  himielf  for  his 
defection,  by  faying,  he  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  con- 
tend ;  and  that,  fince  the  court  had  acquired  a 
great  majority,  he  thought  he  might  be  allowed 
to  pay  that  compliment  to  his  fovereign.  He  was 
defirous  of  being  in  the  commifiion,  and  the  duke 
of  Argyle  promifed  he  Ihould  be  nominated.  The 
queen  refufing  to  honour  him  with  that  mark  of 
diftinction,  Argyle  would  not  -fufFer  himfelf  to  be 
named,  and  threatened  to  oppofe  the  union ;  but 
means  were  found  to  appeafe  his  refentment.  Two 
draughts  of  an  addrefs  being  prefented  by  the  earl 
of  Sutherland  and  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  befeeching 
her  majefty  to  ufe  her  endeavours  with  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  to  refcind  that  part  of  their  act  • 
which  declared  the  fubjecls  of  Scotland  aliens  -, 
and,  an  overture  of  a  bill  being  offered,  ordaining, 
that  the  Scottifh  commhTioners  mould  not  enter 
upon  the  treaty  of  union  until  that  claufe  ihould 
be  repealed ;  the  courtiers  moved,  that  the  par- 
liament fhould  proceed  by  way  of  .order  to  their 
commiffioners,  and  by  addrefs 'to  her  majefty. 
After  fome  debate,  the  houfe  aflenting  to  this  pro- 
pofal,  the  order  and  addrefs  were  drawn  up  and 
approved.  The  great  and  weighty  affair  of  the 
treaty  being  at  length  happily  tranfa£ted,  though 
not  without  a  protelt  by  Athol  and  his  adherents, 
the  parliament  granted  a  fupply  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds ;  and  the  houfe  was  adjourned  to  the 
twentieth  day  of  December:  then  the  queen  de- 
clared the  earl  of  Mar  lecretary  of  ftate,  in  the 
room  of  the  marquis  of  Annandle,  who  was  ap- 
pointed lord-prefident  of  the  council. 

In  Ireland  the  parliament  met  at  Dublin  on  the 
fifth  day  of  March,  and  voted  one  hundred  and 

NuMB.LXXXIX.  Cc  fifty 
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A.  c.  1705.  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport  of  the  necef- 
Difference    fary  branches  of  the  eftabliihment.    A  difpute  arofe 
^riia^en^  Detween  the  commons  and  the  lower  houfe  of  con- 
and  convo-  vocation,  relating  to  the  tythes  of  hemp  and  flax, 
irehUd'11     afcertained  in  a  claufe  of  a  bill  for  the  better  im- 
provement of  the  hempen  and  flaxen  manufactures 
of  the  kingdom.     The  lower  houfe  of  convoca- 
tion prefented   a  memorial  againft  this  claufe,  as 
prejudicial   to  the   rights    and   properties  of  the 
clergy.       The  commons   voted  the    perfon  wha 
brought  it  guilty  of  u  breach   of  privilege  ;  and 
ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody.     Then  they 
refolved,  That  the  convocation  were  guilty  of  a 
contempt,  and   breach   of  the  privilege  of  that 
houfe.     The  convocation  prefuming  to  juftify  their 
memorial,   the  commons  voted,  That  all  matters 
relating  to  it  mould  be  razed  out  of  the  journals- 
and  books  of  convocation.     The  duke  of  Ormond, 
dreading  the  confequence  of  fuch  heats,  adjourned 
the  parliament  to  the  firft  day  of  May,  when  the 
houfes  meeting   again,    came  to  fome  refolutions 
that  reflected  obliquely  on  the  convocation,  as  ene- 
mies to  her  majefty's  government  and  the  prote- 
ftant  fucceflion.     The  clergy,  in  order  to  acquit 
themfelves  of  all  fufpicion,  refolved  in  their  turn, 
That  the  church  and  nation  had  been  happily  de- 
livered from  popery  and  tyranny  by  king  William 
at  the  revolution  :  That   the  continuance  of  thefe 
bleflings  were  due  (under  God)  to  the  aufpicious 
reign  and  happy  government  of  her  majefty  queen 
Anne.     That  the  future  lecurity  and  prelervation 
of  the  church  and  nation  depended  wholly  (under 
God)  on  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  as  fettled  by 
law  in  the  proteftant  line  :  That  if  any  clergyman 
fhould  by  word  or  writing  declare  any  thing  in  op- 
pofition  to  thefe  refolutions,  they  fhould  look  upon 
him  as  a  fower  of  divifions  among  the  proteflants, 
and  an  enemy  to  the  conftitution,     They  levelled 

another 
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another  refolution  againft  the  prefbyterians,  im-  A  c>  J70s» 
porting,  That  to  teach  or  preach  againft  the  doc- 
trine, government,  rites,  or  ceremonies  of  the 
church,  or  to  maintain  fchools  or  feminaries  for 
the  education  of  youth,  in  principles  contrary  to 
thofe  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  was  a  contempt  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  laws  of  the  kingdom  •,  of  pernici- 
ous confequence  ;  and  ferved  only  to  continue  and 
widen  the  unhappy  fchifms  and  divifions  in  the  na- 
tion* -  In  June  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to 
the  fame  month  of  the  following  year-,  then  the 
duke  of  Ormond  embarked  for  England,  leaving 
the  adminiftration  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Richard  Cox 
lord- chancellor,  and  the  lord  Cutts  commander  in 
chief  of  the  queen's  forces,  who  were  appointed 
lords-juftices  during  the  duke's  abfence. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  in  Great- Britain  and  Fwitiefi 
Ireland,  the  allies  had  not  bsen  remjfs  in  their  ^™j£'JJ0. 
preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign.  The  duke  feLe. 
of  Marlborough  had  fixed  upon  the  Mofelle  for  the 
fcene  of  a&ion  •,  and  magazines  of  all  forts  were 
formed  at  Triers.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March 
the  duke  embarked .  for  Holland,  where  he  pre- 
vailed upon  the  ftates-general  to  contribute  their 
troops  for  the  execution  of  his  project.  Having 
concerted  with  the  deputies  of  the  ftates  and  the 
Dutch  generals,  the  necefiary  meafures  for  opening 
the  campaign,  he  let  out  for  Maeflricht  in  order 
to  arTemble  his  army.  On  the  fifth  day  of  May  the 
emperorLeopold  died  at  Vienna,  and  was  lucceedecl 
on  the  Imperial  throne  by  his  eldeft  fon  Jofeph 
king  of  the  Romans,  a  prince  who  reiembled  his 
father  in  meeknefs  of  difpofition,  narrownefs  of 
intellect,  and  bigotry  to  the  Romim  religion. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  June  the  Engliih  troops  parTed 
thf:  Maefe,  and  continued  their  march  towards  the 
Mofelle,  under  the  command  of  general  Churchill  •, 
and,  tjie  duke  fet  out  for  Creutznach,  to'  confer 
C  c  a  with 
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A.C.  j7o5.  with  prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  who  excufed  himfeh: 
on  pretence  of  being  much  indifpofed.  Marl  bo- 
rough vifited  him  at  Raftadt,  where,  in  a  confe- 
rence they  reiblved,  that  a  fufficient  number  of 
German  troops  mould  be  left  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  lines  of  Lauterburg  and  Stolhoffen,  under  the 
command  of  general  Thungen ;  and,  that  prince 
Lewis  of  Baden  mould  march  with  a  large  detach- 
ment towards  the  Saar,  to  aft  in  concert  with  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.  The  confederate  army 
palfed  the  Mofelle  and  the  Saar  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  encamped  at  Elft  in  fight  of  the 
enemy,  who  retired  with  great  precipitation,  and 
intrenched  themielves  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Coningfmacheren.  The  duke's  deiign  was  to  be- 
fiege  Saar-Louis ;  but  prince  Lewis  failed  in  the 
performance  of  his  engagement:  he  feigned 
himfelf  fick,  and  repaired  to  the  bath  at  Schlan- 
genbade,  leaving  the  fmall  number  of  Imperial 
troops  he  had  conducted  as  far  as  Creutznach, 
:  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Frize.  He 
was  fufpected  of  treachery,  but  probably  acted 
from  envy  of  the  duke's  military  reputation. 
JfbM«ibi-  While  this  nobleman  fuftained  fuch  a  mortifying 
rough"  forces  difappointment  on  the  Mofelle,  the  French  did 
the  French  not  fajj  to  make  advantage  of  their  fupperiority  in 

lines  in  Bra-  .       .  r  *   .  .   .      ' 

bant.  the  Netherlands,  where  general  Overkirk  was 
obliged  to  {land  on  the  defenfive.  They  invefted 
Huy,  and  carried  on  their  operations  fo  vigoroufly, 
that  in  a  few  days  rhe  garrifon  were  obliged  to  fur- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  war  :  then  Villeroy 
undertook  the  reduction  of  Liege,  and  actually  be- 
gan his  works  before  the  citadel.  Marlborough 
was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  enemy's  progrefs 
than  he  marched  to  Triers,  where,  in  a  council  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  army  mould  return  to  the 
Netherlands.  The  troops  were  in  motion  on  the 
nineteenth  of  June,  and  marched  with  fuch 

expedi- 
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expedition,  that  they  parted  the  Maefe  on  the  firit^.c.  i7os. 
day  of  July.     Villeroy  having  received  advice  of 
the  duke's   approach,  abandoned   his  enterprize, 
and  retired  to  Tongeren,  from  whence  he  retreat- 
ed within  his  lines.     Marlborough  having  joined 
Ovt-rkirk,  fent   general   Scholten   with   a  detach- 
ment to  inveft  Huy  ;  and  in  a  few  days  the  gar- 
rifon  furrendered  at  difcretion.     The  Englifli  ge- 
neral refolving  to  ftrike  fome  ftroke  of  importance, 
that  mould  attone  for  his  difappointment  on  the 
Mofelle,    lent   general  Hompeich   to   the   Hates, 
with  a  propofal  for  attacking  the  French  lines ;  and 
obtained  their  permiflion  to  do  whatever  he  fhould 
think  proper  for  the*  good  of  the  common  caufe. 
Then  he  explained  the  fcheme  in  two  fucceffive 
councils  of  war,  by  which,   at  length,  it  was  ap- 
proved and   refolved  upon,    though  fome  Dutch 
generals  declared  againft  the  undertaking.     The 
enemy  were  pofled  along  the  lines,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  battalions  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  fquadrons.     The  allied  army  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed that  number.     In  order  to  divide  them,  Over- 
kirk  made  afalfe  motion,  and  pafTed  the  Mehaigne, 
as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack  the   lines  about 
Meffelin;    and   the    ftratagem   fucceeded.      The 
French  weakened  the  other  parts  by  {lengthening 
that  which  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Gerbife  towards 
Namur.     The  duke  of  Marlborough  having  made 
the  difpofition,  the  army  began  to  march  in  the 
night  between  the  feventeenth   and  eighteenth  of 
July,  in   order  to  force  a  paffage  of  the  French 
lines  at  Elixheim,  the  cattle  of  Waugh,  and   the 
villages   of  Waugh,  Neerhefpen,    and  Oftmalen. 
Thele  pofts  were  taken  with  very  little  difficulty  ; 
but,  before  the  infantry  could  come  up,  the  ene- 
my advanced- with  fifty  fquadrons  and  twenty  bat- 
talions, and  began   to  fire  from  eight   pieces  of 
C  c  3  can- 
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A.  c.i ;c5.  cannon,  with  triple  barrels,  which  did   confider- 
able  execution.     The  duke  perceiving   that  they 
were  continually  reinforced  from  the  other  parts  of 
the  lines,  ordered  the  horfe  to  charge  their  cavalry, 
which  were  foon  broken  and  routed  \  but  rallying 
behind  their   infantry,   interlined  with  foot,  and 
joined  by  frefh  fquadrons,  they  advanced  again 
towards  the  allies,  who  were  now  fuftained  by  their 
infantry,  and  moved  forwards  to  renew  the  charge. 
After  a  warm,  though  fnort  engagement,  the  ene-  * 
my's   horfe   were   defeated  with  great  (laughter. 
The  infantry,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  in  the 
plain,    retreated   in   great  dilorder,    between  the 
villages  of  Hellifheim  and  Golfteven,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  reft  of  their  army,  and  formed 
again  in  order  of  battle.     Meanwhile,  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  ordered  ail  his  troops  to  enter  the 
lines ;    and   extended  his  right  towards  the  great 
Geete  before  Tirlemont,  where   the   enemy  had 
left  the  battalion  of  Montluc,  which  lurrendered 
at  difcretion.     In  this  action  the  confederates  took 
the  marquis  D'Alegre  and  the  count  de  Home, 
lieutenant  generals,  one  major-general,  two  briga- 
dier-generals,   with    many  other   officers,   and   a 
great  number   of  common  foldiers,  a  large  heap 
of  ftandards,  four   colours,  one  pair   of    kettle- 
drums, and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.     In  the  action, 
as  the  duke  of  Marlborough  advanced  to  charge 
at  the  head  of  feveral  fquadrons,  a  Bavarian  officer 
rode  up  to  attack  him  fword   in  hand ;    but  in 
raifing  himfelf  on   his  ftirrups  to  flrike  with  the 
greater  advantage,  he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  was 
immediately  (lain. 

The  body  of  troops  commanded  by  monfieur 
D'Alegre  being  thus  defeated  with  little  or  no  lofs 
to  the  confederates,  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the 
marechal  de  Villeroy  palled  the  great  Geete  and 

the 
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tire  Deule,  with  great  expedition,  and  took  poflef-  A-c- 1?05* 
fion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Parck,  their  left  extend-  He  ;>  Pre- 
ing  to  Roofelaer,    and   their  right  to  Winefelen  v,entjd  b^ 

•     n      i  •     i          i~ -r  •  TLT  i  111       t"e  deputies 

againft  the  height  of  Louvain.  N-ext  day  the  duke  ofthe  dates 
of  Marlborough  marching  through  the  plain  offjjonjjj|.tick- 
Parck,  took  twelve  hundred  prifoners,  who  could  French 
not  keep  pace  with  the  reft  of  the  enemy's  forces  -^m^ 
and,  in  the  evening  he  encamped  with  the  right  at 
the  abbey  of  Vlierfbeck,  and  the  left  before  Bier- 
beck,  tinder  the  cannon  of  Louvain.  He  detach- 
ed lieutenant-general  Henkelum,  the  duke  of  Wir- 
temberg,  and  count  Oxienftiern,  with  a  confider* 
able  body  of  forces,  to  attack  fome  pofts  on  the 
Deule,  which  were  flenderly  guarded.  Their  ad- 
vanced guard  accordingly  patted  the  river,  and  re- 
pulfed  the  enemy;  but,  for  want  of  timely  fupport, 
they  were  obliged  to  pafs  it  and  retire.  On  the  - 
third  of  Auguft  baron  Spaar,  with  a  body  of  Dutch 
troops,  marched  to  Raboth  on  the  canal  of  Bruges, 
forced  the  French  lines  at  Lovendegen,  and  took 
four  forts  by  which  they  were  defended  •,  but  re- 
ceiving advice  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march 
towards  him,  he  retired  to  Mildegem,  and  carried 
with  him  feveral  hoftages  as  fecurity  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  contributions  he  had  railed.  On  the 
fifteenth  the  duke  moved  from  Mildert  to  Corbais : 
next  day  continued  his  march  to  Genap,  from 
whence  he  advanced  to  Fifchermont.  On  the 
feventeenth  general  Overkirk  took  the  pofl  of 
Waterlo ;  and  next  day  the  confederate  army  was 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  before  the  enemy,  who 
extended  from  Overyfche  near  the  wood  of  Soignes 
to  Neeryfche,  with  the  little  river  Yfche  in  their 
front,  fo  as  to  cover  Bruffels  and  Louvain.  The 
duke  of  Marlborough  propofed  to  attack  them  imj 
mediately  before  they  mould  recollect  themfelves 
from  their  condernation  ;  and  Overkirk  approved 
Cc  4  «f 
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A.  G.  1705. Of  the  defign.     But,    it  was  oppofed  by  general 
Schlangenburgh  and  other  Dutch  officers,  who  re- 
prefented  it  in  fuch  a  light  to  the  deputies  of  the 
ftates,  that  they  refufed  to  concur  in  the  execu- 
tion.    The  duke  being  obliged  to  reiinquifh  the 
fcheme,  wrote  an  expoftulatory  letter  to  the  ftates1- 
general,   complaining  of  their  having  withdrawn 
that  confidence  which  they  had  repofed  in  him  while 
he  afted  in  Germany.     This  letter  being  publimed 
at  the  Hague,   excited  murmurs  among  the  peo- 
ple •,  and  the  Englifh  nation  were  incenfed  at  the 
prefumption  of  the  deputies,  who  wrote  feveral 
letters  in  their  own  juftification  to  the  ftates -gene- 
ral ;  but  thefe  had  no  effect  upon  the  populace,  by 
whom  the  duke  was  refpected  even  to  a  degree  of 
adoration.     The  ftates  being  apprifed  of  the  re- 
fentment  that  prevailed  over  all  England,  and  that 
the  earl  of  Pembroke,  lord-prefident  of  the  coun- 
cil, was  appointed  as  envoy- extraordinary  to  Hol- 
land,    with    inftructions  to   demand   fatisfaction, 
thought  proper  to  anticipate  his  journey,  by  making 
fubmiflicns  to  the  duke,  and  removing  Schlangen- 
burgh from  his  command.     The  confederate  army 
returned  to  Corbais,  from  whence  it  marched  to  Per- 
witz,  where  it  encamped.    The  little  town  of  Sout- 
Leewe,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  amorafs,  and  con- 
ilituting  the  chief  defence  of  the  enemy's  lines, 
being  taken  by  a  detachment  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general  Dedem,  the  duke  ordered  the 
lines  from  this  place  to  Wafieigne  to  be  levelled, 
and  the  town  of  Tirlemont  to  be  difmantled :  then 
parTing  the  Demer,  he  encamped  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  September  at  Arfchot.     About   the  latter 
end  of  the  month  he  marched  to  Heventhals  :  from 
hence  the  duke  repaired  to  the  Hague,  where  he 
had  feveral  conferences  with   the  penfionary.     In 
£  few  days  he  returned  to  the  army,   which  de- 
camping 
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camping  from  Heventhals,  marched  to  Clampth    A-c-  '7°5« 
out.     On  the/ twenty-fourth  day  of  October  the 
count  de  Noyelks  invefted  Santvliet,  which  fur- 
rendered  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

At  this  period  the  duke,  in  conlequence  of  pref-  Hevifitsthe 
fing  letters  from  the  emperor,  let  out  for  Vienna,  JjJJJ'jJ1 
in  order  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  eniuing  vienr.». 
campaign,  and  other  meafures  of  importance,  in 
which  the  concerns  of  the  allies  were  interefted.  In 
his  way  he  was  magnificently  entertained  by  the 
elector  palatine,  and  him  of  Triers,  and  compli- 
mented by  the  magiftracy  of  Francfort,  where  he 
conferred  with  prince  Lewis  of  Baden.  On  f!he 
twelfth  of  November  he  arrived  at  Vienna,  where 
he  was  treated  with  the  higheft  marks  of  diftinc- 
tion  and  cordial  friendfhip  by  their  Imperial  maje- 
fties.  His  fon-in-law  the  earl  of  Suaderland,  had 
been  fent  thither  as  envoy-extraordinary ;  and,  now 
they  conferred  together  with  the  emperor  and  his 
minifters.  They  refolved  to  maintain  the  war  with 
redoubled  vigour.  The  treaties  were  renewed; 
and  provifion  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  duke  of 
Savoy.  The  emperor,  in  confideration  of  the 
duke's  fignal  fervice  to  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  grant  of  the  lordfhip  of  Mindel- 
heim  in  Suabia,  which  was  now  erected  into  a  prin- 
cipality of  the  Roman  empire.  In  his  return  with 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  he  vifited  the  courts  of 
JBerlin  and  Hanover,  where  he  was  received  with 
that  extraordinary  refpect  which  was  due  to  his 
character  ;  and  arrived  at  the  Hague  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  December.  There  he  fettled  the 
operations  of  the  next  campaign  with  the  flates-ge-  f 
neral,  who  conlented  to  join  England  in  maintain- 
ing an  additional  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  as  a' 
reinforcement  to  the  army  of  prince  Eugene  in 
Jtalv.  "While  the  allies  were  engaged  in  the  fiege 

of 
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A.  c.  1705. of  Santvliet,  the  elector  of  Bavaria  fent  a  detach- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Don  Marcello  de 
Grimaldi,  to  inveft  Dieft,  the  garrifon  of  which 
were  made  prifoners  of  war. 

t»te«  Se  On  the  uPPer  Rhine  marechal  Villars  befieged 
tipper  and  took  Homburg,  and  paffe'd  the  Rhine  at  Straf- 
Sun"!'1"  burg  on  tne  flxtn  day  of  Auguft.  But  prince  Lewis 
Piedmont,  of  Baden  arriving  in  the  camp  of  the  Imperialifts  at 
Stolhoflfen,  not  only  obliged  him  to  retire,  but  hav- 
ing  palled  the  river,  forced  the  French  lines  at 
Haganau :  then  he  reduced  Drufenheim  and  Hage- 
nau,  but  attempted  no  enterprize  equal  to  the 
number  of  his  army,  although  the  emperor  had 
cxpoilulated  with  him  feverely  on  his  conduct ;  and 
he  had  now  a  fair  opportunity  of  emulating  the 
glory  of  Marlborough,  upon  whom  he  looked 
with  the  eyes  of  an  envious  rival.  In  Italy  a  battle 
was  fought  at  Cafano,  between  prince  Eugene  and 
the  duke  of  Vcndome,  with  dubious  fuccefs.  The 
duke  de  Feiiillade  reduced  Chivas,  and  inverted 
Nice  i  which,  after  an  obltinate  defence,  furren- 
dered  in  December.  All  the  confiderable  places 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  were  now  taken, 
except  Coni  and  Turin  ;  and  his  little  army  was 
reduced  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  whom  he  could 
hardly  fupport.  His  dutchefs,  his  clergy,  and  his 
fubjects  in  general,  prefTed  him  to  lubmit  to  the 
neceffity  of  his  affairs  •,  "but  he  adhered  to  the  al- 
liance with  furprifing  fortitude.  He  withftood  the 
importunities  of  his  dutchefs,  excluded  all  the 
bifhops  and  clergy  from  his  councils :  and  when  he 
had  occafion  for  a  confcfibr,  choie  a  prieft  occafio- 
nally,  either  from  the  Dominicans  or  Francilcans. 
The  campaign  in  Portugal  began  with  a  very  promif- 
ingafpect.  The  allies  invaded  Spain  by  the  different 
hor.tiers  of  Beyra  and  Alentejo.  Their  army  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Conde  das  Galveas,  under* 
6  took 
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took  the  fiege  of  Valencia  D' Alcantara  in  May,  and  A>  c<  17°*' 
took  it  by  afifault ;  Albuquerque  lurrendered  upon 
articles :  and,  then  the  troops  were  fent  into  quar- 
ters of  refrefhment.  The  marquis  de  las  Minas, 
who  commanded  the  Portuguefe  in  the  province  of 
Beyra,  reduced  the  town  of  Salva- terra,  plundered 
and  burned  Sarca  •,  but,  was  obliged  to  retire  to  ' 
Penamacos  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Towards 
the  end  of  September  the  confederates  being  reaf- 
fembled,  invefted  Badajox,  by  advice  of  the  earl 
of  Galway,  who  loft  his  right  hand  by  a  cannon- 
ball,  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off-,  fo  that 
the  conduct  of  the  fiege  was  left  to  general  Fagel. 
He  had  made  confiderable  progrefs  towards  the  re- 
duction of  the  place,  when  the  marquis  de  Theffe 
found  means  to  throw  in  a  powerful  reinforcement; 
and  then  the  confederates  abandoned  the  enter- 
prize.  The  war  continued  to  rage  in  Hungary 
with  various  fuccefs.  Ragotfki,  though  frequently 
woifted,  appeared  ftill  in  arms,  and  ravaged  the 
country,  which  became  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  defo- 
lation.  Jn  Poland  the  old  cardinal  primate  owned 
Staniflaus,  but  died  before  the  coronation,  which 
was  performed  by  the  bifhop  of  Cyjavia.  In  the 
beginning  of  winter  king  Auguftus  had  paflcd 
through  Poland  in  difguife  to  the  Mufcovite  army, 
which  was  put  under  his  command  in  Lithuania  ; 
and,  the  campaign  was  protracted  through  the 
whole  winter- feafon,  notwithftanding  the  feverity 
of  the  weather-  in  that  northern  climate.  In  the 
fpring  the  Swedifh  general  Reinchild  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  the  Saxon  army,  which  was 
either  cut  in  pieces,  or  taken  with  their  camp, 
baggage,  and  artillery  :  yet,  the  war  was  not  ex  - 
tinguiihed.  The  king  or  Sweden  continued  obfti- 
nately  deaf  to  all  propofals  of  peace,  and  was  be- 
come as  favage  in  his  manners  as  brutal  in  ttis  re- 
venge. 

At 
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A,C.  1705.  At  fea  tne  arms  of  the  allies  were  generally  prof- 
sir Thomas  perous.  Philip  of  Spain  being  obftinately  bent 
uPon  retaking  Gibraltar,  fent  marechal  de  TheiTc 
to  renew  the  liege,  while  de  Pointis  was  ordered  to 
block  up  the  place  by  Tea  with  his  fquadron.  Thefe 
ibrak»r  French  officers  carried  on  the  ficge  with  fuch  acti- 
vity, that  the  prince  of  Hefte  difpatched  an  exprefs 
to  Lifbon  with  a  letter,  defiring  Sir  John  Leake 
to  fail  immediately  to  his  affiftance.  This  admiral 
having  been  reinforced  from  England  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dilkes,  with  five  mips  of  the  line  and  a 
body  of  troops,  fet  fail  immediately;  and,  on  the 
tenth  day  of  March  defcried  five  fliips  of  war  haul- 
ing out  of  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.  Thcfc  were  com- 
manded by  De  Pointis  in  perfon,  to  whom  the  Eng- 
ii(h  admiral  gave  chace.  One  of  them  ftruck,  after 
having  made  a  very  (light  refiftance  ;  and,  the  reft 
ran  afhore  to  the  weftward  of  Marbella,  where  they 
were  deftroyed.  The  remaining  part  of  the  French 
fquadron  had  been  blown  from  their  anchors,  and 
taken  fhelter  in  the  bay  of  Malaga  :  but,  how  they 
flipped  their  cables,  and  made  the  belt  of  their 
way  to  Toulon.  The  marechal  de  ThefTe,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  difafter,  turned  the  fiege  of  Gibral- 
tar into  a  blockade,  and  withdrew  the  greater  part 
of  his  forces.  While  Sir  John  Leake  was  employed 
in  this  expedition,  Sir  George  Byng,  who  had  been 
ordered  to  cruize  in  foundings  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  took  a  fhip  of  forty  guns  from  the  enemy, 
together  with  twelve  privateers,  and  feven  vcflels 
richly  laden  from  the  Weft- Indies. 

efariof  But  the  moft  eminent  achievement  of  this  fum- 
ghTni  mer  was  tne  reduction  of  Barcelona,  by  the  cele- 
cimi-  brated  earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Clouddley 
Shovel,  who  failed  from  St.  Hellen's  in  the  latter 
end  of  May  with  theEnglim  fleet,  having  on  board 
a  body  of  five  thoufand  land-forces  j  and,  on  the 
twentieth  of  June  arrived  at  Lifbon,  where  they 
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were  joined  by  Sir  John  Leake  and  the  Dutch  ad--  A-c-  '70i« 
miral  Allemonde.  In  a  council  of  war,  they  de- 
termined to  put  to  fea  with  eight  and  forty  fhips 
of  the  line,  which  ihould  be  itationed  between 
Cape  Spartel  and  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  junction  of  the  Toulon  and  Breft  fqua- 
dron.  The  prince  of  Pleffe-Darmftadt  arriving 
from  Gibraltar,  afiured  king  Charles,  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Catalonia  and  the  kingdom  of  Valencia 
were  attached  to  his  intereft  ;  and,  his  majefty  be- 
ing weary  of  Portugal,  refolved  to  accompany  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  to  Barcelona.  He  accord- 
ingly embarked  with  him  on  board  the  Ranelagh  ; 
and,  the  fleet  Jailed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
July,  the  earl  of  Galway  having  reinforced  them 
with  two  regiments  of  Englifli  dragoons.  At 
Gibraltar  they  took  on  board  the  Englifli  guards 
and  three  old  regiments,  in  lieu  of  which  they  left 
two  new  raifed  battalions.  On  the  eleventh  day 
of  Auguft  they  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Altea,  where 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  publiflied  a  manifefto  in 
the  Sp-anifli  language,  which  had  fuch  an  effect, 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  and  adjacent  mountains,  acknowledged 
.king  Charles  as  their  lawful  iovereign.  They 
feized  the  town  of  Denia  for  his  fervice ;  and,  he 
fent  thither  a  garrifon  of  four  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  major  general  Ramos.  On  the 
twenty-fecond  they  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Barcelona  : 
the  troops  were  difembarked  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
city,  where  they  encamped  in  a  ftrong  fituation ; 
and  were  well  received  by  the  country-people.  King 
Charles  landed  amidft  the  acclamations  of  an  infi- 
nite multitude  from  the  neighbouring  towns  and 
villages,  who  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Long  live  the  king  !"  and  exhibited  all  the 
marks  of  the  moft  extravagant  joy.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Barcelona  were  well  affected  to  the  houfe  of 
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A,  c.  1705.  Auftria,  but  over-awed  by  a  garrifon  of  five  thou- 
fand  men  under  the  duke  de  Popoli,  Velafco,  and 
other  officers  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  king  Philip. 
Confideringthe  ftrengthof  fuch  a  garrifon,  and  the 
fmall  number  of  Dutch  andEngliih  troops,  nothing 
could  appear  more  defperate  and  dangerous  than 
the  defign  of  befieging  the  place ;  yet  this  was 
propofed  by  the  prince  of  Hefle  D'Armftadt,  who 
ierved  in  the  expedition  as  a  volunteer,  ftrongly 
urged  by  king  Charles,  and  approved  by  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  The 
city  was  accordingly  inveiled  on  one  fide ;  but,  as 
a  previous  ftep  to  the  reduction  of  it,  they  refolved 
to  attack  the  fort  of  Montjuic,  ftrongly  fituated  on 
a  hill  that  commanded  the  city.  The  outworks 
were  taken  by  ftorm,  with  the  lofs  of  the  gallant 
prince  of  Hefle,  who  was  mot  through  the  body, 
and  in  a  few  hours  expired :  then  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough began  to  bombard  the  body  of  the  fort '; 
and  a  fhell  chancing  to  fall  into  the  magazine  of 
powder,  blew  it  'up,  together  with  the  governor 
and  fome  of  the  beft  officers :  an  accident  which 
ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  the  garrifon,  that  they  fur- 
rendered  without  further  refiftance. 

The  earl's       This  great  point  being  gained,  the  Englifli  ge- 
fnrprfing    neral  erected  his    batteries  againft  the  town,  with 
proofs  in    tjie  ke]p  Of  ^  Miquelets  and  feamen :  the  bomb- 
ketches  began, to  fire  with  fuch  execution,  that  in 
a  few  days  the  governor  capitulated  -,  and,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  October  king  Charles  entered  in  tri- 
umph.    All  the  other  places  in  Catalonia  declared 
for   him,  except  Rofes  ;  ib  that   the  largeft  and 
richeft   province  of  Spain  was   conquered  with  an 
army  fcarce  double   the  number  of  the  garrifon  of 
Barcelona.     King  Charles  wrote  with  his  own  hand 
a  letter  to  the  queen  of  England,  containing  a  cir- 
cumftantial  detail  of  his  aifairs,  the  warmed  ex- 
preffions  of  acknowledgment,  and  the  higheft  en- 
comiums 
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comiums  on  her  fubjeds,  particularly  the  earl  of  A- c-  >7«s« 
Peterborough.  In  a  council  of  war,  it  was  deter- 
mined, that  the  king  and  the  earl  fhould  continue 
in  Catalonia  with  the  land-forces  :  that  Sir  Clou- 
defley  Shovel  mould  return  to  England  :  that  five 
and  twenty  Englifh  and  fifteen  Dutch  fhips  of  war 
fhould  winter  at  Lifbon,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Leake,  and  the  Dutch  rear-admiral  Waf- 
fenaer;  and  that  four  Englifh  and  two  Dutch  fri- 
gates mould  remain  at  Barcelona.  Don  Francifco 
de  Velafco  was  tranfported  to  Malaga,  with  about 
a  thoufand  men  of  his  garrifon,  the  refl  voluntarily 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  king  Charles,  and  fix 
other  regiments  were  raifed  by  the  Hates  of  Catalo- 
nia. The  count  de  Cifuentes,  at  the  head  of  the 
Miquelets  and  Catalans  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  fecured  Tarragona,  Tortofa,  Lerida,  San- 
Mattheo,  Gironne,  and  other  places.  Don  Ra- 
phael Nevat,  revolting  from  Philip  with  his  whole 
regiment  of  horfe,  joined  general  Ramos  at  Denia, 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  feveral  places  of 
importance  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  Plumed 
withfuch  unexpected  fuccefs  they  penetrated  to  the 
capital  of  the  fame  name,  which  they  furprifed,  to- 
gether with  the  marquis  de  Villa-Garcia,  the  vice- 
roy, and  the  archbimop.  Thefe  advantages,  how- 
ever, were  not  properly  improved.  The  court  of 
Charles  was  divided  into  factions,  and  fo  mucli 
time  loft  in  difputes,  that  the  enemy  fent  a  body  of 
fix  thoufand  men  into  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,, 
under  the  command  of  the  Conde  de  las  Torres, 
who  forthwith  inverted  San-Mattheo,  guarded  by 
colonel  Jones  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Mique- 
lets. This  being  a  place  of  great  confequence,  'on 
account  of  its  fituation,  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
marched  thither  with  one  thoufand  infantry  and 
two  hundred  dragoons  ;  and  by  means  of  feigned 
intelligence  artfully  conveyed  to  the  Conde,  in- 
duced 
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A. c.  1705,  duced  that  general  to  abandon  the  fiege  with  pre- 
cipitation, in  the  apprehenfion  of  being  fuddenly 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  army.  He  afterwards 
took  pofTeflion  of  Nules,  and  purchafing  horfes  at 
Caftillon  de  la  Plana,  began  to  form  a  body  of  ca- 
valry, which  did  good  fervice  in  the  iequel.  Hav- 
ing afiembled  a  little  army,  confifting  of  ten  fqiia- 
drons  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  and  four  battalions  of 
regular  troops,  with  about  three  thoufand  of  mili- 
tia, he  marched  to  Molviedro,  which  was  furren- 
dered  to  him  by  the  governor  brigadier  Mahoni. 
Between  this  officer  and  the  Spanifh  general  he  ex- 
cited fuch  jealoufies  by  dint  of  artifices  not  altoge- 
ther justifiable  even  in  war,  that  the  duke  of  Arcos 
was  more  intent  upon  avoiding  the  fuppofed  trea- 
chery of  Mahoni,  than  upon  interrupting  the  earl's 
march  to  Valencia,  where  the  inhabitants  expreffed 
uncommon  marks  of  joy  at  his  arrival.  About 
this  period  a  very  obftinate  action  happened  at  St. 
Iftevan  de  Litera,  where  the  chevalier  D'Asfeldt 
with  nine  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  and  as 
many  battalions  of  French  infantry,  attacked  colo-. 
nel  Wills  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  detachment ;  but, 
this  laft  being  fupported  by  lieutenant-general  Cun- 
ningham, who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  en-, 
gagement,  repulfed  the  enemy,  though  three 
times  his  number,  with  the  lofs  of  four  hundred 
men  killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  troops  on  both 
fides  fought  with  the  moft  defperate  valour,  keep- 
ing up  their  fire  until  the  muzzles  of  their  pieces 
met,  and  charging  each  other  at  the  point  of  bayo- 
net. The  only  misfortune  that  attended  the  Hng- 
lifh  arms  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  was  the  capture 
of  the  Baltic  fleet  homeward-bound  with  their  con- 
voy of  three  mips  of  war,  which  were  taken  by  the 
Dunkirk  fquadron  under  the  command  of  the  count 
de  St.  Paul,  though  he  himfelf  was  killed  in  the 
engagement.  "When  an  account  of  this  advantage 

was 
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>vas  communicated  to  the  French  king,  he  replied  *• c-  '705* 
xvith  a  figh,  "  Very  well,  I  wiih  the  mips  were  fafe 
"  again  in  any  Englifh  port,  provided  the  count 
"  de  St.  Paul  could  be  reftored  to  life  "  After 
the  death  of  the  famous  Du  Bart,  this  officer  was 
counted  the  beft  feaman  in  France. 

The  kingdom  of  England  was  now  wholly  en-  New  par- 
grofied  by  the  election  ot  members  for  the  new  par-  Jiam(ent  in 
Hament.  The  Tories  exerted  themfelves  with  "^ 
great  induftry,  and  propagated  the  cry  of  the 
church's  being  in  danger ;  a  cry  in  which  the  Ja- 
cobites joined  with  great  fervour  \  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  their  efforts,  in  word  and  writing,  a 
majority  of  Whigs  was  returned  -,  and  now  the 
lord  Godolphin,  who  had  hitherto  maintained  a 
neutrality,  thought  proper  openly  to  countenance 
that  faction.  By  his  intereft  co-operating  with  the 
influence  of  the  dutchefs  of  Marlborough,  Sir 
Nathan  Wright  was  deprived  of  the  great-feal, 
which  was  committed  to  Mr.  William  Cowper, 
with  the  title  of  lord-keeper.  This  was  a  lawyer  of 
good  extraction,  fuperior  talents,  engaging  man- 
ners, and  eminence  in  his  profeffion.  He  was 
ftaunch  to  Whig  principles,  and  for  many  years 
had  been  confidered  as  one  of  their  bed  fpeakers 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  new  parliament 
meeting  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  a  vio- 
lent conteft  arofe  about  tfce  choice  of  a  fpeaker. 
Mr.  Bromley  was  fupported  by  the  Tories,  and  the 
Whigs  propofed  Mr.  John  Smith,  who  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  forty-three  voices.  The  queen  in 
her  fpeech  reprefented  the  neceflity  of  acting  vigo- 
roufly  againft  France,  as  a  common  enemy  to  the 
liberties  of  Europe  ;  fhe  commended  the  fortitude 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  which  fhe  faid  was  without 
example  :  fhe  told  them  her  intention  was  to  expe- 
dite commifiipns  for  treating  of  an  union  witr 
Scotland  :  Ihe  earneftly  recommended  an  union  of 
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A.  c.  1705.  rninds  and  affections  among  her  people  :  fhe  ob- 
ferved,  that,  fome  perfons  had  endeavoured  to 
foment  animofities,  and  even  fuggeiled  in  print, 
that  the  eftablithed  church  was  in  danger  :  me  af- 
firmed that  fuch  people  were  enemies  to  her  and 
to  the  kingdom,  and  meaned  only  to  cover  defigns 
which  they  durfc  not  publicly  own,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  diftract  the  nation  with  unreafonable  and 
groundlefs  diftrufts  and  jealoufies :  fhe  declared 
fhe  would  always  affectionately  fupport  and  coun- 
tenance the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  eila- 
blifhed  :  that  Die  would  inviolably  maintain  the  to- 
leration :  that  me  would  promote  religion  and  vir- 
tue, encourage  trade,  and  every  thing  elfe  thac 
might  make  them  a  happy  and  flourifhing  people. 

Bin  for  a         i*he  majority  in  both  houfes  now  profefled  the 

regency rn      r  .      •-     .  ,  .,     ,.r       .-1  ,  - 

cafeofrhe  lams  principles,  and  were  well  dilpoled  to  fupport 
«47-n'Sde"  tneclueen  m  a^  ner  defigns.  They  firft  prefented 
the  ufual  addrefles,  in  the  warmeft  terms  of  duty 
and  affection.  Then  the  commons  drew  up  a  fe- 
cond,  afiuring  her  they  would,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  afiift  her  in  bringing  the  treaty  of 
union  to  a  happy  conclufion.  They  clefired  thac 
the  proceedings  of  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  re- 
lating to  the  union  and  facceffion,  might  be  laid 
before  the  houfe.  The  lords  had  folliciced  the  fame 
latisfaclion  ;  and  her  majefly  promifed  to  comply 
with  their  requeil.  The  lower  houfe  having  heard 
and  decided  in  fome  cafes  of  controverted  elections, 
proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  eftimates 
for  the  fervice  of  the  cnfuing  year,  and  granted 
the  fupplies  without  hefitatioa.  In  the  houie  of 
lords,  while  the  queen  was  prefent,  Iprd  Haver- 
fham,  at  the  end  of  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  re- 
flected upon  the  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  both  on  the  Mofelle  and  in  Brabant,  moved 
for  an  addrefs  to  defire  her  majefty  would  invite  the 
^refumptive  heir  to  the  crown  of  England,  to.  come 

and 
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and  refide  in  tihe  kingdom.  This  motion  was*-c>17*5* 
earneftly  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
the  earls  of  Kochefter,  Nottingham,  and  Anglefey. 
They  laid  there  was  no  method  ib  effectual  to  ie- 
cure  the  fucceflion,  as  that  of  the  fnccefTor's  being 
upon  the  fpot,  ready  to  affume  and  maintain  his 
or  her  right  againft  any  pretender  j  and  they  ob- 
lerved,  that  in  former  times,  when  the  throne  of* 
England  was  vacant,  the  firit  comer  had  always 
fuccecded  in  his  pretenfions.  The  propofal  was 
vehemently  oppofed  by  the  Whigs,  who  knew  it  was 
difagreeable  to  the  queen,  whom  they  would  not 
venture  to  difoblige.  They  argued,  that  a  rivalry 
between  the  two  courts  might  produce  diftractions, 
and  be  attended  with  very  ill  conlequences ;  and 
obferved,  that  the  princefs  Sophia  had  exprefied  a 
full  fatisfadtion  in  the  affurances  of  the  queen,  who 
had  promiied  to  maintain  her  title.  The  queftion 
being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great 
majority.  The  defign  of  the  Tories  in  making 
this  motion,  was  to  bring  the  other  party  in  dif- 
grace,  either  with  the  queen  or  with  the  people. 
Their  joining  in  the  meafure  would  have  given  um- 
brage to  their  fovereign  ;  and,  by  oppofing  it, 
they  ran  the  rifque  of  incurring  the  public  odium, 
as  enemies  to  the  proteftant  fucceilion :  but  the 
pretence  of  the  Tories  was  fo  thin,  the  nation  law 
through  it ;  and  the  fole  effect  the  motion  pro- 
duced, was  the  queen's  refentment  againft  the  whole 
party.  Burnet,  biihop  of  Sarum,  propofed  that 
provifion  might  be  made  for  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic quiet,  in  the  interval  between  the  queen's  de- 
ceafe,  and  the  arrival  of  her  fucceffbr  :  the  motion 
was  feconded  by  the  lord-trcafurer  •,  and  a  bill 
brought  in  for  the  better  fecurity  of  her  majefly's 
perfon  and  government,  and  of  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  of  England.  By  this  act,  a  regency  was 
appointed  of  the  feven  perfons  that  fiiould  polfef* 
D  d  2  the 
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A.  c.  17*5. the  offices  of  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  lord  chan- 
cellor or  lord -keeper,  lord- treasurer,  lord  prefident, 
lord   privy-leal,    lord  high- admiral,    and  the  lord 
chief-juftice  of  the  queen's  bench.     Their  bufmefs 
was  to  proclaim  the  next  fucceiTor  through  the  king- 
dom of  England,   and  join  with  a  certain  number 
of  perlbns  named  as  regents  by  the  fuccefibr,-  in 
three  lifts  to  be  iealed  up  and  depofited  with  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,    the  lord  keeper,  and 
the  minifter  refidentiary  of  Hanover.     It  was  en- 
acted, That  thefe  joint  regencies  mould  conduct 
the  administration  ;  and  that  the  laft  parliament, 
even  though   difiblved,    mould   re  afTemble,  and 
continue  fitting  for  fix  months  after  the  deceafe  of 
her  majefty.     The  bill  met  with  a  warm  oppofi- 
tion  from  the  Tories,  and  did  not  pals  the  upper 
houfe  without  a  proteft.     It  was  ftill  further  ob- 
flrucled  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  even  by  fome  of 
the  Whig  party,  who  were   given  to  underftand 
that  the  princefs  Sophia  had  exprefied  an  inclina- 
tion to  refide  in  England.     Exceptions  were  like- 
.  wife  taken  to  that  claufe  in  the  bill,  enacting  that 
the  laft  parliament  mould  be  re-afiembled.     They 
affirmed,  that  this  was  inconliftent  with  part  of 
the  aft  by  which  the  iiiccefiion  was  at  firft  fettled  ; 
for,  among  other  limitations,   the  parliament  had 
provided,  that  when  the  crown  fhould  devolve  to 
the  houfe  of  Hanover,  no  man,  who  had  either 
place  or  penfion,  fhould  be  capable  of  fitting  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.     After  tedious   difputes  and 
zealous   altercation,    they  agreed   that   a    certain 
number  of  offices  mould  be  fpecified  as  difquali- 
fying    places.        This    felf-denying    claufe,    and 
fome  other   amendments,    produced  conferences 
between   the  two  houfes,  and  at  length  the  bill 
paired  by  their  mutual  aflent.     Lord  Haverfliam 
moved  for  an  enquiry  into  the  mifcarriages  of  the 
laft  campaign,  hoping  to  find  fome  foundation  for 
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cenfure  in  the  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- A-c- '7°Sv 
rough.  But  the  propofal  was  rejected  as  invidi- 
ous i  and  .the  two  houfes  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  queen,  defiring  me  would  prelerve  a  good  cor- 
refpondence  among  all  the  confederates.  They 
likewife  concurred  in  repealing  the  act  by  which 
the  Scots  had  been  alienated,  and  all  the  northern 
counties  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion  of  a  rup- 
ture between  the  two  nations.  The  lord  Shannon 
and  brigadier  Stanhope  arriving  with  an  account  of 
the  expedition  to  Catalonia,  the  queen  communi- 
cated the  good  news  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes, . 
expreffing  her  hope  that  they  would  enable  her  ta 
profecute  the  advantages  which  her  arms  had  ac- 
•quired.  The  commons  were  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  tidings,  that  they  forthwith  granted  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  her  majefty's 
proportion  in  the  expence  of  profecuting  the  fuc- 
cejflls  already  gained  by  king  Charles  111.  for  the 
recovery  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the 
que.en  gave  the  royal  aflent  to  an  aft  for  exhibiting 
a  bill  to  naturalize  the  princeis  Sophia,  and  the  iflue 
of  her  body. 

Thde  meafures   being  taken,  the  fixth  day  of  Debates  Jn 
December  was  appointed  for  enquiring  into  thofe  the  houfe  of 
dangers  to  which  the  Tories  affirmed  the  church 
was  expofed  ±  and  the  queen  attended  in  perfon  to 
hear  the  debates  on  this  interefting  fubject.     The 
earl  of  Rochefter  compared  the  expreffions  in  the  ex 
queen's  fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefilon,  to 
the  law  enacted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  denounc- 
ing the  penalties  ot  treafon  againft  thofe  who  mould 
call  the  king  a  papifl  :  for  which  reafon,   he  faid, 
he  always  thought  him  of  that  perfuafion.     He  af- 
firmed, that  the  church's  danger  arofe  from  the  act 
of  fecurity  in  Scotland,  the  abfence  of  the  fucceffor 
to  the  crown,  and  the  practice  of  occafional  con- 
D  d  3  Jjprmity. 
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A.c.  1705.  fbrmity.  He  was  anfwered  by  lord  Flallifax,  who, 
by  way  of  recrimination,  obferved,  that  king  Charles 
II.  was  a  Roman  catholic,  at  leaft  his  brother  de- 
clared him  a  papift  after  his  death  :  that  his  brother 
and  fucceffor  was  a  known  Roman  catholic,  yet  the 
church  thought  herfelf  fecure  •,  and  thole  patriots 
who  flood  up  in  its  defence  were  difcountenanced 
and  pnnifhed  :  nay,  when  that  fucceffor  afcended 
the  throne,  and  the  church  was  apparently  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger,  by  the  high-commiftion 
court,  and  otherwife,  the  nation  was  then  indeed 
generally  alarmed ;  and  every  body  knew  who  fat 
in  that  court,  and  entered  deeply  into  the  meafures 
which  were  then  purfued.  Compton,  bifhop  of 
London,  declared  that  the  church  was  in  danger, 
from  profanenefs,  irreligion,  and  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  prefs.  He  complained,  that  fermons  were 
preached  wherein  rebellion  was  countenanced,  and 
refinance  to  the  higher  powers  encouraged.  He 
alluded  to  a  fermon  preached  before  the  lord  mayor, 
by  Mr.  Hoadley,  now  bifhop  of  Winchefter.  Bur- 
net  of  Sarum  faid  the  bifhop  of  London  was  the 
Jaft  man  who  ought  to  camplain  of  that  fermon  ; 
for  if  the.  doctrine  it  contained  was  not  good,  he  did 
not  know  what  defence  his  lordfhip  could  make 
for  his  appearing  in  arms  at  Nottingham.  He  af- 
firmed the  church  would  be  always  fubjecT:  to  pro- 
fanenefs and  irreligion  •,  but  that  they  were  not  now 
fo  flagrant  as  they  ufually  had  been :  he  thought 
the  fociety  fet  up  for  reformation  in  London, 
and  other  cities,  had  contributed  confiderably  to 
the  fuppreffiqn  of  vice  ;  and  he  was  fure  the  corpo- 
ration for  propagating  the  gofpel  had  done  a  great 
deal  towards  inflrucling  men  in  religion,  by  giving 
great  numbers  of  books  in  practical  divinity ;  by 
creating  libraries  in  country  parifhes ;  by  fend- 
.  ing  many  able  divines  to  the  foreign  plantations, 
and  founding  fchools  to  breed  up  children  in  the 

chriftian 


ANNE.  407 

chriftian  knowledge;  though  to  this  experice  veryA<c- 17°5- 
little  had  been  contributed  by  thofe  who  appeared 
fo  wonderfully  zealous  for  the  church.  The  arch- 
bimop  of  York  exprefied  his  apprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger from  the  increafe  of  difienters -,  particularly 
from  the  many  academies  they  had  ir.ftituccd  :  he 
moved  that  the  judges  might  be  confuked  with 
refpect  to  the  laws  that  were  in  force  again  ft  fuch 
feminaries,  and  by  what  means  they  might  be  iup- 
prefied.  Lord  Wharton  moved  that  the  judges 
might  alfo  be  confuked  about  means  of  fupprefling 
fchools  and  feminaries  held  by  nonjurors ;  in  one 
6^  which  the  fons  of  a  noble  lord  in  that  houfe  had 
been  educated.  To  this  farcaim  the  archbiihop  re- 
plied, that  his  fons  were  indeed  taught  by  Mr. 
Ellis,  a  fober,  virtuous  man  ;  but  when  he  refufed 
the  oath  of  abjuration,  they  were  immediately  with- 
drawn from  his  imlructions.  Lord  Wharton  pro- 
ceeded to  declare,  that  he  had  carefully  perufed  a 
pamphlet,  intitled,  "  The  Memorial,"  which  was 
laid  to  contain  a  demonftration  that  the  church  was 
in  danger  j  but  all  he  could  learn  was,  that  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Rochefter  and 
Nottingham  were  out  of  place :  that  he  remem- 
bered fomeof  thefe  noblemen  fat  in  the  high-com- 
mimon  court,  and  then  made  no  complaint  of  the 
church's  being  in  danger.  Patrick  bifhop  of  Ely 
complained  of  the  heat  and  pafiion  manifefted  by 
the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  univerfuies  •,  and 
of  the  undutiful  behaviour  of  the  clergy  towards 
their  bifhops.  He  was  feconded  by  Hough  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  who  added,  that  the  in- 
ferior clergy  calumniated  their  bifhops,  as  if  they 
were  in  a  plot  to  deftroy  the  church,  and  had  com- 
pounded to  be  the  laft  of  their  order.  Hooper 
of  Bath  and  Wells  expatiated  on  the  invidious  dif- 
t^nclion  implied  in  the  terms  "  High  church,"  and 
P  d  4  i'  Low 
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ft.  c.'i7o5.cc  LOW  church.*'     The  duke  of  Leeds  afierted, 
that  the  church  could  not  be  fafe,  without  an  aft 
againft  occafional  conformity.     Lord  Sorners  reca- 
pitulated all  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
on  both  fides  of  the  queftion  :  he  declared  his  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  nation  was  happy  under  a 
wife  and  juft  adminidration  :  that  for  men  to  raife 
groundlefs  jealoufies  at  that  juncture,  could  mean 
no  lefs  than  an  intention  to  embroil  the  people  at 
home,  and  defeat  the  glorious  defigns  of  the  allies 
abroad.     The  debate  being  fmimed,  the  queftion 
was  put,  Whether  the  church  of  England  was  in 
danger  ?  and  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great  ma- 
jority :  then  the  houfe  refolved.  That  the  church 
of  England,  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  which  was  ref- 
cued  from  the  extremeft  danger  by  king  William 
III.  of  glorious  memory,  is  now,  hy  God's  blefTing 
under  the  happy  reign  of  her  majefty,  in  a  mpft 
fafe  and  flouriming  condition ;    and  that  whoever 
goes  about  to  fuggeft  or  infinuate  that  the  church 
is  in  danger,  under  her  majefty's  adminiftration, 
is  an  enemy  to   the  queen,  the  church,  and  thfe 
kingdom.     Next  day,  the  commons  concurred  in 
this  determination,  and  joined  the  lords  in  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  queen,  communicating  this  refolution^ 
befeeching  her  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  mak- 
ing it  public ;  and  alfo  for  puniihing  the  authors 
and  fpreaders  of  the  feditious  and  fcandalous  re- 
ports of  the  church's  being  in  danger.     She  ac- 
cordingly iflued  a  proclamation,  containing  the  re- 
iolution  of  the  two  houfrs,  and  offering  a  reward 
for  difcovering  the  author  of  the  memorial  of  the 
church  of  England,   and  for  apprehending  David 
ltd  wards,  a  profefled  papiit,  charged  upon  oath  to. 
be  the  printer  and  publisher  of  that  libel. 

After  a  fhort  adjournment,  a  committee  of  the 
lowcr-houfe  prcfented  the  thanks  of  the  commons 

to 
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to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his  great  fervices A  c  '705- 
performed  to  her  majefty  and  the  nation  in  the  laft  The  pariia- 
campaign,  and  for  his  prudent  negotiations  with  ""£  p£;™~ 
her  allies.  This  nobleman  was  in  fuch  credit  with-p^sin  the] 
the  people,  that  when  he  propoled  a  loan  of  five  CjnvoaiUoa» 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  emperor,  upon  a 
branch  of  his  revenue  in  Silefia,  the  money  was 
advanced  immediately  by  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don. The  kingdom  was  bleffed  with  plenty  :  the 
queen  was  univerfally  beloved  :  the  people  in  ge- 
neral were  zealous  for  the  profecution  of  the  war : 
the  forces  were  well  paid  :  the  treafury  was  punc- 
tual; and  though  a  great  quantity  of  coin  was  ex-, 
ported  for  the  maintenance  of  the  war,  the  paper-, 
currency  fupplied  the  deficiency  fo  well,  that  no. 
murmurs  were  heard,  and  the  public  credit  flourilh- 
ed  both  at  home  and  abroad.  All  the  funds  be- 
ing eftablifhed,  one  in  particular,  for  two  millions 
and  a  half  by  way  of  annuities,  for  ninety-nine 
years,  at  fix  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  all  the  bills 
having  received  the  royal  afient,  the  queen  went 
to  the  houie  of  peers  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
March,  where,  having  thanked  both  houfes  for  the 
repeated  inftances  of  their  affection  which  me  had 
received,  me  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the 
twenty-  fj rft  day  of  May  following  f.  The  new 
convocation,  inflead  of  imitating  the  union  and 
harmony  of  the  parliament,  revived  the  divifions 
By  which  the  former  had  been  diftracted,  and  the 
two  houfes  feemed  to  act  with  more  determined 
rancour  againft  each  other.  The  upper-houfe  hav- 
ing drawn  up  a  warm  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
queen,  for  her  affectionate  care  of  the  church,  the 
lower-houie  refufcd  to  concur;  nor  would  they 
give  any  reafon  for  their  diffent.  They  prepared 

•f-  Amnnp  other  bill?  parted  during  th:s  fefilon,  was  an   a&  for  abridging 
$nd  reforming  feme  proceedings  in  the  common  law  and  in  chancery. 
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A.C.  » 705.  another  in  a  different  ftrain,  which  was  rejected  by 
Burnet.      the  archbifhop.     Then  they  agreed  to   divers  re- 
?cckhart.    folutions,  aflerting  their  right  of  having  what  they 
cjincy.      offered  to  the  upper-houle  received  by  his  grace 
^;ofEo"and  their   lordfhips.     In  confequence  of  this  dif- 
reuquieres.  fenfion  the  addrefs  was  dropped,  and  a  flop  put  to 
SuSf  the  a^  further  communication  between  the  two  houfes. 
D.  of  Mari- The  dean  of  Peterborough  protefted  againft  the 
Bwchet!     irregularities  of  the  lower- houfe.     The  queen,  in 
Lives  of  the  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop,  fignified  her  refolution 
Voltaire!'    to  maintain  her  fupremacy,  and  the  due  fubordina- 
tion  of  prefbyters  to  bifh'ops.     She  exprefTed  her 
hope  that  he  and  his  fufrragans  mould  aft  conform- 
ably to  her  refolution,  in  which  cafe-  they  might  be 
aflured  of  the  continuance  of  her  favour  and  pro- 
te<5Hon  :  me  required  him  to  impart  this  declara- 
tion to  the  bifnops  and  clergy,  and  to  prorogue 
the  convocation  to  fuch  time  as  fhould  appear  moft 
convenient.     When   he  communicated  this  letter 
to  the  k>wer-houfe,  the  members  were  not  a  little 
Confounded  ;  neverthelefs,  they  would  not  comply 
with  the  prorogation,  but  continued  to  fit  in  de- 
fiance of  her  majefty's  pleafure. 

A.C.  1706.  The  eyes  of  Great-Britain  were  now  turned  up- 
conferencfs  on  a  tranfaction  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
"naTof0'  *  W^"l0^c  ifland  ;  namely,  the  treaty  for  an  union  of 
«nicn  \vkh  the  two  kingdom's  of  England  and  Scotland.  The 
s«otiafld.  ^uggn  having  appointed  the  commiffioners  -|-  on 

both 
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Thomas  lord  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  of  the  horfe,  Charles  duke  of  Bolton> 

Willism  Ccwpcr  lord-keeper  rf  the  Charles   carl   of  SundeilanH,  Evrlvn 

great  feal,    John   lord  archbiihop  of  earl  of  Kingrton,  Charles  earl  of  (ar- 

York,  Sidney  lord   Gocolphin    lord-  liflc,  Edward  earl  of  Orford,   Charles 

high-treafurerof England, Thomasearl  vifcoitnt    Tovnfend,     Thomas    lord 

of  Pernbrf  kc  and  Montgomery  prcfi-  Whartcn,  Ralph  lord  Grey,  John  lord 

dentofthecouncil.JohnaukeofNew-  Powlct,  John  lord  Someii,  Charles 

caftlekeeper  of  the  privy-feal,  William  lordHallifax,  William  Cavendiih  »ar- 

duke  of  Devon/hire  fteward  of  the  houf.  quis  of  Hartington,  John  Manners  mar. 
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both  fides,  they  met  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Aprfl, A<  °« '706- 
in  the  council-chamber  of  the  Cockpit  near  White- 
hall, which  was  the  place  appointed  for  the  con- 
ferences. Their  commifiions  being  opened  and 
read  by  the  refpective  fecretaries,  and  introductory 
ipeeches  being  pronounced  by  the  lord-keeper  of 
England  and  the  lord- chancellor  of  Scotland,  they 
agreed  to  certain  preliminary  articles,  importing, 
That  all  the  propoials  fhould  be  made  in  writing^ 
and  every  point  when  agreed,  reduced  to  writing  : 
That  no  points  fliould  be  obligatory,  till  all  mat- 
ters fhould  be  adjufted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
be  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  queen  and  the  two 
parliaments  for  their  approbation  :  That  a  com- 
mittee fliould  be  appointed  from  each  commifirion 
to  revile  the  minutes  of  what  might  pafs,  before 
they  mould  be  inferred  in  the  books  bytherefpec- 
tive  fecretaries  •,  and  that  all  the  proceedings  during 
the  treaty  mould  be  kept  fecret.  The  Scots  were 
inclined  to  a  federal  union,  like  that  of  the  United 
Provinces :  but  the  Engltfh  were  bent  upon  an 
incorporation,  fo  as  that  no  Scottifn  parliament 

qu'sof  Granby,  Sir  Charles  Her!pc«  and  Glasgow,  lord  Archibald    Campb?!!, 

Robert  Har'ey  principal  fccretnrics  of  Thomas  vifcount  Duplin,  lordWiiliam 

irate,  John  Smith,  Henry  Boyle  chan-  Rofs,  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymnle  president:  of 

cellor  of  the  exchequer,  Sir  John  Holt  the  feflion  ;  Adam  Cockburn;:  of  Or- 

chief-iufrice  o!"  the  queen's  bench,  Sir  miftonn  lord  juftice-clerk  ;  S:r  P,obert 

Thomas  Trevor  chief  juflice  of  the  Dnndafs  of  Amiftoun,  Ri-bert  Sietiart 

common-pleas,   Sir  Zdv/ard   Northey  of  Ti'licultre,  loidsof  the  fejTion,Mr. 

attorney -general,  Sir  Simon  Harcourc  Francis  Montgomery  one  of  the  com- 

Ibllicitor-  genera),  Sir  John  Cook,  and  miflioners  of  the  treafury,  Sir  David 

Stephen  Waller  defter  of  lawr .     The  Dalrj  mp'e,  one  of  her  majefty's  folli- 

ScottifliconimUfionersvveie,  James  earl  citors,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  receiver- 

ofSeafie'd  loid  chancellor  ot  Scrtland,  g;neril,  Sir  Patrick  Johnfton  provoft 

James  duke  of  Qiieensberry  lord  priry-  of  Edinburgh,   Sir  James  Smoliett  of 

feal,  John  earl  of  Mar,  and  Hugh  earl  Bonhill.GeorgeLockhartofCarnwatb, 

of  London  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  William  Morrifon  of  Preftongrange, 

John  earl  of  Sutherland,  John  earl  of  Alexander  Grant,  William  Seton  of 

Morten,  Da»id  earl  of  Wemys,  David  Pitmidden,  John  Clark  of  Pennycook, 

earl  of  Lcvtn,  John  earl  of  Stair,  Archi-  Hugh  Montgomery,    Daniel   Stuart, 

bald  earl  of  Rofeberry,  David  carl  of  and  Daniel  Csynpbel). 

fliould 
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1706.  jhould  ever  have  power  to  repeal  the  articles  of  the 
treaty.  The  lord-keeper  propoled,  that  the  two 
kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland  (hould  be  for 
ever  united  into  one  realm,  by  the  name  of  Great- 
Britain  :  That  it  ihould  be  reprefented  by  one  and 
the  fame  parliament ;  and,  That  the  lucceflion  of 
this  monarchy,  failing  heirs  of  her  majeity's  body, 
Ihould  be  according  to  the  limitations  mentioned  in 
the  act  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  reign  of  king; 
William,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  limita- 
tion of  the  crown,  and  the  better  fecuring  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject.  The  Scottifh 
commiffioners,  in  order  to  comply  in  forne  meafure 
with  the  popular  clamour  of  their  nation,  prefent- 
ed  a  propofal,  implying  that  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
crown  of  Scotland  ihould  be  eftablimed  upon  the 
lame  perfons  mentioned  in  the  act  of  king  Wil- 
liam's reign  :  That  the  fubjects  of  Scotland  mould 
for  ever  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
natives  in  England,  and  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging ;  and,  That  the  fubjects  of  England 
mould  enjoy  the  like  rights  and  privileges  in  Scot- 
land :  That  there  ihould  be  a  free  communication 
and  intercourfe  of  trade  and  navigation  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  and  plantations  thereunto  be- 
longing-, and  that  all  laws  and  ftatutes  in  either 
kingdom,  contrary  to  the  terms  of  this  union, 
ihould  be  repealed.  The  t'.nglifh  commifTioners 
declined  entering  into  any  confederations  upon 
thefe  propofals,  declaring  themfelves  fully  con- 
vinced that  nothing  but  an  intire  union  would 
ict:!e  perfect  and  Jailing  friendmip  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  The  Scots  acquiefced  in  this  re- 
ply, and  both  fides  proceeded  in  the  treaty,  with- 
out any  other  intervening  difpute.  They  were 
•  vilited  by  the  qdeen,  who  exhorted  them  to 
accelerate  the  articles  of  a  treaty  that  would  prove 
fo  advantageous  to  both  kingdoms.  At  length 

they 
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they  were  finifh'ed,  arranged,  and  mutually  figned,  AtC-  I7t»J- 
on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  and  next  day  pre- 
fented  to  her  majcfty  at  the  palace  of  St.  James's, 
by  the  lord-keeper,  in  the  riame  of  the  Englifh 
cominiffioners  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  a  fealed 
copy  of  the  inftrument  was  likewife  delivered  by 
the  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland  ;  and  each  made  a 
ihort  oration  on  the  fubjedt,  to  which  the  queen 
returned  a  very  gracious  reply.  That  fame  day 
Ihe  dictated  an  order  of  council,  that  whoever 
fliould  be  concerned  in  any  difcourfe  or  libel,  or  in 
laying  wagers  relating  to  the  union,  fliould  be 
.proiecuted  with  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law. 

In  this  famous  treaty  it  was  ftipulated,  That  the  Snwianceof 
fucceffion  to  the  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  theueit7- 
fliould  be  vefted  in  the  princefs  Sophia,  and  her 
heirs,  according  to  the  ads  already  pafied  in  the 
parliament  of  England  :  That  the  united  kingdom 
fhould  be  reprefented  by  one  and  the  fame  parlia- 
ment :  That  all  the  fubjecls  of  Great -Britain  mould 
enjoy  a  communication  of  privileges  and  advan- 
tages :  That  they  mould  have  the  fame  allowances, 
encouragements,  and  drawbacks ;  and  be  under 
the  fame  prohibitions,  reftrictions,  and  regulations, 
with  refpect  to  commerce  and  cuftoms :  That  Scot- 
land mould  not  be  charged  with  the  temporary 
duties  on  fome  certain  commodities  :  That  the 
fum  of  three  hundred,  ninety  eight  thoufand  and 
eighty-five  pounds  ten  millings  mould  b^  granted 
to  the  Scots,  as  an  equivalent  for  fuch  parts  of  the 
cuftoms  and  excife  charged  upon  that  kingdom  in 
confequence  of  the  union,  as  would  be  applicable 
to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  England,  according 
to  the  proportion  which  the  cuftoms  and  excife  of  • 
Scotland  bore  to  thofo  of  England  :  That,  as  the 
revenues  of  Scotland  might  increafe,  a  further 
equivalent  fhould  be  allowed  for  fuch  proportion 
of  the  laid  increafe  as  mould  be  applicable  to  the 

pay- 
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A.C.  1706.  payment  of  the  debts  of  England :  That  the  fum 
to  be  paid  at  prefent,  as  well  as  the  monies  arifing 
from  the  future  equivalents,  fhouid  be  employed 
in  reducing  the  coin  of  Scotland  to  thfe  ftandard 
and  value  of  the  Englifh  coin  ;  in  paying  off  the 
capital  ftock  and  intereft  due  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  African  company,  which  mould  be  immediate- 
ly diffblved ;  in  difcharging  all  the  public  debts  of 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  in  promoting  and 
encouraging  manufactures  and  fimeries,  under  the 
direction  of  commim'oners  to  be  appointed  by  her 
majefty,  and  accountable  to  the  parliament  of 
Great-Britain :  That  the  laws  concerning  public 
right,  policy,  and  civil  government,  mould  be  the 
fame  throughout  the  whole  united  kingdom  •,  but 
that  no  alteration  mould  be  made  in  laws  which 
concerned  private  right,  except  for  evident  utility 
of  the  fubjects  within  Scotland  :  That  the  court  of 
fefiion,  and  all  other  courts  of  judicature  in  Scot- 
land, mould  remain  as  then  conftituted  by  the 
laws  of  that  kingdom,  with  the  fame  authority  and 
privileges  as  before  the  union  ;  fubject,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  fuch  regulations  as  fhonld  be  made  by  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain  :  That  all  heritable 
offices,  fnperiorities,  heritable  jurifdictions,  offices 
for  life,  and  jurisdictions  for  life,  mould  be  referved 
to  the  owners,  as  rights  of  property,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  then  enjoyed  by  the  laws  cf  Scotland  : 
That  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  royal  bo- 
roughs in  Scotland,  mould  remain  intire  after  the 
union  :  That  Scotland  mould  be  reprcfented  in 
the  parliament  of  Great -Britain,  by  fixteen  peers 
and  forty-five  commoners,  to  be  elected  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  mould  be  fettled  by  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland :  That  all  peers  of  Scotland,  and 
the  fucceffors  to  their  honours  and  dignities,  mould, 
from  and  after  the  union,  be  peers  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  mould  have  rank  and  precedency  next 

and 
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and  immediately  after  the  Engliih  peers  of  the  like  A» c-  '7<J$» 
orders  and  degrees  at  the  time  of  the  union ;  and 
before  all  peers  of  Great-Britain  of  the  like  orders 
and  degrees,  who  might  be  created  after  the 
union  :  That  they  fhp.uld  be  tried  as  peers  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  enjoy  all  privileges  of  peers,  as  fully 
as  enjoyed  by  the  peers  of  England,  except  the 
right  and  privilege  of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  the  privileges  depending  thereon,  and  parti- 
cularly the  right  of  fitting  upon  the  trials  of  peers  : 
That  the  crown,  fceptre,  and  fword  of  ilate,  the 
records  of  parliament,  and  all  other  records,  rolls, 
and  regifters  whatfoever,  mould  flill  remain  as  they 
were,  within  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  cal- 
led Scotland  :  That  all  laws  and  ftatutes  in  either 
kingdom,  fo  far  as  they  might  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  terms  of  thefe  articles,  mould  ceafe  and  be  de- 
clared void  by  the  refpecYive  parliaments  of  the 
two  kingdoms.  Such  is  the  fubltance  of  that  treaty 
of  union  which  was  fo  eagerly  courted  by  the 
Englifli  miniftry,  and  proved  fo  unpalatable  to 
the  generality  of  the  Scottim  nation. 

While  this  treaty  was  on  the  carpet  at  home,  the  Battle  of 
allied  arms  profpered  furprifmgly  in  the  Nether-  ^JjJjJ^ 
lands,  in  Spain,   and  in  Piedmont.     The  French  French  are 
king  had  refolved  to  make  very  confiderable  efforts defeated* 
in  thefe  countries  ;  and  indeed,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign  his  armies  were  very  formidable. 
He  hoped,    that  by  the  reduction  of  Turin  and 
Barcelona  the  war  would  be  extinguiilied  in  Italy 
and  Catalonia.      He  knew  he  could   out- number 
any  body  of  forces   that  prince  Lewis  of  Baden 
mould  aflemble  on  the  Rhine;  and  he  relblved  to 
reinforce  his  army  in  Flanders,  fo  as  to  be  in  a 
condition  to   act  offenfively  againfl  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.     This   nobleman  repaired  to  Hol- 
land  in    the   latter  end  of  April;  and  conferred 
w.ith  the  dates-general.     Then  he  aflembled  the 

armv 
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A.  c.  1706.  army  between  Borchloen  and  Groef-Waren,  and 
found  it  amounted  to  feventy-four  battalions  of 
foot,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  Iquadrons 
of  horfe  and  dragoons,  well  furnifhcd  with  artillery 
and  pontoons.  The  court  of  France  having  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  the  Danifh  and  Pruflian 
troops  had  not  yet  joined  the  confederates,  ordered 
the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  marechal  de  Villeroy 
to  attack  them  before  the  junction  could  be  effec- 
ted. In  purfuance  of  this  order  they  pafied  the 
Deule  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  and  ported 
themfelves  at  Tirlemont,  being  fuperior  in  num- 
ber to  the  allied  army.  There  they  were  joined  by 
the  horfe  of  the  army,  commanded  by  marechal 
Marfin,  and  encamped  between  Tirlemont  and 
Judoigne.  On  Whitfunday,  early  in  the  morning, 
the  duke  of  Marlborongh  advanced  with  his  army 
in  eight  columns  toward;  the  village  of  Ramillies, 
being  by  this  time  joined  by  the  Danes  -,  and  he 
learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  march  to  give 
him  battle.  Next  day  the  French  generals  per- 
ceiving the  confederates  ib  near  them,  took  pof- 
leffion  of  a  ftrong  camp,  their  right  extending  to 
the  Tomb  of  Hautemont  on  the  fide  of  the 
Mehaigne  ;  their  left  to  Anderkirk  •,  and  the  vil- 
lage of  Ramillies  being  near  their  center.  The 
confederate  army  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
with  the  right  wing  near  Foitz  on  the  brook  of 
Yaufe,  and  the  left  by  the  village  of  Franquenies, 
which  the  enemy  had  occupied.  The  duke  order- 
ed lieutenant-general  Schultz,  with  twelve  bat- 
talions and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  to  begin  the 
action,  by  attacking  Ramillies,  which  was  ftrongly 
fortified  with  artillery.  At  the  fame  time  velt- 
marechal  Overkirk,  on  the  left,  commanded 
colonel  Wertmuller,  with  four  battalions  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  to  didodge  the  enemy's  infantry 
polled  among  the  hedges  of  Franquenieu.  Both 
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thefe  orders    were,  fuccefsfully   executed.      TheA-c'J7°6. 
Dutch  and  Danifh  horfe  of  the  left:  wing  charged 
with   great  vigour  and  intrepidity ;  but  were  fo 
roughly  handled  by  the  troops  of  the  French  king's 
houlhold,  that  they  began  to  give  way,  when  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  fuftaincd    them  with  the 
body  of  referve,  and  twenty  fquadrons  drawn  from 
the  right,  where   a  morafs  prevented  them  from 
acting.     In   the  mean  time,  he   in  perfon  rallied 
fome  of  the  broken  fquadrons,  in  ord^r  to  renew 
the  charge,  when  his  own   horfe  falling,  he  was 
furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  muft   have   been 
either  killed  or  taken  prifoner,   had  not  a  body  of 
infantry  come  feafcnably  to  his  relief.      When  he 
remounted  his  horfe,  the  head  of  colonel  Brien- 
field,  his  gentleman  of  the  horfe,  was  carried  off 
by  a  cannon  ball  while  he  held  the  duke's  ftirrup. 
Before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  befl  part  of 
the  French  moufquetaires  were  cut  in  pieces.    All 
the  troops  polled  in  Ramillies  were  either  killed  or 
taken.     The  reft  of  the  enemy's  infantry  began  to 
retreat  in   tolerable  order,  under  cover  of  the  ca- 
valry on  their  left  wing,  which  formed  themselves 
in  three  lines  between  Ofiuz  and  Anderkirk  ;  but, 
the  Englilh  horfe  having  found  means  to  pafs  the 
rivulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy,  fell 
upon  them  with  Iuch  impetcofity,  that  they  aban- 
doned their  foot,  and  were  terribly  flaughtered  in 
the  village  of  Anderkirk.     They  now  gave  way 
on  all  fides.     The  horfe  fled  three  different  ways.; 
but,  were  fo  clofely  purfucd,  that  very  few  efcaped. 
The  elector  cf  Bavaria  and  the- marecjial  cie  Ville- 
roy  faved   themfelves  with  the  utmoft  difficulty. 
.Several  waggons  of  the  enemy's  vanguard  breaking  • 

down  in  a  narrow  pals,  obftructed  the  way  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  baggage  and  artillery  could  not 
proceed  •,  nor   could  their  troops  defile  in  order.  • 
The  victorious  nor!?  being  informed  of  this  acci- 
JS4°.  89.  1L  e  dent, 
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A. c.  1706.  dent,  prefTed  on  them  fo  vigoroufly,  that  great 
numbers  threw  down  their  arms  and  fubmitted. 
The  puriuit  was  followed  through  Judoigne   till 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  five  If  agues  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  within  two  of  Louvaine.     In  a 
word,  the  confederates  obtained  a  complete  victory. 
They  took    the   enemy's  baggage  and   artillery, 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  colours  or  ftan- 
dards,  fix  hundred   officers,  fix  thoufand  private 
ibldiers;  and  about  eight  thoufand  were  killed  or 
wounded.     Prince  Maximilian,  and  prince  Mon- 
bafon  loft  their  lives ;  the  major-generals  Palavicini 
and  Mezieres  were  taken,   together  with  the  mar- 
quifles  deBar,  de  Nonant,  and  de  la  Baume,  fon  of 
the  marechal  de  Tallard,  monfieur  de  Montmo- 
rency,  nephew  to  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh  ;  and 
many  other  perfons  of  diftinction.     The  lofs  of  the 
allies  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand  men,  including 
prince  Lewis  of  Hefle   and  Mr.  Bentinck,  who 
were  flain  in  the  engagement.     The  French  gene- 
rals  retired  with  precipitation  to  BrufTels,  while 
the  allies  took  pofTeffion  of  Louvaine,  and  next 
day  encamped  at  Bethlem.    The  battle  of  Ramillies 
was  attended  with  the  immediate  conqueft  of  all 
Brabant.     The  cities  of  Louvaine,  Mechlin,  Bruf- 
fels,  Antwerp,  Ghent,  and  Bruges,  fubmitted  with- 
out refiflance,    and  acknowledged  king  Charles. 
Oftend,  though  fecured  hy  a  ftrong  garrifon,  was 
furrendered  alter    a  fiege  of  ten  days.      Menin, 
efteemed  the    moft  finifhed    fortification   in   the 
Netherlands,  and  guarded  by  fix  thoufand  men, 
met  with  the  fame  fate.     The  garrifon  of  Dender- 
-    monde  fin-rendered  themfelves   prifoners  of  war ; 
and  Aeth  fubmitted  on  the  fame  conditions.     The 
French  troops  were  difpirited.     The  city  of  Paris 
was  overwhelmed  with  confirmation  :  Lewis  affec- 
ted to   bear  his   misfortunes   with  calmnefs  and 
compofure  :  but,  the  conftraint  had  fuch  an  effect 

upon 
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upon  his  conftitution,  that  his  phyficians  thought  A%  c>  I?c6' 
it  necefTary  to  prefcribe  frequent  bleeding,  which 
he  accordingly  underwent.     At  his  court  no  men- 
tion was  made  of  military  tranfactions  :    all   was 
folemn,  filent,  and  referred, 

Had  the  iffue  of  the  campaign  in  Catalonia  been  The  fiege  of 
fuch  as  the  beginning  teemed  to  prognofticate,  the  raife^by^he 
French  king  might  have  in  fome  meafure  conibled  Ensii<h  fleet, 
himfelf  for  his  ciifgraces  in  the  Netherlands.  On 
the  fixth  day  of  April  king  Philip,  at  the  head  of 
a  numerous  army,  undertook  the  fiege  of  Bar- 
celona, while  the  count  de  Thouloufe  blocked  it 
up  with  a  powerful  fquadron.  The  inhabitants, 
animated  by  the  prefence  of  king  Charles,  made  a 
vigorous  defence  ;  and  the  garrilbn  was  reinforced 
with  fome  troops  from  Gironne  and  other  places. 
But,  after  the  fort  of  Montjuic  was  taken,  the 
place  was  fo  hard  prefied,  that  Charles  ran  the 
utmoft  rifque  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my; for,  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had 
marched  from  Valencia  with  two  thoufand  men, 
found  it  impracticable  to  enter  the  city.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  maintained  his  poft  upon  the  hills  •,  and 
with  furprifing  courage  and  activity  kept  the  ber 
fiegers  in  continual  alarm.  At  length,  Sir  John 
Leake  failed  from  Lifbon  with  thirty  {hips  of  the 
line  ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  arrived  in  fight 
of  Barcelona.  The  French  admiral  no  fooner  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  his  approach,  than  he  fet  fail 
for  Toulon.  In  three  days  after  his  departure 
king  Philip  abandoned  the  fiege,  and  retired  in 

treat  diforder,  leaving  behind  his  tents,  with  the 
ck  and  wounded.      On  the  fide  of  Portugal  the 
duke  of  Berwick  was  left  with  fuch  an  inconfidtr- 
able   force  as  proved   intufikient   to  defend   the 
frontiers.     The  earl  of  Galway,  with  an  army  of 
twenty  thouland   men,    undertook   the   fiege   of 
Alcantara  j  and,  in  three  days  the  garrilbn,  con- 
E  e  2  fifciii 
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A.C.  1706.  fifting  of  four  thoufand  men,  were  made  prifoners 
of  war.     Then  'he  marched  to  Placentia,   and  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaras ;  but  the 
Portuguefe  would  penetrate  no  farther  until  they 
fhould  know  the  fate  of  Barcelona.      When  they 
underftood  the  fiege  was  raifed,  they  confented  to 
proceed  to  Madrid.     Philip,  guefiing  their  inten- 
tion, pofted  to  that   capital,  and  fent  his  queen 
with  all  his  valuable  effects,  to  Burgos,  whither  he 
followed  her  in  perfon,  after  having  deftroyed  every 
thing  that  he  could  not  carry  away.     About  the 
latter  end  of  June  the  earl  of  Galway  entered  the 
city  without  rdiflance  -,  but,   the  Spaniards  were 
extremely  mortified  to  fee  an  army  of  Portuguefe, 
headed  by  an  heretic,  in  poifeffion  of  their  capital. 
King  Charles  loitered  away  his  time  in  Barcelona, 
until  his  competitor   recovered  his  fpirits,  and  re- 
ceived fuch  reinforcements  as  enabled  him  to  re- 
turn to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to  that  com- 
manded   by  the   earl  of  Galway.     This  general 
made  a  motion  towards  Arragon,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate his  conjunction  with  Charles,  who  had  fet  out 
by  the  way  of  SaragofTa,  where  he  was  acknow- 
ledged as'lbyereign  of  Arragon  and  Valencia.     In 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  he  arrived  at  the  Portu- 
guefe camp,  with  a  fmall  reinforcement  -,  and,  in 
a  few  days  was  followed  by  the   earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough,   at   the   head  of  five  hundred  dragoons. 
The  two  armies  were  now  pretty  equal  in  point  of 
number  •,  but,  as  each  expected  further  reinforce- 
ments, neither  chofe  to  hazard   an  engagement. 
The  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  aipired  to  the  chief 
command,  and  hated  the  prince  of  Lichtenftein, 
who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  king  Charles,  re- 
tired in  difgiut;  and,  embarking  on   board  of  an 
Engliih  fhip  of  war,  fet  fail  for  Genoa.     The  Eng- 
lifli  deet  continued  all  the  fummer  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean :  they  fecured  Carthagena,  which  had  de- 
clared 
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dared  for  Charles  :  they  took  the  town  of  Alicant(A<  c-  J7oS- 
by  affault,  and  the  caftle  by  capitulation.  Then' 
failing  out  of  the  Streights,  one  fquadron  was  de- 
tached to  the  Weft-Indies,  another  ordered  to  lie 
at  Lifoon,  and  the  reft  were  fent  home  to  Eng-' 
Jand. 

Fortune  was  not  more  propitious  to  the  French  g-"""^, 
in  Italy  than  in  Flanders.  The  duke  of  Vendoroe  a  complete 
having  been  called  to  afiume  the  command  in  Flan-  ^FrendT 
ders  after  tht?  battle  of  Ramillies,  the  duke  of  Or-  at  Turin, 
leans  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Pied- 
mont, under  .  the  tutorage  and  direction  of  the 
marechai  de  Marfm.  They  were  ordered  to  be- 
fiege  Turin,  which  was  accordingly  invefted  in  the 
month  of  May-,  and,  the  operations  carried  on  till 
the  beginning  of  September.  Great  preparations 
had  been  made  for  this  fiege.  It  was  net  under- 
taken until  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  rejected  all  the 
offers  of  the  French  monarch,  which  were  fufficient 
to  have  maken  a  prince  of  kfs  courage  and  forti- 
tude. The  duke  de  la  Fcuiilade  having  finimed 
the  lines  .of  circumvallation  and  contravallation, 
fent  his  quarter-mailer  general  with  a  trumpet,  to 
offer  paffports  and  a  guard  for  the  removal  of  the 
dutchefs  and  her  children.  The  duke  of  Savoy  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  intend  to  remove  his  family  ; 
and  that  the  marechai  might  begin  to  execute  his 
mailer's  orders  whenever  he  mould  think  fit :  but, 
when  the  fitfge  began  with  uncommon  fury,  and 
the  Frencrh  fired  red-hot  bails  into  the  place, 
the  two  cUitcheffes,  with  the  young  prince  and 
princefics,  quitted  Turin,  and  retired  to  Quierafco, 
from  whence  they  were  conducted  through  many 
dangers  into  the  territories  of  Genoa.  The  duke 
himielf  forfook  his  capital,  in  order  to  pun  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  -,  and,  was  purfued  from 
place  to  place  by  five  and  forty  fquadrons,  under 
the  command  of  the  count  D'Aubeterre.  Not- 
Ee  3  withstanding 
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/i.e.  i:o5.  withftanding  the  very  noble  defence  which  was 
made  by  the  garri  Ton  of  Turin,  who  defl.royed  four- 
teen thoufand  of  the  enemy  during  the  courfe  of 
the  fiege,  the  defences  were  almott  ruined,  their 
ammunition  began  to  fail,  and  they  had  no  pro- 
fpect  of  relief  but  from  prince  Eugene,  who  had 
numberlefs  difficulties  to  encounter  before  he  could 
march  to  their  affiftance.  The  duke  of  Vcndome, 
before  he  left  Italy,  had  fecured  all  the  fords  of  the 
Adige,  the  Mincio,  and  the  Oglio,  and  formed 
iuch  lines  and  intrenchments  as  he  imagined  would 
effectually  hinder  the  Imperial  general  from  r.rriv- 
ing  in  time  to  relieve  the  city  of  Turin.  But:  the 
prince  furmounted  all  oppofition,  pafTed  four  great 
rivers  in  defpite  of  the  enemy  ;  and  reached  the 
neighbourhood  of  Turin  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
Augiift.  There  being  joined  by  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy, he  pafied  the  Po. between  Montcalier  and  Ca- 
vignan.  On  the  fifth  day  of  September  they  took 
a  convoy  of  eight  hundred  loaded  mules  :  next  day 
they  pafied  the  Doria,  and  encamped  with  the  right 
on  the  bank  of  that  river  before  PianeJTa,  and  the 
left  on  the  Stura  before  the  Veneria.  The  enemy 
were  intrenched,  having  the  Stura  on  their  right,  the 
Doriaon  the  left,  and  the  conventof  capuchins,  called 
Notre  Dame  de  laCampagne,  in  their  center.  When 
prince  Eugene  approached  Turin,  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans propcfed  to  march  out  of  the  intrenchments, 
and  give  him  battle;  and  this  propofal  was  feconded 
by  all  the  general  officers,  except  Marfin,  who, 
finding  the  duke  determined,  produced  an  order 
from  the  French  king,  commanding  the  duke  to 
follow  the  marechal's  advice.  The  court  of  Ver- 
failles  was  now  become  afraid  of  hazarding  an  en- 
gagement againft  thofe  who  had  fo  often  defeated 
their  armies  ;  and  this  officer  had  private  imlruc- 
tions  to  keep  within  the  trenches.  On  the  feventh 
day  of  September  the  confederates  marched  up  to 

the 
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the  intrenchments  of  the  French,  in  eight  columns,  A  c  »:«•• 
through  a  terrible  fire  from  forty  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  were  formed  in  order  of  battle  within  half-can- 
non fhot  of  the  enemy.  Then  they  advanced  to 
the  attack  with  furprifing  refolution,  and  met  with 
fuch  a  warm  reception  as  leemed  to  ftop  their  pro- 
grefs.  Prince  Eugene  perceiving  this  check-,  drew 
his  fword,  ?.nd  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
battalions  on  the  left,  forced  the  intrenchments  at 
the  firft  charge.  The  duke  of  Savoy  met  with  the 
lame  fuccc-ls  in  the  center,  and  on  the  right  near 
Lufcingo.  The  horfe  advanced  through  the  inter- 
vals of  the  foot,  left  for  that  purpofe  •,  and  break- 
ing in  with  vaft  impetuofity,  completed  the  ronfu- 
fion  of  the  enemy,  who  were  defeated  on  all  hands, 
and  retired  with  precipitation  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  Po,  while  the  duke  of  Savoy  entered  his  capi- 
tal in  triumph.  The  duke  of  Orleans  exhibited  re- 
peated proofs  of  the  mod  intrepid  courage  ;  and  re- 
ceived feveral  wounds  in  the  engagement.  Mare- 
chal  de  Marfin  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors, 
his  thigh  being  mattered  with  a  ball,  and  died  in  a 
few  hours  after  the  amputation.  Of  the  French 
army  about  five  thoufand  men  were  (lain  on  the 
field  of  battle  :  a  great  number  of  officers,  and  up- 
wards of  {even  thoufand  men  were  taken,  together 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pieces  of  cannon, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  mortars,  an  incredible 
quantity  of  ammunition,  all  the  tents  and  baggage, 
five  thoufand  beafts  of  burthen,  ten  thoufand  horles 
belonging  to  thirteen  regiments  of  dragoons,  and 
the  mules  of  the  commiflfary-general  fo  richly  laden, 
that  this  part  of  the  booty  alone  was  valued  at  three 
millions  of  livres.  The  lois  of  the  confederates  did 
not  exceed  three  thouland  men  killed  or  difabled  in 
the  action,  befides  about  the  fame  number  of  the 
garrifon  of  Turin,  which  had  fallen  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiege.  This  was  fuch  a  fatal  floke  to 
E  e  4  the 
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A.  c.  1706.  the  intereft  of  Lewis,  that  madame  de  Maintenon 
would  not  venture  to  make  him  fully  acquainted 
with  the  ftate  of  his  affairs.  He  was  told,  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans  had  raifed  the  fiege  of  Turin  at 
the  approach  of  prince  Eugene  •,  but  he  knew  not 
that  his  own  army  was  defeated  and  ruined.  The 
fpirits  of  the  French  were  a  little  comforted  in 
confequence  of  an  advantage  gained  about  this 
time,  by  the  count  de  Medavy-grancey,  who  com- 
manded a  body  of  troops  left  in  the  Mantuan  ter- 
ritories. He  furprized  the  prince  of  Heffe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cafliglione,  and  obliged  him  to 
retire  to  the  Adige  with  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand 
men ;  but  this  victory  was  attended  with  no  con- 
fequence in  their  favour.  The  duke  of  Orleans  re- 
treated into  Dauphine,  while  the  French  garrifons 
were  driven  out  of  every  place  they  occupied  in 
Piedmont  and  Italy,  except  Cremona,  Valenza,  and 
the  caftlc  of  Milan,  which  were  blocked  up  by  the 
confederates. 

^  shoyd'      Over  and  above  thefe  difafters  which  the  French 
fails  with  a  fuftained  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  they  were 
")T^"~    miferably  alarmed  by  the   project-  of  an  invafion 
cwies       from  Britain,  formed  by  the  marquis  de  Guifcard, 
Spain?*       who,  actuated  by  a  family  difguft,  had  abandoned 
his  country,   ancTbecome  apartifan  of  the  confede- 
rates.    He  was  declared    a  lieutenant-general  in 
the  emperor's   army,   and  came  over  to  London, 
after  having  fettled  a  correfpondence  with  the  mal- 
contents in  the  font  hern  parts  of  France.     He  in- 
finuated  himfelf  into  the  friendfliip  of  Henry  Sr. 
John,  fccretary  of  war,  and  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinction.     His  fcheme  of  invading  France  was   ap- 
proved by- the  Britim  miniitry  •,  and  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons 
deftined  for  that  fervice.     About  eleven  thoufand 
men  were  embarked  under  the  command  of  earl 
Rivers,  with   a  large  wain  of  artillery,    and  the 

com- 
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combined  fquadrons,  commanded  by  Sir  Cloude- A-C.  1706- 
fley  Shovel,  let  fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  Auguft.  Next  day  they  were  forced 
into  Torbay  by  contrary  winds  ;  and  there  they  held 
a  council  of  war  to  concert  their  operations,  when 
they  difcovered,  that  Guifcard's  plan  was  altoge- 
ther chimerical,  or  at  leaft  founded  upon  fuch 
flight  afiurances  and  conjectures,  as  could  not  juf- 
tify  their  proceeding  to  execution.  An  exprefs 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  the  admiralty,  with 
the  refult  of  this  council ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
letters  arrived  at  court  from  the  earl  of  Galway, 
after  his  retreat  from  Madrid  to  Valencia,  follicit- 
ing  fuccours  with  the  moft  earneil  intreaties.  The 
expedition  to  France  was  immediately  poftponed  v 
and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  ordered  to  make  the 
bed  of  his  way  for  Lifbon,  there  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  the  itate  of  the  war  in  Spain  fhould  render 
neceflary.  Guifcard  and  his  officers  being  fet  on 
more,  the  fleet  failed  with  the  firft  fair  wind,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  October  arrived  at  Lifbon. 
On  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  the  next  month  the 
king  of  Portugal  died,  and  his  eldeft  fon  and  fuc- 
ceffor  being  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  even 
more  than  his  father  influenced  by  aminiflry  which 
had  private  connections  with  the  court  of  Verfailles. 
Nevertheless,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  and  earl  Ri- 
vers, being  prerTed  by  letters  from  king  Charles 
and  the  earl  of  Galway,  failed  to  their  afliftance  in 
the  beginning  of  January;  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  arrived  at  Alicant,  from  whence  the  earl  of 
Rivers  proceeded  by  land  to  Valencia,  in  order  to 
affiil  at  a  general  council  of  war.  The  operations 
of  the  enfuing  campaign  being  concerted,  and  the 
army  joined  by  the  reinforcement  from  England, 
earl  Rivers  difliking  the  country,  returned  with  the 
aumiral  to  Lifbon. 

Poland 


426  HISTORYor  ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  J7o5.  Poland  was  at  length  delivered  from  the  prefence 
The  king  of  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  in  the  beginning  of 
s*"*d,en .  September  fnddenly  marched  through  Lufatia  into 

marches  into        r  At-          ,  ? 

Saxony  ;  and  in  a  little  time  layed  that  whole  elec- 
torate under  contribution.  Auguftus  being  thus 
cut  off  from  all  refource,  refolved  to  obtain  peace 
on  the  Swede's  own  terms,  and  engaged  in  a  fecret 
treaty  for  this  purpofe.  In  the  mean  time  the  Poles 
and  Mufcovites  attacked  the  Swedim  forces  at 
Kalifh  in  Great  Poland  ;  and  by  dint  of  number 
routed  them  with  great  (laughter.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  event,  Auguftus  ratified  the  treaty,  by 
which  he  acknowledged  Staniflaus  as  true  and  right- 
ful king  of  Poland,  referving  to  himfelf  no  more 
than  the  empty  title  of  fovereign.  The  confede- 
rates were  not  a  little  alarmed  to  find  Charles  in 
the  heart  of  Germany  •,  and  the  French  court  did 
not  fail  to  court  his  alliance  :  but  he  continued  on 
the  referve  againft  all  their  follicitations.  Then 
they  implored  his  mediation  for  a  peace ;  and  he 
anfwered,  that  he  would  interpole  his  good  offices, 
as  foon  as  he  fhould  know  they  would  be  agreeable 
to  the  powers  engaged  in  the  grand  alliance. 

ch  The  pride  of  Lewis  was  now  humbled  to  fuch  a 
-  degree  as  might  have  excited  the  companion  of  his 

f°r  enemies.  He  employed  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria  to 
write  letters  in  his  name  to  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rongh  and  the  deputies  of  the  ftates-general,  con- 
taining propofals  for  opening  a  congrels.  He 
had  already  tampered  with  the  Dutch,  in  a  memo- 
rial prefented  by  the  marquis  D'Allegre.  He  like- 
wife  befought  the  pope  to  interpofe  in  his  behalf. 
He  offered  to  cede  either  Spain  and  the  Weft-In- 
dies, or  Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily  to  king  Charles ; 
to  give  up  a  barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Nether- 
lands ;  and  to  indemnify  the  duke  of  Savoy  for  the 
ravages  that  had  been  committed  in  his  dominions. 

Though 
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Though  his  real  aim  was  peace,  yet  he  did  not  de-  *• c> 
ipair  of  being  able  to  excite  fuch  jealoufies  among 
the  confederates,  as  might  (hake  the  bafis  of  their 
union.  His  hope  was  not  altogether  difappointed. 
The  court  of  Vienna  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  the 
offers  he  had  made,  and  the  reports  circulated  by 
his  emiffaries,  that  the  emperor  refolved  to  make 
himfelf  mailer  of  Naples,  before  the  allies  mould 
have  it  in  their  power  to  clofe  with  the  propofals 
of  France.  This  was  the  true  motive  of  his  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  Lewis  in  the  fucceeding 
winter,  by  which  the  Milanefe  was  entirely  evacuat- 
ed, and  the  French  king  at  liberty  to  employ  thofc 
troops  in  making  ftrong  efforts  againft  the  con- 
federates in  Spain  and  the  Netherlands.  The 
Dutch  were  intoxicated  with  fuccefs,  and  their  pen- 
fionary  Heinfius  intirely  influenced  by  the  duke  of 
I^arlborough,  who  found  his  account  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  which  at  once  gratified  his  ava- 
rice and  ambition  ;  for  all  his  great  qualities  were 
obfcured  by  the  fordid  pafllon  of  accumulating 
wealth.  During  the  whole  war  the  allies  never  had 
fuch  an  opportunity  as  they  now  enjoyed,  to  bridle 
the  power  of  France  effectually,  and  fecure  the 
liberties  of  the  empire  -,  and  indeed,  if  their  real 
defign  was  to  eftablifh  an  equal  balance  between 
the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon,  it  could  not 
have  been  better  effected  than  by  dividing  the  Spa- 
nifh  monarchy  between  thefe  two  potentates.  The 
acceffion  of  Spain,  with  all  its  appendages,  to  either, 
would  have  deftroyed  the  equilibrium  which  the 
allies  propofed  to  eftablilh.  But,  other  motives 
contributed  to  a  continuation  of  the  war.  The 
powers  of  the  confederacy  were  fired  with  the  am- 
bition of  making  conquefts  ;  and  England  in  par- 
ticular thought  herfelf  intitled  to  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  immenfefums  me  had  expended.  Ani- 
mated by  thefe  concurring  confiderations,  queen 
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A.  c,  1706.  Anne  an^.  the  ftates-general  rejected  the  offers  of 
France  j  and  declared,  that  they  would  not  enter 
into  any  negotiation  for  peace,  except  in  concert 

..CD-          with  their  allies. 

riLMscogttCi/b      Tne   Tories   of  England    began   to   meditate 

parliament,  fchemes  of  oppofition  againft  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough.  They  looked  upon  him  as  a  felfifh  noble- 
man, who  facrificed  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in 
protracting  a  ruinous  war  for  his  own  private  ad- 
vantage. Theyfaw  their  country  oppreiTed  with 
an  increafmg  load  of  taxes,  which  they  apprehend- 
ed would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable  bur- 
den ;  and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period 
fuch  terms  might  be  obtained  as  would  fully  an- 
fwer  the  great  purpofe  of  the  confederacy.  This, 
indeed,  was  the  prevailing  opinion  among  all  the 
fenfible  people  of  the  nation,  who  were  not  parti- 
cularly interefted  in  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
either  by  being  connected  with  the  general,  or  in 
fome  fhape  employed  in  the  management  of  the 
finances.  The  Tories  were  likewife  inftigated  by 
a  party-fpirit  againft  Marlborough,  who,  by  means 
of  his  wife,  was  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  queen's 
confidence,  and  openly  patronized  the  Whig  fac- 
tion. But,  the  attention  of  people  in  general  \vas 
now  turned  upon  the  Scottim  parliament,  which 
took  into  confideration  the  treaty  of  union  lately 
concluded  between  the  commiffioners  of  both  king- 
doms. On  the  third  day  of  October  the  duke  of 
Queenfberry,  as  high  comrniflioner,  produced  the: 
queen's  letter,  in  which  fhe  expreffed  her  hope, 
that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  would  be  acceptable  to 
her  parliament  of  Scotland.  She  faid,  an  intire  and 
perfect  union  would  be  the  folid  foundation  of  a 
lading  peace  :  it  would  fecure  their  religion,  liber- 
ty, and  property,  remove  the  animofities  that  pre- 
vailed among  themfelves,  and  the  jcaloufies  that 
fubfifted  between  the  two  nations.  It  would  in- 
2  creafe 
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creafe  their  ftrength,  riches,  and  commerce  :  the  A-c-  '7<>6. 
whole  ifland  would  be  joined  in  affection,  and  free 
from  all  apprehenfion  of  different  interefts :  it  would 
be  enabled  to  reiift  all  .its  enemies,  fupport  the  pro- 
teftant  intereft 'every  where,  and  maintain  the  li- 
berties of  Europe.  She  renewed  her  afiurance  of 
maintaining  the  government  of  their  church  -,  and 
told  them,  that  now  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
taking  fuch  Heps  as  might  be  necefifary  for  its  fe- 
curity  after  the  union.  She  demanded  the  necef- 
fary  fupplies.  She  obferved,  that  the  great  fuc- 
cefs  with  which  God  Almighty  had  blefied  her 
arms,  afforded  the  nearer  profpect  of  a  happy  peace, 
with  which  they  would  enjoy  the  full  advantages  of 
this  union  ;  that  they  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  but 
the  parliament  of  England  would  do  all  that  mould 
be  neceffary  on  their  part,  to  confirm  the  union  •, 
and  fne  recommended  calmnefs  and  unanimity  in 
deliberating  on  this  great  and  weighty  affair,  of 
fuch  coniequence  to  the  whole  ifiand  of  Great- 
Britain. 

Hitherto  the  articles  of  the  union  had  been  in-  J^JS  to" 
duftrioufly  concealed  from  the  know  ledge  of  the  the  union, 
people  :  but,  the  treaty  being  recited  in  parlia- 
ment, and  the  particulars  divulged,  fuch  a  flame  was 
kindled  thro'  the  whole  nation,  as  had  not  appeared  , 
fince  the  reftoration.  The  Cavaliers  or  Jacobites 
had  always  forcieen,  that  this  union  would  extin- 
guifh  all  their  hopes  of  a  revolution  in  .favour  of  a 
pretender.  The  nobility  found  themfelves  degrad- 
ed in  point  of  dignity  and  influence,  by  being  ex- 
cluded from  their  feats  in  parliament.  The  trading 
part  of  the  nation  beheld  their  commerce  faddbd 
with  heavy  duri-.^  and  rcftrictions,  and  confidtred 
the  privilege  of  trading  to  the  Englifti  plantation's 
as  a  precarious  anJ  uncertain  profpect  o:  advan- 
tage. The  barons  or  gentleman  were  exufperated 
it  a  coalition,  by  \vhich  their  parliament  WAS  anni- 
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A.  c.  j7os.  hilated,  and  their  credit  deftroyed.  The  people  in 
general  exclaimed,  that  the  dignity  of  their  crown 
was  betrayed  :  that  the  independency  of  their  na- 
tion had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  treachery  and  corrup- 
tion :  that  whatever  conditions  might  be  fpecioufly 
offered,  they  could  not  expect  they  would  be  ob- 
ierved  by  a  parliament  in  which  the  Englifh  had 
fuch  a  majority.  They  exaggerated  the  dangers  to 
which  the  conftitution  of  their  church  would  be 
expofed  from  a  bench  of  bifhops,  and  a  parliament 
of  episcopalians.  This  confideration  alarmed  the 
prefbyterian  minifters  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
employed  all, their  power  and  credit  in  waking  the 
refentment  of  their  hearers  againft  the  treaty,  which 
produced  an  univerfal  ferment  among  all  ranks  of 
people.  Even  the  mod  rigid  puritans  joined  the 
cavaliers  in  expreffing  their  deteftation  of  the  union ; 
and,  laying  afide  their  mutual  animofities,  promiled 
toco-operate  in  oppofing  a  mealure  fo  ignominious 
and  prejudicial  to  their  country.  In  parliament  the 
oppofition  was  headed  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton 
and  Athol,  and  the  marquis  of  Annandale.  The 
firft  of  thefe  noblemen  had  wavered  fo  much  in  his 
conduct,  that  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  his  real  poli- 
tical principles.  He  was  generally  fuppofed  to  fa- 
vour the  claim  of  the  pretender  -,  but  he  was  afraid 
of  embarking  too  far  in  his  caufe,  and  avoided  vio- 
lent meafures  in  the  difcuffion  of  this  treaty,  left  he 
fhould  incur  the  refentment  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment, and  forfeit  the  eftate  he  pofifefied  in  that 
kingdom.  Athol  was  more  forward  in  his  profef- 
fions  of  attachment  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain's ; 
but,  he  had  lefs  ability,  and  his  zeal  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  inflamed  by  refentment  againft  the 
miniftry.  The  debates  upon  the  different  articles 
of  the  treaty  were  carried  on  with  great  heat  and 
vivacity  •,  and  many  fhrewd  arguments  were  ufed 
againft  this  fcheme  of  an  incorporating  union.  One 

member 
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member  affirmed,  that  it  would  furnifh  a  handle  A-  c.  1706. 
to  any  afpiring  prince  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of 
all  Britain  •,  for,  if  the  parliament  of  Scotland  could 
alter,  or  rather  fubvert  its  conftitution,  this  cir- 
cumftance  might  be  a  precedent  for  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great- Britain  to  affume  the  fame  power  : 
that  the  reprefentatives  for  Scotland  would,  from 
their  poverty,  depend  upon  thofe  who  pofleffed  the 
means  of  corruption ;  and,  having  exprefled  fo 
little  concern  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  conftitu- 
tion, would  pay  very  little  regard  to  that  of  any 
other.  "  What !  (laid  the  duke  of  Hamilton) 
"  mail  we  in  half  an  hour  give  up  what  our  fore- 
"  fathers  maintained  with  their  lives  and  fortunes 
"  for  many  ages  ?  Are  here  none  of  the  defcen- 
"  dants  of  thofe  worthy  patriots,  who  defended 
"  the  liberty  of  their  country  againft  all  invaders  ; 
"  who  aflifted  the  great  king  Robert  Bruce  to 
"  reftore  the  conftitution,  and  revenge  the  falfhood 
"  of  England  and  ufurpation  of  Baliol  ?  Where  are 
"  the  Douglafies  and  Campbells  ?  Where  are  the 
"  peers,  where  are  the  barons,  once  the  bulwark 
"  of  the  nation  ?  Shall  we  yield  up  the  fovereignty 
"  and  independency  of  our  country,  when  we  are 
"  commanded  by  thofe  we  reprefent,  to  preferve 
"  the  fame,  and  afiured  of  their  affiftance  to  fup- 
"  port  us.'*  The  duke  of  Athol  protefted  againft 
an  incorporating  union,  as  contrary  to  the  honour, 
intereft,  fundamental  laws,  and  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  the  birthright  of  the  peers, 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  barons  and  bo- 
roughs, and  to  the  claim  of  right,  property,  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjecls.  To  this  proteft  nineteen 
peers  and  forty -fix  commoners  adhered.  The  earl 
marechal  entered  a  proteft,  importing,  that  no 
perfon  being  fucceflbr  to  the  crown  of  England 
fliould  inherit  that  of  Scotland,  without  filch  pre- 
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A.,C.  1-06.  vious  limitations  as  might  fecure  the  honour  and 
fovereignty  of  the  Scottim  crown  and  kingdom, 
the  frequency  and  power  of  parliament,  the  reli- 
gion, liberty,  and  trade  of  the  nation,  from  Eng- 
liih  or  any  foreign  influence.  He  was  fcconded  by 
fix  and  forty  members.  With  regard  to  the  third 
article  of  the  union,  ftipulating,  that  both  king- 
doms mould  be  reprefented  by  one  and  the  lame 
parliament,  the  country-party  obferved,  that  by 
affenting  to  this  expedient,  they  did  in  effect  fink 
their  own  conftitution,  while  that  of  England  un- 
derwent no  alteration  :  that  in  all  nations  there 
are  fundamentals  which  no  power  whatever  can 
alter  :  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliament 
being  one  of  thefe  fundamentals  among  the  Scots, 
no  parliament,  or  any  other  power  could  ever 
legally  prohibit  th^  meeting  of  parliaments,  or  de- 
prive any  of  the  three  eftates  of  its  right  of  fitting 
or  voting  in  parliament,  or  give  up  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  parliament :  but,  that  by  this  treaty 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  was  intirely  abrogated, 
its  rights  and  privileges  facrinced,  and  thofe  of  the 
Englim  parliament  mbftituted  in  their  place.  They 
argued,  that  though  the  legiflative  power  in  par- 
liament was  regulated  and  determined  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voices  i  yet  the  giving  up  the  conftitution, 
with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  was 
not  fubject  to  fuffrage,  being  founded  on  dominion 
and  property  :  and  therefore  could  not  be  legally 
furrendered  without  theconfent  of  every  perfcn  v.ho 
had  a  right  to  elect,  and  be  reprefented  in  parliament. 
They  affirmed,  that  the  obligation  layed  on  the 
Scottim  members  to  refide  fo  long  in  London,  in 
attendance  on  the  Britim  parliament,  would  drain 
Scotland  of  all  its  money,  impoverim  the  members, 
and  fubject  them  to  the  temptation  of  being  cor- 
rupted. Another  proteft  was  entered  by  the  mar- 
quis 
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quis  of  Annandale  againft  an  incorporating  union,  A<  c- 1"°6. 
as  being  odious  to  the  people,  fubverfiVe  of  the 
conftitution,  fovereignty,  and  claim  of. right,  and 
threatening  ruin  to  the  church  as  by  law  eftablifh- 
ed.  Fifty-two  members  joined  in  this  protefta- 
tion.  Almoft  every  article  produced  the  mod  in- 
flammatory difputes.  The  lord  Belhaven  enume- 
rated the  mifchiefs  which  would  attend  the  union, 
in  a  pathetic  fpeech  that  drew  tears  from  the  au- 
dience, and  is  at  this  day  looked  upon  as  a  pro- 
phecy by  great  part  of  the  Scottifh  nation.  Ad-, 
drefies  againft  the  treaty  were  prefented  to  parlia- 
ment by  the  convention  of  boroughs,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  general  affembly,  the  company  trad- 
ing to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  as  well  as  from  feve- 
ral  mires,  ftewartries,  boroughs,  towns,  and  pa- 
rimes,  in  all  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
without  distinction  of  Whig  or  Tory,  epifcopalian 
or  prefbyterian.  The  earl  of  Buchan  for  the 
peers,  Lockhart  of  Carnwath  for  the  barons,  Sir 
Walter  Stuart  in  behalf  of  the  peers,  barons,  and 
boroughs ;  the  earls  of  Errol  and  Mareichal  for 
themfelves,  as  high-conftable  and  earl-marfhal  of 
the  kingdom,  propefted  feverally  againft  the  treaty 
of  union. 

While  this  oppofition  raged  within  doors,  the™ej^s, 
refentment  of  the  people  roie  to  tranfports  of  fury  averfe  to  the 
and    revenge.      The    more    rigid    prefbyterians, treaty' 
known  by  the  name  of  Cameronians,  chofe  officers, 
formed  themfelves  into  regiments,  provided  horfes, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  and  marching  to  Dumfries, 
burned  the  articles  of  the  union  at  the  market- 
crofs,  juftifying  their  conduct  in  a  public  declara- 
tion.    They  made  a  tender  of  their  attachment  to 
duke  Hamilton,  from  whom  they  received  encou- 
ragement in  fecret.     They  reconciled  themfelves 
to  the  epifcopalians  and  the  cavaliers.  They  refolv- 
t* d  'to  take  the   route  to  Edinburgh,   and  diflblve 
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A.  0.1706.  the  parliament;  while  the  duke  of  Athol  under- 
took to  fecure  the  pafs  of  Stirling  with  his  High- 
landers, fo  as  to  open  the  communication  between 
the  weftern  and  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Seven  or  eight  thoufand  men  were  actually  ready 
to  appear  in  arms  at  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and 
march  directly  to  Edinburgh  under  the  duke's  com- 
mand ;  when  that  nobleman  altered  his  opinion, 
and  difpatched  private  couriers  through  the  whole 
country,  requiring  the  people  to  defer  their  meet- 
ing till  further  directions.  The  more  languine  ca- 
valiers accufed  his  grace  of  treachery  y  but,  in  all 
likelihood  he  was  actuated  by  prudential  mo- 
tives. He  alledged,  in  his  own  excnfe,  that  the 
nation  was  not  in  a  condition  to  carry  on 
fuch  an  enterprize,  efpe daily  as  the  Englifh  had 
already  detached  troops  to  the  border,  and  might 
in  a  few  days  waft  over  a  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment from  Holland.  During  this  commotion 
among  the  Cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glafgow  were  filled  with  tumults.  Sir  Patrick 
Johnfton  provoft  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  one 
of  the  commiflioners  for  the  union,  was  befieged 
in  his  own  houfe  by  the  populace,  and  would  have 
been  torn  in  pieces,  had  not  the  guards  diiperfed 
the  multitude.  The  privy- council  iffued  a  procla- 
mation againft  riots,  commanding  all  perfons  to  re- 
tire from  the  ilreets  whenever  the  drum  mould 
beat ;  ordering  the  guards  to  fire  upon  thofe  who 
mould  difobey  this  command,  and  indemnifying 
them  from  all  profecution  for  maiming  or  flaying  the 
lieges.  Thefe  guards  were  placed  all  round  thehonfe 
in  which  the  peers  and  commons  were  aflembled, 
and  the  council  received  the  thanks  of  the  parlia- 
ment for  having  thus  provided  for  their  fafety.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  precautions  of  the  government, 
the  commifiioner  was  conftantly  fainted  with  the 
curfes  and  imprecations  of  the  people  as  he  pafied 
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along:  his  guards  were  pelted;   and  fome  of  his*-  c-  »7<»s. 
attendants  wounded  with  {tones  as  they  fat  by  him 
in  the  coach,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  through 
the  ftreets  at  full  gallop. 

Againft  all  this  national  fury,  the  dukes  of  jJ^JJ  fi 
Queen  (berry  and  Argyle,  the  earls  of  Montrofe,  «mfirm  a  in 
Seafteld,  and  Stair,  and  the  other  noblemen-  at-  ^elrt.pailia* 
tached  to  the  union,  acted  with  equal  prudence  and 
refolution.  They  argued  flrenuoufly  againfl  the 
objections  that  were  tfarted  in  the  houfe.  They 
magnified  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the 
kingdom  from  the  privilege  of  trading  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  plantations,  and  being  protected  in  their  com- 
merce by  a  powerful  navy ;  as  well  as  from  the 
txclufion  of  a  popifh  pretender,  who  they  knew 
was  odious  to  the  nation  in  general.  They  found 
means,  partly  by  their  promiies,  and  partly  by 
corruption,  to  bring  over  the  earls  of  Roxburgh 
and  Marchmont,  with  the  whole  fquadrone,  who 
had  hitherto  been  unpropitious  to  the  court.  They 
difarmed  the  refentment  of  the  clergy,  by  promot- 
ing an  act  to  be  inferted  in  the  union,  declaring  the 
prefbyterian  difcipline  to  be  the  only  government 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  unalterable  in  all  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  and  a  fundamental  article  of  the 
treaty.  They  foothed  the  African  company  with 
the  profpe<5t  of  being  iudemnified  for  the  lofles 
they  had  fuftained.  They  amufed  individuals  with 
the  hope  of  Iharing  the  reft  of  the  equivalent. 
They  employed  emifTaries  to  allay  the  ferment 
among  the  Cameronians,  and  difunite  them  from 
the  cavaliers,  by  canting,  praying,  and  dcmonf- 
tratingthe  abfurdity,  fmfulnefs,  and  danger  of  liich 
a  coalition.  Thefe  remonftrances  were  reinforced 
by  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which  the 
queen  privately  lent  to  the  Scottifh  treafury,  and 
which  was  npw  diftributed  by  the  miniftry  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of 
F  f  2  the 
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A.  c.  1706.  t]ie  treaty.  By  thefe  practices  they  diminimed, 
though  they  could  not  filence,  the  clamour  of  the 
people,  and  obtained  a  confiderable  majority  in 
parliament,  which  outvoted  all  oppofition.  Not 
but  that  the  duke  of  Queenfberry  at  one  time  de- 
fpaired  of  iucceeding,  and  being  in  continual  ap- 
prehenfion  for  his  life,  exprefied  a  defire  of  ad- 
journing the  parliament,  till  by  time  and  good 
management  he  mould  be  able  t6  remove  thofe 
difficulties  that  then  feemed  to  be  unfurmountable. 
But  the  lord-treafurerGodolphin,  who  forefaw  that 
the  meafure  would  be  intirely  loft  by  delay,  and  was 
no  judge  of  the  difficulties,  infiftedupon  his  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  at  this  period  that  he  remitted  the 
money,  and  gave  directions  for  having  forces  ready 
at  a  call  both  in  England  and  Ireland.  At  length 
the  Scottilh  parliament  approved  and  ratified  all 
the  articles  of  the  union,  with  fome  fmall  variation. 
Then  they  prepared  an  act  for  regulating  the  elec- 
tion of  the  lixteen  peers  and  forty-five  commoners 
to  reprefent  Scotland  in  the  Britim  parliament. 
This  being  touched  with  the  fceptre,  the  three  ef- 
tates  proceeded  to  elect  their  reprefentatives.  The 
remaining  part  of  the  fefiion  was  employed  in 
making  regulations  concerning  the  coin,  in  exa- 
mining the  accounts  of  their  African  company,  and 
providing  for  the  due  application  of  the  equivalent, 
which  was  fcandaloufly  mifapplied.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March  the  commiflioner  adjourned 
the  parliament,  after  having  in  a  fhort  fpeech  taken 
notice  of  the  honour,  they  had  acquired  in  con- 
cluding an  affair  of  fuch  importance  to  their  coun- 
try. Having  thus  accomplimed  the  great  purpofe 
of  the  court,  he  fet  out  for  London,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  he  was  met  by  above  forty 
noblemen  in  their  qoaches,  and  about  four  hundred 
,  gentlemen  on  horfeback.  Next  day  he  waited  up- 

on the  queen  at  Kenfmgton,  from  whom  he  met 
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with  a  very  gracious  reception.  Perhaps  there  is 
not  another  inftance  upon  record  of  a  miniftry's 
having  carried  a  point  of  this  importance  againft 
fuch  a  violent  torrent  of  oppofition,  and  contrary 
to  the  general  fenfe  and  inclination  of  a  whole  ex- 
afperated  people.  The  Scots  were  perfnaded  that 
their  trade  would  be  deftroyed,  their  nation  op- 
prefTed,  and  their  country  ruined,  in  confequence 
of  the  union  with  England  j  and  indeed  their  opi- 
nion was  fupported  by  very  plaufible  arguments. 
The  majority  of  both  natrons  believed  that  the 
treaty  would  produce  violent  convulfions,  or  at 
beft  prove  ineffectual.  But  we  now  fee  it  has  been 
attended  with  none  of  the  calamities  that  were 
prognosticated;  that  it  quietly  took  effect,  and 
fully  anfwered  all  the  purpoles  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. Hence  we  may  learn,  that  many  great 
difficulties  are  furmounted,  becaufe  they  are  not 
feen  by  thofe  who  direct  the  operation  ;  and  that 
many  fchemes  which  theory  deems  impracticable, 
will  yet  fucceed  in  the  experiment. 

The  Englifh  parliament  aflembling  on  the  third  P 
day  of  December,  the  queen,  in  her  fpeech 
both  houfes,  congratulated  them  on  the  glorious men 
fuccefles  of  her  arms.  She  defired  the  commons 
would  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  might  enable  her  to 
improve  the  advantages  of  this  fuccefsful  campaign. 
She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of  union,  as  conclud- 
ed by  the  commiiTioners  of  both  kingdoms,  was  at 
that  time  under  the  confideration  of  the  Scottifh 
parliament ;  and  me  recommended  difpatch  in  the 
public  affairs,  that  both  friends  and  enemies  might 
be  convinced  of  the  firmnefs  and  vigour  of  their 
proceedings.  The  parliament  was  perfectly  well  dif- 
pofed  to  comply  with  all  her  majefty's  requefts. 
Warm  addreffes  were  prefented  by  both  houfes. 
Then  they  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the 
fupply,  and  having  examined  the  eftimates  in  lefs 
F  f  3  than 
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»7°6-than  a  week,  voted  near  fix  millions  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year.  N.everthelefs,  in  examining 
the  accounts,  Ibme  objections  arofe.  They  found 
that  the  extraordinary  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of 
king  Charles  of  Spain,  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  more  than  the  fums  provided  by 
parliament.  Some  members  argued  that  very  ill 
confequences  might  enfue,  if  a  miniftry  could  thus 
run  the  nation  in  debt,  and  expecl:  the  parliament 
Ihould  pay  the  money.  The  courtiers  anfwered, 
that  if  any  thing  had  been  raifed  without  neceflity, 
or  ill  applied,  it  was  reafonable  that  thofe  who  were 
in  fault  mould  be  punilhed  :  but,  as  this  expence 
was  incurred  to  improve  advantages  at  a  time  when 
the  occafion  could  not  be  communicated  to  par- 
liament, the  miniftry  was  rather  to  be  applauded 
for  their  zeal,  than  condemned  for  their  liberality. 
The  queftion  being  put,  the  majority  voted  that 
thofe  fums  had  been  expended  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  intereft  of  king 
Charles  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  for  the 
fafety  and  honour  of  the  nation.  When  the  fpea- 
ker  prefented  the  money  bills,  he  told  her,  that  as 
-the  glorious  victory  obtained  by  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  at  Ramillies  was  fought  before  it  could 
be  fuppofed  the  armies  were  in  the  field,  fo  it  was 
no  Id's  furprifing  that  the  commons  had  granted 
fupplies  to  her  majefty,  before  the  enemy  could  well 
know  that  the  parliament  was  fitting.  The  gene- 
ral was  again  honoured  with  the  thanks  of  both 
houfes.  The  lords,  in  an  addrefs,  betbught  the 
.queen  to  fettle  his  honours  on  his  pofterity.  An 
act  was  patted  for  this  purpofe  :  and,  in  purfuance 
of  another  addrefs  from  the  commons,  a  penfion  of 
five  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  poft  office  was  fet- 
tled upon  him  and  his  defcendants.  The  lords  and 
commons  having  adjourned  themfrlves  to  the  laft 
day  of  December,  the  queen  clofed  the  year  with 

triumphal 
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triumphal  procefllons.  As  the  ftandards  and  colours  A<  c»  '7<>6' 
taken  at  Blenheim  had  been  placed  in  Weftmin- 
flee-hall,  fo  now  thole  that  had  been  brought  from 
the  field  of  Ramillies  were  put  up  in  Guildhall,  as 
trophies  of  that  victory.  About  this  time,  the  earls 
of  Kent,  Lindfay,  and  Kingfton,  were  railed  to  the 
rank  of  marquifTes.  Tne  lords  Wharton,  Poulet, 
Godolphin,  Cholmondeley,  were  created  earls ; 
lord  Walden,  fon  and  heir  apparent  to  the  earl  of 
Suffolk,  obtained  the  title  of  earl  of  Bindon  ;  the 
lord- keeper  Cowper  and  Sir  Thomas  Pelham  were 
ennobled  as  barons. 

The  parliament  being  afiembled  after  their  fhort  Thecom- 
recefs,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  moved  for  an  ad-  ™™  oafp~hc 
drefs  to  the  queen,  defiring  her  majefty  would  or-  articles  of 
der  the  proceedings  of  the  commiffioners  for  the  the  umon' 
union,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Scottim  parliament 
on  the  faid  fubjecT:,  to  bs  laid  before  them.     He 
was  feconded  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  the 
earl  of  Rochefler ;    and  anfwered   by  the  earl  of 
Godolphin,  who  told  them  they  needed  not  doubt 
but  that  her  majefty  would  communicate  thofe  pro- 
ceedings, as  foon  as  the  Scottim  parliament  fhould 
have  difcufied  the  fubjec~t  of  the  union.     The  lords 
Wharton,  Somers,    and  Hallifax,  obferved,    that 
it  was  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  that  the  treaty 
of  union  mould  firft  come  ratified  from  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland  ;  and  that  then,  and  not  before, 
it  would  be  a  proper  time  for  the  lords  to  take  it 
into  confideration.     On  the  twenty-eighth-day  of 
January,  the  queen   in  perfon  told  both  houfes, 
that  the  treaty  of  union,  with  fome  additions  ancj 
alterations,  was  ratified  by  an  act  of  the  Scottim 
parliament :  that  me  had  ordered  it  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them,    and  hoped  it  would  meet  with  their 
concurrence   and   approbation.     She  defired   the 
commons  would  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
equivalent,  in  cafe  the  treaty  mould  be  approved. 

F  f  4  She 
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ACt/°6-She  obferved  to  both  houfes,  that  now  they  had 
an-  opportunity  of  putting  the  laft  hand  to  a  happy 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms  j  and  that  (he  fhould 
look  upon  it  as  a  particular  happinefs,  if  this  great 
work,  which  had  been  fo  often  attempted  without 
fuccefs,    could  be  brought   to  perfection  in   her 
reign      When   the   commons  formed  themfelves 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  deliberate 
on  the  articles  of  the  union,'  and  the  Scottim  aft  of 
ratification,  the  Tory  party,  which  was  very  weak 
in  that  affembly,  began  to  ftart  fome  objections. 
Sir  John  Packington  difapproved  of  this  incorpo- 
rating union,  which  he  likened  to  a  marriage  with 
a  woman  againft  her  confent.     He  faid  it  was  an 
xmion  carried  on  by  corruption  and  bribery  within 
doors,  by  force  and  violence  without :  that  the  pro- 
moters of  it  had  bafely  betrayed  their  truft,  in  giv- 
ing   up  their    independent  conftitution,    and   he 
would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  to 
confider  whether  or  no  men  of  fuch  principles  were 
fit  to  be  admitted  into  their  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 
He  oblerved,  that  her  majefty,  by  the  coronation- 
oath,  was  obliged  to  maintain  the  church  of  Eng- 
land as  by  law  eftablifhed,  and  likewife  bound  by 
the  fame  oath  to  defend  the  prefbyterian  kirk  of 
Scotland  in  one  and  the  fame  kingdom.    Now  (faid 
he)  after  this  union  is  in  force,  who  mail  adminifter 
this  oath  to  her  majefty  ?  It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Scots,  who  are  incapable  of  it,  and  no  well- 
wimers  to  the  church  of  England.     It  is  then  only 
the  part  of  the  bifhops  to  do  it  -,  and  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  thefe  reverend  perfons  will,  or  can  act  a 
thing  fo  contrary  to  their  own  order  and  inftitution, 
as  thus  to  promote  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prefby- 
terian church-government  in  the  united  kingdom. 
He  added,  that  the  church  of  England  being  ef- 
tablifhed  jure  divino,  and  the  Scots  pretending  that 
the  kirk  was  alfo  jure  divino,  he  could  not  tell  how 

two 
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two  nations  that  clafhed  in  fo  cffential  a  point  could  A- c-  '7°6< 
unite  :  he  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  confult 
the  convocation  about  this  critical  point.  A  motion 
was  made,  that  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty,  which 
implies  a  peremptory  agreement  to  an  incorporat- 
ing union  mould  be  poftponed  :  and  that  the  houfe 
mould  proceed  to  the  confederation  of  the  terms  of 
the  intended  union,  contained  in  the  other  articles. 
This  propofal  being  rejected,  fome  Tory  members 
quitted  the  houfe ;  and  all  the  articles  were  exa- 
mined and  approved  without  further  oppofition. 
The  Whigs  were  fo  eager  in  the  profecution  of  this 
point,  that  .they  proceeded  in  a  very  fuperficial 
manner,  and  in  fuch  precipitation  as  furnimed  their 
enemies  with  a  platifible  pretence  to  affirm  that 
they  had  not  confidered  the  treaty  with  the  coolnefs 
and  deliberation  which  an  affair  of  this  importance 
required. 

Before 'the  lords  began  to  inveftigate  the  articles  The  ior& 
of  the  union,  they,  at  the  inftance  of  the  archbifhop  f0arfsthaebfcU 
of  Canterbury,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  fecurity  curity  ot  the 
of  the   church   of  England,  to  be    inferted  as  a  f^f 
fundamental  and  eflential  part  of  that  treaty.     It  Arguments 
pafled  through  both  houfes   without  oppofition,  "hffaSf 
and  received  the  royal   afTent.     On  the  fifteenth  of  the  union, 
day  of  February,  the  debates  concerning  the  union 
began  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  queen  being  pre- 
fent,  and  the    bifhop  of  Sarum  chairman  of  the          » 
committee.      The  earls  of  Rochefter,  Anglefey, 
and  Nottingham,    argued  againft  the  union ;  as 
did  the  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.     Lord  Havrr- 
fham,  in  a  premeditated  harrangue,  faid '  the  quef- 
tion  was,   Whether  two   nations  independent  in 
their  fovereignties,  that  had  their  diftincl:  laws  and 
interefts,  their  different  forms  of  worfhip,  church- 
government,  and  order,  mould  be  united  into  one 
kingdom  ?  He  fuppofed  it  an  union   made  up  of 
fo  many  mifmatchcd  pieces,  of  fuch  jarring  incon- 
8  gruous 
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A.c.  1706.  gruous  ingredients,  that  mould  it, ever  take  effeft, 
it  would  carry  the  necefiary  confequences  of  a  Hand- 
ing power  and  force,  to  keep  them  from  falling 
aiunder  and  breaking  in   pieces    every  moment. 
He  repeated  what  had  been  faid  by  lord  Bacon, 
that  a  unity  pieced  up  by  direct  admiflion  of  con- 
trarieties in  the  fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like 
the  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  which  were 
made  of  iron  and  clay  :  they  may  cleave  together, 
but  would  never  incorporate.     He  dififented  from 
the  union  for  the  fake  of  the  good  old  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,    in  which   he   dreaded   fome   alteration 
from  the   additional  weight  of  fixty  one   Scottifh 
members,    and  thefe  too  returned   by  a  Scottim 
privy-council.     He  took  notice,  that  above  one 
hundred  Scottim  peers,  and  as  many  commons, 
were  excluded  from   fitting  and  voting  in  parlia- 
ment, though  they  had  as  much  right  of  inheri- 
tance to  lit  there,  as  any  Englifh  peer  had  of  fit- 
ting in  the  parliament  of  England.     He  exprefled 
his   apprehenfion  of  this  precedent  i    and  alked 
what  lecurity  any  peer  of  England  had  for  his  right 
and   privilege  of  peerage,  which  thole  lords  had 
not  ?  He  faid,  if  the  bifhops  would  weaken  their 
own  caufe,  fo  far  as  to  give  up  the  two  great  points 
of  epifcopal  ordination  and  confirmation  -,  if  they 
would  approve  and  ratify  the  act  for  iecuring  the 
prefbyterian   church-government  in  Scotland,   as 
the  true  proteftant  religion  and  purity  of  worlhip  ; 
they  mud  give  up  that  which  had  been  contended 
for  between  them  and  the  prefbyterians  for  thirty 
years,  and  been  defended  by  the  greateft  and  moft 
learned  men  in  the  church  of  England,     fie  objec- 
ted to  the  exempting  articles,  by  which  heritable 
offices  and  fuperionties  were  referved.     He  affirm- 
ed that  the  union  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
Scottifh  nation:  that  the  murmurs  of  the  people 
had  been  fo  loud  as  to  fill  the  \vhole  kingdom  j  and 

fo 
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Jo  bold  as  to  reach  even  to  the  doors  of  the  parlia-  A-  c.  '706. 
ment:  that  the  parliament  itfelf  had  fufpended 
their  beloved  claufe  in  the  aft  of  fecurity  for  arm- 
ing the  people :  that  the  government  had  iffued  a 
proclamation,  pardoning  all  (laughter,  bloodfhed, 
and  maiming,  committed  upon  thofe  who  fhovjld 
be  found  in  tumults.  From  thefe  circumftances  he 
concluded,  that  the  Scottifh  nation  was  averfe  to 
an  incorporating  union,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  moft  dangerous  experiments  to  both  na- 
tions. The  lord  North  and  Grey  complained  of 
the  fmall  and  unequal  proportion  of  the  land-tax 
impofed  upon  Scotland.  The  earl  of  Nottingham 
laid  it  was  highly  unreafonable  that  the  Scots,  who 
were  by  the  treaty  let  into  all  the  branches  of  the 
Englifh  trade,  and  payed  fo  little  towards  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  government,  mould  moreover  have 
iuch  a  round  lum  by  way  of  equivalent.  The  lame 
topics  were  infilled  upon  by  the  lords  North  and 
Grey,  Guernfey,  Granville,  Stowell,  and  Abing- 
/don.  The  earl  of  Nottingham,  after  having  op- 
pofed  every  article  feparately,  concluded  with  words 
to  this  effect,  "  As  Sir  John  Maynard  faid  to  the 
"  late  king  at  the  revolution,  -that  having  buried 
t{  all  his  cotemporaries  in  Weftminfter-hall,  he  was 
"  afraid,  if  his  majefty  had  not  come  in  that  very 
"  juncture  of  time,  he  might  have  likewife  out- 
*'  lived  the  very  laws  j  fo,  if  this  union  do  pafs,  as 
"  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  it  will,  I  may 
"  juitly  affirm  I  have  out-lived  all  the  laws,  and  the 
"  very  conftitution  of  England  ;  I  therefore  pray 
"  to  God  to  avert  the  dire  effects  which  may  pro- 
"  bably  enfue  from  luch  an  incorporating  union." 

Thefe  arguments  and  objections  were  anfwered  which, 
by  the  lord  treafurer  Godolphin,  the  earls  of  Sun-  ^3m_ 
derland  and  Wharton,  the  lords  Townfhend,  Hal-  ed  byaftrf 
lifax,  and   Somers,  the   bifhops  of  Oxford,   Nor-  pa 
wjch,  and  Sarum.     They  pbierved,  that  fucn  an 

important 
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A.  c.i 7o6.  important  meafure  could  not  be  effected  without 
fome  inconveniencies ;  but  that  thefe  ought  to  be 
borne  in  confideration  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  ad- 
vantage ;  that  the  chief  dangers  to  which  the 
church  was  expofed  arofe  from  France  and  popery  ; 
and  this  union  would  effectually  fecure  it  againft 
thefe  evils :  that  Scotland  lay  on  the  weakeft  fide 
of  England,  which  coiild  not  be  defended  but  by 
an  expenfive  army.  Should  a  war  break  out  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  Scotland  be  conquered, 
yet  even  in  that  cafe  it  would  be  neceffary  to  keep 
it  under  with  a  ftanding  army,  which  any  enterprif- 
ing  prince  might  model  for  his  ambitious  purpofes, 
and  joining  with  the  Scots,  enilave  his  Englifh  do- 
minions :  that  any  union  after  a  conqueft  would  be 
compulfive,  confequently  of  Ihott  duration ;  where- 
as now  it  was  voluntary  :  that  with  regard  to  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs,  all  heats  and  animofities  might 
be  allayed  by  foft  and  gentle  management.  The 
cantons  of  Switzerland,  though  they  profeffed  dif- 
ferent religions,  were  yet  united  in  one  general 
body  -,  and  the  diet  of  Germany  was  compofed  of 
princes  and  ftates,  among  whom  three  different 
perfuafions  prevailed  ;  fo  that  two  forts  of  difcipline 
might  very  well  fubfift  under  one  legislature.  If 
there  was  any  danger  on  either  fide,  it  threatened 
the  Scots  much  more  than  the  Englifh,  as  five 
hundred  and  thirteen  members  would  certainly  be 
too  hard  for  forty- five  ;  and  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
fix  and  twenty  bimops  would  always  preponderate 
againft  fixteen  peers  from  Scotland.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  oppofition  made  by  the  lords  of  the  Tory 
intereft,  every  article  was  approved  by  a  great  ma- 
jority, though  not  without  a  good  number  of  pro- 
teftations  •,  and  a  bill  of  ratification  was  prepared  in 
the  lower  houfe  by  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  the  ibllici- 
tor-general,  in  fiich  an  artful  manner  as  to  prevent 
all  debate.  All  the  articles,  as  they  paffed  in  Scot- 
land, 
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land,  were  recited  by  way  of  preamble,  together  A.  0,1709. 
with  the  acts  made  in  both  parliaments,  for  the  le-  Bumet. 
curity  of  their  feveral  chnrches  ;  and  in  conclufion 
there  was  one  claufe  by  which  the  whole  was  ratifi- 
ed  and  enacted  into  a  law.     By  this  contrivance,  ^ 
thole  who  were  defirous  of  ftarting  new  difficulties,  m 
found  themfelves  difabled  from  purfuing  their  de-j£J°*Jthe 
fign.     They  could  not  object  to  the  recital,  which  D.  ofMarf- 
was  barely  matter  of  fact  j  and  they  had  not  ftrength  cSa'of 
•fufficient  to  oppofe  the   general  enacting  clauie.  the 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Whigs  promoted  it  with  ?0 
fuch  zeal,  that  it  paiTed  by  a  majority  of  one  hun-  Loc 
dred  and  fourteen,  before  the  others  had  recollected  £"e'nd 
themfelves  from  the  furprife  which  the  ftrncture  of  Voitwie, 
the  bill  had  occasioned.     It  made  its  way  through 
the  houfe  of  lords  with  equal  difpatch  ;  and,  when 
it  received  the  royal  fanction,  the  queen  exprefied 
the  utmoft  fatisfaction.    She  faid  me  did  not  doubt 
but  it.would  be  remembered  and  fpoke  of  hereafter, 
to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  had  been  inftru mental 
in  bringing  it  to  fwch  a  happy  conclufion.     She  de- 
fired  that  her  fubjects  of  both   kingdoms  mould 
from  henceforward  behave  with  all  pofllble  refpect 
and  kindnefs  towards  one  another,  that  fo  it  might 
appear  to  all  the  world  they  had  hearts  difpofed  to 
become  one  people.  A  c 

As  the  act  of  union  did  not  take  place  till  the  firft  Thc  ^. 
of  May,  a  great  number  of  traders  in  both  king-  msntPreviv- 
doms  refolved  to  make  advantage  of  this  interval. Cli  by  p.ro* 

_,,„..-.  r    ,  P.  oiiri    clamation, 

The  Englifh  propofed  to  export  into  Scotland  fuch 
commodities  as  intitled  them  to  a  drawback,  with 
a  view  to  bring  them  back  after  the  firft  of  May. 
The  Scots  on  the  other  hand,  as  their  duties  were 
much  lower  than-  thofe  in  England,  intended  to 
import  great  quantities  of  wine,  brandy,  and  other 
merchandize,  which  they  could  fell  at  a  greater  ad- 
vantage in  England  after  the  union,  when  there 

would 
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A.  c.  1707.  would  be  a  free  intercourfe  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Some  of  the  minifters  had  embarked  in  this 
fraudulent  defign,  which  alarmed  the  merchants  of 
England  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  prefented  a 
remonftrance  to  the  commons.  Refolutions  were 
immediately  taken  in  the  houfe  againft  thefe  prac- 
tices, and  a  bill  was  prepared ;  but  the  lords  ap- 
prehending that  it  in  fome  meafure  infringed  the 
articles  of  the  union,  and  that  it  might  give  um- 
brage to  the  Scottifh  nation,  it  was  dropped.  The 
frauds  had  been  in  a  good  meafure  prevented  by 
the  previous  refolutions  of  the  honfe,  and  the  ftrft 
day  of  May  was  now  at  hand  ;  fo  that  the  bill  was 
thought  unneceffary.  On  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  April,  the  queen  prorogued  the  parliament, 
after  having  given  them  to  underftand,  that  me 
would  continue  by  proclamation  the  lords  and 
commons  already  aflembled,  as  members  in  the 
firft  Britim  parliament  on  the  part  of  England, 
purfuant  to  the  power  vefted  in  her  by  the  a6ls  of 
parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  ratifying  the  treaty 
of  union.  The  parliament  was  accordingly  revived 
by  proclamation,  and  another  ifTued  to  convoke  the 
firft  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  October.  The  Scots  repaired  to  Lon- 
don, where  they  were  well  received  by  the  queen, 
who  beftowed  the  title  of  duke  on  the  carls  of  Rox- 
burgh and  Montrofc.  She  likewiie  granted  a  com- 
miffion  for  a  new  privy-council  in  that  kingdom, 
to  be  in  force  till  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
that  the  nation  might  not  be  djfgufted  by  too  Hid- 
den an  alteration  of  outward  appearances.  The 
firil  day  of  May  was  appointed  as,  a  day  of  public 
thankfgiving  •,  and  congratulatory  addrefles  were 
feat  up  from  all  parts  of  England :  but  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford  prepared  no  compliment  -,  and 
the  Scots  were  wholly  filent  on  this  occafion. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  the  commons,  in  an  A-  c-  w- 
addrefs  to  the  queen,  defired  fhe  would  re  fettle  the  The  queen 
iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher's  and  Nevis  in  the  Weft-  SIITce'to  a 
Indies,  which  had  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy.  M.ifcovice 
They  likewife  refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs am 
mould  be  prefented  to  her  majefty,  praying,  fne 
would  concert  meafures  for  fuppreffing  a  body  of 
pyrates  who  had  made  a  fettlement  on  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar,  as  alfo  for  recovering  and  preferving 
the  antient  pofTeffions,  trade,  and  fimery  in  New- 
foundland. The  French  refugees  likewife  deliver- 
ed a  remonftrance  to  the  queen,  recapitulating  the 
benefits  which  the  perfecuted  proteftants  in  France 
had  reaped  from  the  affiftance  of  her  royal  proge- 
nitors, acknowledging  their  own  happinefs  in  liv- 
ing under  her  gentle  government,  among  a  people 
by  whom  they  had  been  fo  kindly  entertained  when 
driven  from  their  native  country ;  and  imploring 
her  majefty's  interpofition  and  good  offices  in  fa- 
vour of  their  diftrefTed  and  perfecuted  brethren 
abroad.  She  gracioufiy  received  this  addrefs,  de- 
claring, fhe  had  always  great  compaffion  for  the 
unhappy  circumftances  of  the  proteftants  in  France  : 
that  fhe  would  communicate  her  thoughts  on  this 
fubje£t  to  her  allies  :  and  fhe  expreffed  her  hope 
that  fuch  meafures  might  be  'taken  as  mould  effec- 
tually anfwer  the  intent  of  their  petition.  In  the 
month  of  May  fhe  granted  an  audience  to  an  am- 
bafTador  extraordinary  from  the  czar  of  Mufcovy, 
who  delivered  a  letter  from  his  mafter,  containing 
complaints  of  king  Auguftus,  who  had  maltreated 
the  Ruffian  troops  lent  to  his  affiftance,  concluded 
a  difhonourable  peace  with  Charles  king  of  Swe- 
den, without  the  knowledge  of  his  allies,  and  fur- 
rendered  count  Patkul  the  Mufcovite  minifter,  as 
a  defertcr,  to  the  Swedifh  monarch,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  even  the  practice  of  barba- 
rians. He  therefore  defired  her  Britanriick  ma- 
jefty 
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*•  c.  1707.  jefty  would  ufe  her  good  offices  for  the  enlarge- 
ment cf  the  count,  and  the  other  Ruffian  prifoners 
detained  at  Stockholm;  and  that  me  would  take  into 
her  protection  the  remains  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries 
upon  the  Rhine,  vthat  they  might  either  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return  in 
fafety  to  their  own  country.  The  queen  actually 
interpofed  in  behalf  of  Patkul ;  but  her  intercefiion 
proved  ineffectual,  and  that  unhappy  minifter  was 
put  to  death  with  all  the  circumftances  of  wanton 
barbarity.  As  many  fevere  and  farcaftic  writings 
had  lately  appeared,  in  which  the  Whigs  and  mini- 
ftry  were  reviled,  and  reflections  hinted  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  queen's  perfon,  the  government  re- 
folved  to  make  examples  of  the  authors  and  pub- 
liihers  of  thefe  licentious  productions.  Dr.  Jofeph 
Brown  was  twice  pilloried  for  a  copy  of  verfes,  in- 
tituled, "  The  country  parfon's  advice  to  the  lord- 
"  keeper,"  and  a  letter  which  he  afterwards  wrote 
to  Mr.  fecretary  Harley.  William  Stephens,  rector 
of  Sutton  in  Surry,  underwent  the  fame  fentence, 
as  author  of  a  pamphlet,  called,  "  A  letter  to  the 
"  author  of  the  memorial  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
"  land."  Edward  Ward  was  fined  and  fet  in  the 
pillory,  for  having  written  a  burlefque  poem  on  the 
times,  under  the  title  of  "  Hudibras  redivivus  •," 
and  the  fame  punimmerit  was  inflicted  upon  Wil- 
liam Pitts,  author  of  a  performance,  intitled,  "  The  • 
*'  cafe  of  the  church  of  England's  memorial  fairly 
«  ftated." 

Procfedin-s  The  lower  houfe  of  convocation  flill  continued 
in  convoca-  to  wrangle  with  their  fuperiors  ;  and  though  they 
joined  the  upper  houfe  in  a  congratulatory  addrefs 
to  the  queen,  on  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  they  re- 
iblved  to  make  application  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons againft  the  union.  The  queen  being  apprifed 
of  their  defign,  defired  the  archbifhop  to  prorogue 
them  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expiration  or* 

which, 
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which,  the  act  of  union  had  pafTed  in  parliament.  A-c- 1707. 
The  lower  houfe  delivered  a  reprefentation  to  the 
bifhops,  in  which  they  affirmed,  no  fuch  proroga- 
tion had  ever  -been  ordered  during  the  fefilon  of 
parliament.     The   bifhops   found  in  their  records 
f  even  or  eight  precedents  of  fuch  prorogations,  and 
above  thirty  inftances  of  the  convocation's  having 
fat  fometimes  before,  and  fometimes  after  a  ieffion 
of  parliament,  nay,  fometimes  even  when  the  par- 
liament was  difiolved.     The  queen,  informed  of 
thefe  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop, 
intimating,  that  me  looked  upon  the  lower  houfe 
as  guilty  of  an  invafion  of  her  royal  fupremacy  : 
and,  that  if  any  thing  of  the  fame  nature  mould  be 
attempted  for  the  future,  me  would  ufe  fuch  means 
for  punifhing  offenders  as  the  law  warranted.  The 
prolocutor  abfenting  himfelf  from  the  convocation, 
the  archbifliop  pronounced  fentence  of  contumacy 
againft  him.     The  lower  houfe  in  a  proteitation  de- 
clared this  fentence  unlawful  and  altogether  null. 
Neverthelefs,  the  prolocutor  made  a  full  fubmifiion, 
with  which  the  archbifhop  was  fatisfied  ;  and  the 
fentence  was  repealed.     About  this  period  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  appointed  one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Hedges.    This 
change  was  not  effected  without  great  oppofaion 
from  Harley,  who  was   in  his  heart  an  enemy  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  all   his  adherents ; 
and  had  already,  by  his  fecret  intrigues,  made'con- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  a  fcheme  for  fuperfeding  the 
influence  of  the  dutchefs. 

The  French  king  at  this  juncture  feemed  to  be  France 
intirely  abandoned  by  his  former  good  fortune.  He  ^irtshatcned 
had  fuftained  fuch  a  number  of  fuccefiive  defeats  as  r*^.^ 
had  drained  his  kingdom  of  people  ;  and  his  trer.- 
fury  was  almoft  exhaufted.      He  endeavoured  to 
fupport  the  credit  of  his   government  by  iffuing 
mint  bills,   in  imitation  of  the  bank-notes  of  Eng- 

N°.  90.  Gg  hud, 
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A  c-  1"°7-  land  ;  but  notwithstanding  all  his  precautions,  they 
pafied  at  adiicountof  three  and  fifty  pcrr  cent.  The 
lands  lay  uncultivated  •,  the  manufactures  could  be 
no  longer  carried  on  -,  and  the  fubjects  perifhed 
with  famine.  The  allies,  on  the  other  hand,  feem- 
ed  to  profper  in  every  quarter.  They  had  be- 
come mailers  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Nether- 
lands, in  coniequence  of  the  victory  at  Kamillies  : 
the  army  of  king  Charles  was  confiderably  reinforc- 
ed ;  and  a  fcheme  was.  formed  for  the  conquefl  of 
Toulon,  by  the  troops  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  fupplied  with  a  large  fum  of  money  by 
queen  Anne,  and  afiifted  by  the  combined  fleets  of 
England  and  Holland,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Cloudeiley  Shovel.  In  a  word,  France  feemed  to 
be  reduced  to  the  verge  of  deftruction,  from  which 
nothing  in  all  probability  could  have  laved  her,  but 
the  jealouiy  and  mifconduct  of  the  confederates. 
Lewis,  by  virtue  of  his  capitulation  with  the  em- 
peror in  Italy,  was  enabled  to  fend  fuch  reinforce- 
ments into  Spain,  as  turned  the  fortune  of  the  war 
in  that  country;  while  the  diffractions'  in  the  coun- 
cil of  king  Charles  prevented  that  unanimity  and 
concurrence,  without  which  no  fuccefs  can  be  ex- 
pected. The  earl  of  Peterborough  declared  againft 
an  offenfive  war,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
finding  fubfiftence  in  Caftile  •,  and  adviied  Charles 
'  to  truft  to  the  expedition  againft  Toulon.  This 
opinion  he  fent  from  Italy,  to  which  he  had  with- 


The  allies 

are  defeated  Charles,  however,  was  perfuaded  to  penetrate 
ma^ia  once  more  to  Madrid,  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy 
v/herever  they  fliould  appear.  On  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March  the  army  was  affembled  at  Caudela, 
to  the  number  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  marquis  das  Minas,  to  whom  the 
tarl  of  Galway  was  fecond  in  command.  They 
matched  towards  Yecia,  and  undertook  the  fiege 

of 
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of  Vilena  •,  but,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  A>c'  '7°7- 
duke  of  Berwick  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  they 
advanced  on  the  fourteenth  of  April  in  four  columns 
towards  the  town  of  Almanza,  where  the  enemy 
were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  their  number 
being  confiderably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  confede- 
rates. The  battle  began  about  two  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  whole  front  of  each  army  was  fully 
engaged.  The  Englifh  and  Dutch  fquadrons  on 
the  left,  fuftaineci  by  the  Portuguefe  horfe  of  the 
fecond  line,  were  overpowered  after  a  gallant  re- 
fiftance.  The  center,  confining  chiefly  of  batta- 
lions from  Great-Britain  and  Holland,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  give  way,  and  drove  their  firft  upon  their 
fecond  line;  but,  the  Portuguefe  cavalry  on  the 
right  being  broken  at  the  firft  charge,  their  foot 
betook  themfelves  to  flight ;  fo  that  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  troops  being  left  naked  on  the  flanks, 
were  furrounded,  and  attacked  on  every  fide.  In 
this  dreadful  emergency,  they  formed  themielves 
into  a  fquare,  and  retired  from  the  field  of  battle. 
By  this  time  the  men  were  quire  ipent  with  fatigue, 
and  all  their  ammunition  exhaufted:  they  were  ig- 
norant of  the  country,  abandoned  by  their  horfe,_ 
deftitute  of  provifion,  and  cut  off  from  all  hope  of 
fupply.  Moved  by  thefe  difmal  confiderations, 
they  capitulated,  and -furrendered  themfelves  prifo- 
riers  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  battalions. 
The  Portuguefe,  and  part  of  the  Englifh  horfej 
with  the  infantry  that  guarded  the  baggage,  retreat- 
ed to  Alcira,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  earl 
of  Galway,  with  about  five  and  twenty  hundred 
dragoons  which  he  had  brought  from  the  field  of 
battle.  About  three  thoufand  men  of  the  allied 
army  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  among  that 
number  brigadier  Killigrew,  and  many  officers  of 
diftinction.  The  earl  of  Galway*  who  charged  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  Guifcard's  dragoons,  received 
G  g  2  two 
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v.c.  1707,  two  dcep  cuts  in  the  face.  The  marquis  des  Mi- 
nas  was  run  through  the  arm,  and  faw  his  concu- 
bine, who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon,  killed 
by  his  fide  :  the  lords  Tyrawley,  Mark  Ker,  and 
colonel  Clayton,  were  wounded  :  all  their  artil- 
lery, together  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  colours 
and  ftandards,  and  about  ten  thoufand  men,  were 
taken  ;  fo  that  no  victory  could  be  more  complete, 
thor  it  was  not  purchafed  without  the  lofs  of  two 
thoufand  men  (lain  in  the  action,  including  fome 
officers  of  eminence.  The  duke  of  Berwick,  who 
commanded  the  troops  of  king  Philip,  acquired  a 
great  addition  of  fame  by  his  conduct  and  beha- 
viour before,  and  during  the  engagement;  but  his 
authority  was  fuperfeded  by  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
who  arrived  in  the  army  immediately  after  the  bat- 
tle. This  prince  feemed  te  entertain  fome  private 
views  of  his  own ;  for  he  took  no  effectual  ftep  to 
improve  the  victory.  He  began  a  private  negotia- 
tion with  the  earl  of  Gal  way,  during  which  the  two 
armies  lay  inadtive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cinca  ;  and 
he  concluded  the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Le 
rida,  which  was  furrendered  by  capitulation  on  the 
fecond  day  of  November  :  then  the  troops  on  both 
fides  went  into  winter-quarters.  The  earl  of  Gal- 
way  and  the  marquis  das  Minas  embarked  at  Bar- 
celona for  Lifbon,  and  general  Carpenter  remain- 
ed commander  of  the  Englifli  forces  quartered  in 
Catalonia,  which  was  now  the  only  part  of  Spain 

rnfucr*fs-  *kat  rernamed  no  king  Charles. 
fu?*tsn?t       The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  duke  of  Sa- 
jj£mTou'   voy  and  prince  Eugene  might  have  fucceeded,  if 
the  emperor,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  remon- 
flrances  of  the  maritime  powers,  had  not  divided 
his  army  in  Italy,  by  detaching  a  considerable  body 
through  the  ecclefiaftical  flate  towards  Naples,  of 
which  he  took  pofieffion  without  any  difficulty. 
Befides,  ten  thoufand  recruits deftined  for  the  Im- 
perial 
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perial  forces  in  Italy,  were  detained  in  Germany,  A  c,  1707- 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who 
remained  in  Saxony,  and  feemcd  to  be  upon  very 
indifferent  terms  with  the  emperor.  With  the  al- 
fiftance  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fleets  the  duke  of 
Savoy  and  prince  Eugene  paffed  the  Var  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  July,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
thirty  thoufand  men,  and  marched  directly  towards 
Toulon,  whither  the  artillery  and  ammunition  were 
conveyed  on  board  of  the  combined  fquadrons. 
They  took  poflefTion  of  the  eminences  that-  com- 
manded the  city,  and  the  ordnance  being  landed, 
erected  batteries.  From  thefe  they  began  to  can- 
nonade and  bombard  the  city,  while  the  fleet  at- 
tacked and  reduced  two  forts  at  the  entrance  of  the 
mole  ;  and  co-operated  in  the  fiege  with  their  great 
guns  and  bomb-ketches.  The  garrifon  was  nu- 
merous, and  defended  the  place  with  great  vigour. 
They  funk  mips  in  the  entrance  to  the  mole  :  they 
kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ramparts  :  they 
made  defperate  fallies  ;  and  even  drove  the  be- 
liegers  from  one  of  their  ports  with  great  (laughter. 
The  French  king,  alarmed  at  this  defignof  his  ene- 
mies, ordered  troops  to  march  towards  Toulon 
from  ail  parts  of  his  dominions.  He  countermand- 
ed the  forces  that  were  on  their  route  to  improve 
the  victory  of  Almanza  :  a  great  part  of  the  army 
under  Villars  on  the  Rhine  was  detached  to  Pro- 
vence, and  the  court  of  Verfailles  declared,  that  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  mould  march  at  the  head  of  a 
firong  army  to  the  relief  of  Toulon.  The  duke  of 
Savoy  being  apprifed  of  thefe  preparations,  feeing 
no  hope  of  reducing  the  place,  and  being  appre- 
henfive  that  his  paflage  would  be  intercepted,  re- 
folvtd  to  abandon  his  enterprize.  The  artillery 
being  reimbarked  with  the  fick  and  wounded,  he 
decamped  in  the  night,  and  retreated  to  his  own 
country  without  moleftation.  Then  he  undertook 
G  g  3  the 
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A.  c.  1707.  tne  reduction  of  Suza,  the  garrifon  of  which  furren- 
dered  at  diilretion.     By  this  conqueft  he  not  only 
fecured  the  key  to   his   own  dominions,  bat  alfo 
opened  to  himfelf  a  free  pafiage  into  Dauphine. 
Sir  cioude-      Sir  Cloudefiey  Shovel    having   left  a  fquadron 
riey  shovel  with  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean  fer- 
Srecrocts°ofvice,  let  fail  for  England  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
Scil]y-  f     and  was  in  foundings  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
th  "emperor  October."    About  eight  o'clock  at  night  his  own 
en  the  up-  fhjp  tne  Aflociatlon,  (truck  upon  the  rocks  of  Scilly, 
and  perimed  with   every  perfon  on  board.     This 
was  likewife  the  fate  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Romney : 
the  Firebrand  was  dafhed  in  pieces  on  the  rocks ; 
but  the  captain  and  four  and  twenty  men  faved 
themfelves  in  the  boat :  the  Phoenix  was  driven  on 
more  ;  the  Royal  Anne  was  faved  by  the  prefence 
of  mind  and  uncommon  dexterity  of  Sir  George 
Byng  and  his  officers  :  the  St.  George,  commanded 
by  the  lord  Durfley,  ftruck  upon  the  rocks,  but  a 
wave  fet  her  a-float  again.     The  admiral's  body 
being  caft  a-fhore  was  (tripled  and  buried  in  the 
fand:  but  afterwards  difcovered  and  brought  into 
Plymouth,   from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don and  interred  in  Wellminfter-abbey.    Sir  Clou- 
defley  Shovel  was  born  of  mean   parentage  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk  •,  but  raifed  himfelf  to  the  chief 
command  at  fea  by  his  induftry,  valour,  {kill,   and 
integrity.    On  the  Upper  Rhine  the  allies  were  un- 
proi'perous.     The  prince  of  Baden  was  dead,   and 
the  German   army  fo  inconfiderable,   that  it  could 
not  defend  the  lines  of  Buhl  againft  the  marechal 
de  Villars,  who  broke  through  this  work,  efteemed 
the    rampart  of   Germany,  reduced  Raftadt,   de- 
feated a  body  of  horfe,  layed  the  dutchy  of  Wirtem- 
berg  under  contribution,  took  Stutgardand  Schorn- 
dorf-,  and  routed  three  thoufand  Germans  intrench-* 
ed  at  I.orch,  under  the  command  of  general  Janus, 
who  was  made  prilbner.     In   all  probability,  this 

active 
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active  officer  woul.i  have  made  great  progrefs  to-  A.  c.  1707 
wards  the  reftoration  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  had 
not  he  been  obliged  to  (lop  in  the  middle  of  his  ca- 
reer, in  confequence  of  his  army  being  diminimed 
by  fending  off  detachments  to  Provence.  The 
Imperial  army  retired  towards  Hailbron,  and  the 
command  of  it  was,  at  the  requeft  of  the  emperor 
and  allies,  afiumed  by  the  elector  of  Hanover,  who 
reftored  military  difcipline,  and  acted  with  uncom- 
mon prudence  and  circumfpection  ;  but  he  had 
not  force  fufficient  to  undertake  any  enterprize  of 
importance. 

In  the  month  of  April  the  duke  of  Marlborough  J"["eve"^h. 
fet  out  from  the  Hagu^  forLeipfick  with  a  letter  fci-g  of 
from  the  queen  to  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  whofe  ^Tdoke'rf 
defigns  were  (till  fo  myiterious,  that  the  confede-  M«n». 
rates  could  not  help  being  alarmed  at  his  being  in rou£ht 
the  heart  of  Germany.     The  duke  was  pitched 
upon  as  the  moft  proper  ambafiaclor,  to  ibothe  his 
vanity  and  penetrate  into  his  real  intention  *.     He 
found  this  original  character,  not  fimple,  but  fordid 
in  his  appearance  and  ceconomy,  favage  in  his  de- 
portment, ferocious,  illiterate,  (tubborn,  implacable, 
and  referved.  The  Englilh  general  affailed  him  on 
the  fide  of  his  vanity,  the  only  part  by  which  he 
was  accefiible.     "  Sire  (faicl  he)  I  prefent  to  your 
*fc  majefty  a  letter,  not  from  the  chancery,  but  from 
"  the  heart  of  the  queen  my  miftrefs,  and  written 
"  with  her  own  hand.     Had  not  her  lex  prevented 
"  her  from  taking  fo  long  a  journey,   fhe  would 
<*  have  crofled  the  fea  to  iee  a  prince  admired  by 
"  the  whole  univerfe.     I  efteem  myklf  happy  in 

*  When  the   duke  arrived   in  his  When  he  appeared   at  'aft,  the  duke 

raich  at  the  quarters  of  Couir  Pipcr»  alighted  from  his  coach,  put  on  his 

r>(  whom  he  had  demanrrd  an  *udi-  hat,  p»ffed  the  c<  unt  without  fahit- 

crce,  he  was  given  to  underlland,  that  ing  him,  and  we.-.'  afulc  to  th:  \valf, 

'he  count  was   bufy,  and   obligrd  to  where   hav  ng   fiaid    fotie    time,    he 

wa't  half  an  hour  txfore  the  Swedifli  returned,  and  arcofted  him  with  the 

:    came  down  to  receive  him.  moft  polite  iddreft. 

G  g  4  "  having 
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A.  c.  1705.  «  having  the  honour  of  affuring  your  majefty  of 
"  my  regard-,  and  I  fhould  think  it  a  great  hap- 
"  pinefs,  if  my  affairs  would  allow  me  to  learn  un~ 
"  der  fo  great  a  general  as  your  majefty,  what  I 
"  want  to  know  in  the  art  of  war."  Charles  was 
pleafed  with  this  overftrained  compliment,  which 
leems  to  have  been  calculated  for  a  raw,  unintelli- 
gent barbarian,  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of 
mankind.  He  profe fifed  particular  veneration  for 
queen  Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  perfon  of  her  ambaf- 
fador,  and  declared  he  would  take  no  fteps  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  grand  alliance.  Neverthelefs,  the 
fincerity  of  this  declaration  has  been  queftioned. 
The  French  court  is  faid  to  have  gained  over  his 
minifter  count  Piper  to  their  intereft.  Certain  it 
is,  he  induftrioufly  fought  occafion  to  quarrel  with 
the  emperor,  and  treated  him  with  great  infolence, 
until  he  fubmitted  to  all  his  demands.  The  treaty 
being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he  thought  pro- 
per to  impofe,  he  had  no  longer  the  leaft  fhadow 
of  pretence  to  continue  his  difputes  with  the  court 
of  Vienna  :  and  therefore  began  his  march  for  Po- 
land, which  was  by  this  time  over- run  by  the  czar 
of  Mufcovy. 

cam^lrnin  The  duke  of  Marlborough  returning  from  Sa- 
"™NcSei-  xony,  aflembled  the  allied  army  at  Anderlach  near 
laads.  Bruffels,  about  the  middle  of  May  ;  and,  under- 
ftanding  that  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  duke 
of  Vendome,  who  commanded  the  French  forces, 
had  quitted  their  lines,  he  advanced  to  Soignies, 
with  a  defign  to  engage  them  in  the  plain  of  Fle- 
rus.  But  receiving  certain  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  were  greatly  fuperior  to  the  allies  in  num- 
ber, by  the  help  of  draughts  from  all  their  gar- 
rifons,  he  retreated  towards  Bruffels,  and  took 
poft  at  Mildert ;  while  the  French  advanced  to 
Gemblours.  Both  armies  lay  inactive,  until  the  ene- 
my lent  off  a  large  detachment  towards  Provence. 

Then 
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Then  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  general  Over-  *•  c.  i7of. 
kirk  refolved  to  attack  them  in  their  fortified  camp 
at  Gemblours.  But,  they  retreated  with  fuch  ce- 
lerity from  one  poft  to  another,  that  the  confede- 
rates could  not  come  up  with  them  until  they  were 
fafely  encamped  with  their  right  at  Pont  a  Trefin, 
and  their  left  under  the  cannon  of  Lifle,  covered 
with  the  river  Schelde,  and  fecured  by  intrench- 
ments.  The  allies  chofe  their  camp  at  Helchin, 
and  foraged  under  the  cannon  of  Tournay,  within 
ai  league  of  the  enemy  ;  but  nothing  could  induce 
them  to  hazard  an  engagement  •,  and  both  armies 
went  into  winter-quarters  at  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober. The  duke  of  Marlborough  fet  out  for 
Franckfort,  where  he  conferred  with  the  electors 
of  Mentz,  Hanover,  and  Palatine,  about  the  ope- 
rations of  the  next  campaign  :  then  he  returned  to 
the  Hague,  and  having  concerted  the  neceffary 
meafures  with  the  deputies  of  the  ftates-general, 
embarked  for  England  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember. The  queen's  private  favour  was  now 
mifted  to  a  new  object.  The  dutchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough was  fupplanted  by  Mrs.  Mafham,  her  own 
kiniwoman,  whom  me  had  refcued  from  indigence 
and  obfcurity.  This  favourite  fucceeded  to  that 
afcendancy  over  the  fpirit  of  her  ibvereign,  which 
the  dutchefs  had  formerly  poffefled.  She  was  more 
humble,  pliable,  and  obliging,  than  her  firft  patro- 
neis,  who  had  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  the 
queen  in  fomeofher  moft  refpected  maxims.  Her 
majeity's  prepofTeffion  in  favour  of  the  Tories  and 
high-churchmen,  was  no  longer  infolently  con- 
demned and  violently  oppofed.  The  new  confi- 
dante conformed  to  all  her  prejudices,  and  encou- 
raged all  her  defigns  with  afTent  and  approbation. 
In  political  intrigues  me  acted  as  af  Foci  ate,  or  rather 
auxiliary  to  Mr.  fecretary  Harley,  who  had  infinu- 
ated  himfelf  into  the  queen's  good  graces ;  and 

determined 
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A.  c.  1707.  determined  to  Tap  the  credit  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
Hariey  be-  rough  and  the  earl  of  Godolphin.  His  aim  was 
gins  to  form  to  unite  the  Tory  intereit  under  his  own  aufpices, 
agS  the  and  expel  the  Whigs  from  the  advantages  they  pof- 
Aikeof  fefled  under  the  government.  His  chief  coadjutor 
rough.0  in  this  fcheme  was  Henry  St.  John,  afterwards  lord 
Bolingbroke,  a  man  of  warm  imagination  and  ele- 
gant tafte,  penetrating,  eloquent,  ambitious,  and 
enterprifing,  whole  talents  were  rather  fpecious  than 
folid,  and  whofe  principles  were  loofe  and  fluctuat- 
ing. He  was  at  firft  contented  to  aft  in  an  infe- 
-rior  capacity,  iublervient  to  the  defigns  of  the  fe- 
cretary  ;  bur,  when  he  underftood  the  full  extent 
of  his  own  parts  and  influence,  he  was  fired  with 
the  ambition  of  edipfing  his  principal,  and  from 
the  fnhere  of  his  minifter,  raifed  himfelf  to  the  cha- 
racter of  his  rival.  Thefe  politicians,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  a  colleague  of  un- 
common ability  and  credit,  exerted  their  endea- 
vours to  rally  and  reconcile  the  difunited  Tories, 
who  were  given  to  underftand,  that  the  queen 
could  no  longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  the  Whigs  : 
that  me  had  been  always  a  friend  in  her  heart  to  the 
Tory  and  high-church  party  :  and  that  me  would 
now  exhibit  manifeil  proofs  of  her  inclination.  She 
accordingly  beftowed  the  bilhopricks  of  Chefter 
and  Exeter  upon  Sir  William  Dawes  and  Dr. 
Blackall,  who,  though  otherwife  of  unblemimed 
characters,  had  openly  condemned  the  revolution. 

The  people  in   general  began    to   be  fick   of 
The  nation  fa  Whiff   miniftrv,    whom    they   had    formerly 

difcontented  «»    i  %•»         i_/7      i  •  i 

with  the     carefied.      1  o  them    they  imputed   the    burthen1? 

whig  mini-  under  which  they  groaned  :  burthens  which  they 
had  hitherto  been  animated  to  bear  by  the  pomp 
of  triumph  and  uninterrupted  fuccefs.  At  pre- 
ient  they  were  diicouraged  by  the  battle  of  Al- 
rnanza,  the  mifcarriage  of  the  expedition  againil 
Toulon,  the  lofs  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  and  the 

fate 
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fate  of  four  fhips  of  the  line,  deflroyed  or  taken  by  A.C  ,7*7. 
a  fquadron  commanded  by  meftieurs  Forbin  and 
Du  GUI-  Trouin,  two  of  the  moil  enterprifing  fea- 
officcrs  in  the  French  fervice.  No  new  advantage 
had  been  obtained  in  the  Netherlands  •,  France,  in- 
flead  of  finking  under  the  weight  of  the  confede- 
racy, feemed  to  rife  with  frefli  vigour  from  every 
overthrow  :  the  En  glim  traders  had  lately  fuftain- 
ed  repeated  lofies  for  want  of  proper  convoys :  the 
coin  of  the  nation  was  vifibly  diminifhed,  and  the 
public  credit  began  to  decline.  The  Tories  did 
not  fail  to  inculcate  and  exaggerate  thefe  caufes 
of  difcontent,  and  the  mimicry  were  too  remifs  in 
taking  proper  ileps  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  na- 
tion. Inilead  of  ioothin.g,  by  gentle  mealures  and 
equal  adminiftration,  the  Scots,  who  had  expreffed 
fuch  averlion  to  the  union,  they  treated  them  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  ferved  to  exafperate  the  fpirits 
of  that  people.  A  ftop  was  put  to  their  whole 
commerce  for  two  months,  before  it  was  diverted 
into  the  new  channel.  Three  months  elapfed  be- 
fore  the  equivalent  was  remitted  to  that  kingdom, 
and  it  was  afterwards  applied  with  the  moll  fliame- 
ful  partiality.  Seizures  of  wines  and  other  mer- 
ciiandize  imported  from  thence  into  h'ngland,  were 
made  in  all  the  northern  parts,  with  an  affectation 
of  feverity  and  difdain :  fa  that  the  generality  of 
the  Scottiih  nation  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the 
union  and  the  government.  The  Jacobites  were 
'again  in  commotion.  They  held  conferences: 
they  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  court  of 
St.  Germain's  :  a  great  number  of  the  moft  rigid 
Whigs  entered  fo  far  into  their  meafures,  as  to 
think  a  revolution  was  abiblutely  neceflary  to  re* 
trieve  the  liberties,  independence,  and  commerce 
of  their  country :  the  pretender's  birth-day  was 
publickly  celebrated  in  many  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  i  and  every  thing  teemed  to  portend  an 

univerfal 
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*.  0/1707.  univerfal  revolt.  Ireland  continued  quiet  under 
the  adminiftration  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  whom 
the  queen  had  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  that 
kingdom.  A  parliament  having  met  at  Dublin  in 
the  month  of  July,  prefented  addrefies  of  congra- 
tulation to  her  majefty  on  the  late  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms.  The  commons  having  infpecled 
the  public  accounts,  refolved,  That  the  kingdom 
had  been  put  to  exceffive  charge  by  means  of  great 
arrears  of  rent  returned  by  the  late  truftees,  as  due 
out  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  which  returns  were  falfe 
and  unjuft :  and,  That  an  humble  reprefentation 
mould  be  layed  before  her  majefty  on  this  fubject. 
They  pafled  another  laudable  refolution  in  favour 
of  their  own  manufactures.  They  granted  the  ne- 
cefiary  fupplies,  and  having  finimed  ieveral  bills  for 
the  royal  aflent,  were  prorogued  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  October. 

the'S^rL  fr  was  on  tne  twenty- third  of  the  fame  month 
ti<h  pariia-  that  the  firft  parliament  of  Great-Britain  afiernbled 
at  Weftminfter,  when  the  queen,  in  her  fpeech  to 
both  houfes,  palliated  the  mifcarriages  in  Provence 
and  in  Spain  j  reprefenting  the  necefiity  of  making 
further  efforts  againft  the  common  enemy  -,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft  thofe 
who  endeavoured  to  fow  jealoufies  in  the  common- 
wealth. The  commons  in  their  addrefs  exprefTed 
the  continuance  of  their  former  zeal  and  devotion 
to  her  majefty's  government ;  but,  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  the  earl  of  Wharton  expatiated  upon  the  fear- 
city  of  money,  the  decay  of  trade,  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  the  navy.  He  was  feconded  by  lord  Somers 
and  the  leaders  of  the  Tory  party,  who  propofed, 
that  previous  to  every  meafure,  they  fliould  confidtr 
the  ftate  of  the  nation.  The  defign  of  Wharton 
and  Somers  was  to  raife  the  earl  of  Orford  once 
more  to  the  head  of  the  admiralty;  and  the  Tories, 
who  did  not  perceive  their  drift,  hoped  in  the 

eourie 
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courfe  of  the  inquiry  to  fix  the  blame  of  all  mifma-  A  c.  1707- 
nagement  upon  the  Whig  minifters.  A  day  being 
fixed  for  this  examination,  the  houie  received  a  pe- 
tition from  the  meritFs  and  merchants  of  London, 
complaining  of  great  lofTes  by  fea,  for  want  of  crui- 
fers  and  convoys  -t  and  thefe  complaints  were  prov- 
ed by  witneffes.  The  report  was  fent  to  the  lord- 
admiral,  who  anfwered  all  the  articles  ieparately  : 
then  the  Tories  moved  for  an  addrefs,  in  which  the 
blame  of  the  miicarriages  might  be  layed  upon  the 
miniflry  and  cabinet-council ;  but  the  motion  was 
over-ruled,  and  the  queen  was  preiented  with  a 
bare  reprefentation  of  the  facts,  and  defired  that 
fhe  would  take  the  proper  meafures  for  preventing 
fuch  evils  for  the  future.  The  commons  made 
fome  progrefs  in  an  inquiry  of  the  fame  nature, 
and  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom.  They  chearfully  granted 
the  fuppiies  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 
They  prepared  another  bill  for  repealing  the  Scot- 
tim  act  of  fecurity,  and  that  about  peace  and  war,' 
which  had  excited  fuch  jealoufy  in  the  Englifli  na- 
tion. They  refolved,  That  there  mould  be  but 
one  privy-council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great- Britain : 
That  the  militia  of  Scotland  mould  be  put  on  the 
fame  footing  with  that  of  England  :  That  the 
powers  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  mould  be  the 
fame  through  the  whole  ifland :  That  the  lords  of 
justiciary  in  Scotland  mould  go  circuits  twice  in  the 
year :  That  the  writs  for  electing  Scottim  members 
to  ferve  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  mould  be  di- 
rected, and  returns  made  in  the  fame  manner  as 
practifed  in  England.  An  act  being  formed  on 
thefe  refolutions,  they  brought  in  a  bill  for  pre- 
lerving  the  trade  with  Portugal :  then  they  confi-. 
dered  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Spain.  When  the 
queen  pafied  thefe  bills,  (he  recommended  an  aug- 
mentation 
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*. c- 1707-  mentation  in  the  aids  and  auxiliaries  granted  to  the 

king  of  Spain  and  the  duke  of  Savoy. 
tn  uir  into  This  intimation  produced  a  debate  in  the  houfe 
heftsteof  of  lords,  onthe  affairs  of  Spain.  The  fervices  of 
flin'ar1n  the  earl  of  Peterborough  were  extolled  by  the  earl 
ofRochefter  and  lord  Haverfham,  who  levelled 
fome  oblique  reflections  at  the  earl  of  Galway.  Se- 
veral lords  enlarged  upon  the  neceffity  of  carrying 
on  the  war  until  king  Charles  fhould  be  fully  efta- 
blifhed  upon  the  throne  of  Spain.  The  earl  of 
Peterborough  faid,  they  ought  to  contibute  nine 
fhillings  in  the  pound  rather  than  make  peace  on 
any  other  terms :  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  re- 
turn to  Spain,  and  ferve  even  under  the  earl  of 
Galway.  The  earl  ofRochefter  repeated  a  maxim 
of  the  old  duke  of  Schomberg,  That  attacking 
France  in  the  Netherlands  was  like  taking  a  bull 
by  the  horns.  He  therefore  propofed,  that  the 
allies  Ihould  (land  on  the  defenfive  in  Flanders,  and 
detach  from  thence  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men 
into  Catalonia.  He  was  feconded  by  the  earl  of 
Nottingham,  but  warmly  oppofed  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  urged,  that  the  great  towns  in 
Brabant  which  he  had  conquered,  could  not  be 
preferved  without  a  confiderablc  number  of  men: 
and,  that  if  the  French  mould  gain  any  advantage 
in  Flanders  from  their  fuperiority  in  point  of  num- 
ber, the  difcontented  party  in  Holland,  which  was 
very  numerous,  and  bore  with  impatience  the  bur- 
then of  the  war,  would  not  fail  crying  aloud  for 
j3eace.  Being  challenged  by  Rocheftcr,  to  (hew 
ho\v  troops  could  be  procured  for  the  fervice  of 
Italy  and  Spain,  he  affured  the  houfe,  that  mea- 
fnres  had  been  already  concerted  with  the  emperor, 
for  forming  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men  under 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  for  fending  powerful  fuc- 
Cours  to  king  Charles.  This  declaration  finimed 

the 
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the  debate,  which  iflfued  in  an  affectionate  addrefs  A  c.,7o7- 
to  her  majefty.  The  lords  refolved,  That  no  peace 
could  be  fafe  and  honourable  for  her  majefty  and 
her  allies,  if  Spain  and  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies 
were  fuftered  to  continue  in  the  power  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon.  They  prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which 
they  defired  (he  would  prefs  the  emperor  to  fend 
powerful  fuccours  to  Spain,  under  the  command 
of  prince  fc'.ugene,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  to 
make  good  his  contract  with  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
and  ftrengthen  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  which  was 
now  happily  put  under  the  conduct  of  that  wife  and 
valiant  prince  the  elector  of  Hanover.  The  com- 
mons concurred  in  this  remonftrance,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  queen  defired  the  emperor  to 
beftow  the  command  in  Spain  upon  prince  Eugene. 
The  court  of  Vienna,  however,  did  not  comply 
with  this  requeft  ;  but  fent  thither  count  Starem- 
berg,  who,  of  all  the  German  generals  was  next 
to  the  prince  in  military  reputation.  The  com- 
mons now  proceeded  to  confider  of  ways  and  means, 
and  actually  eftablifhed  funds  for  raifmg  the  fup- 
ply,  which  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  fix 
millions. 

At  this  period  Mr.  Harley's  character  incurred.  Gregg,  * 
fufpicion  from  the  treachery  of  William  Gregg,  an  ^£0!$?, 
inferior  clerk  in  his  office,,  who  was   detected  in  (iff»«,  d«- 
a  correfpondence  with   monficur    Chamillard  the  co?refpin-* 
French  king's  minifter.     When  his  practices  were  ^ ••«  with- 
detected,  he  made  an  ample  confeilion,  and  plead-  mi^iary. 
ing  guilty  to  his  indictment  at  the  Old-Bailey,  was 
condemned  to  death  for  high  treafon.    At  the  fame 
time,  John  Eara  and  Alexander  Valiere  were   com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  for  correfpondi.ng  with   the 
enemy ;  and  Claude  Baud,  fecretary  to  the  duke     . 
of  Savoy's  minifter,  was  at  the  requeft  of  his  ma- 
fter,  apprehended  for  traitorous  practices  again  ft 
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A.  c.  1707,  her   majefty  and   her  government.     A  committee 
of  feven  lords  being  appointed  to  examine  thefe  de- 
linquents, made  a  report  to  the  houfe,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  queen  in  an  addrefs,  import- 
ing, that  Gregg  had  difcovered  fecrets  of  date  to 
the  French  minifter  :   that  Alexander  Valiere  and 
John  Bara  had  managed  a  correfpondence  with  the 
governors  and  commiffaries  of  Calais  and  Boulogne ; 
and,  in  all  probability,  difcovered  to,  the  enemy  the 
ftations  of  the  Britim  cruifers,  the  ftrength  of  their 
convoys,  and  the  times   at  which  the  merchant- 
fhips  proceeded   on  their  voyages :    that  all  the 
papers   in  the  office  of  Mr.  fecretary  Harley  had 
been  for  a  confiderable  time  expofed  to  the  view  of 
the  meaneft  clerks ;  and  that  the  perufal  of  all  the 
letters  to  and  from  the  French  prifoners,   had  been 
chiefly  trufted  to  Gregg,   aperfon  of  a  very  fufpi- 
eious  character,   and  known  to  be  extremely  indi- 
gent.    The  queen  granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man, 
in  hope  of  his  making  fome  important  difcovery  : 
but  he  really  knew  nothing  of  confequence  to  the 
nation.     He  was  an  indigent  Scot,  who  had  been 
employed  as  a  fpy  in  his  own  country,  and  now  of- 
fered his  fervices  to  Chamillard,  with  a  view  of  be- 
ing rewarded  for  his  treachery  :  but  he  was  difco- 
vered before  he  had  reaped  any  fruits  from  his  cor- 
refpondence.    As  he  had  no  fecrets  of  importance 
to  impart,  he  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  where  he 
.  delivered  a  paper  to  the  Iheriff,  in  which"  he  de- 
clared Mr.  Harley  intirely  ignorant  of  all  his  trea- 
fonable  connections,  notwithftanding  ibme  endea- 
vours that  were  made  to  engage  him  in  an  accufa- 
tion  of  that  minifter. 

The  queen  had  refufed  to  admit  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  into  her  prefence,  until- he  mould 
have  vindicated  his  conduct,  of  which  king  Charles 
had  complained  in  divers  letters.  He  was  eagerly 
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defirous  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  His  military  A- G-.  *~°7- 
proceedings,  his  negotiations,  his  difpofal  of  the 
remittances,  were  taken  into  confideration  by  both 
houfes :  but  he  produced  fuch  a  number  of  wit- 
neffcs  and  original  papers  to  juftify  every  tranfac- 
tion,  that  his  character  triumphed  in  the  inquiry, 
•which  was  dropped  before  it  produced  any  reiblu- 
tion  in  parliament.  Then  they  took  cognizance 
of  the  flate  of  affairs  in  Spain,  and  found  there  had 
been  a  great  deficiency  in  the  Englifh  troops  at 
the  battle  of  Almanza.  This,  however,  was  ex- 
plained fo  much  to  their  fatisfaction,  that  they 
voted  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  thanking  her  for 
having  taken  meafures  to  reftore  the  affairs  in 
Spain,  and  provide  foreign  troops  for  that  fervice. 
The  bill  for  rendering  the  union  more  complete 
met  with  a  vigorous  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
from  the  court-party,  on  account  of  the  claufe  en- 
acting, That,  after  the  firfl  of  May,  there  mould 
be  but  one  privy- council  in  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  miniftry  finding  it  was  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  by  all  the  Tories,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  other  faction,  would  Rave  compro- 
mifed  the  difference,  by  propofmg  that  the  privy- 
council  of  Scotland  'mould  continue  to  the  firft  day 
day  of  October.  They  hinted  this  expedient  in 
hope  of  being  able  to  influence  the  eniuing  elec- 
tions :  but  their  defign  being  palpable,  the  motion 
was  over- ruled,  and  the  bill  received  the  royal  af- 
fent :  a  court  of  exchequer,  however,  was  erected 
in  Scotland  upon  the  model  of  that  in  England. 
The  execution  of  Gregg,  and  the  examination  of 
Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  acted  as  fmugglers.to 
the  coaft  of  France,  under  the  protection  ot  Harley, 
to  whom  they  engaged  for  intelligence,  affe£led 
the  credit  of  that  minifter,  who  was  reviled  and 
traduced  by  the  emularies  of  the  Whig  miniflers. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  earl  of  Godol- 
N°.  90.  Hh  phin 
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A.  c  1707.  phin  being  appriftd  of  his  ftcret  practices  with 
Mrs.  Mamarn,  wrote  to  the  queen  that  they  could 
'  ferve  her  no  longer,  mould  Mr.  Harley  continue 
in  the  pod  of  fccretary.  Being  fummoned  to  the 
cabinet  council,  they  waited  on  her  in  perfon,  and 
expoftulated  on  the  fame  fabject.  She  endeavour- 
ed to  appeafe  their  refentment  with  foft  perfuafion, 
which  had  no  effect  -,  and,  when  they  retired  from 
court,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  fpeftator?,  me 
repaired  in  perfon  to  the  council.  There  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  Harley  began  to  explain  the  caufe  of  their 
meeting,  which  was  fome  circumftance  relating  to 
foreign  affairs.  The  duke  of  Somerfet  faid  he  did 
not  fee  how  they  could  deliberate  on  fuch  matters 
while  the  general  and  treafurer  were  abfent :  the 
other  members  obferved  a  fallen  filence ;  Ib  that 
the  council  broke  up,  and  the  queen  found  herfelf 
in  danger  of  being  abandoned  by  her  minifters. 
Next  day  her  majefty  fent  for  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
Jrough,  and  told  him  that  Harley  {hould  immedia- 
tely refign  his  office,  which  was  conferred  upon 
Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer : 
but  me  deeply  refented  the  deportment  of  the  duke 
and  the  earl  of  Godolphin,  from  whom  me  intirely 
withdrew  her  confidence.  Sir  Simon  Harcourt 
attorney-general,  Sir  Thomas  Manfel  comptroller 
of  the  houfhold,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  relinquimed 
their  fevera!  pofts  upon  the  difgrace  of  Harley. 

The  ptxten-        «^,       i  •         ,  i  •  •      i     i  i       •  i 

der  embarks       1  he  kingdom  was  at  this  period  alarmed  with  a 
d  tnreatened  invafion  from  France.     The  court  of 
'  St.  Germain's  had   fent  over  one  colonel  Hooke 
with  credentials  to  Scotland,   to  learn  the  fituation, 
number,    and  ability,  of  the  pretender's  friends  in 
that  country.     This  minifter,  by  his  mifcohduct, 
produced  a  divifion  among  the  Scottifh  Jacobites. 
Being  a  creature  of  the  duke  of  Perth,  he  attached 
himfelf  wholly  to  the  duke  of  Athole,and  thofe  other 
zealous  partifans  who  were  bent  upon  receiving  the 

pre- 
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pretender  v/ithout  conditions;  and  he  neglefted 4.Cii7°r.' 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earl  Marifchal,  and  other 
adherents  of  that  houfe,  who  adopted  the  more 
moderate  principles  avowed  by  the  earl  of  Middle- 
ton.  At  his  return  to  France,  lie  made  fitch  a  fa- 
vourable report  of  the  difpofition  and  power  of  ths 
Scottim  nation,  that  Lewis  refolved  to  equip  an 
armament  and  fend  over  the  pretender  to  that  king- 
dom. His  pretence  was  to  eftablifh  that  prince 
on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  :  but  has  real  aim 
was  to  make  a  divifion  from  the  Netherlands,  and 
excite  a  revolt  in  Great-Britain,  which  mould  hin- 
der queen  Anne  from  exerting  herielf  a'gainft 
France  on  the  continent.  He  began  to  make  pre- 
parations for  this  expedition  at  Dunkirk,  where  a 
Jquadron  was  afTembled  under  the  command  of  the 
chevalier  de  Fourbin  ;  and  a  body  of  land-forces 
were  embarked  with  monfieur  de  Gace,  afterwards 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  marechal  de  Ma- 
tignon.  The  pretender,  who  had  afiumed  the  name 
of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  was  furnifhed  with 
fervices  of  gold  and  filver  plate,  fumptuous  tents, 
rich  cloaths  for  his  life  guards,  fplendid  liveries, 
and  all  forts  of  necefTaries,  even  to  profufian. 
Lewis,  at  parting,  prefented  him  with  a  fword 
ftudded  with  valuable  diamonds,  and  repeated 
what  he  had  formerly  faid  to  this  adventurer's 
father :  *'  He  hoped  he  mould  never  fee  him 
"  again."  The  pope  contributed  to  the  expencc 
of  this  expedition,  and  accommodated  him  with 
divers  religious  mottos,  which  were  wrought  upon  his 
colours  and  ftandards.  Queen  Anne  being  informed 
of  thefe  preparations,  and  the  defign  of  the  French 
monarch,  communicated  to  the  commons  the  ad- 
vices which  me  had  received  from  Holland  and 
the  Netherlands,  touching  the  deftination  of  the 
Dunkirk  armament-,  and  both  houfes  concurred 
in  an  addrefs,  alluring  her  they  would  afiiil  her 
H  h  2  majefty 
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A.  <-\  1707.  majefty  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  againft  the 
pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  all  her  other  ene- 
mies. Then  they  pafied  a  bill,  enacting,  That 
the  oath  of  abjuration  mould  be  tendered  to  all 
perfons,  and  fuch  as  refufed  to  take  it  mould  be  in 
the  condition  of  convicted  recufants.  By  another, 
trjey  fufpended  the  Habeas  corpus  act  till  October, 
with  relation  to  perfons  apprehended  by  the  govern- 
ment on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  practices.  The 
pretender  and  his  adherents  were  proclaimed  trai- 
tors and  rebels ;  and  a  bill  was  pafted,  difcharging 
the  clans  of  Scotland  from  all  vafialage  to  thole 
chiefs  who  mould  take  up  arms  againft  her  ma- 
jefty. Tranfports  were  hired  to  bring  over  ten 
Britifh  battalions  from  Oftend ;  and  a  large  fleet 
being  equipped  with  incredible  diligence,  failed 
from  Deal  towards  Dunkirk,  under  the  conduct 
of  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  George  Byng,  and  lord 
Durfley.  The  French  imagined  that  Leake  had 
failed  to  Lifbon,  and  that  Britain  was  unprovided 
of  mips  of  war  -,  fo  that  they  were  amazed  and 
confounded  when  this  fleet  appeared  off  Mardykc : 
a  ftop  was  immediately  put  to  the  embarkation  of 
their  troops  :  frequent  expreffes  were  difpatched 
to  Paris  :  the  count  de  Fourbin  reprefented  to  the 
French  king  the  little  probability  of  fucceeding  in 
this  e/iterprize,  and  the  danger  that  would  attend 
the  attempt :  but  he  received  pofitive  orders  to 
embark  the  forces,  and  fet  fail  with  the  firft  fa- 
vourable wind. 

Sdefc  tSi  *^he  ^"fli  ^eet  De*ng forced  from  their  ftation 
by  fevere  weather  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March, 
the  French  fquadron  failed  on  the  feventeenth  from 
the  road  of  Dunkirk ;  but  the  wind  fhifting,  it 
anchored  in  New-port-pits,  till  the  nineteenth  in 
the  evening,  when  they  fet  fail  again  with  a  fair 
breeze,  fleering  their  courfe  for  Scotland.  Sir 
George  Byng  having  received  advice  of  their  de- 
parture, 
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departure,  from  an  Oftend  veffel  lent  out  for  that  *•  c-'7°7 
purpofe  by  major-general  Cadogan,  gave  chace  to 
the  enemy,  after  having  detached  a  fquadron  under 
admiral  Baker  to  convoy  the  troops  that  were  em- 
barked at  Oftend  for  England.  On  the  tenth  day 
of  March,  the  queen  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
where,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  fhe  told  them 
that  the  French  fleet  had  Tailed ;  that  Sir  George 
Byng  was  in  puriuit  of  them  ;  and  that  ten  batta- 
lions of  her  troops  were  expected  every  day  in  Eng- 
land. This  intimation  was  followed  by  two  very 
warm  addreffes  from  the  lords  and  commons,  in 
which  they  repeated  their  aflurances  of  itanding 
by  her  againft  all  her  enemies ;  exhorted  her  to 
perfevere  in  fupporting  the  common  caufe,  not- 
withftanding  this  petty  attempt  to  difturb  her  do- 
minions ;  and  levelled  fome  fevere  infmuations 
againft  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  foment  jealoufies 
between  her  majefty  and  her  mod  faithful  fervants. 
Addrefles  on  the  fame  occafion  were  lent  up  from 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom-,  fo  that  the  queen 
feemed  to  look  with  contempt  upon  the  defigns  of 
the  enemy.  Several  regiments  of  foot,  with  fome 
fquadrons  of  cavalry,  began  their  march  for  Scot- 
land -,  while  the  earl  of  Leven,  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces  in  that  country,  and  governor  of  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh,  haftened  thither  to  put  that 
fortrels  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  to  make  the 
proper  difpofnions  to  oppofe  the  pretender  at  his 
landing.  But  the  vigilance  of  Sir  George  Byng 
rendered  all  thefe  precautions  unneceflary.  He 
failed  directly  to  the  frith  of  Edinburgh,  where  he 
arrived  almoft  as  foon  as  the  enemy,  who  imme- 
diately took  the  advantage  of  a  land-breeze,  and 
bore  away  with  all  the  fail  they  could  carry.  The 
Englifh  admiral  gave  chace  •,  and  the  Saiifbury, 
one  of  their  mips,  was  boarded  and  taken.  At 
night  monfieur  de  Fourbin  altered  his  courfc  ;  fo 
that  next  day  they  were  out  of  reach  of  the  Englifh 
H  h  ^  iqua- 
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A.  0,1797-  fquadron.  The  pretender  defired  they  would  pro- 
ceed to  the  northward,  and  land  him  at  Invernefs, 
and  Fourbin  feemed  willing  to  gratify  his  requeft  j 
but  the  wind  changing  and  blowing  in  their  teeth 
•with  great  violence,  he  repretented  the  danger  of 
Attempting  to  profecute  the  voyage  ;  and,  wkh  the 
confent  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  and  his  ge- 
neral, returned  to  Dunkirk,  after  having  been 
toiled  about  a  whole  month  in  very  tempeituous 
weather.  In  the  mean  time,  Sir  George  Byng 
failed  up  to  Leith  road,  where  he  received  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  box,  as 
a  teftimoruy  of  gratitude  for  his  having  delivered 
them  from  the  dreadful  apprehenfions  under  which 
they  laboured. 

Sf»te»f  the  Certain  it  is,  the  pretender  could  not  have  cho- 
fen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a 
defcent  upon  Scotland.  The  people  in  general 
were  difarteded  to  the  government  on  account  of 
the  union ;  the  regular  troops  under  Leven  did 
not  exceed  five  and  twenty  hundred  men,  and  even 
great  part  of  thefe  would  in  all  probability  have 
joined  the  invader :  the  caftleof  Edinburgh  was  de- 
ilitute  of  ammunition,  and  would  in  ail  appear- 
ance have  fin-rendered  at  the  firil  fummons ;  in 
which  cafe  the  Jacobites  muft  have  been  matters 
of  the  equivalent  money  lodged  in  that  fortrefs ;  a 
good  number  of  Dutch  fhips  loaded  with  cannon, 
i'mallarms,  ammunition,  and  a  large  fum  of  money, 
had  been  driven  on  more  in  the  fliire  of  Angus  : 
•where  they  would  have  been  feized  by  the  friends  of 
the  pretender,  had  the  French  troops  been  landed  ; 
and  all  the  adherents  of  that  houfe  were  ready  to  ap- 
pear in  arms.  In  England,  fuch  a  demand  was  made 
upon  the  bank,  by  thofe  who  favoured  the  inva- 
fion,  and  thole  who  dreaded  a  revolution,  that  the 
public  credit  feemed  to  be  in  danger.  The  com- 
mons re'tbived,  That  whoever  defignedly  endea- 
voured to  deflroy  or  leflen  the  public  credit,  ef- 

pecially 


A      N      N    '  E.  471 

pecially  at  a  time  when  the  kingdom  was  threaten -,A-C  f'°> 
ed  with  an  invafion,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  nurr.et 
mifdcmeanor,  and    an  enemy   to  her  majeity  and  JJj*; 
the  kingdom.     The  lord-treafurer  fignified  to  the  Lockhart. 
directors  of  the  bank,  that  her  majeity  would  al-  {£unq;(u,iercs> 
low,  for  fix  months,  an  intereftoi  fix  per  cent,  upon  Hift  of  ,he 
thtir  bills,  which  was  double  of  the  ufual   rat»%'^;rfu^rl" 
and  .confiderable  iums  of  money  were  offered  ro  c-on.1.  of  the 
them  by  this' nobleman,  as  wdl  as  by  the  dukes  o^SSt?  °f 
Marlborough,    Newcaftk-,    and    Somerfet.      The  r^™.. 
French,  Dutch,  and  Jewifh  me; chants,  whofe  in-  BuSit. 
tereft  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  connected  with  the  Tin.ui. 
fafety  of  the  bank,  exerted  themfelves  for  its  fup-  Ad 
port ;  and  the  directors  having  called  in  twenry  per  Vo 
cent,  upon  their  capital  flock,    were  enabled  to 
anfwer  all  the  demands  of  the  timorous  and  difaf- 
feclecf.     All  the  noblemen  and  perfons  of  diitinc- 
tion  in  Scotland,  fufpecled  of  an  attachment  to  the 
court    of  St.  Germain's,  were  apprehended,    and 
either  imprilbned   in  the  caflb  of  Edinburgh,  or 
brought  up   to  London,    to   be   confined    n; 
Tower  or  in  Newgate.    Among  thele  was  the  dukv- 
of  Hamilton,  who  found  means  to  maks  his  peace 
with  the  Whig  minifters;  and,  in  a  little  timj,  the 
other  prifoners  were  admitted  to  bailr. 

•J-  Three  Camifars,  or   proteflants  (hey  continued  th:ir  a.Teniblies  in  So- 

from  tiieCevenroiSjhav'ngmade  thtir  ho,    under   tre    co'.ir.tcriaure  of    Sir 

efcape,  and  repaired  to  Londor:,  ac-  Richard  Bulklcy  and  John  La 

quired  about  this  time  the  appellation  reviled  the  minifters  of  the  eftabiii!.- J 

of  French  prophets,  from  their  enthu-  church;    they  denounced  judgment* 

fuftic   gefticulat'ons,   effufionf,     and  againft  the  city   of  London,   and  the 

r-M-.vrliions,  and  even  Lrmetl  a  fe£t  of  whole  Erit;/!!  nation  j  and    published 

thrir  countryiren.     Th;  French  r:fu-  their  p-edidions,  ccn-poled  ot"  uiln- 

gses,  fcandalized  at  their  beliavlour,  ttlliglblt  i<»!T<-.n.  Then  they  were  pro- 

.•.na  anrhorized  by  the  biftop  of  Lon-  fccuted  at  the  expencc  of  thi  French 

don,  as  fuperior  of  the  French  congre-  churche*,  as  difturbeis   of  the  nu'ni  c 

gstt^ns,  refolved  to  inq  live  into  the  peace,  and  falfe  prophets.    They  \vers 

ir.ifTion  of  thefe   preten-.ied  p'ophers,  frntenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  marks 

whofc  names  \\ere  Elia*  Marion,  J«hn  each,  and   iland  twice  on  a  IcaftM.J, 

C.avaiiicr,   and   Durand   F*ge.    They  with  papers  on  their  breads  denoting 

were  declared  impoftors    and  counter-  their  offence:  a   fer.tence  whiihwat 

teits-    Notwithstanding  this  decjfion,  executed  accordingly  at  Charing-crols 

^hic'i  was  cor.nmitd  by  the  biihcps,  and  iheHoyal  Exchange. 

H-h  4  On 
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A.c.i7c8.  On  the  firft  day  of  April,  the  parliament  was 
Parliament  prorogued,  and  afterwards  difiblved  by  proclama- 
difibived.  t-on  Writs  were  ifiued  out  for  new  elections,  to- 
gether with  a  proclamation,  commanding  all  the 
peers  of  North- Britain  to  aflemble  at  Holy-rood- 
houfe  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  feventeenth  day  of 
June,  to  elect  fixteen  peers  to  reprefent  them  in  the 
enfuing  Britifh  parliament,  purfuant  to  the  twenty- 
fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  union.  After  the 
difiblution  of  the  parliament,  the  lords  Griffin, 
Clermont,  two  fons  of  the  earl  of  Middleton,  and 
feveral  Scottifh  and  Irifh  officers,  who  had  been 
taken  on  board  of  the  Salifbury,  were  brought  to 
London,  and  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  or  in  New- 
gate. Lord  Griffin  being  attainted  by  outlawry, 
for  high-treafon  committed  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  was  brought  to  the  bar  in  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  and  a  rule  made  for  his  execution : 
but  he  was  reprieved  from  month  to  month,  until 
he  died  of  a  natural  death  in  prifon.  The  privy- 
council  of  Scotland  was  diflblved,  the  duke  of 
Queenfberry  created  a  Britim  peer,  by  the  title  of 
baron  of  Rippon,  marquis  of  Beverley,  and  duke 
of  Dover-,  and  the  office  of  fecretary  at  war,  va- 
cant by  the  refignation  of  Henry  St.  John,  was  be- 
ftowed  upon  Robert  Walpole,  a  gentleman  who 
had  rendered  himfelf  considerable  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  whofe  conduct  we  mail  have  occa- 
fion  to  mention  more  at  large  in  the  fequel.  About 
the  fame  time  a  proclamation  was  iflued  for  diftri- 
buting  prizes  in  certain  proportions,  to  the  diffe- 
rent officers  and  feamen  of  the  royal  navy ;  a  re- 
gulation that  ftill  prevails. 

The-French      ^ne  French  king,  not  at  all  difcouraged  by  the 
furprize      mifcarriage  of  his  projected  invafion,  refolved  to 
Bruges and   improvc  tne  advantages  he  had  gained  on  the  con- 
tinent during  the  laft  campaign  ;  and  indeed  he 
made  efforts  that  were  altogether  incredible,  con- 

fidering 
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fidering  the  confumptive  ftate  of  his  finances.  He  A-c-  '7cS 
afifembled  a  prodigious  army  in  the  Netherlands, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
afllfted  by  Vendome,  and  accompanied  by  the  duke 
of  Berry  and  the  chevalier  de  St.  George.  The  elector 
of  Bavaria  was  deftined  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  upon  the  Rhine,  where  he  was  feconded  by 
the  duke  of  Berwick  -,  and  the  marechal  de  Villeroy 
was  fent  to  conduct  the  forces  in  Dauphine.  About 
the  letter  end  of  March,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
repaired  to  the  Hague,  where  he  was  met  by 
prince  Eugene,  and  thefe  two  celebrated  generajs 
conferred  with  the  penfionary  Heinfius,  and  the  de- 
puties of  the  ftates-general.  Then  they  made  an 
excurfion  to  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  upon 
the  elector  to  be  fatisfied  with  acting  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  his  command  on  the  Rhine,  and  fpare 
part  of  his  forces,  that  the  confederates  might  be 
enabled  to  make  vigorous  efforts  in  the  Nether- 
lands. The  prince  proceeded  to  Vienna,  and  the 
duke  returned  to  Flanders,  where  he  affembled  the 
army  towards  the  latter  end  of  May.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  that  month,  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome marched  to  Soignies,  and  polled  himfelf 
within  three  leagues  of  the  confederates,  who  were 
encamped  at  Billinghen  and  Halle.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  were  on  their  march  by  Bois-Seigneur-Ifaac 
to  Braine-la-Leu,  concluded  their  intention  was  to 
take  poft  on  the  banks  of  the  Deule,  to  hinder  the 
allies  from  pafiing  that  river,  and  to  occupy  Lou- 
vaine.  He  therefore  commanded  the  army  to 
march  all  night,  and  on  the  third  day  of  June  en- 
camped at  Terbank,  general  Overkirk  fixing  his 
quarters  in  the  fuburbs  of  Louvaine,  while  the 
French  advanced  no  farther  than  Genap  and 
Braine-la-Leu.  As  they  were  more  numerous  than 
the  confederates,  and  headed  by  a  prince  of  the 

blood, 
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A.c.i7of.  blood,  the  generals  of  the  allies  at  firft  expeded 
that  they  would  hazard  a  battle  :  but  their  fchemc 
•was  to  retrieve  by  flratagem  the  places  they  had  loft 
in  Flanders.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  had  rendered 
himfelf  extremely  popular  in  the  great  towns  :  the 
count  de  Bergeyck,  who  had  great  intereft  among 
them,  was  devoted  to  the  houie  of  Bourbon  :  the 
inhabitants  of  the  great  cities  were  naturally  incon- 
ftant  and  mutinous,  and  particularly  d'nTatisfied 
with  the  Dutch  government.  The  French  gene- 
rals refolved  to  profit  by  thefe  circumftances.  A 
detachment  of  their  troops,  under  the  brigadiers 
la  Faille  and  Paiteur,  furprifed  the  city  of  Ghent> 
in  which  there  was  no  garrilbn  •,  and,  at  the  lame 
time,  the  count  de  la  Motte,  with  a  ftrong  body 
of  forces,  appeared  before  Bruges,  which  was  fur- 
rendered  to  him  without  oppofition  :  then  he  made 
a  fruitlefs  attempt  upon  Damme,,  and  marched  to 
the  little  fort  of  Plaffendahl,  which  he  took  by 
aflault.  The  duke  of  Maryborough  was  no  fooner 
apprifed  of  the  enemy's  having  fcnt  -a  ftrong  de- 
tachment towards  Tubize,  than  he  marched  from 
Terbank,  parted  the  canal,  and  encamped  at  An- 
derlech.  The  French  eroded  the  Senne  at  Halle 
,  and  Tubize,  and  the  allies  refolved  to  atrack  them 
next  morning ;  but  they  pafled  the  Dender  in  the 
night  with  great  expedition  •,  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  next  day  encamped  at  Afche,  where 
he  was  joined  by,  prince. Eugene,  who  had  march- 
ed with  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  Germans 
from  the  Mofelle.  The  enemy,  understanding  that 
this  general  was  on  his  march,  determined  to  re- 
duce Oudenarde,  the  only  pafs  on  the  Schelcie 
pofiefied  by  the  allies  j  and  inverted  it  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  hoping  to  fubdue  it  before  the  allies 
could  be  reinforced.  The  duke  of  Marlborough 
was  immediately  in  motion,  and  made  a  furprifing 
march  from  Afche,  as  far  asTIcrfelingen,  where 
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He  was   joined  by  the   reinforcement.      Then   heA'c<I7°8« 
took  pofieflion  of  the  itrong  camp   at  Lefiines, 
which  the  French  had  intended  to  occupy,  in  order 
to  cover  the  fiege  of  Oudcnarde. 

Thus  difappointed,  the  French  generals  altered  They  are 
their  refolutioii,  abandoned  Oudcnarde,  and  be- 
gan  to  pafs  the  Schelde  at  Gavre.  The  two  gene- 
rals of  the  confederates  were  bent  upon  bringing 
them  to  an  engagement.  Cadogan  was  fent  with 
fixteen  battalions  and  eight  fquadrons  to  repair  the 
roads,  'and  throw  bri'dges  over  the  Schelde  below 
Oudenarde.  The  army  was  in  motion  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  marched  with  fuch  expedition,  that 
by  two  in  the  afternoon  the  horfe  had  reached  the 
bridges,  over  which  Cadogan  and  his  detachment 
were  paffing.  The  enemy  had  potted  feven  bat- 
talions in  the  village  of  Heynem,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the  French  houfhold- 
troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
adjacent  plain,  oppofite  to  a  body  of  troops  under 
major-general  Rantzaw,  who  were  ported  behind 
a  rivubt  that  ran  into  the  river.  The  duke  of  Ven- 
dome  intended  to  attack  the  confederates  when  one 
half  of  their  army  mould  have  paflfed  the  Schelde  ; 
but  he  was  thwarted  by  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
who  feemed  to  be  perplexed  and  irrefolute.  He 
had  ordered  the  troops  to  halt  in  their  march  to 
Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not  yet  formed  any  refolution ; 
and  now  he  recalled  the  fquadrons  from  the  plain, 
determined  to  avoid  a  battle.  Vendome  remon- 
ftrated  againft  this  conduit,  and  the  difpute  con- 
tinued till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  greater 
part  of  the  allied  army  had  pafled  the  Schelde 
without  oppofition.  Then  the  duke  pf  Burgundy 
declared  for  an  engagement,  and  Vendome  fub- 
mitted  to  his  opinion  with  great  reluclance,  as  the 
opportunity  was  now  loft  and  the  army  unformed. 
Major  general  Grimaldi  was  ordered  to  attack 
i  Rantzaw 
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A.  c.  i70g.  Rantzaw  with  the  horfe  of  the  king's  houfhold, 
who  finding  the  rivulet  marftiy,  refufed  to  charge, 
-and  retired  to  the  right.  Mean  while  Cadogan 
attacked  the  village  of  Heynem,  which  he  took;, 
with  three  of  the  feven  battalions  by  which  it  was 
guarded.  Rantzaw  pafTmg  the  rivulet,  advanced 
into  the  plain,  and  drove  before  them  feveral 
fquadrons  of  the  enemy.  In  this  attack,  the  elec- 
toral prince  of  Hanover,  his  prefent  majefty, 
charged  at  the  head  of  Bulau's  dragoons  with  great 
intrepidity.  His  horfe  was  mot  under  him,  and 
colonel  Lufky  killed  by  his  fide.  Divers  French 
regiments  were  entirely  broken,  and  a  good  num- 
ber of  officers  and  ftandards  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Hanoverians.  The  confederates  continued  ftill 
patting  the  river-,  but  few  or  none  of  the  infantry 
were  come  up  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
duke  of  Argyle  arrived  with  twenty  battalions, 
which  immediately  fuftained  a  vigorous  affault  from 
the  enemy.  By  this  time  the  French  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  5  and  the  allies  being  formed 
as  they  pafied  the  river,  both  armies  were  engaged 
through  the  whole  extent  of  their  lines  about  feven 
in  the  evening.  Europe  had  not  for  many  years 
produced  two  fuch  nobk  armies  :  above  one  hun- 
dred general  officers  appeared  in  the  field,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  colonels  fought  at  the  head  of 
the  refpe&ive  regiments.  The  number  of  the 
French  exceeded  that  of  the  allies  by  twelve  thou- 
fand  :  but  their  generals  were  divided  ;  their  forces 
ill  difpofed,  and  tlreir  men  difpirited  by  the  unin- 
terrupted fuccefs  of  their  adveriaries.  They  feem- 
ed  from  the  beginning  averfe  to  an  engagement, 
and  acted  in  hurry  and  trepidation.  Neverthelefs, 
the  action  was  maintained  until  general  Overkirk 
and  count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on  the  left  of 
the  allies,  obliged  the  right  of  the  enemy  to  give 
ground  i  and  the  prince  of  Orange  with  count 

Oxienftern 
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Oxienftern  attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch  A.  0,1703, 
infantry.  Then  th*y  began  to  give  way,  and  re- 
tired in  great  confufion.  The  duke  of  Vezidome 
alighting  from  his  horfe,  rallied  the  broken  batta- 
lions, called  the  officers  by  name,  conjured  them  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  animated 
the  men  with  his  voice  and  example.  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  endeavours,  they  were  forced 
back  among  the  inclofures  in  great  confufion. 
Some  regiments  were  cut  in  pieces  :  others  defired  to 
capitulate  -,  and,  if  the  darknefs  had  not  interpofed, 
their  whole  army  would  have  been  ruined.  The 
night  coming  on  fo  that -it  became  impoflible  to 
diitinguifli  friends  from  enemies,  the  two  generals 
ordered  the  troops  to  ceafe  firing,  and  the  enemy 
took  thiJtopportunity  of  efcaping,  by  the  road  which 
leads  from  Oudenarde  to  Ghent.  The  duke  of 
Vendome,  feeing  the  French  forces  flying  in  the 
utmoft  terror  and  precipitation,  formed  a  rear- 
guard of  about  five  and  twenty  fquadrons  and  as 
many  battalions,  with  which  he  fecured  the  retreat. 
To  this  precaution  the  fafety  of  their  army  was 
entirely  owing ;  for  at  day-break  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough  fent  a  large  detachment  of  horfe  and  foot 
under  the  lieutenant  generals  Bulau  and  Lumley, 
to  purfue  the  fugitives  ;  but  the  hedges  and  ditches 
that  fkirted  the  road  were  lined  with  the  French 
grenadiers  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  cavalry  , 

could  not  form,  and  they  were  obliged  to  defift. 
The  French  reached  Ghent  about  eight  in  the 
morning,  and  marching  through  the  city,  encamp- 
ed at  Lovendegen  on  the  canal.  There  they 
thought  proper  to  caft  up  increnchments,  upon 
which  they  planted  their  artillery  which  they  had 
left  at  Gavre  with  their  heavy  baggage.  About 
three  thoufand  were  (lain  on  the  field  of  battle  : 
two  thoufand  deferted,  and  about  feven  thoufand  • 

were 


47?  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A,  c.  i7o8.Were  taken,  including  a  great  number  of  officers, 
together  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  above  an  hun- 
dred ftandards  and  colours,  and  four  thoufand 
horfes.  The  lofs  of  the  allies  did  not  amount  to 
two  thoufand  men  -,  nor  was  one  officer  of  diftinc- 
tion  killed  on  their  fide  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment. After  the  confederates  had  refted  two  days 
on  the  field  of  battle,  a  detachment  was  ordered  to 
level  the  French  lines  between  Ypres  and  the  Lys : 
another  was  lent  to  raife  contributions  as  far  as 
Arras,  and  ftruck  terror  even  into  the  city  of  Paris. 
While  the  allies  plundered  the  province  of  Picardy, 
a  detachment  from  the  French  army,  under  the 
chevalier  de  Rozen,  made  an  irruption  into  Dutch- 
Flanders  ;  broke  through  the  lines  of  Bervliet, 
which  had  been  left  unguarded,  and  made  a  de- 
fcent  upon  the  ifland  of  Cafandt,  which  they  laid 
under  contribution. 
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